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117TH ASBAULT HELICOrTER COMPANY (UH-1) (4)
4PO SF 96377

2 March 1967

SUBJECT: Unit Historical Report

1. MISSION AND RESOURCIS

A, The 117th Aviation Company (4ir Mobilé Light) was acti-
vated effective 25 June 1963 by USARPAC General Order Number 236,
dated 14 June 1963, This same General Order assigned the 117th
Aviation Company (AML) to US Army Support Group, South Vietnam. The
personnel and equipment for the 117th Aviation Company (AML) were
based at Qui Nhon, home of the "01ld 8th!, until 22 September 1965,
when the 117th moved to Dong Ba Tﬁin as advance party for the 10th
Aviation Battalion. The 10th iviation Battalion arrived at Dong Ba
Thin on 15 December 1965, finding the 117th completely mission ready.
The 10th .viation Battalion was redesignated in July 1966, to the

10th Combat fAviation Battalion and all subordinate iir Mobile Com~

“nanies to /ssault Helicopter Companies (UH-1) (a).

B. The primary mission of the 117th Assault Helicopter
Company:is to provide tactical air movement of U,8, and Allied
troops in connection with counter-insurgency operations against armed
hostile forces in the Republic of Vietnam.

(1) The secondary mission of the 117th is to provide
tactical air movement of supplies and equipment within the tactical
area of responsibility. |

(2) An alternate mission of increasing irportance, has

been the immediate availability and effective supressive fires of
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the 117th's Armed Helicooter Platoon, to include close aviation
support for Assault Hel%copters, Infantry units, motor convoys and
ground units under attack,

(3) Some of the other missions accomplished by the_
117th are: Armed Resconnalssance, Reconnaissance bv firé, Surveil=
lance, Artillery .\djustment, Psychological Warfar:, Chemical, Bio-
logical and Radiological Warfare, Cormend and Control, Amergency
Extractibns, and Yedical "wvacuations.

2. ORGAIIZATICN

A, The 117th Assault Helicovter Company (UH-1) (A) was
comnsnded by Major Harbin 4 Constance, Infantry until 28 February
1966, when Major Harry J Zellmer, Infantry, assumed comnand and who,
in turn, was succeeded by Major Kenneth I Ketzler, Artillery, on 26
October 1966,

B. The 117th issault Helicopter Company (UH-1) (A) was re-
organiuéd on 10 November 1466, under Modified TO&E 1-77G by General
Order Number 249, Headcuarters USARPAC, Dated 1 November 1966. The
present authorized strength is fifteen (15) officers, fifty-two (52)
warrant officers, and one hundred and seventy three (173) enlisted
men.,

C. The units attached to the 117th at the beginning of the
year were: the 140th Transportation Detachment (Cargo Helicopter
Field Maintenance), the 130th Mediczl Detachment (Organizational
Augmentation), the 256th Signel Detachment, and the 22d Quartermaster
Detachment (POL),

(1) The 130th Medical Detachment was commanded by




Captain David T Cesey, Medical Corps, until his departure on 15
Sevtember 1966. Under the expert guidance and leadership and superb
orofessional ability of Captain Casey, the 117th's officers and en-~
listed men were able to stay in top flying and fighting shape, 4s

a result, Captain Casey was reconmended for a Bronze Ster for meri-
torious achisvement and was awarded the .ir Medal for frequent
aerial flights into hostile areas, Captain Casey and his medical
detachment were responsible for continuous medical support during ali
operations both at Dong Ba Thin and in the field, under the most ex~
treme hardships, winning his detachment the greatest respect from
the 117th Assault Helicopter Comvany., Since Coptain Casey's de-
partufe, the detachment has been under the supervision of 3SG John

J Kelle - and has continued to operste very eificiently without an
assigned Flight 3Burgeon,

(2) The 140th Transportation Detechment has provided the
117th with consistently superior third echelon maintenance both =2t
Dong Ba Thin and in the field, During operations throughout the
Resublic of Vietnam, they have distinguished themselves by out?
standing performance of duty in keeping the average aircrait avail-~
ability over £0% under the most hazerdous conditions in the field.{
Captain Iouis J Lerda, Trancgjortation Corp, cormanded the detachment
until 15 March 1966, when Captain John R Smith, Transportation Corp,
assumed command,

(3) On 25 January 1966, tho 256th Signal {~tochment,
formerly part of the 117th, wns further assigued to the 10th Combat

Aviation Battalion and redesignated a member of the battalion con=-




solideted Signal Section, By combining all company Signal Detach-
ments into one organization the 117th was able to receive much
grester avionics supnort both at Dong Ba Thin and in the field.

