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BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

Al]l dates, orders and TO&E's indicated in this text have been
authenticated. All statements including facts, figures, and percent-
ages made 1n the text were verified by conversations with responsible
individuals or extracts from authenticated records. The author has
reviewed all comments with prudence and feels there is no doubt as to
validity and accuracy. -
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// Major, ‘Armor
Unit Historian
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116th Assault.Helicopter_Comﬁany
11th Combet, Aviation Battalion
KPO 96353

I. GENERAL.

One January 1966 found the'116th Assault Helicopter Company, organizéd'

under TOE 1~77E, firmly entrenched at Phu Loi, Vietnam, approximately 12 miles
NE of Saigon. The entire organization was fully operaticnal for the, conduct

of combat missions. Attached units included the 392nd Transportation Detdch-
ment, the 283rd Signal Detachment, and the 431st Medical Detachment. Although
the company reorganized under MIOE 1-77G in December of 1966, the unit and its
detachments remained intact as part of the 11th Combat Aviation Battalion for
ihe entire year. The organization structure as of 31 December 1966 is depicted
«-3m Appendix I. : T : : : R

1966 was a formative yeer for the 116th Assault Helicopter Company
(Hornets) end many events of a nature other than combat were recorded. At the
beginning of the year tle only living quarters available were tents. Dise
satisfied with that situation the officers and men of the 116th began a.
comprehensive construction program with the ultimate goal being to feed and
house everyone in permanent buildings.  The first building constructed was a
company mess hall. Concrete was poured 15 Januery and the first meal was
served in the new mess hall on 1 March 1966, CWO Tom Purser was the project
officer -and in honor of his outstanding contribution the building was dedicated
Purser Hall, . T Co v

~ - In the following weeks, officer and EM billets were constructed on a
do-it-yourself bzsis and by mid-sum.er adequate quarters were available for
nearly all assigned personnel, IR .

Other facilities and improvements in the 116th area included: (1)
digging a well to provide adequate shower and washing facilities, (2) con-
struction of a bunker in front of the armed helicopters to reduce accidental
firing hazards, and (3) construction of a barber shop, laundry shop, post
exchange, and EM club, : .

In September the 116th was officially zlerted for a permanent move
from Phu Loi to Cu Chi and plans were immediately begun to insure an orderly
move without curtailing the unit's operational requirements, Forty-two tent
frame type buildings, a double wing mess hzll, a shower building, two latrines
and a meintenance area were constructed for the unit by the 65th Engineer
Battalion, 25th Infantry Division. The project had been underway since early
June. The 116th furnished a 12 man detail to assist the 65th engineers from
1 August to 12 September and then provided -an advénce party of 40 men, headed
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by SFC Samuel Fair, to complete construction of the unit area at Cu Chi prior
to the arrivel of the main body. The "Hornets" arrived in mass on 9 November
1966 and continued to improve the company area and cement relations with
neighboring units, At year's end trees were being planted throughout the
company area. EM, NCO, and officers!' clubs were being constructed, and plans
were being made to further improve the area by planting grass and flowers.
Additionel billets are needed and have been reqpested. However, living con~
ditions are adequate for the present, morale is high, and in general it is felt
that the transplent from Phu Loi to Cu. Chi wes advantageous to the entire
organlzatlon. : -

II. PERSONNEL LND ADMINISTRATION:

A. Strength. Due to the fact that the 116th Assault Helicopter
Company arrived in Vietnam as a complete TOE organization, there was little o
personnel turnover during the first- seven months of 1966. However, since the ’
"Hornets" remained intact rather than participate in an "infusion" program, ,
a serious personnel problem arose in August and September when approximately
35 per cent of the personnel of the company and detachments rotated, Replace~ (,'
ments arrived in time to allow only the briefest training period, thereby .
causing 2 definite decrease in +the experience level of both offlcer and EM
personnel,

oA
THe aviator situation deteriorated to such an extent that on 30
september 1966 only 36 avistors were present for duty. 17 of these had less -
than 200 hours in-country experience, Only through an extremely v1gorous
training program was this problem defeated.

At Appendix II is a roster of all personnel assigned to the 11éth
hssault Helicopter Company and detachments during 1966. :

Bi Key Personnel. The 116th Assault Helicopter Company had three
Company Commanders during the year. Major Richard A, Humes was replaced by
Major Walter E. Parker on 2 Januvary. Major Parker, in turn, was followed by .  _
Mz2jor James H., Patterson, who assumed command on 13 September 1966. G

In addition, thef116th had four different 1st Sergeants throughout
the year. They were: - 15G James W, Stomm, 18G Raymond D. Shanks, 1SG Robert
L. Fowler, and PSG Ted M. Groupe. . At Appendix III, IV, V, VI, are lists of
key personnel as existed as of the last day of each gquarter in 1966.

C. Promotions. Meny officers and enlisted personnel were recipients
of well deserved promotlons during the year. it Appendix VII is 2 listing of
those promoted. . ' :

/' D. Awards and Decorations. During the year many honors were earped
by the 116th Assault Helicopter Company .and the 11th Combat Aviation Battalion.




The Hornets played a major roll in earning the Battalion the Vietnamese Cross

of Gallantry with Palm for the period 1 January to 30 June 1966. In Operation
Attleboro in November of 1966, the Hornets were the 1st airmobile company come

- mitted and -spearheaded an army aviation performance that led to recommendation
of the Presidential Unit Citation for the 11th Combat Aviation Battalion. In
addition, the 116th was nominated for the Valorous Unit Award for its heroic
action on a combat assault on 22 October 1966, Individual awards came in
staggering numbers and were indicative of the outstanding support rendered by
the Hornets and the professionalism with which assigned missions were conducted.

