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' FOREWORD '

The 118th Assault Helicoptcr Comnany was activated on 25 June 1963
by General Orders 230, Hendquarters, Urited States Army, Pacific. It
was one of two helicopter ccnpanies assigned to the L45th Aviation
Battalion = the "First in Vietnam™. Since its activation, the 118th
#Thunderbirds" have been in continoucs combat for three years.

The company, born in combat, was organized and equipped at Bien Hoa

Air Base following tho deactivation of the 332rd Transpcriation Company
(Light Helicopter% which arrived in Vietnam in the fall of 1962, The
mission of the company was to cxpedite combat oporationa while jxoviding
direct tactical and adninistrative air mobility to combat units cngaged
in the allied counter~insurgency efforts in the Republic of Vietran,

 The 118th adapted guiciiy, and, guided by the cxperienced aviators
of the former 33rd Transportaiion Conpany, attained a high degrec of
combat proficiency. The company participoted in combat asszults and
lorge scale "Eagle Flights" from the day it was created, In adaition,
daily missions of rosupply, cormand liaison, medicel cvacuation and
reconnaissance - .ro cxperily accomplished,

In the following prges, significant acticns and cvents during 1967
are named. They illustrate the 118th assault Ilelicopter Cempany in it
contributions to the allicd forccs! counter-insurgency . effcrts in
Victname Morcover, it is a repert of drmy Aviation accomplichments in
countcr-insurgency warfarc,
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Cn 8 January 1967, the 11&th .ssault Helicopter Company, while participatine
jn a combat assault three kilermeters erst of Chu Chi, Hau Nchia Frovince, iepublic
of Vietnam, The asssult wns made by nine UH-1D =:med troop transport helicorters
and two UH-1C runships. The miesion w»s the airliftin; of the lst Battslion, 27th
Infantry, 25th Infantry Division, into » landing zone in the vicinity of. coordin-
ates XT 740200. The assault was a part of operation Cedar Falls.

At 1430 hrs., as the [lirkt ap.roached the landin- zone for the first time,
the helicopters came under iniensed enemy auvtcmatic weapons fire. The transport
helicopters maintained strict formaticn inteprity while the gunships dove on
enemy targets to draw the fire from the troops. :

During the second airlift into the landing zone the fli~ht was attecked with
automatic weapcns Tire and a barrape of mortar rounds. Tearin- through the for-
mation as the nine transvort helicopters touched the prouna, the mortars serious-
ly damaged eight aircraft and wounded six aircraft crewmenbers. lYiraculously, the
eight alrcraft and the two sunships escaped damage.

The lead aircraft received a total of five hits, one frem = piec. of schrep-
nel which wounded the door gunner. The number two ~ireraft h-d bolth its 2ircraft
cormander and pilot wounded when two .30 caliber rounds and three pieces of irzp-
mented shrapnel slam ed into it. Four pieces of shrarnel struck the third heli-
copter. The fourth aircraft recieved four hits and the fifth heliccrter in the
formation recievsd multiple strikes in the narn rotor blade -nd left windshield.
The number six sircr~ft wes struck by two pkeces of shrapncl, one o’ them wounc-
ine the crew-chief, Afte. a mosta: round expleded less then two feet from it, the
seventh airecraft recieved twenty-two shrapnel hits, several of the frogrments
wounding the door runner. In the treil sirersft the aircraft commander wos wound-
ed when eight ,30 caliber rcunds slam ed into it,

.11 through the attock, decrite the wounds suffered by tvhe crews and tre
severe demage inflicted on the ~ircreft, the helicopterc maintrined sirict for-
mation integrity and -1l crewnenbers mode certain the firlifted trocps were
successfully unleaded before lcavin~ the landing zone. The runships inflicted
scvere damage on the enery positicns and sericusly hrmpered the Viot Conp fire
rower in the area, Fot cne oirc.aft was lost to tjie enery mortars ond greund fire.

On the rornin: of 6 iarch, the 118th airlifted cne cempany of the 6th Bn-lst
ATF to secure sn L7 south erst of Ruar Cat and spent the remainder of the mern-
ing conducting a 20 sortie resuprly of the same LZ. The wo.nings cperations vere
uneventful with orl- mederste rrcurd fog hampering londin-s in the first Lz,
That afternocn, 2 cempanics of the 3/47, aleng with I recon plt. VWere alrliftud
intc 4 seperate Lit's. Full suppression ~nd smcke screens, rrovided by the 145tk
Bn smoke ship, were employed in the LL's which were preped by air strikes prior
te entry, vo ground fire was reported during the cpessvion and later that after-
noon, the recon plt. was airlifted inte n fire suproit h-ose, & the clese cf the
days coperaticn, the Thunderbicds had completed A teot 1 cf 86 hours of flyin; tinme
utilizing 15 aiver~ft tc airlift, resurrly, and provide alr ccver ior 430 troors
in 223 sorties,

On the 11lth of March, the Thunderbirds jeinud ferces with.the 3358 elicert-
er Co. in suprort of the </39 Bn, 9th Inf Division. lumercus ccrbat rssavlts and
extractions filled the days operaticn, Threv lifts were scheduled foo the morn-
int and on the first 1lift, 3 Thuncerbirds airerafts reccived hits from the spor-
stic cround fire received on aprrorch to the LY. fnu pilet sustained a minor leg
weund, Cf the 3 airer~ft that sust-incd bullet damare, two were {lewn to Ssigon
and the 3ra rem=ined to cerplcte ths dsys crernticn. Lster the same afternocn,
the 335th depsrted the cpernticnal area leavine the Thunderbirds te finish re-
surply missions before returning to the Bird Cege tc end the days cperstions.
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Cn 12 March, the 11£th Thunderbirds were assisned the mission of supportine

. ~lements of tie 199th Let Inf Bde in a series of multirle combat assaults. iction

" at morning was confined to 3 lifts into wicely spaced LZ's scuth of Saigcn,
.aich were thorcughly prepared by artillery fire, Upon entering the LZ, the
Phunderbirds employed full suppressicn to snsure sdequate protective fires into
and out of each LZ, no reports of ground fire were reported. The same ~fterncon
saw the Thunderbirds invelved in 4 extractions which were acconmplished wit'out
incident. Upon their return to the Rird Care, the 12 Thuderbirds aircraft logged
111 flying hours, having lifted 520 troops, and completed 40O sorties.

