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PUC IICHARY B, DAVIS

¥OOJOSEET S, HUYIER

SP/S WILLIAM J, JOMISON

LI HARCID A, PRETSENDIFER

WO TUCENE W, CASWELL
WO MICHAEL N, CCRYRILL
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WO RAYMOND L, FORD

T GHEGORY 1, WILIER
WO PHILLIP ¢. SHITH
FFC JAMES WALKER
WO WILMER J, WILLTHGHAMN

5P/l JOUN W, WCOD

SGT KIITH D, GRIFFIN
40 TERRANCE 7, NELSON

SP/S JAMBS (. PATTERSON
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23 MY
16 MAR

«ss that these men shall not have died in vain,
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FOIED

Serving as & combabt sopoort aviatlon unih In the Republic of
Vietnam, the 1585%% Assiult Melicopter Cowpawr, with its supporting
detoclients, 1s vimilor to the nany other aviatlon unita of the same
gize and shructure, Formed oviginelly as Company A, lst Aviation Battalion,
lot Infantry Division zt Fort lidey, Kansas, the unit arrived at Vung
Tan, Vietnim on 1 May 1965, Bringing with tkem 2l Ull-1D's, the cowpany's
advence party was welcomed to Ban Me Thuct hy It. Col, Delbert Townsend,
late commander of the U2 Combal Aviabion Battalion, After much preparation
and many training heurs, during which the wen of Company A becams proficient
in tho neuv and demanding techniquos of flying in a combat zono, the
company Wan declared cporational. L June 1955, On 20 November 1965
Company A was redesisnated as the 150th Aviation Company (ATL). .Unofficially
the JE5%h was dipucted by the dsb Aviation Drirade to designate $4500€

Hhe 155th Agsault lnliconter Company. This desipnation i in'éffect
for all i Mobile Lieht companieg thvoushout Vietnanm,

From the first, however, the airlift platoons were known as tho
nStagecoaches,! while the armed platoon uas called the "Falcons. !
Undor those names thoe men of this proud compeny have spread thedr
reputation for sccomplishing their mission while maintaining the
highast of safuty standards and maintonance availability throughout the
fepublic of Vietnam, From Dong Ea in the north to Soc Trang in the south,
fron the fertile eoast to the Cambodian bordor, they have floun over
50,000 hours in support of the allied forcos combabing: the threat of
Comrunjiom in South kKast Asla,

The 155%h Compound, Camp Coryell at Ban My Thuot, lmown Lo the ren
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as "Vietnam's in-country Rl center in the Central I{J‘.ghlla'nds ," dis
looked upon by all members of the wnit with pride and pleasure, Hept
in a high state of police and beasting modern and well equippedlclubs,
a theatre, volley ball ccurts, and last but not least ; & standard size
swimming pool, ths compound offers th the U450 men who live hero a
companionable and relaxing place te work. The men themselves have taken
an active part in the upkeep of the compound, The pride resulting from
this in addition to o command. enphasis on.granting the men ample time
to enjoy their efforts has contributed to the food morale and enthusiam
with which the mun have entered into their work, The 155th Asgault
Helicopter Company has beon most fortunato in being able to establish
good social and profossional relations with the people of Ban Mg Thuot,
The men have bheen mest cooporative in abiding with loeal laws and

curfews, They have taken it upon themoclves to control spending om the

economy . - : ' -

This history is dedicated to all those men who have served and ara
surving with the 155th Asgault Helicoptor Cowpany and its detachments
since its arrival in the Republie of Victnam, with special tribute to
those officers, warrant officers, and enlisted men who gave their lives

In defense of their country,

TR0 VYN v Ag
MV Aoy

FUAAIE I Iyt ety WEE W ch i ok gy

L,

T T

SRR T T




PREFICE

S:i.nco 6 NHovermber 2957 it has been my privilege to command the
155th Asgault Helicopter Company. Deforc that time I had the opportumity
to observe this company for a number of months while serving as the
Execcubive Officors The demonatrated flexibility of the aviation support
ond the far ranging missions impressed me, T find it even more satisfying