Querterly Awards and Decorations = .. . 2

e

, st 2d TC 3nd . wh T

Award : rter. T~ Quarter - - - rten v Quarter - Total
Silver-Sia;. J _' t 1 ' 2 3. 6
DFC | T S T

~ Soldier Medal - R B
BS w/nv" o A 6 T 16
Bs , o2 o1z L 22 36
Air M@dali | 1éo o “'_w?@ﬁé 1LU' 211 . B N 1470;‘ ‘ 2309
ACM . .-""T'.".:;;:;f '.f;_ﬂ36 A e
Purple Heart = s i3 L7 -

Appendix VIII show a listing of all individual awards presented
throughout 1966. R S S
| During the year the 116th suffered only five. combat fatalities., In
- each case the men who were lost were a credit to their unit and their country
and gave their life willingly in the defense of their country's ideals - they
were: ‘ ; o :

1. Siverly, David L., 1LT, 05534923 - 28 November 1963 -*

2, Davis, William R..Jr., WOY, W3153900 - 22 Octobbr 1966
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_sling loads. The training problem became acute during the 3d quarter due to
the large percent:ge (75%) of rotatees. The sa. e was true of mechanics and

"initisted in the various critical 10S. -

3+ Castle, Larry #,, W01, W3153369 - 28 November 1966

4, Gonzales, Lerced--fFQ E3,1US56LO8817 -~ 28 November.1966

5. Rogers, Carrol) L., SSG Eé, RASL342329 — 28 Novexmber 1966
IIT. KISSION S -

, The mission of the 116th Assault Helicopter Company as indicated
by T0E is to (1) provide tactical air movement of combat treops in an aire
mobile operation; and to (2) provide tactical air movement of combat supplies
and equipment within & combat zone. In this regard the 116th Asszult Heli-
copter Corpany during 1966 supported all mejor urits within the III corps

‘2rea to include; tst Infantry Division; 25th Infantry Uivision; 173d Aie-

b?rne.Brigade; 196th Light Infantry Brigade; Specisl Forces; 5th 4ZRVN
Division, Royal Australian Task force; #nd the United States Harines.

IV. OFFRATIONS AND TRAINING

A. General: during 1966 the 116th Assault Helicopter Company
perticipzted in nearly every important operation in III Corps including
fbilene, Birmingham, Lani Kai, and Attleboro, Letters of coimendation and
words of praise were received from many sources and were too numerous to
ngzion. At Appendix IX is listed the operational historical data for

B. Iraining: Aviation training was one of the most important areas
of operations. All newly assigned aviators were given extensive in-country -
checkouts to include the Decca navigational system, formation flying, and

crew chiefs. An experienced company in ugust suddenly became a novice
organization in Uctober. To avoid what could have developed into a very
serious condition an intensive officer and enlisted training program was

C. Competition: In late September 1966 gunship competition was
conducted by Headquarters, 12th Aviation Group with the purpose of standard-

e s

izing and improving irmed Helicopter employment techniques and procedures.
The 116th Assault Helicopter Company was represented by the *Stingers" whose
whole hearted surport of the competition was commended by higher headquarters.
The "Stingers", Lt Joe T. Stroud, 02324921 and CWO Faul D. Sadowski, W3150795,
pleced third auong the 8 teams competing.

D. Ogeratidhal Highliphts: jFollowing are highlights of significent
operations conducted by the 116th Afsault Helicopter Company during the year
1966, ' o C ‘




The company participated in its first combat asssult on the ...
18t end 2nd of January 1966, It was attached to the 145th Aviation Battalion,
The company provided eight (8) UH-1D's and five (5) UH-1B's plus two {2)
UH-1D's ettached from the 126th Aviation Company. . The 116th comprised the .
3rd element of 5 eleuwents used to - dirlift the 173rd Brigade, Royal Australisn
and New Zealand Troops. The staging area.was Bien Hoa Airfield and the troops
were airlifted into landing zones located approximately 20 miles southwest of
Saigon, Four (4) company eircraft were hit by ground- fire and this ves the"
first time company aircraft had beea hit by ground fire. - - -

.. On 4 January the 116th conducted its first combat assault under
the control of the 11th Aviation Batt=lion. The mission called for the air-
1ifting of one infantry company in tw> lifts from.the louding area {YT055122)
about 3 miles east of Bien Hoa to LZ Alpha (YT112176) approximately 7 miles
northeast of the loading area, The infantry company was part of the 1st
Battalion, -16th Infantry of the 2nd Brigade, 1st Infantry Division., Two (2)
heavy fire teams made a prestrike on objective Sue (YT117170) and objective
Roy (¥T115175). Roy and Sue Were the objectives of the infantry company
and were within 1000 meters south of the landing zone, Two light fire teams
escorted the "slicks" on the lift, After the completion of the search and
clear operation by the two companiés (the cther company had marched into the
area the previous night and were the blocking force for the air lifted compery)
they were extractéd back to the loading area. No company casuvalties were
experienced nor did any aircraft receive any ground fire,

On 10 January Captain ficklin and ¥ Asbell were on a re-~supply
mission in the Trung Lap area when they received three (3) hit in their air-
craft from ground fire. One rcund went through the radio console throwing
shrapnel throughout the cockpit srd wounding WO Asbell on the left forearm.
One round went through the fuel cell and Caphain Ficklin returned the air-
craft safely to Phu Loi. VO Acbell was the first person in the company to
be wounded from hostile fire. , SRS )

On 14 January CWO Sadowski end CW0 Vandercar were on a fire
support escort mission in & UH-1B. Enroute to the rendezvous point the tail
rotor control cable was severed by enemy ground fire. Ci0 Sadowski maintained
control and returned his eircraft to Phu Loi. He executed a long shallow
approach and touched down with approximately 20 knots groundspeed. He
maintained a straight grovnd track by gently rolling off the throttle and
lowering the pitch. CVO Sadowski dewonsirated superior flying skill during
this emergency. His correct diagnosis of an emergency situation and the
- timely use of emergency precedmres enabled wim to nmake a successful forced
landing thereby preventing injury in the four crew members and preventing
further-damage to his aircrad®i. &4 job well done,

On 30 January 1955 ab approxiwately 1145 hours Phu Loi Air-
field received its first mortar atiack, with the 116th receiving the brunt of
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the attack., Twelve (12) UH-1U~> and five (5) [i-18¢s Teceived hits. ks &

result of the attack eight (8) UH-1D's and two (2) UH-1B's were grounded, ’

thereby rendering the coupany ineifective for the better part of the next -

10 days. Eight (8) mortar rounds landed in the company area which included / .
poth 60 and 8lmds During the mortar aitack CwO Gibbs and WO Stroud volunteer
and executed 2 medical evacuation and are to be conmended for & highly '
professional job. This accomplishment further gccentuates the company's ;
prosress toward maximum proficiency. No casualtles were experienced the ;

 coupany due to the mortar attack. ‘ _ : : :

