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1618t Avintion Company
14th Avintion Battalion
APO San Francisco 96238

COMPANY HISTORY -

© The 161st Assault Helioopter Company QAML) was activated on 1
September’ 1965, ‘by Third United States General Order Number 264, dated
2% August, 1965, at zeéro strength and equipments It wos located at
Fort Benning, Georgia., and local. resou:cces were to be used to initially
' fill requi:r:ed pOsitlons.‘. : ‘ : ‘

New ar:clvals of personnel from other statlons during September and
' October, 1965 brought the unit to T0 & B strength for deployment. 1Qth
Aviation Group at Fort Bemning provided origtation and training of the
wmit, and assisted in solving the mulbtitude of problems in prepering
for overseas deployment to a combat zoneo

After o ?re-Overseas Mo emon'!: lea.ve and shipment of g1l TO & E-
equipment, personnel of the 161st departed Fort Bemning by alroraft,
on 28 November 1965, and nrrived on the West (oast the following moxning.
There, they boarded. a troop ship and depar‘bed for "destination unknown",
somewhere 3.n V:Le'!mam

On 21 December 1965, the ship arrived at Qui Iiihon, ‘and after a one
hour bus ride, the main body arrived at AN So#f Valley. - There, they , ;
discovered a cctub covered hill, covered with mud that was to be "home" '
‘for the next 1l months, "Hex" tents had been set ip, but with the
rain and mud, dry clothes and feet were considered a lwxury,

Immedz.ately, permanent structures were plamed, but due to s lack
of engineer support, materinls had to be "locally procured" and work
had to be done by the mon thomselves. . Officers snd EM alike undertook
- the task of clearing the hill for living qua:cters, and materials were
gathered from various sources.

With Christmas approaching, morale wos extremely low, Due to the
efforts of Captain Robert Arrington, the less Off:.cer, the mess hall .
vas partially completed and pieces of lumber were “scrownged" so that

a "sit down" Christmas Dinner was available on Christmas Day. Mess
porsonncl worked long hours, and thcz.r ef:f.‘orts renewed high nora.le and
the desire to improve the areas :

‘The goal was “évery ma’n‘out of a tent and into a building ASAPIM
Soon, this goal was attained, and the unit chariged its immediate '
efforts to beooming operational. Alréraft arrived and were qu"ckly made
airvorthy aftcr the long journey from the Statos by aireraft cacrier.

By late Jamuary, the 161st was able o notify the 52nd Battalion in :
Pleiku that it was operat:.onal and ready to accept missions. !

Missions ceme fast and furious.  Duec to the proxirmity of the 161st
to the Captinl ROK Infentry Division, primary support was to be given
to the Korcans.




The division was still involved in olearing operations to the
north botweon here and the Phu Cat Mountaine, Immediately the 161st

‘was invélved in several combat assaults, receiving on early baptisnm

of fire, since several ships roceived hitse The wit realized that

the training was over, and there wes no "scoond best" in combat. This
attitude was carried frou mess hall to naintenance, from signal to -
flight line, and every individual strove for perfection in his work,
The air orews were introduced %o the phrase "normal resupply" which
meant long hours of boredon hauling tons of suppliee to. Korean outposts,
and punotuated by ocoassional sniper fire or-lost RBM, Flying in
Vietnan was different and at tiumes dangerous, but with an excellent
attitude each individunl becers profiolent at coping with the wusual,

The 161gt ziiso ,began -.iorkﬁng with the ARVN 22nd Division, Ths
first "Bagle Flight" was nade in eerly April, ‘Company sized Combat
dssoults were run noxth of Qui, Nhen, and again, many lessons were
learnod, ' . : '

Mojor operations in which the 161st played a significant role
during 1966 vencs : o "

a) QPERATION PAUL REVERE I 6~16 May. West of Ploilu,
Supported 3rd Brigade, 25th Infantry Division. . |
'b) OPERATION NATHAN HALE 24 June %o 15 July 1966, North
west of Tuy Hoas Supported 2/327 Infantry of 1018t Airbome Dive
o) OPERATION COLORADO 6-0 Auguéte Horthwest of Chu Lai,
tun Platoon reinforced Marine Armed Helicopbers fron VMOwd, )
Ca) OPERATION THAYER 12-19 September, Notthwest of Bong Son,
Supported lst Cav Division. Flew 285 hours, 1,956 sorties, and
carried 2,754 passengers and 188 tons of cergo in 5 days of
operotion, '
e) OPERATION OMEGA 1 October to 31 Octobers Deh Tos )
Supported 5th Special Forces: Group.
£) OPERATION MENG HO 6u7-8 22 Septerber to 31 Decembory Phu
Cat Mounteing, North of Qui Nhon, Supported Capital
Bepublic of Kores (ROK) Infantry Division in olearing
operation,

Meny tines during the yeary the "Scorpions" proved their effect~
dveness, Most significant wes 8 Septerber near Phu Ly bridge s HYW 1,
north of Lane Army Helipnd. large numbers of Vieb Cong were observed
noving vrest, away from the Phu Cat NMountaing, and the "Scorps" were
present. For 2% hours they vielously atiacked énemy positions in the
face of heavy eneny fire. Threc tines, they resrred #nd refueled ,
after expending nll ordnance, When the snoke oleared,; 227 Viet Cong
were credited to the platoon.

Throughout the yeor, the outstending suppressive fire delivered
all but elinminnted hits on slicks during Combat Lssaults,

In addition to the major operations nentioned above, a large
nuber of independent Chls were comducted im support of US, POR, and
ARV troops. EBoch tine the conpany perforned in o professional narnmer




.whioh proved thet no job was. too great, or too snail.
deperbted during the year could say
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