(4) The 22d "martermester Detachment, responsible for
suoworting the 117th Assault Helicopter Company with POL for air-
craft and vehicles was released from attechment on 24 June 1966,
when the responsibility for POL was taken over by the 117th's ser-
vice section. The service section's POL personnel have provided the
117th with continuous POL supnort during every operation they were
engaged in. During many of the operations the POL section placed
itself in strategic points in the‘tactical area of responsibility
and established refueling points so that sircraft not only from the
117th but from the entire battalion could refuel without returning
to home base thus saving valuable time and consequently eiding great-
ly in the accomnlishment of thes mission. During several of the con-
pany operations the 117th's POL section installed a newly devised
"Mini-Eoft" aircraft refucling point that was capable of refueling
four running aircraft at once, This eliminated the waste of valu-
able time which was formerly spent shutting down the aircraft and
refueling them one at a time by a tanker, The use of theis new "Mini-
Port" gave the 117th the capability of refueling its entire compli-
ment d}vaircrajt within a few minutes.

3. EQUIPHENT AND FACILITIES

A, At the beginning of the year the 117th was comprised of
two assault helicopter platoons with eight (8) UH-1D's cach and one

armed helicopter platoon with nine (9) armed UH-1B's., Due to a




modification of the TO&E effective 10 November 1966, the twé air-
1ift nlatoons are now authorized eleven (11) UH-1D's each with one
(1) UH=1D assigned to the service platoon, The armed helicopter
vlatoon is now in the process of exchanging its eight (8) UH-1B's
for the newer and faster UH-1C's. The armament systems of the armed
platoon have also been improved with the recent addition of the new
"mini-gun" waapons system. Six of these "mini-guns" are authorized
along with two M~5 kits and two M-3 kits,

B. On 11 March 1966, tho 117th idssault Helicopter Company
(UH-1) (4), moved from their field quarters east of the Dong Ba
Thin Runway to its assigned area within the new aviation complex west
of the airfield, where more permanent type structures were constructe
ed. The move was mede in the minimum of time possible, with 12
structures already completed, including the orderly room, supply
office and storage room, imovroved arms and mail room and flight
onerations., In July 1966, a seventy-six (76) spzce asphalt and con-
crete helinort was completed to accomodate the entire 10th Combat
Aviation Battalion. This addition has greatly facilitated mainten-
ance and made the landing and parking of aircraft much easier and
safer, |

L. OPZIR4LTIONS

a. The function of the operations section is to plan, co-
ordinate and insure the smooth operation of all flight recuirements
placed upon the 117th Assault Helicopter Company (UH-1) (A)., Due
to the untiring efiorts of the company operations section under the

supervision of first, Major lugustus L Sheider Jr, irtillery, until




July 1966, when succeeded by, Mejor Williem E Ault, Infantry, opera-~
tions throughout the ysar have been accomplished in a timely, effi-
cient, and professional mannecr.

(1) Operation Jefferson - The 117th Assault Helicopter
Company (UH-1) (4), was the sole aviation support for the 2d Reoublic
of Xorea larine Brigade and the 47th IRVN Regiment throughout opera-
tion Jefferson, from 1 January 1966 till 16 January 1966, near Tuy
Hoa, Republic of Vietnam., This support consisted of massive combat
assaults, resun-ly missions, and numerous medical evacuations, These
missions were conducted vrirarily during daylight hours, however, on
several occasions the 117th was required to accomplish these missitns
during the hours of darkness. The cooperation between the 117th and
the allied units and the Tspisit de Corps of everyone engaged in the
operation was truly outstanding. This close harmony between the li7th