The following gtatistics werer compiled for ghermonth of ‘
January: ST , _ s
ajperaft hit by grows fire 10 (8 UHIB's & 2 |
R A UHID's) »
urcr?.ft. .lc.)'sl_t. to combﬁt | 0
__Aircraft lost bY accid‘éilt‘-' 5 R -
ﬁoﬁndéd in é_iction o V . 1 ( '
otal sorties flovn: B - S8 -
Total combat assault ‘.sozr't:ies‘ flovn - T _ ' }-
© Total hoﬁrs .flown' | ST
Total combab assault hours flown 776 .
Total 6t.";‘ez'°ihours fiown' o S -681 )
Total troops carried— | B 6336
T Tobal.'carfgo' hauled ~ 108.1 Tons
. " Total "ann.ﬁuriition expended L T ( "
e TR 154,185 T8
//‘ 2.75 L3k rds
LOnm 1,270 rds
{ligh aviator 18.5 hrs
Low aviator ) .8 hrs |
{ pverage aviater time 57.2 hrs :

——




Average aircraft time , 59,0 hrs

The missions conducted in Februery were of the same variety

&s those flown in January, However, in February the 116th ‘sponsored the
incoming 162nd Aviation Company  which was assigned to the 1ith Aviation =
Battalion and staticned at Fhouc Vinh about 15 miles north of Fhu Loi., The

.

116th trained the 162nd erews in the sameé techniques ‘that it had received

when it first drrived in Vietnam in October 1965. “Durihg the training period’

of about 3 weeks the 116th crews flew with the 162nd crews on seven combat _
assaults to ¢omplete the training cycle, = - o ) . s

February: -

‘Total ‘softies flom <\ CU36Mh

‘Totel combat assault’ sorties flown 2936

The fol_l’l.uvring statisticg were compiled for the.month of

PR

- Alreraft hit by ground fire - - z,‘(3',13_'s__&'1'7n)"_
Afreraft lost to combat - . g |

- ‘Adreraft Iost by aceident 7 - . 1

AR W

Totel houts flomm = .. . . 1381

~ Total combat assault hours. flown = .. 604 . -
Total othér hours flown AP o S

Total troops carried e h9k2
Total._cargo carried : o 211.7 .Tons
Total 'amunition expended:
: ?.6?{ . 142,325 rds
2.75 .. 419 Rds
. 4Omm . 1172 rds
High aviator . 79.8 hrs

Low aviator : . 1.0 hr
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|
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|
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fverage aviator time _ 49.9 hrs
Average aircrzft time 55.2 hrs

On 7 Karch the company entered into a 30. day-test period to . .
evaluate a new proposed . alrnobile-eoempamy - TOXE:The objective of' the test-
was {0 determine the feasibility of the beefed up TOE, plus the adaitional .
requirements (both personnel and.equipment) thot the present airmobile
company would need to have the capability to airlift one combat infantry
campany (144 troops) in one lift. . The 116th was augmented with seven (7)
UH-1D's, 12 aviators, and seven (7) crew chiefs from the 162nd Aviati.on
Company for the duration of the test, -
~ On 30 March the company participated in Operation "Abilene®
which involved troops of the 2nd and 3rd Brigade of the 1st Infantry Diviseion
and the Royal Australian Regiment. The objective of the operation was %0
secrch ana clear the Phuc Tuy Province which is predominatly controlled by
the Viet Cong. On 30 March the company lifted the RAR troops into Courtendy
futrer Planation airstrip (YS450915) which wazs to be the base camp for the

first eoveral daye of operation, The 2nd Brigade was airlifted from Besr )

Cat Range to LZ Scott, (YS352943) and LZ Ryan (YS390860). Un 31 Mafch the
fompany lifted troops from the 3rd Brigade. The steging area was Vung Teu
to landing zones 06 (YS5355778), 05 (15360712); and 02 (¥S253752). The
operational area encompassed approximately 20,000,000 square meters, It
was bounded on the north by Xuan Loc, west by Bear Cat Range, south by Ba:
Ria and east by Xuyen Moc. No company casualties were experienced nor did
any aircraft receive any hits form hostile fire,

The following statistics were compiled for the rmonth of March

Aircraft hit by ground fire a 9 (5B's &4 D's)
Adreraft lost to combat R 0
Aircfaft lost by accident 0
WOﬁhdéd:in action o
Total sorties flown = | s25L
Total cémﬁat assault sorties flown 4741
Total hours flown 1743
) Totﬁl combat assault houré flown 1224
Total other hours floun 3 : 519
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Total troops carried 10,725
Total cargo hauled | 246.7 Tons

Total ammunition expended:

7.2 73,200 ras

2,75 . " 104rds

Momm _:_51;5' rds
High aviator - o S 98.9 hrs “
‘Low aviator . o f‘?-ih;r_ 16.4 hrs .
Average aviator time ‘iii} Vi', . 79.0 hrs
Average éirdféfﬁ timé'fl'“ - ':.56;0 hrs

On &4 Apfiiﬂthe 116thfnf§§idqd two (2) 10 Ehiﬁ“elements

'(éuéinentéd by- the 162nd); one (T) meintenance ship (Beekeepsr) and two (2) ' g

light fire teams for combat asraults in continustiion of Operation Abilene
Three lifts were ocneduled from PZ Hike to.LZ Lucy. - On the first 1ift the
lead aircraft of the 3rd element hit a steel utility pole beside the high-
way at PZ Mike (YS5260665) with main rotor blade on: léndingi The aircraft

-was total loss. No injuries were sustained, On the second and third 1lift

3 additional 116th aircraft mede precautionary lendings and the maintenance
ship assisted all three to a flyable status. One (1) aircraft continued the
mission and the other two returned to the home station for additional repairs.
Two of the precautionary landings were caused by hydraulic failures and the
third was caused by a combinstion of damage received while hovering over a mine
field and setting off an explosion and an engine seal leak. No casaulties
were experienced nor did any aircraft receive hits from enemy fire on this
operation.

On 10 April the 116th provided nine (9) UH-1D's, Beekeeper,
and one light and oné¢ heavy Iire team to support the 173rd Airborne Brigade
on Operation uenver. The company was attached to the 145th Aviation Battalion
for the operation, In suppert of the operction the compeny made 2 lifts
from the Brigade's home stalion at Bien Hoa to the tactical area at Song be
airstrip. During the operaion the huavy fire team destroyed 3 houses that
contained suspected.Viet Cmg. There were no confirmed VC killed. There were
no company casualties nor did any aircraft receive hits from enemy fire.