#o command a unit with such an evident display of caspirit de corps and

team eifort by both officers and enlisted men of the company and its
detachments, Nuring the period of my command, this company has supported 1'
ground and air elemcnts of United States and Republic of Vietnam units in 5
the Central Highlands, Il has becn my pleasure to be a part of this hard
working coubat assault helicopter team,

Tt is my goal for the future that the 155th repeat the cutstanding
rocerd it set in 1967, Company pilots, crews, and aircraft flew a
maximum nugber of combat hours with outstanding maintonance support buhind .
them, and have prodvced one of the finest unit safety records in Vietnam.
The mon of cach supporting unit contributed to the overall flight record
of the company and made rcal higtory for the pagt year., Individually,
they deserve special commendation for thedr participation in the full -

yearta efforta of 1967,

It i8¢ my privilepe to write this preface to the 155th!'s wnit history I
for 1967, A unit history which began a good many [lying heura and DEROS
dntas ago at Fort [diley, Kansas, and which 1o being made daily here in
Viotnam is in koeping with the highest traditions of Army Aviation and the

United States Army. . i
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PART T

MISSTON AMD RESCOURCES

HISSTON

The wission of the 1554h Assault Helicopter Company ls (1) to

provide tactical air movement of combat troops in airmobile cperations,
(2) to provide Lactical air movement of combat supplies and equiprent

within the combat zone, (3) to provide comhat assanlt support to combatb

troops.

ORQ:ENTALT TON

The 155th Assault Helicopter Company is orgonized under TOE L-77G
and has the following units attached:

165th Transportation Detachment (CHFH)

Bth Macdical Detachment

208th Signal Detachment (RADIHE?) (AVIOWICS)

981t Military Police Detachmont (I-9)

255th Quartermrister Detachment (KD) POL

Air Foree Detachmont 10, 5th Weather Squadron
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REGIONAT, AHALYSTS

TERRL T

The IT Corps Tactical Zono, in which Ban I Thuot is located and
in which the 155th Ansault Halicopter Company ronders the majority
of its support; covers an ared of 32,729 aquare miles or 19% of the land
arca of Soubh Vietnam, Tts western border is 342 miles long and in comicn
with Lacs and Cambodia. The castern border is approximately 400 miles
of ccastline bordering on the South China Sea. The area is h0 milos wide
in the north and 3L2 niles wide in bhe soath. This area is politically
Aivided into tho provinces uf Feniuvu, Binh Dink, Pleiku, Phu Bon, and
Phu Yen in the 22nd ARVH Division Tackical Zone, and Darlac, Kenh Hoa,
Quang Duc, Tvyen Dne, Nunh Thuon, Ian Dong, and Binh Thuan in the 23rd
ARVN Divigion Tactical Zonce Geographlcally, this area may be divided
into throe major arcasbe

1. 'Tho coastal plain is a narrow gtrip of long {lat, often marahy
terrain, not more than twenty miles wide from tho sea inland, Thin ared
is formed by a serics of numurous river deltas interrupted by rocky ridge
1ines rwming stoeply to the sea, This arca ig almest ontiroly under
cultivation, with four rice crops & Yudr.

2, Ty mountain repion oxtends from north to south almost the
entirc lenpth of the IT Corps magtical Yono. Eleovations ronge from
3,000 to 8,000 feot, with the casturn slopas quite shteep and the wostern
more gradual, Rain forests cover three quarters of this area with mest of

the remaindor covered with open, dociduous prowth, Cultivation is

Timited to small, clearcd arcas on relatively flat land, TFlying in this

:
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area is very hazardoeus with forced Janding arcas practically non-
existent, ceilings Trequently vory low and winds unpredictable.

3, The plateau repion is located west of the mountains and is
comprised of the Kenbtum Plateau in the north and the Darlac Flateau in
the soubh. This region has altitudes ranging from 1,000 to 3,000 feot
with gentily rolling hills and mmch open arsa, Where the soil ds not
wncer cultivation, a thick growth of grasg, to a height of eight te
ten fect, covers the ground. Where asdequate drainage is provided, this
arca wWill supnort i‘.our wepetobla crops yearly.