and the supported units was to become readily apparent in all future

overations,

(2) Operation Van Buren - Initially, Operation Van
Buren, 19 January - 21 February 1966, ncar Tuy Hoa, Revublic of
Vietnam, began with the ll7th‘and sister units of the 10th Combat
Lviation Battalion supvorting the 2d ROK Marine Brigade and the 47th
ARVN Regiment, The most noteworfhy actions involved two simultaneous
company lifts into extremely confined landing zones., %nemy res-
istance was encountered and immediately engaged by the armed heli-
copter escort, who ei&ectively neutralized the resistance and the
combat assault was successfully completed, Throughout the'night, ‘

however, increased enemy activity required the 117th to provide lift




helicopters for emergencv medical evacuations and armed helicopters
for suprressive fire support. ‘The dedication to duty in the fece of
known dangers.and Lnténsive hostile fire inspired the ROK larines to
displav their appreciation to the pilots and crews of the 117th by
presenting to ther certificates of heroism from the Republic of Korea,
It was duringdthe latter phase of the operation, when the 117th was
in direct support of the lst Brigade, 10lst ﬁirbérne Division, and
enemy activity was relotively light, that the 117th learned to ap-
preciste and respect the aggressivensss amd professionalism of the
Infantrymen of the 10lst. There emerged from this operation a unique
and close knit fighting force of iviation and Infentry, with thier
joint Esprit de Corvs, that was destined to excel throughout the
year,

(3) Operation Harrison - The 117th Assault Helicopter Comvany
(UH-1) (A) accomplished & combat first dufing Operation Harrison, 26
February - 24 March 1966, near Tuy Hoa, Republic of Vietnam, by con-
duoting-a major combat asssult, They airlifted an entire Infentry .
Battalion of the lst Brigade, 10lst iirborne Division in two 1lifts,

" durine & chemical attack utilizing non-toxic tear gases, on a hostile
area, This phenominal feat required all crew membéers to perform their
flying duties while wearing the newly developed V-24 aviator protec-
tive mask throughout the mission. These tactics were completely
successful despite the consiaerably reduced visibility within the land~-
ing zone as a result of smoke, gas vapors, and exploding ordnance,
Tnemy contact steadily increased throughout the day, requiring the

commitment of all available aircraft of ﬁhe 10th Combat Aviaiion




Battalion. The veteran 117th was. c¢2lled upon to lecad every conbat
assault, airlifting combat Infantrymen to critical woints through-
out the battle area in order to effectively press the attach against
a determined enemy, In.addition to these assaults, crews of the
117th completed three emergency ammunition resupply missions into
areas never before penectrated by allied forces. The results of
this action have been compiled and documented by the 10th Combat
Aviation Battalion and at the raquest of the Command and General
Staff College, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, have been‘forwarded to
their office for inclosure in the curriculum of the school.

(4) Operation Filmore - From 25 March - 9 april 1966, the lst

Brigede of the 10lst Airborne Division and the 47th /RVN Division,

with the suonort of the 117th Assault Helicopter Comovany, succeeded -

in protecting the rice harvest throughout the Tuy Hoa Velley,
marking the first time in more than ten (10) years thet rice was

not im»orted into this area to support the local population., In
addition to assuring an ample food supply'ibr our allies and denying
the enemy of his source of supply, these units, spirited by the
veteran 117th, blunted the attzck of a North Vietnamese Army Regi-
ment and routed them so as to cause the complete dispersion of all
their units. In order to exploit this dispersion, the 2d Battalion,
502d Airborne Infantry, with the supwort of the 117th, developed
specisl recondo teams to pursue the fleeing Viet Cong. These
tactics proved successful and continued until the close of Operation
TFilmore,

(5) Overation Austin II - The lst Brigade, 10lst Airborne




Division and the 44th ARVN Regiment, supported in part by the 117th
Assault Helicopter Company, experienced numerous enemy probes and
hand grenade attacks throughout Operation fustin II near Phan'Thiet,
Republic of Vietnam, from 11 ‘4pril - 26 April 1966, The 117th was
recuired to place both airlift and armed helicopter crews on con-
tinuous alert to suoport the emergency medical evacuations and combat
assaults, both day and night, that were conducted throughout this
overation., On the night of 21 /pril 1966, the entire 10th Combat.
aviation Battalion cantonment area and parking area became the
target of enemy mortar fire., Fortunately no ground attack followed
and due to the excellent individual bunkers and perimeter defensive
nositions no casualties were sustained and the only result was minor
damage to the parked aircraft.' This was a lesson well learned and
strict individual protective measures were required in all future
operations, On 27 April 1966, the enemy was reported to have with-
drawn inland toward the west. In order t- block this movement into
th- central highlands, &ll units, minus a handfull of reserves, were
redeployed to new base crmps loceted near the South Vietnam and
Cambodian border,