The compltion of Uperation Abilene and extraction of troops
was accomplished on 13 Pril. The 116th provided 10 UH-1D's, two light fire
teams, and Beekeeper £« the mission. The 116th was placed under control
of the 1st Aviation Bitalion, Nine (9) lifts were required for the operation

11




and no enemy hits were recsived during the rission.

Jon 24 April the 116th vecame involved in its largest operztion
in its short, but colorful history. The company was deployed to Tay Ninh Air-
port Nr 2 (XT202508) to provide direct support to the 3rd Brigede, 1st Infantry
Division for the auration of Operation Birmingham. The company bivouaced
in a field adjacent to the aforementioned airfield. The security was provided
by a local ARVH unit., The service platoon accompanied the company to the field
and assisted in intermediate inspections and performed limitec repairs in the
field, Periodic inspections and extensive repairs were performed at Fhu Lei
by the 392nd which did not accompany the 116th to the field. The unit mess
accompanied the unit to the field and fed on the average of 1500 meals daily,
In addition to the 116th personnel, the 162nd Aviation Company, 1ith Aviation
Battalion, &znd many transient personnel were fed by the company mess, SFC Eb6
Robinson, the mess steward anu his cooks are to be commended on the support
they provided. kajor Bryan, Company Operation Officer and S5G Dexter,
Intelligence NCO were the liaison personnel from the 116th and were attached
to the 3rd Brigade during the period of operation. They both were awarded
the Combat Infantry Badge for their participation in the ground operation of
the maneuver. The 116th supported ‘the mission with ‘ten (10) UH-1D's, Beekeeper
and-three (3) light fire teams, Support rendered consisted of combat assaults,
combat, extractlons, administrotive troop repositioning, cormand and control,
visual reconnaiscance, reconnaissance by fire, starlight scope, psychologxcal

warfare, target attack and aerial escort,. o

The following statistics were campiled for the month of April.

‘Aircraft hit by ground fire o 13 (9D'e & & B's)
. :Alrcraft shot, down ii:'f.". o BT B ¢ | |
- Adrcraft.lost to gomhgt’ht L 0
- Alrcraft lost by accident 0
. ;wounded in action o i,_‘:' ,; 0
Total sorties flown.- ' 6905'
Total combat assault sorties flown 6823
Total hours flown . 2320
Total combat asseult hours flown 2181
Total other hours flown . 139

12
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Total troops carried =~ -~ ° ' 8873
Total cargo carried - 319 Tons

Total ammunition expended:

7.62 - © ¢ 358,700 rds
2,75~ < 1,032 rds
 40mm . 2,827 ras
High aviator . 133.7 hrs . .
Low aviator oo 17.7 hrs |
Average aviator time. . 90,0 hrs
Average aircraft time . 92,2 hrs

On the return from the field the 116th was pleced in a direct
support role of the 1st Brigade, 25th Infantry Division at Cu Chi. The
brigade had just recently arrived in the country and it was on its first
combat mission., It was deployed north and northwest of Cu Chi to begin a
search and clear sweep to the. northwest.  The brigede's objective was to
join up with elerenis of the 2nd Brigade which the 116th had helped airlift
into LZ's approximately 30 miles northwest of Cu Chi on the morning of 16
bzy. The 116th provided much valuable guidance to the 1st Brigade as per-
tains to; (1) setting up re-supply pointsy (2) proper marking of 1Z's for
medical evacuation and re-supply drop off sites, and (3) proper utilization
of gun teams. Also the 116th briefed the Aviation Officer of the Brigade

_.on the overall operztional procedures of "an airpobile compeny in an effort
to obtain the most effective end efficient utilization. The company continued
to surport the 1st -Brigade until 25 kay. < ~ - & ..o o

" The following statistics-were compiled for the month of May: -

@il

Airoraft hit by grownd fire < . - 20 (11D's & 9 B's)
Aircraft shot ldoxl-m | A
Aircraft lost to comhla.'t o . o 1

Aircraft lost by accidenmt ™ -~ . .0

Wounded in action o 2

Total sorties flown. .. ... . . . 5293

13
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Total combat assault sorties flown - 4015 .

- Total hc:;'urs flown 2030 |
Total coi:nbat assault hours flown 1632 ) .
Total other hours flown - ' 398
Toﬁéil troops carried 10,039 .

' Tot,-‘e.l cargo carried | 393,1 Tons
Total amwnition expended: _ e

7.62 . 310,800

2.7%5 1,158 rds

4Omm - 1,859 ds
| _ +20mm 20 rds
High anat,or S 137.4 hrs
Low anat.or __1 SR | . 5.3 hrs

-Average aviat.or time , R 80.9 hrs
Average aircraft time . 8l hrs

' On 8 June the l16th prov:.ded 10 UH-ID's, one light f:.re team
and Beekeeper in support of Operation Jersey being concucted by a battalion:
of the 25th ARVN Division, The '116th moved 220 troops in 3 1ifts from the

PZ (XT413242) to the landing zone at XT298290. The objective of the ground\

force to search and clear the village adjacent to the landing zone of a
suspected 60 Viet Cong. .It Harrell and Ci0 Stroud were flying a gun ship

in support of the ground forces after the completion of the combat assault.
Their aircraft was hit several times by enemy ground fire causing a
precautionary landing due to unusual vibrations. Also CWO Stroud was wounded
in the leg. LT Harrell soon determined the aircraft was safe for a one time
flight and took off and dropped CWO Stroud oif at the hospital and returned
his aircraft safely to Fhu Loi, :

The following stetistics were compiled for the month of June:

Aircraft hit by ground fire 8 (6 D's & 2 B!'s)

14
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- Aireraft shot domn - 0
Aircraft lost to éombatl'.. 0
Alrcraft lost by accldent.l- 0
Eounded in actlon : | 3
Total sorties flown L181 .
Total combat assault sorties flown 4136 i
. - 1ot§l hours flown "n?' : 1563 «
“Total combat assaults hours flown © 833
Total troops carried : 7i81
Total cargo carried "~ - - - 123.6 Tons

. - Total ammunition expended: -

7.62 ' 61,800
2.75 - 314
LOmm 488
High aviator - 108 hrs
Low aviator S | 2,6 hrs
Average aviator time 68.5 hrs S
Averdég aircraft time 67.9 hrs \\\

11 July 1966: The 116th supported the 1st and 2nd Battalions,
27th Infantry with 10 1ift sliys, 1 C & C aircraft, 2 light fire teams and one A
razintenance recovery helicopter. Twenty sorties wer: required to 1lift 140 troops
from Ch Chi to iive sepurute LZ's around the 2o Trai ‘oods at coordinctes XT
4711, rFollowing the initial assault two separate eagle flights were foried and
their efforts resulted in three Viet Cong killed and eighteen capturea trying
to flee the objective area. HNo sircraft were demeged.