On 30 March, the cfficers and men of the 118th put the finishing touchea on
a month long building ~nd remcdelin: preject at the cffice a villa in Heneur~Smith
Compound on Ceng Le Street, Bien Hon., MNumerous rrojects were assigned to the 3
flight platoons of the 11€th and with alot of imagination and even more hard werk
the end result assumed a "face 1lifting" on the cld French Villa like nc cre had
ever imepined possible, The 3rd Flt Flt "Bandits" set abcut renicdeling their
"hide~out" at the villa by ccmpletely redoing the interior of the bar are~, This
wes accomplished by inst :1lines indircet lighting, bambco wall prnelling, ~nd a
thatched rcof over the bar area. The 2nd Plt. "BlueJsys" backled an ambiticus
task of expandin the dining room floor space by laying new ccncrete flcors, addirg
stained wocd ponelling to the walls, and cempletely repainting the entire dinin:
room area. The lst Flt “Scorpicns" set about be~utifving the court yard ares and
improving living ruarters. Their cutstanding jeb cof cementing the court y»rd,
adding additicn-l sand bags, and pot plonts significantlyr bestified the drab eold
face of the 118th Vill», Cther additicns were .an auxilli-ry bar in the 1lst Flt.
Tatio cpened evenings for ccmpony members. In a2ll, the end result met with sbund-
amt praise by =1l thcese within the bsttalien, A fine tribute to the departicn C.C.,
ajor Boggs, who was respensible for the incepticn o this self-imprevement progrom.

On 31 March, change of cermand ceremonies were ccnducted ot the Birdenre in
front of operations. Prior tc the ccmmencement of the cerencny, thunderclouds
threatened the activities, but once begun, all eyes were directed frent to the staff
ang words frem the 12th Crcup Commsnder, Col, Cempbell, the cut geing ! 2ajor Bopgs
and the inceming commancer,

Cn the 18 \pril the Thuncerbirds were ance #grin #»ssirned the missicn of
supporting the $th Inf Div. Staging out of T-n An, the 11fth joined ferces with
the 67th Avn Co in a En opersticr. invnlving combat sss~ults »nd relcestion cf
elements of the 9th rlens the river »nd canel conclex northwest of Ten An., Twice ,
operations were temrorarily suspended =s the approaching reiny seascn made its .
presence known with brief, but heavr down pours. Through the day, Thunderbirds N
we:e akternstely in and cut of heavy rein showers as they dodged rein clecuds
rnd heavy overcast conditicas, it the end of the days cperaticn, the Thunderbirds
returned to Bien Hes leaving seversl birds to finish the isolnted resurrly and
extracticn missions,

Cn 21 April, the Thunderbirds departed the Birdeare at 0430 hours in rcute
to =n area west of Ky Tho, The darkness of the early morning was brcken by the
periodic spl sh of lightaing from the thunderstorm scutheast of the 118th's flight
prth. Airiving at . Dong Tam, the Thuncerbirds immedirtely begen their mission fer
the 9th Inf Div. as daylight broke the dorkness of the early merning, Four lifts
were planned to an area 2000 nsters west of Deny Tam ~irstrip. With a trcop
loading of 7, the Thunderbirds performed the 4 cumbst assaults without incident
cécelving no reported greund fire, Returning to Dong Tam, the Birds refueled and
shutdewn ~waiting ny further develepements with a reaction force. It was during
this time that the Thunderbirds received an honored vigiter, the lst Avistion
Brirade cormender, Con.rel Cecrge P. Seneff, whe 1 nded for » short briefin- ¢cn
the mernings operntion. Seversl hours later the 118th extrrcted elements of the -,
9th from 3 near by field site and after topring cff, tock off fer »nother AN
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operation in the Rung Szt area. The afternocns mission invelved the extraction of a
.- company size force from a single PZ hacked out of the dense underbrush in the

3lta area. Bach ship broke off from the crbiting formation with 1 mimutes
geperation and plucked their waiting passeneers frem the PZ. A S8huttle was formed
to Vung Tau. Upon the Thunderbirds return to the 1.0., sniper fire w=s reported
by the Bandits who were caping the ares, The birds continued the extraction with~
out further incidences and returned to Bien Hca completing another days success-
ful operation.

On 22 April saw the 118th in support of the 173 L.I.B., in a massive Bn
relocation and extractien., Stagging frem the Hew Bind cage, the Thunderbirds
flew 4 1ifts to an area north of the Song Deng !lNai River, near Bien hoa, The
fifth 1ift involved 2 sling ldad extraction from the field site, all ten slicks
were rigged with external slings which were nsneuvered back te the new bird cage.
Departing the PZ individualy, the Thunderbirds returned to Bien Hoa and =fter
releasing their respective loads, shut down to refuel.

After several more nirlifts and extractions, the Thunderbirds expileriencad
a tragedy that struck deep in the hearts of all members of the 118th, Returning
from the LZ, a Redbail slick running low on fuel expierienced on engine failure
near Long Binh. The Aircraft crashed and burned, killing the aircraft ccrmender
gunner, and 6 troops who were returning to bsse comp. 1LT Poul Stimpsen =nd SFA4
Adams will long be remembered and will join the ranks of fallen Thunderbirds
who hzve given their lives during this time of conflict, was with heavy hearts
the Thunderbirds continued the wmission until the 1400 release time. Later the
sane afternocn, three ships were sent on resurply and -sh and trash, clcsing
a sad dey in the his tory of the Thunderbirds.