(6) Oneration Austin VI - The 117th issault Helicopter Company
provided suoport for thes 2d Battalion, 5024 .iirborne Infantry in its
efforts to halt the Viet Cong infiltration along the "Ho Chi Minh"
trail in the rugged central highlands near Gia Nghia, approximately
eight niles cast of Nhon Co, Republic of Vietnam, from 28 .pril -
17 May 1966, during the conduct of Operation Austin VI. ' Some of the

more important lessons learned during this period were the techniques




required for flving et high density altitudss, maximum gross weights,
and under severe weather enditions in the early morning and late
afternoons caused by th: rapidlv approaching monsoon season for
this arce, In order to bust cccomplish its mission, the 117th
placed voluntesr crews and helicopters in the forward infantry cém—
‘mand post, These crews, actually living with the infaniry units
were eveilable to the supported units much earlier each day since
they did not have to wait for the weather between Gia Nhia and the
field locatinns to clear up enough to fly. In addition, the armed
helic pter suovort wes irmediztely availsble at all times and proved
invaluable to the continuous combat operations, Midway through
justin VI, the tactical emphasis shifted to the are of Bu Gia Map,
From this small landing strip, Infantry, /Artillery, Army Aviation,
and Alr Force aetivities increased to a high peék. Close fire sup=-
vort by the 117th "Sidewinders" armed helicopter platoon was com-
monplace, requiring the addition of an emmunition and POL resupnly
point to be locéted at Bu Giz Map. The rough jungle terrain be-
tween th: Cambodian border and the forward command post was lit-
erally impossible to land in., Time after time, 10lst Airborne
Division Recondo teams attempted to blast arens in order to provide
sufficient clearings for the heliconters, but the t-sk was fruit-
less, Therefore, the assault helicooter pilots of the 117th were
forced to hover " ore than 60 feet in the air above the tree-tops
in order to accomnlish the wide varicty of missions, including re-

supnly of ammunition, food, and high explosives and occasionelly
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the extroction of critically wounded persomnel. Operstion /ustin VI

was the most aggressive battle action for tho 2d Battalion, 5024

Infantry, 10lst /irborne Diﬁision since its arrival in Vietnam. The
data on enemy casualties is as follows: Killed In .icticn (by body
count) 95, Killed in Action (estimated) 85, Wounded (estimated) 17,
Captured 15. An extract of the ifter Action Report of the 2d/502d
Infantry for Operation Austin VI reveals that: "The assignment of
the 117th Assault Helicopter Company comrand and control aircraft
in direct support of the Infantry was invaluable to the success of
the operation. A command and control helicopter was used for liai-
son, communication with subordinate units, assisting units to pin-
point their own locstions, suiding units t» terrain objectives,

and the location of potential landing zones. This flexibility
facilitated routine unit sunply and eirdrops and expedited emer-

gency airdrops of chainsaws, demolitions, fcod and armunition.
oD A 3 . 3

Stetioning the helicooters forward at Bu Gia Map provided much |

greater-utilization.”

(7) Opsration Paul Revere - The professicnalism and combat
proficiency of the 117th Assault Helicopter Company was agein dis-
vlaved when in only four (4) hours, the entire company moved, on
order, frcm Qia Nhia to Pleiku, Republic of Vietnem, for an immedi-
ate 48 hours narticipation in a major combat exercise, Operation
Paul Revere IV, 31 March - 1 June 1966. Reinforcements were required
to assist the lsf Air Cavalry Division in an aggressive attack on
Viet Cong Forces surrounded in an isolated'battle area. In less

than 24 hours the 117th had compiled 152 hours of combat flying,
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airlifting 654 Imerican soldiers and over 104 tons of supvlies, All
missions were successfully completed without incidcnt.