The principal cities of this arca are Phan Thict, Phan Rang, Mha
Trang, and (i Y¥hon on the coastal plaing Dalat in the mountainsg; and
Ban Me Thuot, Pleitu and Kontum on the plateaus. The major routos of
this arca are:

Route #1 Saigon - Danang (coastal route)

Toute #11 Dalat - Phan Rang

noute 41l Saigon - Ban Me Thuot - Pledlu - Kentum

noute #19 Pleiku - Qui Nhon

Route #20 Saipgon - Dalat

Route #21 Dan My Thuot ~ DTha Trang

The Hepublic!s major rail line parallels Qoute #1. along its entire
lenghh with one spur line from Than Rang to Dalat, Tho logistienl and
communicabticng complox at Cam Ranh Bay is located between Phan lang and
bha Trang.

WEATHER
Heathor throughout this area can be divided into the summer monsoon,

June through Septamber, and the winter monsoon, November through April,
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with the months of Thy and Cebehor as periods of transitilon. During
the swimer nongoon the wind is soubliesterly, causing cloud buildups
on the western slepes of the mountains, This rosults in a rainy scason
for the plateaus and mountainous arcas during the swaner months while the
constal provinces have clear skics and good [lying weathur, The winter
monsoon hrings a northeasterly flow with the conditions reversed, The
conghal provinces of Binh Thuan and Miin Thuan are little affocted by
cither monsoon and have goncrally clear weather the year around.

Average rainful in the mountain and platcaw areas is 90 inches,
and on the coastal plain 87 inches. '™o temperatiure on the coastal
rlain ranges from the mid 70's to the high 80%s during the rainy scason
and low 00's to hiph 90's during the dry season, Tho mountains and
plateans experience temporaturcs from the wid 6015 to mid B0's during the
wet soason, and Low §0's to low 80's duelng the dry season, Winds arc
normally pusty at 20-15 Ynots with veleclty inereasing with altitude.

Surfacs winds up to 25 lknots are frequently encountered.,

TMDTICENOUS POPULATTON

The TI Corps Tnetieal Z%ene has a population of approxinately 2.5
million pooplc, or just over 20% of the pepulation of the Iepublic of
Vietnam, 7The majority of this population 1s located aleong the coagtal
plain in the vieinity of the citdes. The majority of these people are
Annargnse,

Tha meuntain and plateau reglons are inhabitod chiefly by Hontopgnord
Lribesman.  There are thirty-nine majer triboes and sone ;LSO aubordinate

tribal proups of these people living in the hizhlands of Vietnam,
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cambodin and Lnos. Ban Tl ot ts She tradisional capitol of thooe

he IT Curps Area is inhabited by approximately 500,000

people.

HMarbagnards.  The leppost trive dn this reglon ig the Rade, whoge
’ influenee ortends fron dentum o Dan 1 Thuob.
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PLRT IX

JTOHIFTCANTY BVANTD AND OPERATIOHS

SERICD 1 JANUARY - 31 McH

Camerals

The nerale of e menbors of the 155oh Agsoukb Tolicopter Company
avd its supportirg det whnents at Comp Goryell, Ban Me Thaot, were
greatly alfoctad during the carly port of January by the holiday
gongon just pansads The new swinmdne pool hed recentiy been of ficially
opened and tho Gapd ¥ had provided as rmch entertaimont os Wad

practicoblc, inc lucinge participation by local Tictnomess yolipious and

L ok

social proupgs. ‘The mll service, cruelal ot this time of year, had beon
axsollent, and tlo men woers in high spirits.
Janaary:

on 2 Jomuwery tho 155 LI eondunhod sombas assaullb, ingerting
600 Civilian Irercgula Defenpe Group pe sonnol into a landing zonc
wach of Bao Loc, . lifotlie poubor of tho 155th, holicopter nwiber
BL-13600, crashed isbo bhe landing zone O the tirst Lift, and alihough
trhere wore no infurics augtained by tiw crew rmanbers, bhe aidreraft was
gotally deotroyods mhis was the last of the origlnal adire raft that came
over with tho it o 1965, The 3rd of January brought a nev seene to the
166%h,  Tho cor pany woved dts Llight olemembs and reprosontatived Troi
paintonance, avionicsd, and administration Lo a £i0ld headquariers ot
Camp Holleway Airfield in Pledaw ULilizing an average of ten 1ilt

helicophers and four armed helicopters a Cay, thi company gupportod
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the Feneth Infantey Mvicic
with other flight olesents

155th continued sunport of

n in Cperaticon Sam Youston in conjuncetion

of the 520 Combat Aviation Dattalion. The

Operaticn Sam Heusbon throughout the menth

of Ymrch, During this support the company conducted numerous combat

assaults az well as accompl

Nelloway was mortared, The
damagod during the attack,

standby that night and four
participated in the defense

killing sixiecn enemy and

control wissions., TFour days

isbing deily rosunply and command and

after arriving at Camp Holloway, on

T Janvary, the 1556h was involved in one of the most hostile nortar atbacis

in the IY Corps Tactical Zone. At 0135 howvrs, 7 January 1967, Conp

155th lost 5 Ull-1D's and four othors were

Twe Lift helicoptoers and erows on flare

crmed holicopbore on

gun stencdby actively

ydited with

of Camp ollorwy, They woere o

silencing three weortar tubes and woere subsequently

decornted at coreronies held at battalion headquarters. In the laster part

of Januvary nin: LifL boliconters and Tour armed bellcopters moved to

the Hontum area to gupnort a

Spoeial Porces walt in that area. The

Tlipht remained there for a short period of tire and roturned 4o Pioilm
to cortinue sunporting the hth Division.
February:

During the wonth of February clemints of the 155th returncd dwice
rore to Hontum to cupport the Smocial Forees unit in that area, Tho
rast of Lthe month was characterized by normrl supnort of the lith Infentry
Hvision In Operation Sam [ouston with the company stoging most of its
opeiations out of Camp Holloway, Pleiku,

On Y FPabriary the 155th leld a coremeny for the memorialization

of Warrant Of.icer lidchael . Coryell. The 255th installation
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located on the northwest side of Ban 1% Thuct City Adrfield was

decignated as Camp Coryell, Warrant Officer Coryell, his pilot and
hic erew lost their lives on 20 Cctober 1965 when shot down by enemy
small arma fire on a mission near Plei Diereng, 25 miles west of Preiku.
Military reprosentatives and aivilian guests accompanied tYroops in paying
tribute to the aviator and his crew who died in the service of their
countiy,

Durdng the perlod 21 through 23 February the 155th returned to
Bon Fo Thuot to stage combat assaults for elements of the 23rd ARV
Infantry Division northeast of the eity. On 23 and 24 February the
company moved back to Pleiku Lo support the Lth Infantry Division
there. On the cvening of 24 February the cntire company was called to
Bas Loc te support the 10lst Tnlfantry Division in cporations theye,
Enemy zetivity fIn thot area was intenss and several aireraft received hitas,
liany twrote activns wore committed by mombers of the company, and although
cheoaireralt were constantly undek fire s No sericus injuries were
incurred by 155th personnel. On 26 February the company returned to
Pleiku to continue support of the hth Division,
Iiareh:

Throughout the month of march the 155th continued supporting the
Lth Division with numerous combat assaulbs and dally resupply and
cemmand and control missions, The nmonth of March also brought with
it the heaviest fatality toll for the year 1967, nleng with its share
off aireraft aceidents and horoic metions by 155th personnel.,