On 25 April 1967, the 118th departed the Birdcape at 0500 in rcute to Dong
Tam for a combat assault with c¢lements ef the 9th Inf Div, Upon arrivel, the
overcast and ground fzg btegan tc dissipate with the coring of daylight. The
troops were lifted to »n arez -~pproxinmately 2000 meters enst of Deng Tem crmp,
because of the numbrous casualtius incurred by the atundant snti-perscnnel mines
placed arouné the canpe cuter perimeter bty the enemy., Upcn completion of the
3rd 1ift, the Thunderbirds were released te jein other clements of the Sth Div,
At Tan An., After refuelinc at Trn &in, treops were airlifted to an area north
of the river and the Thunderbirds rcturnud te a pesiticen near Tan Tru for o
company relecation and extrnction missicn. Three lifts accomplished the mission
after sporatic pround firc witich wre reported oy severnl of the ships in the
rear of the farnmaticn., Negative suppressicn wns ordered because of the abundance
of friendlies in the area. The Thundertirds rcturned to Tan in and after refueling
set out for Besr Cat to finish the dars operations with the 9th, Staging frem
the Long Thanh airstrip scuth of Bear Cat, the 11#th flew ccmbat »ssaults into
the river area scuthwest of Penr Cat, Numercus Thundersteorms and raincleuds
had formed by this time and the Thundertirds enccuntered brief showers while
inroute, Several cf the LZ's were very wet and recuircd hevering to allew the
troops tc get out. In the secend L, full suppression was ordered and on finsl
spproach -nd dep~rture from the 1Z ships reperted ground fire from the tree
lines to the left of the I[light peth. Upen cempletion of the fifth lift, the
Thunderbirds depnrted the zrea for the Bird cage after completing a full days
eperaticn 1ifting 610 trcops.

On 27 4pril, the Thunderbirds departed the Birdcage for an operaticn nerth
of Vung Tau (Baria) with elemerts of the lustralizn ferces at fuei Da, After
lan ing at the newly curnpleted air strip nesr aussie busu cmmp, the Thunderbirs
recieved thier fin~l briefing nand nlong with wnother sister cegpany from the
145th Avn Bn, departed Muci Bo with iussie strip in a ten ship Ilight. lpon
reaching the LZ scme 40CO meters weest of the base camp, the 118th w-a cleared to
fully sprprqs§.the.left F%EQR of the L2, The odditicnal cther airlift compsny
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. was assigned the right side of the LZ, ahd both companies 1l-nded in staggered

"+ pail abreast of one ancther. Ho grourw fire was reportecdt and after the following
one other 1ift intc the seme srea, the Thunderbirds were relensed to Bien Hoa
with one flight cf Redtails diracted to Tay Minh for a single airlift sortie,

On the 29th of April the 118th was cnce ag in involved in a compsny cperw
tion supporting the 199th Light Inf Ede in uperaticns in and around Binh Chanh
and various areas scuth of Saigon. Stnag ing out of B.C., and later Nha Be, the
Thunderbirds.... Isclsted graunt fire was reported in the two LZ's near the Binh
Chanh area but nc¢ suppressicn was orcered due to the presense cf frierclies
and adequate prctection by the Thunlerbirds orgsnic protecikion, the Bandits.
That afterncon, the 11€th airlifted U.S. and .iVM forces from several isolzted
PZ's south of Saigon tc LZ's along the major river network south of Fhe Be.
Full suppression was ordered in two of the LZ's with no ground fire reported,
Later after a several hcur wait, the Thunderbirds returned tc extract the air-
lifted forces back to their oririnal PZ's, and were released,

On 30 April, the 118th was involved in a suppert of the 173 L.I.3.
airlifting troops intc the area north of Bien Hoa near Xom Cat, Loter that after-
noon they were dispatched tc Ben Cat for several lifts in the imsediate aren,

The entire days .peration was with cut incident snd the Thunderbirds returned
the BC after a light days of flying.

0n 29 April the Thundertirds st=ged out.of Tu Duc for cper-~ticns scuth east
of Snigon. Three lifts were assigned into LZ's that were surrcunded b dense
mangroves, Scme difficulty was enccuntered in the first LZ because of its small
size, Upon departing the LZ and bresking north, cne of the Pedtails received
several hits in the contrcl tubes and windshield, Upcn return to Tu Due, 2
delay was called to the operntion until 2 replacement aireraft could be flown
in, Ko suppressicn was allcwed <ue to the presence of {riendly fcrces in the ares
The remaining flights inot the LZ's were witheut. incident after the landing
sites were softened up by the Bandits.

On 5 May the 1l8th began its day with a pitch being at 0655 from Birdcace
with destinaticn being a FZ in the Can Giouc area. Ten slicks and four guns
assaulted 3 L2's which were in close proximity of each other. Thesé assoults
were carried cut withcut incident and the compsny was back in Bien Hoa for °
refucling before 0900 heours. The Thunderbirds departed B.H. for PZ scutheast
of Thu Duc where 6 lifts werc extracted, two going to Leng Binh jeccatcher Pad
and the remainder reloczted in the Thu Duc drea. The extractions were first
Americans, then ARVM's and then mericans. .gain negative fire was repcrted..
Back to BH 2nd shutdcwn fcr lunch and refueling.