(8) Operation Uawthorne - it tﬁe same time that the 117th was
..engaged in Operation Paul Revere IV, the 10th Combat Aviation Bat-
talion issued explicit orders for the 117th to be cumbat operational
at Dak To, Republic of Vietnam, no later then 2 June 1966 for partici-
vation in §ne of the most intricately planned cempaigns to date,
Operation Hawthorne, 2 June -~ 20 June 1966. Without hesitation an
advance partr was airlifted to Dak To to establish the forward com-
mand vost and a temporary cantonment area for the operation. This
advance partv, under the command of Major Scheider, accomplished
its mission in a truly outstanding manner and due to its efforts,
the 117th 4ssault Helicooter Company was prepared to commencelthe
summort of‘fhe opérﬂtion on the day of their arrival. Operation
Hawthorne, 2 June - 20 June 1966, was one of the most significant
and decisive battles fought in Vietnam, ./merican and Republic of
Vietnam~{§rces succeeded in completely stoo-ing the planned attack
by the 2Lth North Vietnamese Army Regiment against the villages of
Dak To and Tén Cahn. This operation succeeded not only in stopping
the attack, but also routed ths North Vietnamese Regiment waich re-
sulted in its éomplete dispersal throughout the dense jungle battle
area."The infantry pressed the attack against the enemy by de-
ploying company sized elements into strategically located positions
in order to éffectively block the exits into Cambodia and the dense
Jungles to ﬁhe nqrth. These tactics recuired maximum aviation effort

in order to rapidly move large infantry and artillery clements
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throughout the battlefield., 1In addition, numerous special recon- ;
naisance teams required immediate airlift into the arcas separat-

ing the larger allied units. Many of these areas were known enemy

resupply and withdrawal routes and severel times during the oper-

ation members of the 117th sere called upon to eifect an emergency

extraction of one of these reconnaisance teams under intense enemny

fire to vrevent its complete annihilation. The success of this
overation would not have been possible without the determined,
highly orofessional aviation supnort rendered, of which the 117th
Assault Helicopter Coi pany nlav:d a major decisive rcle. Feats of
individual, crew, and team heroism were com on throughout the
operation. Members of the 117th continued to support, assist, and
even save their infantry comrades at grest personal risk and
sacrifice. Particular tribute is paid to Warrant Officer (W1)
Richard J. Fedorowicz who distinguished himself and the service
he revresents on two separate occasions within a period of only
four days, On 10 June, 1966 he conpleted a night resunply of a
beleaguered forc. near Dak To., While hovering above the trees,
at night, in very poor weather conditions, his aircraft became

the target of numerous enemy small arms and automatic weapons

fire. 1In spite of this extreme danger Warrant Officer Fedorowicz
successfully accomnlished his mission. On the night of 13-14
June, 1966, he again displayed exceptional courage and devotion

to duty when he was called upon to extract a small special

forces team from a hostile area where they were being pursued

by a platoon-plus sized enemy element. He cnce again successfully

accomplished his mission, For the above actions Warrant Officer
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Fedorowicz was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross with oak
leaf cluster, Three comvlete crews of the "Sidewinders", the
armed helicopter platoon, also earned the everlasting gratitude
end respect of our allies, when, on the evening of 3 June, 1966,
they were called upon to aid a commany of ARVN troops who had
been ambushed, vinned down by enemy fire, and eventually sur-
rounded by an enermy regiment. During the resulting engagement,
even though two of the pilots, Chief Warrant Officer (W2) Harold
2. Heber and Werrant Officer (W1) Raywond G, Fritz, became
seriously wounded and all aircraft beceme the target of intense
automatic and small arms fire, these dedicated soldiers remain-
ed on stati-n and attacked the enemy time after time with effec- .
tive and devastating suppressive fires. The American advisor
later reported thet es a result of this action, his forces met
no further resistance and wire sble to continue and acconmplish
their mission. As a result of this action, CWO Heber was recom=
mended i@r the Silver Star, CPT Richard D, Akrs, frtillery, 1Lt
Homer R, Jordan, Infantry, Warrant Officers (Wl1) Harold 0. Crooks
and Tdwin R, Constant were all recommended for the Distinguished
Flying Cross and all other crew members were recormended for the
Mr Medal for Valor, In order to nay tribute to the extraordin-
ary achievements performed in the conduct of Operation Hawthorne
sixty-five percent of the enlisted men were réconmended for the
USARV Certificate of Achievement, All told, Ovneration Hawthorne
was one of the most successful operations conducted in Vietnam

during 1966. This success was the result of a truly professional
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team eiffort, in which the 117th Assault Helicopter Conpany played
a major role.