On 2 March Major Robert V. Atkinson turned over the reigns of the

lamed Stacoachers to Major Charlie P, Fleming in an immpressive ¢ hange
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# of command ceremony., The ceremony was attendod by various military
7 representatives and civilian guests, On 8 Mawvch a 1ift helicopter,
/ number 65-59927 lost power on an ap roach to a landing zone., Mive
of the Passengers and crew members on board received miner injuries,
The aireraft was totally destroyed in the resulting fire, Oﬁ 16 Harch,

while participating in a combat assault west of Pledku, = £light element

of the 155th came under intense enemy fire, Two aircraft were seriously
damaged by hostile rounds and cne other was ahot down and bhurned upon
contact, The company sufferved twe KIA and two WIA during the fierce
engagement with the enemy. 1 saw the ship going down with flames
billowing from %he ensine compartment, Then 1t hit tho trees and fall
through the canopy, We noticed a small clearing about 200 meters from the
crasa and set our stidp down in it, The crewchief and T Jumped from our
ship, he with hig M-6O miching pun and T with my M-16." This was the way

1LT Richard Sperling deseribed the action after the 155th Huey crashed

after boing hit by cnemy ground fire during Operation Sam Houston on that
eventful day in March, The survivers of the ill-fated mission may well
ove their lives to the fast action taken by ILt, Sperling and his crewchief,
SP/5 Wichacl Baucom, whe unhesitatingly went to thoir rescue with complete
disregard for thoe enemy mortars that were trying .desperately to deatroy
the downed erew, Theso actions arc indicative of the characteristics
displayed by all personnel of the 155th Assault Helicopter Company,

On 18 March a helicopter on a return flight from Nha Prang was
Torced to autorotate into the jungle cast of Ban Me Thuot. Mo injuries
resulted in the aceident but the aircraft was destroyod by a grass fire,

On 20 March an armed helicopter crashed on take~off from Dan e Thuot,

9
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Threc sericus injuries resulted din the erash and the aireraft was

destroyed. Again on 2h March another armed helicopter was erippled by

enemy fire and crashed into a secure landing zene, There were no injuries

in this acecident,

On 29 Morch the company terminated its. support of Operation Sam
How:iton and returned home to Ban e Thuot, carrring with them many memories

| that shall rever be forgotton during that ewentful month of Harch 1967.
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FERIOD 1 APUIL - 31 JUUR

Genaral:

Purdng these three months the company operated in all areas of
the IT Corps Tactisal Zono supporting Amorican, Korean, and Vietnamese

f combat unita. The period is charasterized by the companf's mobility and

by ite netoworhty accomplishment of soveral major troop movements as
the various units it supported cenducted company, battallon, and even
regimental size operations,

April:

The first part of April was uncvontful excopt for one incident that
took place of 3 April while the 155th was supporbing the 10lst Airborno
Division in the Khanh Duong arca. One aireraft was hit by vnemy fire and
wounded the ercwehicf, Ho was imrcdiately evacuated to the 8th Field
Hospital in Nha Trang and was later relsascd for duty.

On 11 April the 15%th torminated its brief but eventful support of
the 1015t Infantry I)ivision (Abn) and 23rd ARVN Division operations in
the southern Darlac Plateau., The company immediately began to prupare for
a unit size move to Winh Hoa to begin support of the 9th Republic of
Korea Division. The move, cengisting of all flight olements, plutoons
and represcentatives from all supporbing de tachients, began on 11 April
when an advanced party flew to Ninh Hoa and was bricfed by the command
of the 170th Assault lelicoptor Company which had been working with the
BOK's since thoir arrival in country. “With instructions to be operational
by 1200 hours on 12 April, the rcst of the company left Ban Me Thuot the
worning of the 12th. The main body of the company was followed by six

"Chincel" sorties of supplics and maintenance equipment.

1
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Moy
On 1 llay the compony ascwned the mission of direet support of
IT Corps llvadgquarters with the mission to provide combat support to

Victnimesy and other allicd units throwghout the I Corps Tacbical

Zone. A light team of armed helisopters and at lzast one' transpoxt
helicopter were assipned for an indefinite perdod to the FACY Advisory
Team in Lam Dong Province. This gun toam was credited with 3L enemy
kills during the months while conducting their wunigue area clearing
operations In that arca.