12 July 1966: The 116th was égaln in support of the ist and
2nd Battalions, 27th Infantry, 25th Infantry Division. Two companies were lifted

inté 7 LZ's zround Bao Cahn Na (XT 5601) in 30 sorties, As a rasult 175 refugeca\\ -
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were freed {rom Viet Cong domination and subsequently air lifted to "new lifeV
hamlets. The Armed Helicopter Platoon discovered several Viet Cong stupply
caches which were siezed by heliborne troops. . A successful eagle flight
commanded by Captain Robert D. Anderson resulted in 1 Viet Cong killed and 5
Viet Cong captured. - No aircraft were damaged, but SP4 Dennis B, DeYoung
(aircraft crewman) was wounded by hostile fire while attempting to capture a
Viet Cong. For this he was recommended for and received the .award of the
Silver Star for gallantry.

- 19 July 1966: The 116th was involved in a emergency extraction
of the 2nd Battalion, 27th Infantry from the yicinity of XT5102, Elements of
the Battalion were under heavy Viet Cong attack, The extraction was completed
without damage to aircraft or loss of life due to the-heavy volume of suppressive
fires laid down by the "Stingers". Upon checking the PZ after the final
extraction a crew member of the flight.saw four US-Soldiers who h~d been ine
advertently left in the area. A lift ship was immediately diverted and the
four troops were recovered unharmed. L N SR S

The following statistics were.compiled-for the month of July: .

Aircraft hit by ground fire.. .~-; . .6 (4D's & 2 Bts)
iircraft lost to combat . 0

dircraft lost by accident.. 0

Wounded in action . S 1

Total sorties flown 7038 .-

-Total combat assault hours f1dwn | AT

Total hours flown Loiroe. 25090

Total troops carried . . e A3

~Total cargo carried .. ., .. .. . 722 Tons

" Total ammunition expended:

7.62° . 250,000 rds

2750 7 500 rds

_ . ) - 40mm .. 700 rds

o  High ‘.,av..i‘ato.r el .. - o i ”"’0'2 hrs{
| Low Aviator : ' 18.1 hrs
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Average aviator time : 89.2 hrs
Average aircraft time ,- 93 hrs

4 fmgust 1966: The Hornets were in support of .the Special
Forces at Tay Ninh with 11 UH-1D's and a light fire team.” The mission was to
conduct two combat assaults followed by extractions. Light enemy fire was
encountered during ‘both phases, but no hits were recorded. During the operation,
numeroug water buffalo, a source of food for. the Viet Cong wére killed. LIC .
Joseph starker, Commanding Officer,. 11th Combat Aviation Battalion was credited e
for six confirmed buffalo kllls. LTC Starker was. flylng with the Armed Hellcopter '
Platoon. - o B ‘ et ) i

. .16 nugust 1966 The Hornets were 1n~d1rect support of the 1st .

Battallon, 27th Infantry- in the Cu Chi-.area. 713 sortles were flown to move .
900 {roops and large amounts of supplies. The landing zches in the v1cin1ty
of goordinates XT 540220 were covered by heavy enemy fire., Considerable
amoyats of small arms-and automatic weapon fire was received. Two Viet Cong
were spotted in the open anc killed by "Hornet" door gunners. Two 1ift. ships -
tock hits and Captain Peter Smith the flight leader and. SPh Leon W. Maddux a .
cyaw chief received flesh wounds from enemy fire.. .

The following statlstlcs ‘Were complled for the month of

Jugust: . S .
Aircraft hit by ground fire - 6(2 D's‘&rh'Bté)'
_ K ;nircraft lost o combat - ‘i. 1_;f‘f o . _ ;
‘ : HV - Alrcraft lost to accldent | :. i';wiﬁhi'o,ﬁi"; t:f}f ‘l;“f. R é
'VWbunded in actlon }3, L o{: f:;--:l-.‘f.izf::;:' '.“ | |
_ .Total sorties flown “‘f”}; %;' A :;1'{:75715_;}f;fj;“?'1r};“: L |
L 7:.':Total cOmbat assault Hours flown' '*£:7-16&2". ‘ ‘ |
o Total hours flOWn ; Lo '. o 'j¥.£2173:?é':‘
VTotal troops carrled e - :10292
Total cargo carrled o ‘ 290 Tons

Total ammunltlon expended

62 250,000 rds
2.75 - - - 600 rds
“Momm 700 hrs
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High aviator ~ 136.1 hrs

" Low aviator” © v = k. hrs
VAver;ge”aviétor time 75:5-hfs ;
Avé?agé aifcféft time : 80.5 hrs o

" 1 September 1966: The 116th Assault Helicopter Company,was
in direct support of 2nd Battalion, 27th Infantry, 25th Infantry Divisiog. Two
companies of Infartry were lifted into six zones around the village of Hau Hoa
(XT 577039). Before extraction the ground elements killed 9 Viet Cong, captured
oniirmed Viet Cong and 29 suspected Viet Cong, 10 weapons, and various™ P
other items and supplies. This particular operation was the most successful. .~

-

pacification operation of the quarter,: No-aircraft were demaged although -~

light sniper.fire was encowtered upon extraction. : S e

© 12-September 1966: The "Stingers" finished & 3 day operation . /K -
in support of the Special Forces imnits at Tay Ninh. They expended 68,000 .
rounds of 7.62mm ammunition, 995 rockets (2.75), and 1000 grenades (40mm). They .
were credited with 13 Viet Cong killed by body count in the vicinity'bf ... ;
coordinates 651876, In addition, 5 buildings, 3 sampans, and 2 reinforced L
bunkers were destroyed in the sané general apea, The fire team leader for the’
operation Ci’2 Paul D. Sadowski, was comended for this outstanding spuppoft of
the ground force- operation. e