On 8 Mey pitch-pull from the Cafe was at 0630 with Lt, Jackson and
WO-1 Wieland lesding the birds. The first tokecff was called back to the
cage before the flight reached Saigon becruse the P4 at Ben Phuoe was still
having scattered fog upon arrival, Troops were taken tc the LZ northwest of
Pan An and the PZ was at Ton An strip (PZ Richey), These trocps were also
taken to LZ A and the flight returned to Tan in wnd the first five ships
refueled while the second flight of & Recbirds carried sorties of equipment
tc L7 A. After all birds had returned and refueled, the flight shutdewn and
awnited the call to proceed to Rach Kien where the 3rd PZ wes located, These
troops were lifted ic LZ B, which is 3 clicks ncrthwest «f LZ A, This 1ift was
followed by a lift frem a Ath PZ at Ben Luc, All lifts were successfully
executed and without a single shet [ired in anger.
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_ Upon the completicn of this phase, the flocks set down ~t Tan An and
nched on scrumptuous C-rations. The aftcrnoon's activities cemmenced

with some off-wall Eagle Flights, which rre planned, but with nc detajl,

These were carried on in the area west of the merning's lifts. These
consisted of abcut 5 mixed relocation lifts with scme troops being lifted
into an area and half being removed again. M1 these mercures were designed
to confuse and baffle "Charlie", but thev zlso seemed to ccnfuse the Ground
Commanders and the flight lcaders, but the oreration was carried to a golden
conclusion by the Bien Hoa Thundercirds, these magnificent men in their
flying machines. The already full cay was rounded cut with appreximately 20
sorties of resupply to LZ's 4 and B, being cenducted by the 2 flights of five,
Redbirds and Bluebirds. The Birds returned as 2 flights of five and were back
in their cages befcre six. As a point of interest sll cf the formations were
V's of 5 except the Bluebirds had a flight of V's of five plus 1 as Cpt Hoore
took up the number 6 slot. ' '

On 11 May, Thunderbird lead (Hestler & lfichel) pulled frcm the cage at
0745 with a flight of ten, First PZ was 10 miles southezst cof Xuan Lec cn
a road where we were boarded by elements of the 173rd airborne Brigesce.
There was a second P2 a few miles scuth down the road, a 3rd at Blackhcrse,
and a 4th at Xuan Lec. Six Llifts come from PZ's 1 & 2, five from Slackhorse
and one from Xuan Loec, The 1lifts intc LZ 1 were made by three ceipanies
(335th Cowboys, 118th Thunderbirds, and 68th Tcp Tigers, in this crder),
the companies trailed cne ancther by 2-5 minutes interval., The 1ifts inte
LZ 2 was Bn Echelon rights with companies in staggared treil, It was tight
for the 118th in the middle and turbulence wns very bad, Tep Tiger and
Jowboy ships near trail presscd in very clese to the Thunderbirds several
times., Some re-supply sortics were carried externally and internally from
Blackhorse to LZ 1,

On 12 Mey 1967, ten Thunderbirds with Lt Kimzey leaCing pulled pitch at
0610 hours proceeding to the PZ at the Hiep Hea 3ugrr #iil strip. ARVi's were
loaded eight per on the ten ships. Three lights were made to LZ's sbout seven
clicks northwest of the Sugar 11l ~nd a click west of the Vem Co Dong River.
The LZ's were within a few hundred yards of each other. O3niper [ire was re-
cieved by the number three ship as we crosscd the main river, but no hits,
No resistance wss encountered by the force as we cntered snd departed the L2
with full suppression, The lifts were ccmpleted :nd the Thunderbirds proceeded
to Duc Hoa where they refueled and stood by for 3 hours. Thunderbvirds were
released at ncon and home in time [or lunch.

On 13 May 1967, the Redbirds =nd Blusbirds operated :s seperate elements
and werked for the 9th Infantry Division out of Ten in, takeclf was at shortly
after 0700 wours, with Captain Moore and Mnjer Jay le~ding respectively the
Recbirds and the Bluebirds., The Bagle Flights were cenducted to the north
and northwest of Tan An, and were intorspersed with re-supply. The scven or
eight 1ifts and extracticns wiich each platcen nade were el the Gth troops
and scme ARVI's alsc. The extracticns were made ~mid late a2fterncon showers
and rain storms. The operaticn was climaxed ~s the Bandits 1it afire some ef
the 1L7's with smoke. Few rockets were expended nnd scme work for the flex
guns, was about the size of it fer the gunnies, The time figured to six and
a half hours with some steondby time acccunting for the greund dewn timre,
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on 16 May 1967, Yha Be, 199th Lt Inf Bde, the Thunderbirds left the Bird-

shmidt leading the flight. The pickur point was south and 2 little west of
Nha Be. There were two lifts from each of the three PZ's that went to three
seperate L2's, The T-Birds were accompanied into the 1Z's by the Bandits with
full suppression being the order of the day. The six lifts were executed
quickly and efficiently and the T-Birds were back at Bien Hoa by 0930 hours.
After lunch the {light returned to Mha 3e for the extrzction of the six lifts
and finished the afterncon's work in short order for s 1500 hours release
time,

On 19 May 1967, Dong Tam, the operation was echeduled to kick off at the
Birdcage at 0630 hours but was delayed until 0700 hours becsuse of cloucy
conditions. Bluebirds lead the 10 ship formstion with Major James Jay at the
helm. The first order of the day was to make 2 sorties of extracticn of night
kits. (These are night operation ecuirment packets that the Infantry uses.)
Then the flight proceeded to Vinh Long to refuel and receive the briefing for
the mornings cperation. Take-off for the operaticn was at 1000 hours and the
PZ was north across the My Tho River abcut 10 miles frecm Vinh Long. The first
take~off from the PZ, Bluebird 2 with AC J. Mickey, Pilot Comway, C3 Waymire,
and G Collins los* RPM after attempting to clear a barrier end lanced in a
canal »t ccordinates XS 0748. The rescue operation lasted about an hour and
the med evac's were taken tc Dong Tam, That porticn of the creration was
cancelled and the remainder of the dey was sgent in the repesitioning of treops
from field positions te Fire Support Bases., The flight was back in the Cage
at 1730,