On I Vay the vompany irscrtod a reintorecd battalion of the 23rd :

ARVH Training Division with artillery into two londing sones northwest of

Bao Loc. Lom Dong Provincs. A henvy besm of company gquns (Falcons) were
eredited with P85 eonfirmed cnewmy ills and the destruction of hO enemy
bunkers, Luater durding ohe Lift, ome company aireraft crashed on touchdown
Lo a sloping arcn. Thr nireraft was totally destroyed and 5 passengers
diad 2o a result of wounds sustained in the aceldent. Hone of the crew
meinbers were injurved,

(u 6-7 and 13«1 iHay, the company dnserted two battalions of the 23rd
ARVE Infantry Division with artillery into the area soathcast of Bao
Loc, The major Lift was accemplished over o two day peried. Lator the
company extracted the twe battalions in cnother two day operation. The i j
company also conducted combat assaulhs with the 23rd ARVY Infanlry Division
near the Cheo Heo valley cduring the month of iay. On 13 May, malerial
failure of a transmission drive shafl cavsed onu cf the company's
aiperalt o crash as it was reburning to homs base from a conbat asganltb,

Tno aireraft commander subscquently died of injurdes sustained in the
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accident., The pilot was evacuated to o hespital in the United States.
The two cthur crew members received only minor injuries.
June

The cumpany continued to provide support to ARVN units in the
IT Corps Tactical Zone, accomplishing soveral major lifts in the
Dale To, Cheo Roo, Ban o Thuol arcas.,

On 12 June, four of the company's UH-1D*s and two gun ships flew _to
Qui Whon to fly Promier Ky, the imerlcan Ambassader to Vietnam, and their
perty to cercmonics culebrating the birtnday of Empercr Quang~Trung in
Dinh Dinh provinee., On 28 June the 159th £lew a VIP mission for
General Westmereland te warious locatione surrounding the Ban 1f2 Thuot

ared,
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PERIOD 1 JULY - 31 SEPTEMBER

Generals

This period caw wany flying hours in support of allicd units
in tho IT Corps drea under the opcrational econtrol of IT Corps
Meadquarters. The company operated from such varied staging areas as
Bao Loc, Ban Me Thmot, Chen ieo, Oni Khon, Phan Qang, MHue g}, Phu Bai.,
This period also bogan a sordes of attacks of the Camp Corysll Compound.
Julys

On 5 July 13 transpert h.licopters and } armed ships of the 155th
wore joined by CE-LT13 to Lift a total of 1 »450 troops of the 23rd ARVN
Tnfantry Division into L landing soncs alonp highway #1h botween Duc Lap
and Gla Nhia in the scuth central highlands, The 1ift, which was an
attempt to clear the rowte for a convoy, required 300 slick sortics of
troops for a total of 142 hours flewn that day, Althcugh ground fog in
the opuraticnal arca provented the 1ift Trom procecding according to
senedule at firat, it was accomplished without incident,

On 9 July, 13 of the company's transport holicopters and L of
Lhe pgun ghips were attached to the 10bh Aviation Battalicn for a major
nperation conducted by the Capitel Division of the Army of the Nepublic
of Xorea scuth of Qui ¥hon, fThe company lifted a2 tobal of 610 Korvans
into a landing area  along the coast from whish they were to conduct
oweoplng scarch and destroy maneuvers. Cn 13 July, 11 transport
aelicepters and 3 gun ships of the company had their first cxperience
with ifaval pun support when they lifted 350 troops of the 23rd ARVY

Infanbry Division into 2 landing zones south of Phan Rang. The lift

1
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was in conjuncticn with an amphibicus assault conducted by ARVH brocps in
that save ared.

On 2l July two company gun ships were engaged by encwy fire while
on a soarch and destroy mission near pao Lo¢ in Lam Dong Province. One
of the ships was forced down into the jungle where an enemy force esbimated
to be two companies in strength was Jeowynls  Another company aircraft
braved the “ntense onemy fire to rescue the downed crew, The obher gun
ship limped back to the secure alrfisld where it landed safely. The two
gun ships wore responsible for ab 1oast 0Y encmy deaths before they were
forecd out of actlon.