(9) Operation Beauregard - The 117th continued to provide sup-
port for the lst Brigade, 101lst Airborne Division, in the same
general area around Dak To from 24 Junc - 14 July, 1966 during the
conduct of Opesration Beauregard. This oner~tion was conducted to
exploit the success of Operation Hawthorre and the 117th continued
to provide professional aviation support required by the infantry
units to enable them to accomplish their mission,

(10) Operation John Paul Jones - the 117th once aggin returned
to the coastal area of Tuy Hoa to provide support for Operation
John Paul Jones from 21 July -~ 25 fugust, 1966, Once again in sup-
wort of the 1lst Brigade, 10lst Airborne Division, as well as thelr
old friends and allies from the 2d ROK Marine Brigade, 22d ARVN
Division, and Special Forces elerents, the 117th continued to pro=-
vide airlift and armed helicopters for combat assaults, routine
and emergency resupply, commend and control, and, as always, ned-

jeal evacuation of sick and wounded., Once again the 117th was

included in several night 1lifts by company and battalion sized
task forces, During this operaﬂion, the ganships of the 117th had
10 confirmed Viet Cong killed and approximztely 45 structures
damaged or destroyed.

(11) Operation Seward - With no break and fortunately, with=-
out moving from its location in Tuy Hoz, the 117th once agoin
nrovided support for Operstion Seward from 26 fugust - 15 October,

1966, The 117th once again provided support for the lst Brigade,
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101st Airborne Division, and the néwly arrived lst Battalicn, 22d
Infantry, 4th Infantry Division as well as providing 10 airlift
heliconters to aid the 1lith Aviation Battalion in support of the
1st Air Cavalry Division.from 12 Septenber - 18 September 1966. The
highlight of Operation Seward was a 10th Combat Aviation Battalion
lift in which an infantry battalion was extracted, lifted to a
staging area, and then airlifted in a combat assault. This 1lift
commenced in the afterncon and terrinated with the final extrsc-
tion and assault being conducted with the use of artificial illum-
ination after dark. It was during the final extractiocn of the
recondo element of the 2d Battalion, 5024 Infantry that one of the
airlift helicovters, piloted by CPT Leslie J. Hepler, Transporta-
tion Corps, was taken under fire in the pickup zonc and received
one round in the transmission, there'y disabling tho aircraft.
Additionsl troops were immedistely returned to the area, and due
to this rapid reaction, no losses were sustained and the aircraft
was recovered. From 26 September - 13 October, 1966, fifteen
aviators from D troop, 1lst Squadron, 10th Cavalry, Lth Infantry
Division, who were newvarrivals in Vietnam, trained with and flew
operational missions with the 117th in order to gain experience

in combat operations.

(12) Operation Paul Revere IV - The 117th was olerted on 15
October, 1966 to move from Tuy Hoa to Pleiku to reinforce the 52d
Combat Aviation Battalion in support of the Ath Infantry Division
and the 3d Brigade, 25th Infentry Division engaged in Operaticn
Paul Revere IV, By 17 October 1966, the entire unit was overetional