On 12 August the Thunderbirds were assipned the mission of ccmbat assault-
ing elements of the 25th Inf Div into an area scuthwest of Chu Chi. The first
PZ was near Bao Tri end after 1ifting, the flight was divided so that a simul-
taneous touchdown could be cbtained into 2 LZ's, seperated by a sm=l)l canal
which emptied into the large river west of Chu Chi. & slight delay put the
2nd flight (Bluetails) cn short final as the Recbircds pulled from their LZ.
"Taking fire from the left..." was rercrted by number 2 ship ¢f the Red flight
as they cleared the trees surrounding the IZ. Shortly after, the deocmed air-
craft dropped out of the sky after a muffled sxplosion in the engine compart-
ment, Landing in the main river to the west of the LZ, the Redtail #7 sank
almost immediately, with the crew scurring to exit the fast sinking aircraft.
tTrail", a Bluebird, after a hasty off-loading of its troops, sped to the
crash site ard hovered cver the water to insure thet all four crewmen were
afloat. It then hovered over the trees and sat dcvm in the LZ, but not before
the gunner, an off duty Spartan Centrol tcwer operater who flies with the 118th,
leaped frem the hovering Bluebird to save the bobbin;: and stunned aircraflt
cormander. As the downed crew was pulled from the water and directed to the
waiting ship, the "Bandit" gunships gave both crews close fire cover, suppres-
sing the tree line to the south of the 1Z where fire hal been received. The
remainder of the Thunderbirds continued the mission with creo! reliefl knowing
that the crew were safe and enrcute to Chu Chi for medical at!entien. Threugh-
out the day, the Thunderbirds ccntinuec to combat assault, relccate, and ~
extract trcops who swept thru the river aren. The performance of the T-Birds
after the loss of one of its birds typifies the decication to the mission
and reaffirms the 118th's motto, "It shall be cdone!"
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on 2k August 1967, the Thunderbirds began a busy day, departing the

'hirdcage at 0630 hours for a Battalion operation on the west side of the river

south of Phu Cong. s the lead element of the CA, the 118th departed PZ

Tucker flying low level cue t¢ the reduced ceiling and approached the IZ

with only right door gunners suppressing. Isolated ;round fire was reported
by the Bandits and the 68th Tigers followed the 118th into the 1Z. The next
1ift was accomplished withcut incident and the 118th was released to return to
Bien Hoa befcre departing for Dau Tieng for a brief extraction missicn. lpon
arrival at Dau Tieng, the ccmpany awaited the last extractions mace by Chincoks
before proceeding to the PZ located near a canal and abandcred hamlet scutheast
of the famed Michaline Plantation of Cperation Attalborough. After two ofbits
over the plantation complex north of the PZ to allow the Bandits snd =n air
strike to work cver the scuthwest forest area ground fire, the Thunderbirds
landed in the PZ. Shortly after touchdown, a "Turkey-Shoot! took place (the
detonaticn of Claymore mines which "ruffled the feathersY of several of the
Thunderbirds) befcre the troops trudged thru the sw=npy brush covared FZ to

the aweiting aireraft. Uron returning to Dau Tieng, the T-Pirds refueled anc
waited 30 minutes before the second extraction was cancelled seniing the
T-Birds on their way back tc the Birdcage. The afternoon mission invclved
splitting the Blue and Red flights for sererate ccmbet asszults from Long Binh
and Tan Tru respectively., Seversl 1lifts vere accemplished by beth flights
without incident before the birds were turned lccse to resupply ot Eear Cat and
Tan Tru., Later that afterncen the Redtails were dispatched te the PZ 5 miles
south of Bear Cat cn Hwy 15 tc join the Hornets in = Battalion CA teo an are=z
southeast of Bear Cat. The Bluctails joined the .ectoalls after completing their
resupply missicns. Three lifts wore mede frem the FZ with no greund fire
reported in the 1Z. The Thunderbirds returned tc the Birdeare and heme as
drrkness fell over Bien Hoa ard the clese cf snother day of =ssipned missicns,
Well dcne Birds!

On 13 August 1967, the Thunderbirds comyleted the final nhase of their
long anticipated move to the new Birdeage. Various cther elements of the
118th had preceded the physical movement cf the aircraft tc the reveiments
in the helipad area, The operaticns officer and the cemplete mainterisnce
facility hed to complete tie move the <oy prior to the sctusl event of moving

the Birds, Ceremecniously, the Blue nnd Iedbirds called Spartan Contrel for

a final clesrance "..,for scuth ceprriure Irem the old birdeagel. The driz-
zling rain dampened the occasion even more As the Birds 1ifted fer the last
time from the Cld Birderre which had been thew heme cf the Thundertirds for the
last three yerrs prior tc moving frem Ten Son Nnut in the latter psrt of 196L.

_.The Thunderbirds will be sharing the new heliport complex with thc newly

arrived 190th ivn Co. .s for the okl bBirdcnge, it will underzo ~ face lifting
to serve a ccrpsny of "Hoeks", CE-L7 Chincoks wno will remain there until
their trensfer to Chu Chi. Thus =ncther psge in the history of the Thunder-
birds closed, opening a new page it the lew Birdesge.

On the evining of the 17th of iugust 1967, =n informal awsards ceremony
was conducted in the Thunderbird lounze. Cnly recently approved aw-rds were
presented to four departine Thunderbirds, The fellewing awards were presented
for actions ~nd service curing their tour &f duty in Victnom to LT leed Kimzey
went the Distinguished Flying Cross ane Bronze Star, 2nd Purple Heart., Lt
Tom Psyne received the Brenee Star and VGO Leel Winnsr received the Silver Star.
The ceremcnies were ccncluded sne o "Free Er" was crdered by the departing,
awarded Thunderbircds,
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On the following mges is a narritive copied from the Army Times.
It describes a typical operation, a tyoical dzy, with the 118th Assault
Helicopter Company.