28 Septembet 1966: The Hornets supported the L4th Battalion, -

9th Infantry (Manchu) on operztion Lani Kai. On the final extraction from an
LZ vicinity coordinates XS 685825 intense automatic weapons fire was encountered.
Two UH-1D's were hit, but continued to fly. One gun ship-wes hit in the
vicinity of transmission, severing the transmission:oil line,..The Alrcraft
Commander, WO Michael Kitchura landed in a hostile-snd uninhabited area. A
security force was immediately placed around the aircraft, Beekeeper, the 116th -
naintenance aircraft sas called to evacuate or repair the aircraft.” Captain (o
Lawrence R. Dewey Jr msde the determination that he could repair the aircraft
and fly it to a secure area, Captain Dewey then proceeded to Fhu Loi, procured
the necessary parts, returned to the downed aircraft, effected the repair and
flew the aircraft home. This entire action took place in less than 1% hours.
For his outstanding efforts, Captain Dewey was recormended for the Army
Cormendation hecal,

The follawing'statistics were compiled for the month of
Septenmber: ‘ T

Aircraft hit by ground fire 10 {7 D's & 3 B's)

‘Alrcraft shot down = _ . 0
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Total hours flown . 2296

Aircraft lost by accident 0

Wounded in action 0

Total sorties flown _ 7188

Total combat assault hours flown 1686 )

Total troops carried 12143

Total cargo carried 264 Tons -

Total ammunition expended:

7.62 250,000 rds
2.75 500 rds
40mm | 600 rds
High aviator . - | 129.1 hra
Low aviator ‘ 4s9 hrs
Average aviator time - 2 | 67.0 hrs
Average eircraft time 85 hrs

: On 4 October the 116th Assault Helicopter Company reinforced by
the 162nd Assault Helicopter Company supported the 2nd Brigade, 25th Infantry
Division in conducting combat assaults in the Ben Luc area. Nineteen UH-1D's
and 2 light fire teams were committed to this mission. Lifts were made from Cu
Chi and Ben Luc to LZ's in the vicinity of XS6767 and XT6768. A total of 356
troops and 14 tons of supplies were moved during the operation. On approach to

the 1Z's both units came under intense small arms and automatic weapons fire from
all sides of the area. In the vicinity of XS6768, the 116th flight had 3 UH-1D's
and 1 UH-1B hit by ground fire with all ships incurring multiple hits. One of
the three was forced to land, One crew member was WIA. Fire was returned in the
area resulting in an estimeted 3VCWBAA, In the vicinity of XS6767, the 162nd
flight had 2 UH-1D's and 1 UH-1B hit hit by ground fire from Viet Cong sighted
along the sides of the LZ. One ship ws forced to land. One crew member wes
WIA. Quickly recovering from the surprise attack and reacting rapidly, fire was
irmediately returned from the UH-1D door gunners and from the fire team escort.
Engeging and pursuing the enemy with effective fire, they accounted for 15 Viet
Cong KBAA by body count, 10 Viet Cong KBAA estimated and 5 Viet Cong WBAA body
count, All downed aircraft were later recovered without further incident.
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e On. 22 October the 116th Assault itelicopter Company wes employed
in support of the 1st Brigade, 25th Infantry Division. Combat assaults vere
conducted Irom: a PZ in the vicinity of XT728147 to LZ's in the vicinity of
XT752205, XTT747206 and XT746201, Thirteén UH-1D's rnd 2 UH~1B's were coumitted
to the mission. During the first 1ift of an extraction of the 4th Battalion,
23rd Infantry from an LZ in the vicinity of XT752205 at approximately 1615
hours, intense small arms and 60mm mortar fire was received in the ‘PZ, One
UH-1D was hit by enemy fire :nd heciily drzged vbile in the FZ2, Upon lifting
from the PZ another UH-1D was force landed to the south of .the PZ because the
trensuission oil line was severed by enemy firé., The aircreft landed in a secure
area, was repaired and flown out. Kedical evacuationh of the wounded in the PZ

vas accomplished by a helicopter from the 116th Assault Helicopter Gompany, >

The damaged helicopter in the PZ was recovered utilizing 56th Transportation

Company and a recovery ship from the 178th Combat Support Helicopter Company.

Extensive helicopter gun team, artillery and tactical air support was placed

in the area in support the defensive ground element of approximztely 60 US.
-“Proops. Another extroction of the ground element was initiated at approximately

1815 hours. Nine UH-1D's from the 116th Assault Helicopter Company, 2 light

fire teams and a UH-1B smoke dispensing ship were comriitted to the mission. ALl

- ground elements were loaded aboard the aircraft for departure, However during

take off one. UH=1D received damaging fire imediately after take off and was
forceé landed approximately 200 yerds SW of the PZ. And two more were shot down
when they attemped to land by the first disabled craft, Wounded personnel
were evacuated from the LZ by Hornet aireraft under intense fire. At approx=-
“imately 1900 hours reinforcements were lifted into the LZ, At which time a
UH-1D from the 118th issault Helicopter Company was shot down. Additional
wounded. personnel were evacuated by ‘the '116th Assault Helicopter Company under
intense enemy fire until darkness and poor .weésther curtailed operations, & - '
total of 10 UH-1D and 2 UH-1B helicopters fro;. the 116th Assault Helicopter Company
received hits from enemy fire during the operation. Friendly casuslties from the
116th Assault Helicopter Company during the operition were IKIA and 13 WIAG - f
An estimated .5 Viet Cong.were KBAA and 10 Viet Corg were WBAA during the-operatior,
~The 116th Assault Melicopter Company haé been redommerded for the Valorous * ¢ .
Unit Award for.this action,. L : S T

;Theffoiloﬁiﬁglgﬁgtistipé:ﬁéfq qqmpile& for t hie month’ of Uctobers:

i

LI PP

Aircraft hit by ground fire 18 (17 D's & 1 B)
Mircraft lost £o combat. . ' © s
.Ai;éfafﬁ.1os£'%j“aéci&éﬁ£;; o e :.-"TQiJ‘ rnf;- .
Wounded.in action . _ C LTk

Total sortiss flom o eu3
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 Total combat, assault sorties flown : 3678 -