in Pleiku oand commenced operations irmediately. The 117th conducted
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numercus combat assaults as well as other support missions, alone
and in conjunction with other units of the 52d. During Operation
Paul Revere IV, the 117th was faced with the problem of conducting
combat asszults into dense jungle terrain held by very determined
enemy and no suitsble areas for landing zones. By taking lighter
loads to allow the helicopters to hover out of ground effect, the
117th overcare this problem and conducted the assaults into areas
where it anpeared to be impossible, Trees, stumos, bhamboo, and
high elephant grass kept the helicopters from landing, but as they
novered over the ares, the infantry men of the 4th and 25th In-
fantry Divisions would jump out, sometimes from as high as fifteen
to twenty feet, and immediately secure the area and clear a place
for subsequent helicopters to land. On numerous occasions, landing
zones were cut by the infentry in the middle of jungles in order
for the helicopters to bring in replacements, resupnlies, or eva-
cuate wounded, The flying conditions faced by the aviators of the
117th placed demands upon the entire crew that the mere act of
accomplishinz eny mission assigned was a task requiring the utmost
in flying skill, It was during this period that the 117th lost
two heliconters to a very deterrined enemy. The first loss occur~
red on 29 October, 1966, when 1Lt John W. Manchester, Armor, was
called upon to resupply armunition to a rifle company that had
been in continuous contact with the eremy for several hours nnd
wes in dire need of the smmunition. 4s Lt Manchester approached
the drop area, the aircraft was fired upon and began to burn, Only -

through excentional flying skill was Lt Manchester able tc fly
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the burning aircraft to a sma2ll river several riles away, and exe-
cute a perfect landing enabling the entire crew to escape unharmed.
For this action, Lt Fanchester has been recommended for the Dis-
tinguished Flying Cross, The second loss occured on 11 November,
1966, and resulted in the only combat casuslties for the 117th for
the year. On this day, the 117th was called from an>ther mission

to provide airlift aircraft and armed escort to participate in an
emergency combat assault of elements of the 4th Infaontry Division
to provide reinforcements for one of their units that was in con-
tact with a superior force and had already suffered heavy casual-
ties. It was durinv a 1lift into one of the landing zones that one
of our armed heliconters, niloted by CPT John J. Livingston, JAr-
tillery and Warrant Officer Terrence M. Rovney, Aviation, was called
upon to nrovide cover for another armed helicopter which was making
& run on known enemy tergets. Without hisitation CPT Livingston
dove his aireraft toward the target where one other heliconter had
already been shot down, and nas he broke away from his run, his
aireraft became the target of numerous automatic weapons that were
emplaced in the target area, The helicopter burst into flame and
camé down among the enemy positions., It was not until leter, after
the enemy had been cleared from the area, that the bodies of CPT
Livingston, WO Rooney, SP5 Maynard J Humes, crew chief, and SPL
Loren S. Reeves, gunner, were able to be recovered, TFor the un-
questionable heroism and sacrifice above and beyond the call of
duty, CPT Livingston has been awarded the Silver Star, Warrant |
Officer Rooney, SP5 Humes, and SP4 Reeves the Distinguished Flying

Cross. Despite the losses suffered during this operation the 117th
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was ablz to accornlish every assigned misslon in 2 truly profession-
a2l manner.

(13) Overation Attleboro - Operation Attleboro, in Tey Ninh
Province, rapidly develoned into one of the major combat operations
of 1966, As more and more imerican Infantrvmen were comnitted to
the operation, the need for more heliconter su~port became apparent
and the 52d Corbat Aviation Battalion was called unon to nrovide
soms of this suprort, At this time the 117th was atteched to the
52d and received the mission of reinforcing the 170th Assault Hel-
icopter Commany for operation in supnort of the 1st Brigede, 25th
Infantry Division in the area just north of Tay Ninh, RVN, During
the period 10 November - 17 November 1966, one airlift platoon and
part of the armed helicopter platoon narticipated in nassive combat
assaults, resunply missions, medical evacuations, and ccmmand and
control missions for the infantry units. Although the flat terrain,
with huge landing zones freeqof obstacles, gove the »ilots and
crews-a relative break from the rigorous flying around Pleiku, the
Viet Cong would not. He posud a constent threat to all aircraft
flying anywhere in the area and it was only by extremely good for-
tune thet the 117th aireraft were abls to return to Pleiku with-
out loss or incident. During their stay at Tay Ninh, the combat-
wise veterans of the 117th were again subjected to eneny mortar
attack, but, due to their preparation for such an eventuality, no
cne was injured.