A silence fell over the mission crews as the company cormander
entered. He walked directly to the fron® of the room and turned facing
them. His face was hard as he spoke, miission commences at 0530 hours,
The 118th Avu Co will conduct a heliborne assault as part of the lh5th
Avn Bn." He punctuated the statemant with a finger on the large map to
his rear. He then continued with, "The arsa is in Viet Cong territory.
There are plenty of zutomatic weapons in the area, so listen closely to
this briefing: Operations O0fficer.” The major stepped aside and sat
down as the operations officer, surrounded by maps, diagrams and charts,
continued the briefing, concluding with instructions for escape and
evasion.

The major again spoke as he rose from his chair, "Tnis one can be
a tough one if we don't think. Remember to call any fire you reczive
and mark it with smoke grernides, That's all.”

The crews gathered in little imots for a few lust-mirute coordinating
instructions, then went into the dark outside to board the awaiting trans-
portation, The ride to the flight line was a bwmpy one, races were lit
occasionally by someone taking a decp drag on a cigarstte. The truck
halted by each helicopter and the crews jumped out., Low voices were
heard up and down the darkened flight line =2nd 2an occasicnal flashlight
jndicated a preflight inspection in progress. Craws donned flak vest,
armor chest plates and mode last minute chocks of personal weapons, then
toole their places aboard the aircraft as the appointed time for starting
approached,

Capt Gerald Cubine and Coot Johnny Phillips started the lead heli-
copters, Quict was broken vy the whine of a turbine snginz winding up.
Tt was joined almost immsdiately by severcl others. Ths whine soon
built up to a crescendo beat of turning rotor tlades and formation
lights flickered on up and dowm the line. GCrim facus appearsd in the
red glare of instrument iights. The uniform roar of enginos and rotor
blades was interrupted by the crackling of radios as corrmnications
checks were completed, "Thunderbird Lead, Alpha Two, Delta One, Delta
Two, UHF check complete."

Two aircraft moved cut in turn, lights ma'ing en enriched glow
on the rotor blades as they hoverzd to the ramp and $at cdown in a
colum of Vs, Ssconds later, the escort helicopters came along-side
with rockets and machineguns hanging from them as if added to the fuse-
lage as an afterthought Command -d by Capt John O, Bahnsen, the gunship
platoon lnown as the Pandits is the most honored ammcd helicopter
platoon. in Vietrnam, A voice breaks into individual thoughts, "Pull Pitch,
30 seconds." GCloved hands make last-minule adjustments and then 18
helicopters riss as one and c¢limb into the carly morning sky. The sun,
not yet in sight, creates a red glow in the cast.

With every passing moment the sky grows lightsr as the sun climbs
steadily over the dark rim of the horizon, Pilots concentrate on the
myriad of dials and gauges in front of them, &Sxcept for the aircraft in
the formation, their whole world is in the cockpit., Their oniy link
with the outside is their headssis,

Crew chiefs and gunners also live in a different world, Theirs
is 'a world of jungle passing berexth and probable hiaing places for
Viet Cong untiaireraft positions, Their eves fired on the jungle
below, they searcn for telltale flashes and pulfs of smoke.
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The landing zone appears in the half light of the climbing sun.
Lines of awaiting troops maberialize as the helicopters near the tiny
dirt airstrip. Upon landing “he now unnecessary navigation lights go
out and rotor blades slow to a standstill, Fuel trucks move down the
1ines of helicopters, filling half empty tonks and crews step away to
light cigarettes. As the POL truck pulls away from the last helicopter,
the ecrews board their aircruft,

Engines again whine, as tough little Vietnamese troops crowd aboard
the aircraft, laden with weapons, ammunition and packs filled with rice.
Black bottom little pots used for cooking hang from their packs as they
jam themselves into cargo compartments., The helicopters appe.r to have
arms and legs protruding from all openings as this mess of humanity
within each helicopter scarches in vain for comfortable positions.

Again the radio crackles and aireraft lift off the runway. This time
the next stop will be the Viet Cong infested jungle. There will be no
friendly feces waiting there.

As tie flight cruises over the jungle, the aircraft constantly
adjust their positions in the formation., Mild turbulance marks the:
sky with small clouds and vouncing of the closely packed helicopters
increases the tension of the crews., Earphones begin to feel like they
are crushing ears and chin straps chafe throats, Aalthough it is early
morning, the day promises to be long and hot,

A column of smoke appears on the horigon. Tiny black specks move
around white pillars, as Super Saber F-100 tactical fighters bomb and
strafe the londing zone. The company commandsr was now talking to the
Mr Force fight leader on the radio. nJungle Jim, this is Thunderbird
Six. The troop carriers are at check point three. WYe're 10 minutes
oub," A "Roger® is recszived and thz radios are agzin silent as the
formation of helicopters approaches the lending zone.

Minutes later the landing zone comes into view, It is exactly as
it appeared in the aerial photos taken by the OV-1B Mohawks the day
before, Each detail appears the sane. The voice on the radio breaks
the silence as the CO calls the Air Force. The helicopters are only
a few seconds out now. The Air Force lifts its tactical cover as the
Bandits speed shead of the formation into the knding zore, They form
two chains, one on each side of the landing zone as tho troop-laden
transports approach their touchdown points.

The radio comes to life, "Bandit three one receiving zutomatic
weapons fire 100 meters southwest of smoke.," A coluwwn of white smoke
drifts up through the trees {roal the smoke grenade thrown by the Bandit's
alert gumers, The Bondit immedistcly behind the marking aircraft puts
heawy machingun fire into the crea, then the air scems to roar as he
fires rocke%s. The ground fire becomes intense as the trocp carriers
touch down.