Jotel hours flown . L . pa0p

' Total comfgat." gs}éhlt hi‘:'u_-r"_s_" ilown T 364

votal troops arried.. =~ . Canse .
: Total cargo carried - . 227.,5 Tons

Total amanition ekpendeas’ - - S

LY

R
g T4

e kom0 1800 rds |

“ High aw;iatqr‘f_""*"' T S o L 148 hrs

L Iéow'.a-v_iétér T e R . 7.5hrs
f":"':__‘.';'_f*.%reragp,a:viator time .. N 7,  ..; el - . 78.8 hrs
o TR ".ffver'e;gbjé;_ _aircraft'tﬁg o *, Ty " 91 hrs
il . _f;_ '.7 - '.-l- . . . . : .‘:;_‘1.‘ ) ~.' .. - - - . o B '.
. .. .. On L MNovember the 1i6th Assault Helicopter Compary wes committed o
‘to.sugport of“the.1st Infantry -Division ®iid ‘25th- Infantry, Pivision on a_ tactical
emergency at approximately 1600 -hours,” A8 a result of contact with an estinated

Viet Jcng Battalion in the .vic-:i.n;ifby,_f"@i_‘:'ﬁ‘h055, elements of ;the 196th Tdght 4
Iafautry Brigade were relriforced by units.from Cu Chi, Lei.Khe and Di An during
the late afternoon, evening and well into the night. The operati onl:dncluded -
both troop ani ‘equipment lifts into Dau Tieng. "larlier in the day, :the 116th \
had two UH-1I''s hit while supporting the i96th, Intense small drms fire was
r-ceivod duringlascombat ascault into ah 12 in the vicinity of XT4L4LS., One. >
airvratt continued to fly, but the other alreraft réceived intense small arms
five from the vieinity of XT&248 and sustained a hit in the engine oil line,
" IL wes forcet to land bt was later flown out. Two passengers were WIA on

the iz st ship hit and one on the second, - "

This was the start of Operation ittleboro, the largest land
operation of the Vietnam .ar to date. The 116th Assault Helicopter Company
played 2 sigrificant role throughout the -operation, having garnered many awards
-.and devoraticns for outstanding performance. .

* "On 28~November the 116th Assa.ult.';ﬁellicopter Company conducted
operations ir general support of* US and -RVN forces in the III Corps area,




O

O

Ten UH~1D's and one light fire team were committed to the mission, Tﬁere

.were 457 personnel and 3 tons of ¢argo carried
" imately 1530 hours, one UH-1B of the LFT,

during the operation. &t approx-
while enroute on a mission out of

Bien Hoa; crashed and burned in the vieinity of YT070260, Four fatalities resulted
from the c¢rash., Cause could not be deterinined. Enemy ground fire was received
while securing the area and recovering of bodies, but no hits were taken,

November:

The fbllaging statistics were compiled for the month of

Mreraft hit by ground‘firé-
Alrcraft lost ;o_ééﬁbé£ h
Aircraft loét‘éoﬁédéiéenﬁ o
‘Wounded in action
Total sorties flown
Total combat assanlt sorties flown
Total hours flown
Total combat assault hours.flown
Total trdops carried
Total cargo carried
Total ammunition Expended:
| 7.62

2.75

4,0mm
High aviator
Low aviator
Avefage aviator time

Average aircraft time

5 (D;s)
1 (B)
0

B

0

6356

3089

2330

1364

13,842
392.,4 Tons

120,000 rds
500 rds
600 rds
143 hrs
7«1 hrs

79.6 hrs
86 hrs
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;f On 9 December the 116th Assault Helicopter Company conducﬁed
operations in general support of US and ARVN forces in the ITI Corps ares.,

Eleven UE-1D's and one light fire team were committed and hauled 488 passengers-

and 6 tons of cargo during the day. At approximately 1000 hours, during the.
extraction of a Recondo Patrol from the vicinity of YS2982, intense automatic

weapons .fire was received and one UH-1D .sustained 7 hits. Although use of-

the

tail rotor was lost, the aircraft was flown by LT Fdward Malanowski to Bearcat

and landed without further damage. -Suppressive fire was put into the area

and resulted in 2 Viet Cong KIA body count. At approximately 4630 hours small. .

arms fire was received in the vicinity of YT528L and ¥YT5684, but no hits were
sustained. In another action, a light fire team was credited with twenty Viet

Cong Kia, estlmated in the vicinity of XT4517.

/

; The follow:ng statistics were compiled for the month of

December: f_ ) e gmeLliovs
/f Aircraft hit by ground fire- . -. . -3 (2D's &1 B)
Aireraft lost to combat TR B
_ Aireraft lost to accident .- 21 - - o Qo

Wounded. in action o .- 0
Total sorties flown ™ - .;L:,;. 7520
Total hours flown | 7 S - 2523

; Total combat assault sorties flown. <1952 . -

’ Total troops carried . w0l ... 1#;339-;-
Total cargo carried el _ '254.5 Tons

Totel ammunition expended°

7.62 280,000 rds
2.75 - 1;100 rds
4,0 1,500 rds
ji High.aﬁiétor P 157,77 hrs
wa aviator T 1.5 hrs

‘ Aver=ge avistor time = = 8.5 hrs
Average aircraft time . - 93 hrs

-
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V. MAINTENANCE:

During the first quarter of 1966 the aircraft availability rate
for the 116th Assault Helicopter Company was 67.5% for the UH-1Ds and 84,0%
for the UH~1Bs., This compares to the Department of Army goal of 80% availability
across the board based on a flying hour program of 60 hours per aircraft per
month., As can be readily seen the unit was over itt's goal on B models, but
considerably short on the D models. The reasons for that situation ares:

1. Delta models flew approximately 25% more hours than the Bravos
thereby requiring more inspections and parts,

- 2. Grounding of several aircraft for a .10 day period because of -
damage received during a mortar attack on 30 January. o ~

A brea.kdo!m by mont.h ,of availa.bility, hours flown ’ a.nd inspections
performed are as follows:. . .