(14) Operation Pickett - On December 7, 1966, the 117th Assault

Heliconter Comnany again nacked its pags and moved to Kontum, RVN,
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where it joined the Headquarters of the 10th Combat iviation Bat-
talion and its sister unit, the 129th .ssault Helicopter Company,
in support of the lst Brigade, 10lst Airborne Division., The opera-
tion got under way early on the morning of 9 Dec mber, 1966, when
all the tactical units of the brigade wére neved in a series‘pf
combat assaults into positions approximately 30 miles west of
Kontum, near the Cambodian border., After these initial assaults,
the 117th continued to vrovide aircraft for commend and control,
resunply, medical evacuations, and the insertion and extraction of
long range reconnaissancce patrols throughout operstions in this area.
Just prior to the Christmas Truce period, the 117th and the 129th
extracted all the tactical elements from their field positions and
returned them to base camp at Kontum where they were able to cele-
brate Christmas. As a fitting end to a highly successful year, the
117th, along with its sister. comnany the 129th, and four CH-47A
Chinooks, commleted what is believed to be the largest non-illumi-
nated night combet assault yet held in Vietnem. On the night of 27
December, more than 1100 men and 6,000 npounds of cargo were lifted
into a deep valley apnroximately 15 miles northeast of Xontum.
Desnite the extremely hazardous mountainous terrain and unimproved
landing zones, coupled with strong winds and severe turbulence, the
entire 1ift was completoed without incident or accident in a very
professional manner by the veferan aviztors and crews of the 117th

Assault Helicopter Company.




Inclosure I: fwards and Decorations 1966,

AWARD NUMBER RECOHMENDED

Silver Star

Legion of Merit

Distinguished Flying Cross

Bronze Stér for Valor
Bronze Star

Air Medal for Valor
Alr Medal

Army Commendation Medal
for Valor

Army Cormendation Medal

Vietnamese Cross of
Gallantry

3
1

36

3
31
50
1588
16

25
20

21

NUmBER AWARDED

39
1147

41




Inclosure IT Aircraft Flying Hours and Availebility, 1966

NMONTH HOURS FLUHN IRCRAFT AV, IL.BILITY

January 1658 73.5%

February : 1174 6L.5%

March 1500 77.0%

Aoril 14,06 | 80.5%

May 1332 81.0%

June 1253 83.0%

July , 1585 93.0%

August 2078 86,5%

Septemﬁer 2002 85,5%

October 1817 85.7%

Novenber 2090 | 89.2%

December 1976 85.9% f
‘ '

Total Flying Hours 1966 19,871

Average Flying Hours p=r Month 1,656

Average Aircraft Aveilability per Month 82.1
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Inclosure III

Compeny (UH~-1)

The major oper-~tions that the 11l7th Assault Helicopter

(A) has been engaged in during 1966.

NALE DaTE LOCATION UNIT SUPPORTED

Jefferson 1 Jan-16 Jan 66 Tuy Hoa. 2nd ROK liarine BDE,
L7th ARVN Regt.

Van Buren 19 Jan-21 Jan 66 Tuy Hoa 1st Bde. 101st /bn,Div,
2nd ROK Marine Bde.
47th ARVN Regt,

Harrison 26 Feb-24 Mar 66 Tuy Hoa 1st Bde. 10lst ibn,Div.
2nd ROK Marine Bde.
L7th ARVN Regt.

Filmore 25 Mar- 9 Apr 66 Tuy Hoa 1st Bde. 10lst fbn.Div.
2nd ROK Marine Bde. '
L7th ARVN Regt.

Austin II 11 Apr-26 Apr 66 Phan Thiet lst Bde. 101st .ibn.Div.
Lith ARVN Regt.

Austin VI 30 4nr-20 May 66  Nhon Co/  1st Bde, 101lst ibn.Div.

(ia Nghila

Paul Revere

31-May- 1 Jun 66

Pleiku

3rd Bde, 25th Inf, Div.
2d Bn. 5th Cav,/ lst
Cav Div.

Hawthorne

1 Jun=20 Jun 66

Dak To

1st Bde, 101st .bn.Div.

Beaurégard

24, Jun~lk Jul 66

Dok To

lst Bde, 10lst ibn,Div,

John Paul
:Jones

21 Jul-25 Aug 66

Tuy Hoa

ist Bde. 10lst Abn.Div,
2nd ROX Marine Bde,
22nd ARVN Div,
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