The troops pour out, scparating and firing toward the enemy position
as they move, Crew chiefs and gunners fire from the now empty doors of
the slick ships as the flight 1ifts off from the landing zone. The Bandits
break off firing passes and pull in alongside the slick ships, firing
into the jungle beneath as the flight climbs to altitude. The sounds of
the fight teper off as the aircraft gein aititude., it this altitude,
relatively few of the Viet Cong can hit then.

The flight moves back to the pickup point for its second load,

Each crew begins preparing for the next 1ift as soon as the helicopters
touch down, Quick checks for bullet holes, computation of fuel require-
ments, distribution of individual ammunition ad a quick crew check by
the pilot insure the readiness for the next 1lift.
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As fuel trucks move down the line of hclicopters, crews load
machineguns, rockets and rifies. Preparations complete, the crews
walk to their aireraft, put on flak vest, armor chest plates, untie
rotor blades and stend by ready to start.

The crews had been instructed exactly where each aircraft will
be in the loading zone, the formation, and in the landing zone., Each
crewmember lnows his job md repetition has made it habituzally perfect.
Upon landing, aircraft had been inspected for bullet holes and other
damage. So far no hits,

The blades on the lead aircraft begin to turn, Soon the others
are turning and the radio 2gain come to lifs, The command comes, "Pull
Pitch, 30 seconds."

The Bandits wait until the troop carriers are in the air, then
take off and join the flight below and to the outside of the formation,
The gunners of the Bendits sit poised in the doors, smoke grenades for
morking enemy fire are in their hands and M~60 machinguns in their laps
ready. The pilots can tel: when a gunner specks because the zir from
the open cargo door rusnes around the gunrer's micropncne. The rushing
noise comes through to the pilot now as gunner suddenly reports enemy °
fire. Quickly be pulls the pin of his smoke grencde and throws. Then
his M-60 chatters and treocers find the target, The Bandit behind
the ship that marked the fire engages the target os the formation
passes over, Nover does a Bandit break from ths formatien. Suppres-
sive fire is put on the area as cach ship passes over.

The landing zone appears and the troop varriers stort their
approach through the turbulent air ereated by the preceding circraft.
mhe lead Bandits move ahead into the londing zene, This time they
will not fire unless fired upon, The first lozd of troops is still
on the edge of the landing zone fighting hard.

A8 the armed helicopters pass the end of ihe 2anding zene they
turn 180 degrees away reconnoitaring parallel o the directicn of
lading, but in the oppositec direction. When thay reach the approach
end, they will turn again to fly alongaice the slick ships preparing
to 1lift off from the larnding zonse.

Bahnsen is the second Bandit in the daisy chain on left turns,

A crack is heard then several more arc heard, The pop of & smoke
grenade fuse is heard and again the H~G60 chatters. The gunner reports
fire in the tallest patch of trees west of the smoke, sbout 50 mopers,
The pilot relays the report and vhe next ship ir the daisy chain puts
fire on the target, lMachine guns scarch oub the area, Ho movement is
scsn, Fire is only heard mnd nob seen. The 2rea is engaged and the
invisible enemy in the jungle below is neutralized, Whether he was
alone or one of Sevsral, whsther he ran or was killed or wounded, will
probably never be known unless tns ground troops find him and report it.

By this time the last slick is off and the Jandits disengage and
join up. This is the lest 1ift; they are through for the day., The flight
home 1s a long one, Everyons is tired, The mission involved the tension
of being subjected to cnemy fire and of flying as aircraft heavely loaded,
in a high density altitude inbo btight junglez clearings, ooiling with
rotor wash is overwhelming, Soon the home ficld comes into sight, The
formation suddenly tightens up and leoks neat, without 2 wrd, After
landing, £illing out necassary reports, checking aircraft for damage
and other inciduntals, including the debriefing, it was a good morning,

The big payoff is nowing that the mission has been accompliched
and knowing that the 118th Awn Co of the 1L5th Avn Bn has satisficd its
customers,
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LETTERS OF APPRECLLTION

During the year of 1967, the 118th ..ssault Helicopter Company received
nmany letters from commancers and individuals who were much impressed by
the outstanding support they received from the “Thunderbirds", Some cf the
most illustrative excerpts are included in the following pages.
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AVGC (25 Sep 6 A
SUBJZCT: Letter of Commendation

HQ, 12TH COMBAT AVIATION GROUP, APO 96266, L October 1967
THRU: Commanding Officer, lL5th Combat aAviation Rattalion, APO 96227
TO: Commanding Officer, 1lfth Assault Helicopter Company, APO 96227

1. It gives me great ploasure to note and forward the high praise
of Lieutenant Colonel Schrcoeder in recognition of the outstanding support
renderad by your unit to the L/12th Infantry cn 22 September 1967,

2. The professional skill displayed and the outstanding support
established with the suoported unit are goals for which we in Army Aviation

mist strive daily.

3. Please extend tc¢ all who participated my psrsonal appreciation
and congratulations for this praiseworthy achievement,

NICHOLAS G, PSaXI
Coleonel, Infantry
Comnanding
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(
AVGC-C (25 Sep 87) ()
SUBJECT: Letter of Commendation

DA, HEADQUARTZRS, LLSTH COMBAT aAVIATION BATTALIOW, APD 96227, 6 Oct 67
T0: Commanding Officer, 118th assault Helicopter Company, aPO 96227

1. The constant professionalism displayed by all of the men of the
118th Asszult Helicopter Company has showm up in the many successful
engagements against the common enemy while in support of Amsrican Forues,

2. Please extend my personal praise and appreciation along withi
the comments of Colonel Psaki and Lieutenart Colonel Schrceder to the
men of your command for their fine judgement and aerial skill on this
opepration.