Availabilit.x..r-—A _J‘gn_ DI E.!-’;.Q S lv_!g_g_

UH=1B, .o . L. 85% o . 8kE . 83%
UH-1D 63%: R Vs mm
Average ti._m___per A/C per Month- . - _ |
UH—1B ) o 7y hrs " s3nrs 58 hrs
'UH--‘1D. IV 62 hrs 61 hrs 76 hrs

Periodic Inspections performed' 3

15 16 ‘ 28
' The second quarber of the yea.r saw some improvement in the avialability
of aircraft and the maintenance picture as a whole due to- better parts support
and a higher experience level within the maintenance persormel of the wnit, ;
Average availability for UH~1Ds was 71.5% and 78.5% for the UH-1Bs. Average
hours flown per aircraft were considerably higher than first querter.figures.
The overall awvailability would have been considerably higher, but for a TWX

received 1 June requiring a one-time inspection of the tail rotor hub bearings.
The inspection grounded 15 Ds and &4 Bs for about 10 days awaitlng parts,

A break down by month of . availability, hours flown, a.nd mspections
performed for the 2nd quarter are as follows-

Availabillty | ‘_‘PI o Yey Jun
UR-1B .. 81.3% B T S X
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UH-1D 72.1% '_ 78,28 - 65.28
Average time per A/C Month: .: ““.;
W15 g hrs 56,6hrs 4641 hrs
w7 e s 95;_3 hrs 81,8 hrs

Periodic Inspections performed:

18 : 20 .15

Percentages-in aircraft availability rose somewhat during the third
quarter again due to an ever~increasing experience level and smoother parts-
flow, The average availability for the quarter wes 74% on the Ds and 80% on
the Bs.. Again the Delta model failed'to attain the goal of 80%,"but the flying
hour program was over flown in excess of 50% which more then compensates for
that small short coming. In acdition several aircraft were victims to hostile
fire during the quarter and required extensive down time. . I

A breakdown by month of availability, hours flown, and inspections
accomplishod far the 3rd quarter are as follows: ’

Availability: Jul Aug Sep
UH-1B - 89.1%5 7 78,68 B
W-p 75,58 70.5% 76.5%
Average time per AZC per Mbnth;- N o

UH-1B | 87.;é:"};rs;‘:’ T hes 71,3 s
UH-1D | 101 hrs | 78.5 hrs . 91 hrs
Pem.odchns'pectlons performed | | -

Alsq during the 3rd quarter 25 separate combat strikes were repaired
by unit maintenance personnel requiring 1754 men hours of lzbor, '

During the 4th quarter of the year, the wnit's availability was
72.6% for the UH-1Ds and 69.3% for the UH-Bs, Although the 80% goals were
not achieved the average time flown per UH-1D per month was 98 hours and 56
hours for Bravos. Factors Precluding higher availability are:

1. Overflying the program cauéing parts shortage,

-y
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2. Heafy inspection requirements.
3. Combat damage. |

A breakdown by month showing availability, hours flawn, and
inspections performed is as follows:

Availability:
W-1B. . o 9% 9% < . sof
CUH-D e 798 S 1 5%
, aAveragg tiﬁénper A}C.pé;fﬁghth:-‘ ;' : - o _ R |
. UH-1B‘2L‘”'. B f-hjf1ﬁ;s . 54 hrs 43 hrs
UH-1D S 89.hrs = . - 98 hrs | 111 hrs

Periodic Inspections performed:

. At year's end the t16th ﬂésauiﬁ Heiicopter Coﬁpanvld rleet of
aircraft were reaching an advanced state of age, T average total hours -
flown per machine was 1053, At Appendix'X. is an organizational chart showing
the structure of the Service Platoon. S ‘

VI. ATTACHED UNIT ACTIVITIES:
a, _283rd Signal Detachment

(1) _Organization:

' . -.- The 283rd Signal Detachment was activated on 5 July 1965
and attached to the 116th Assault Helicopter Company at Fort Bragg, North
Carolina UP GO .200, Headquarters, Third United States Army, dated 12 July 1965, -
Upon arrivalin Vietnam, the 283rd.combined operations with the 285th Signal -
Detachmert, to provide third and fourth echelon avionics support for ihe 11th
Combat Aviation Battalion. On 21 June 1966, the 283rd rejoined the 116th. o
hssault Helicopter Company as an attachment, At Appendix XI is an organization
chart of the Detachment.

{(2) Mission:
The mission of the:283fd Signal Detachment consists of

performing 3rd and ith echelon maintenance on all radios and;navigational aids
currently installed .in the aireraft of the 116th Assault Helicopter Company.
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This mission encompasses ény minor medifications to plugs and wiring of ceamu-
nications and navigational radios in the helicopter along with replac1ng and
fixing damaged wiring.

(3) Accomplishments:

During the last six months of the year when the 283rd was
performing exclusively for the 116th Assault Helicopter Company , the Detachment
received 2080 work order requests, They were able to complete 2039 requests
with only 41 being referred to a higher level maintenance orgamization.

During the year the 283rd assisted in wiring the 11th Combat
Aviation Battalion Officer's Club as well as the 116th Assault Helicopter
Company's EM club. They also dispatched an advance party to.the "Hornets" new
home at Cu Chi to accompllsh all necessary electrlcal and communlcation wiring

of the compound, W
/

b. 392nd Transportation Maintenance Detachment: : , . (ﬁi

(1) Orgenization:

) The 392nd Trensportation Mzintenance Detachment is organized
under the provisions of TOE 55-500R. At Appendix XII is an organizational chart
of the Detachment. - Cor.

(2) Mission: R K; - . /i

The missmon of the 392nd is to prov1de direct support
meintenance and overall téchical assistance to the 116th Assault Helicopter

Company.
(3) Accomplishments:

oy

During the year the 392nd has changed h3 alrcraft engines, (Tm

128 main rotor blades, performed 54 hot end inspections, and has spent in excess
of 4000 man hours on sheet metal work repalrtng combat demage., Numerous other
statistical figures could be presented that are equally impressive, but not
needed to show the tremendous importance to the I16th Agsault Hellcapter Company
of the 392nd Transportation Detachment. _

c. 4313t Medical Detachment:

(1) Organization:

The 431st Medical Detachment is organlzed in accordance
with TOE 8-500D and consists of one medical (Flight Surgeon) and eight enlisted
men., At the end of the year no Flight Surgéon was assigned due to the shortége
of Doctors theatre wide. At Appendix XIII is an organizational chart of the

7
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Detachment,
(2) Mission:

The mission of the 431st Me.ical Detachment is to provide
direct medical support for the 116th Assault Helicopter Company and its Detach-
ments. This mission obviously can only be accomplished if a medical officer
is assigned. However, nearly continuous support has been obtained through
coordination with the 11th Combat Aviation Battalion Surgeon.

-

(3) Accomplishments:

The Medicel Detachment has, in azadition to its normal support
activities, participated in many civic actions ané has trected several thousand
civilians throughout the year. Additionally a medic habitually accompanies
the unit N "combat assaults and is available to provide immedizte medical
attention if required.
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