Mugust:

on 12 August, 7 company 1ift slyips were working with the 10th
Aviation Battalion shaging 2 combat agsnuit near Tuy Hof. Tha company
was eredited with relocating oloments of the Capitol ROK Division in the
mountaing soutiwest of Tuy Hoa.

On 26 Aungugt, 2355 hours, Camp Coryell was the target of an cnemy
mortar attack during the final minutes of 26 August 1967, 23 Hortar
rounds exploded inside the perimeter of tho compound, damaglng somo
maintonance facilities and several aireraft, None of the rounds struck
the cantonment area which houses the mon of the compound. Thore were
no injuries to milibary persenncl, howewver 10 adults and L childron
living in a housing project socuth of the compound wWere injured, The
aptack left a total of 10 weanded, and ly dead among the eivilian population.
The surprise attack lasted only three minubtes. Two pun ships and a flare
ship werc immediately dispatched but failed to detect any activity in the

area. The cnomy force, suspccted to be a emall strike force, hit and.
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then eseaped into the jungle.

On 27 hupust, 6 Lift helicopters, and l, gun ships extracted 180
cme Specinl Forces Troops from Duc Iap in Darlac Province. As the
sransport flight lifted ocut (ﬁ‘ the Due Lap landing zone on the first
1ift, hostile Lire was reccivad, Two of the company aircraft werc hit
and one returned tmacdiately to the airfield, The ot.h'er aireraft,
comonided by Warranb Officer Steve OQuens, was forced down into a clearing
in the jungle when it Losl oil pressurc. e aireraft was recoiving fire

when it touched dewn in the cloaring from on cnemy force in thu tree line,

: One of the passengers was weundoed by the fire. Jhe remainder cf the

I
,‘ dl £113i% follewed Warrant CfTicer Owens inso the cloarding and their
passongera gecurod tho nraea witkin ten winvtes. Two hours latur the
‘ damaged alrceratt was removed, but the CTNG commander decided to Yake
the opportunity to stalle the enmey and remained on the target which had
heen inadvertently effered hin, Warpant Officer Owens said of the action,
nTt was closc, but how many times can you get shot down hnd hove your oWn
Lina company fullow wun in? We were reeieving heavy fire on the
pround. liad it not buon for the quick roncticn of those CIXG, my
erew would not be alive btoday.
Sepltombur:

On 5 Septembor a velteran pilot, Coh ftobort I Moll colebrated his
5,000tk air hour, Hig 5,000th hour was Logred while Clying a combat
suppert misaiun whbh Lhw Zl.l_jfil;h in Lhe Cenbral ilighlonds of Vietnan,

Tle 10th of Soptember brought untinited activity for tho armed platcun

(Faloona),  Whils worldng with tho TG, two pun ships conducted a rocon
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of the arca around the landing zone to be used for an insertion, About
500 meters from the 12 one ship received onemy fire, When the lighb gzun
team ¢ireled back, they observed two armed men scurrying through the
bushes, They engaged in a rapid exchange of fire, and pgave the friendly’
patrol ampls time to pet to them before they could take the information
they had observed to their superiors, |

On 17 Sentember two 1ift ships were conducting a visible recon
for preperation of a combat assault later in the day. While observing, the
two ships bepan receiving intense enemy fire., Immediately upon recediving
word of the incident the 255Lh operations immediately dispatched 7 1ift
ships and 2 gun ships to the area, During the heavy exchange of fire 7
company ships received hits, There were no injurdes to the crew,

Cn 22 Beptenber the 155th propared for a move to the Hue, Phu
Bai arca in support of Special Forces. During this operation on 25
Septomber, durdng an exchnapge of fire, a erow chiel waa critically
wounded and his punner, SP/h Vincent MeDoncugh displayed an extraordinary
amount of heroism while under firc. Without regard for his own safety
SP/L MeDonouph saved the life of his crew chief by cxposing himself to
hostile automatic weapons fire while applying his lnowledge of emergency

firat aid. On 27 September the company apain returncd home to Ban Mo Thuot,
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TRRTON 1 CCTORER - 3L DRCEMBER