JOHN A, TODD
LTC, Infantry
Commanding
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DEPARTIMENT OF THE ARMY:
HEADQUAATZRS LTH BATTALICY 127TH INFANTRY
199TH INFANTRY BRIGADE (S3P) (LIGHT)

APO San Francisco 96227

AVBH~DOT 25 September 1967

SUBJECT: Letter of Commendation

THRY: Commanding Officer
145th Aviation BRattalion
APO 96227

TO: Commanding Officer
118th Airmobile Company
APO 96227

1, The purpose cf this letter is to express my appreciatien for
the outstanding manner in which your pilets and crew merbars and sspec-
ially the commend and control pilets, Major Guidroz and Major Bilbrev
performed their duties in support of the "Jarriors" anu "Ranuers" during
an oparation in the Hoc Mon area on 22 September 1957,

2. The fine spirit of cocperatior and flyins skill displayed by
your pilots contritut:d to the successful accomplishriznt of the mission,
Particularly noteworthv was the professicnal mani:r in which vour
pers:nvel worlied with the frscps on the csround, ZEnemy contact was
present going inte the landiny zons ana contact was haivy liftines out
of the pickus zone. On both cccasiens wour pilots and crewmen oparated
in a cool professional maniyer in supportine our operation. Hajor Guidrosz
and Major Bilbrey ~ommanicd the flight in a well orsanizud manuar anc
made timely decisions when thev had to be made,

3. Thanks again for a job well cone, I wish vou and your company
all the success in future oprations :nd loo% Yorwvard *o the time when
we might have the opportunity to call on the "Thunderbirds" aszain, against
the common enemy,

WILLIAM 5. 3CHAOEOER
Lirc, InF
Somnanding
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AduRDS AND DECUATLChH.

During the yo of 1967 the following individuals were decorated
for their meritoriong and heroic acts while serving with the 116th
Assault Helicopter company.




Warrant Officer Noel WYinner
 Ajrcraft Comnmander Silver Star

Major Robert Ulzheiver
Aircraft Commander Silver Star

Sp/ Michael Pappa
Gunner Silver Star

Major James Jay
Aircraft Commmander Silver Star

1LT Charles Jackson
Aircraft Coumander Silver Star

SP/ Bobby Cuttino
Gunner 8ilver Star

varrant Officer Lonnie Schridt
Adrcraft Commander Silver Star

Warrant Officcr Daniel Heart
Aircraft Commander 8ilver Star

Warrant Officer Michacl Burke
Pilot Distinguished Flying Crecs

8P4 Ray A, Schold
Crew Chief Distinguished Flying (ross

SGT Francisco Delacruz
gunnexr Distingud shed Flying Cross

Mojor Fobert A Langworthy

Lircraft Commander Distinguished Flying Cross
Warrunt Officer Focl Vinner

ajreraft Commander Distinguiscd Flying Cross

Maj or Robert Ulzhainer
Aircraft Goumander Distinguishced Flying Cross

Major Churles Utuman
aireraft Cormander Distinguished Flying Cross

1LT Peul Stimpson
Aircraft Connander Distinguistod Flying Cross

Varrant Officer Sidney Schmidt
Aircraft Commander Distinguished rlying Cross

Captain Edgar Safile
Aircraft Commander ‘Distinguiched Flying Cross

tlarrant Officer George Rhoudes
Aircereft Commander Distinguinhed Flying Cross

Captain Bobby loore
alreraft Conmander Distinpuizhed Flying (Lross
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Major Robert Michel .
Adrcraft Commander  Distinguishcd Flying Cross

Worrant Officer Rickey Mattern
Adreraft Commander Distinguished Flying Cross

SP5 Ken Jokercst
Crew Chief Distinguished Flying Cross

8P4 William Jacobs
Crow Chief Distinguished Flying Cross

8P/, Ray Schold
Crew Chief Distinguished Flying Cross

Warrant Officer Carl Garret
Aircraft Commander Distinguished Flying Cross

Captain James Williams
Aircraft Cormander Bronze Star

Captain Jeffery Thomason
aircruft Commander Bronze Star

1LT Paul Stimpson
Adreraft Cormander Bronzec Star

PFC Morris Bridwell
Gunner Bronze Stur with V devise

8P4 Janes Adens
Gunner Army Cormendation Medal=Killed in action

Corporal Rooscvelt amison
Guner arny Commendation Modal=Killed in wction

SP4 Raynecnd Ernst
Gunner army Commendation Medal

5P Jarnes Harden
Gunner Adr Medal=Killed in ..ction

SP/ Woodrow Musller
Gunner Army Commerndation Medal=Killed in action

Major Denald P. Wray
Detachnent Commnander Legion of Meorit

Major William L. Bradner
Commanding Officer Legion of Merit
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MAINTENANCIZ RECORD
November 1966 August 1967
of aircraft.receiving crash er incident damage ~ 27
of aircraft requiring maintenance recovery - 1i0
returned to service after repair by maintenance ~ 10
of aircraft recciving combat damage ~ 51
requiring recovery - 14

returned to service after repair by mainsenance - L8
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Tho historical sccount of the "Thunderbirds® sct forth in those
past pages relates the continucd and incroasing centribution of the
118th Assault Helicopter Company to the overall mission of the 145%th
Combat Aviation Battalion. Constant praise was the cormoen factor
which marked the activities of the "Thunderbirds" in 1967, Numerous
letters of approciation from grateful ground corranders cite the .
courage and dedication of the men of the 118th.

|

Throughout 1967, the tThunderbirds? Domonstrate many times a high
quality of professicnal training and cnthusiom toward the complotion
of their mission. As cvidenced by the wide varicty of difficult requi-
rcments and missions assigned. the 118th have covered every aspect of legistical
and combat support. In all instances, the success of the missicn was a
rosult of the "Thunderbirds" giving untireingly of thoir ciforts toward
the ultimate gool. The price was high for those deparded Thunderbirds
who ungelfishly gave their lives in the performance of thcir duty.
Though tho missions were often dcmonding, the 118th wes always preparcd
with "Can DS spirit cngrained in cach and every member of the Conpoly.