General:

This period was choracterized by 2 continuing somuitment of aireralt

to the JU Corps Taztical Zone. Several major troop movements were
eecomplished, inzluding the battic cf Dak To and Hill 875,
October:
The month of Octoter brought few significant ewvents other than
the routine support .of the allied troops of the Z3rd ARVN Infantry
Division in tho areas of Bao Loec and Ban M Thuct.
On 19 Oztobor a command and contrel =ship from Bao Loc enrouto
to Ban Yo Thuot by way of Dalot. ran into a considereble amount of bad
weather., The ship lost 2PM and crashed into a treo, Tour Victnamese were .
kiliad and two of the ~vew roceived minor injuries, !
Novembor:
On 3 Movember tho 255th conduched a combab assault in the vicinlty
of onbtum, ntilizing § 1ift hoelicopters and b gun ships, 60 troops of the
22nd ATVN Infontry Uivision were insorted and 250 troops were cxtracted
in 120 ajvoralt sortics, The eperatlon was conducted without incident. :
The Gth of Wovembor brought the seecond change of comuwand for 1967,
Under clonr stivs and before the masoed troops, tho puldon was passed
from ifjor Charlic P Fleming to Major Billy R. Goodall. Alse Major
nichard B. Stophuns passed the puidon of the 105th Transportation
Detachment Lo Major Bupene P, MalkoflL. The coremeny concluded with
remarks hy the doparting commanders and martial music provided by the

23rd ATWH Infantry Division band,
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At 2310 Mowzs om Lhe Toh of Hovember, the Camp Coryell compound
was again poundud by 50 rounds of cnemy morvar firo, No personncl
reecived injuries. The company loot several. helicopters and other cquipment
as a roesult of the attacl.

Pon slicks and four gun ships conducted a cormbat assault in the
nao Loc arca for the 11th Ranger Battalion on 13 November, 729 troops
vere lifted without incident in 226 sorties. 'The Falcone werc credited
with 20 cnomy killed during the mission. On 1} Hovember the 155th
vaturnud Lo cowmplete their mission in the same dIxile Two gun ships
sustainod hits from aubumatic weapons fire and were forced downa. TWO-
crow members were wounded in action aboard orw of the gun ships. The
damaged airerait wore ocove red the following day.

The 2hth of Movember browght the firsht platon of the 155%th to
tre Diak To arca to take part in Oporation IMacArthur. The company's
sivipd were congbanbly 'undér five but manapad to eontlnme and accemplish
sheilr mission throwhout the period 24 Wovember - 3 Dowember.

Dizcombe |

On 9 December the company left before dawn to go to the aid of a
Losteped ontpost inothe Tuyen Dus Seobor. Sewernl United States advisors
tad been trapped ond it was feared thoy werc wither Xilled or captured.
The 155th iamediately insertod olements of the 10lst Alrborne Division.
This mission was accomplished without incident.

on 24 Decombor three Lift ships and four puh ships deployed Lo
Ploikn and spent Christmas in the Meika arca, On Christmus cay these

ships took part in the alr mission supporting the visit of Army Chicf of Stal:
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Gencral Hareld K. Johnson, Azain on 26 Decembor the 155th provided air
support and gun ship oscort for the Chief of Staff during his overnight
visit in the Ban I Thoot arca.

The 2lat of Decewber marked the end of the 3rd year for the

155th Assault Helicopter Company snd its detachments, ¥From then

wntidl 2 January 1968, the 155th relaxed and readied for the now yoar.
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Combat Houvrs Flowm

Corbat Sorties
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Total Carpo
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155TH AS3AULT MELICOPTER COUPANT
LOJANUARY 1967 ~ 31 UNCEMBEA 1967
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