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'I, Miasion and Resources

During the period 1 April 1968 through 30 June 1968, the 162nd Assault
Helicopter Company continued to supvort commitments of the 11lth Combat
Aviation Battalion. All assigned missions were successfully complated
in a professional manner, urholding the standards and tradiiion estabe
lished by the 1llth Frmbqt Aviation Batialion and thz "Vullures®, The
self-hrlp comstructicr (rogram hias ade large advances througheut, this
period under the guidanc@ ot (i Crosen, Thanks to the officer and
enlisted men of the flight platoons, new "SP has been instzlled in all
the slick revetments and the problem of mud has been almost eliminated.
Other maqor improvements include:

1. Thu maint"n1nco hangar has been cownlotod and thez mortar and rockat
damage to the roof and walls revairad.

™9, Néw drainige ditches and culverts have been constiucted in the company
" area which greatly depletes the sanitation problem.

3« A new 100 KW generntor has heen installed which has solved mamy of
our powsr problems,

L. A new shower has been built behind the service platoon,

5. The "Copperhead" alert hootch has been refurnished and a new shower
and latrine built near 4it.

6. A concrete work area hss been built behind the mess hall to diminish
the sanitation problem and two new serving lines have been constructed
inside the mess hall.

C 7. A vegetable storage area and a canned goods storage area have been
added to the mess hall complex,

8. A new PSP walk has been constructad between the EM and NCO Clubs to
corbat mud problems,

9. Air conditioning has been installed in the EM club,

10. The natio adjoining the officers club has he-n enclosed and air
conditioning installed,

1l. A new roof has been built for the patic and a new floor installed
in both rooms of the officers club,

12. The 758th Medical Detachment has air conditioned the disvensarv
which makes it more pleasant for all concerned,

13. Minor revairs have been made to most of the buildines in the
company area and some of the bunkers have been reconstructed,




Tricar. w5 irrsomel chargss L Salivy plizce within the compary durins the-
quars v, Oa 1 April, Mejov Tae enlen, the former 1lst platoon commnnder,
assumne’ tha dutirs of opersticins ofxicer dun to Major Wenzel rotating hack
to the states, LT Demas ronlooed Major hounlsn as lst platoon commandor
and LT Shannen rerlaced Cantain Hay~s as 3rd nl-toon commander. Captain
Hyes 1:ft the "Vnliures" to go to battrlion., CW2 Donald Welch assumed
the dutiss of assistant operations officer. '

On 5 Awell lheiv w08 ciotin™ vos-Uion of TAPS6LNNL Lol ve iy Mainr Kreulen
golng to battaiicn, Ll Demas coox over the job of operaticns sffilcer angd

LI Loturen tcok cummend of the 1st Flight Platoon wntil Captain Goldschmidt
replaced him, - :

On 26 May Mnjor Remnld K. Andrnson assumed command of the Vultures, renlag-
ing M~jor Jomes T, Thempson,

On 10 June Major ®anl Rnetz replaced Major Allen Brosotte as oxecutive
officer when Mrjor Presettc rot-ted stotrside.

On 25 June Mﬁjor Kaetz woved to 12th Oroup and Cantain Goldschmidt took
over the nrostion of exccutive officar. LT Loturco again accented command
cf the lst Flight Platoon,

LT Barrow renlaced CW2 Walch as assistent overations officer when Cw2

. Welch rotnted stateside and Ceptain Robinson replaced Captnin Shannon ng
3rd platoon commrnder when Capt-in Shonmon was wounded in action while
covering a combat assault,

w01lThomﬁs Mrys renlaced CW2 Chearles T, Weed ns Consolidat~d Surply snd
PBO duc to CW2 Weed's rotation to 7ONUS,
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LE Coestleonz and Trainangs

The Coslowing units were supported during the gquarter:

101lst Airbeene Division

1st Infantry Division

9th Infanbry Diviziae

25¢h Trfanlry Tivicion

Bih ANV Oivision

199th Light Infantxy Prigede
1st Australian Task Force
5th Spmcisl Forces Group

II Field Forces Victor

MACV
CIDG
CMAC
Total Missions Flown 8,57h
Total Sorties Flown 28,286
Tons of Cargo Carried L76
Passengers Carried 51,349
Total Flight Fours 8,5L3

Number of Aircraft Hit by Enemy Fire:
UH-1C

UH-1D

Number of Aireraft Lost:

UH.1C

UK-1D

Nunber of Alrcraft Recovered:
UH-1C and UH-1D

Crew Members Wounded:

UH~1C 2nd UH-1D

Nurber of Crew Members Killed:
UH-1C and UH-1D

Hostile Injuries in Company arca:
(Shrapnel)
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e IO Tyaisares® ols cied Wie wenu of Apeil and the new quarer 354
Vazying an Uapril Fool% grme or Mirerilo, While supporting elemsnts

oL wi: rt Infantry Division out of ILnl K~ and the fire support bese

at Nommndy I, the "Vultures® encountered hostile mortar rownds and an
"ipril Kool surprise from "Charlie", The “Vultures" roversed the trick
end flew the cocp without a scratch, leaving "Charlie" with an empty bag.

On 2 Snedloghr 30T0nd was Peady Remeblon Force (BB end willlued the day
perdzering tlvet echelon maintenaice on the aircraft and nalking imorovew
mante in the couvany area.

The fellowing day the "Vultures" supported slements of the 10lst Air-
borne Division and later in the day were on stand-by for the lst In-
fantry Division,

On 5 April i% was noted that the previous mouth had been a record
setting one for 162nd. The "Vultures" flew 3,119 hours, breaking their
provious record of 3,057, set in August 1967, The LO7th Trans Det along
with the service platoon helped the "Vultures" set the new record by
providing the axcellent maintenance required for UH-1's in Vietnam. A
total of 32 PR's were pulled during March, Major Andreson, (then the

- commander of the LOT7th Trans Det) credited 18 of the PR!'s to his own men

and Ui to the sorvice platoon of the 162nd., 2LT John Davenport, platoon
leader of the service platoon remerked that it was the baest month he had
ever sean for the "Vulturesh,

On 6 Anril the "Vultures" and "Copoarheeds" of the 162nd Assault Holicopter
Company supported II Field Forces in Diract Combat Support., The 162nd

flew over 97 hours, 35L sortiss, and carried 5lL passcngsrs and 9 tons
of cargo,

On 9 Anrril the "Vulturss" once agaln supported elements of II Field
Forces all over the III Corns area. The missions wore routine and for
most of the "Vuliures" it was just a tvepical dny. However, WO James
Wright had an unscheduled change in his mission when he heard a distress
call from a aircraft Just west of Vung Taun, WO Wright respendsd to the
call and aided in a search for the stricken aircraft., The secarch of the
chopry watars just off the coast lasted for over thirty minutes bafore
any signs of the aircraft werc found. Then a dust~off aireraft spotted
a seat cushion and part of tail rotor. This sparked new hope and beforc
long the crew of six was spotted on a Vietnamese fishing vessel. The
dust~of aircraft landed on the unsecure beach. With WO Wright flving
cover, the downod crew ran from the edgo of the water te the rescue air-
craft, After the exceltemont wns over the crow safely ovacuatad, WO
Wrigh%'s crew chief, SPL Michacl Grant, remsrked, "Imagine how I felt
with /ust onc door gun to cover tho dust-off",

Ty

On $ April the 162nd supported infantry units in the Lai Khe and Ouan
Lol arcass The day was routine excopt for a light cncountor with ‘
Charlic by CW2 Charles R. Sanders, a pilot of the armed vlatoon, the ’
"Coprorhends", CW2 Sanders reported that while flying south of Nuan Loi,
"lharlie" took a few shots at him. Although there was nagative damage




Thowit nlons iy he WS Jabr nust s fr coying. "Wo returned the Dira sutb
dicii’t oo Sl bo take a elose Loon ton sUntlts,

On 10 ireil the 162nd and one of their sittor companics, the "™obinhoods",
were engagud un a large oporation in suppert of the 1st Infantry Division,
The wwe companics were assigned the task of extracting elements of the
"Big lod Orv® frow 4 motly contested aren six milos northwast of Lai Khe,
The flmet Sive oolen were exiractrd wibnout incidont; however the sccond
Fligen ol Dive sunsentered light cnemy contact as thay wer< on finel
approach to tue pizk-up sonc,

Immediately, two light fire teams opened up on the arra with suppraessive
flro to cover the slicks and additional fire teams wore scrambled out of
Lal Xhe to give added protoction fer the slicks of tho 162nd who were to
have their turn at the hot PZ., As the first "Vultures" flights made thoir
final approach, heavy automatic weapons fire was roceived from the ANoMY o
The "Vulturzs" continuod the approach and while in the pisk-up zone the
automatic weapons firs continued and RPG rounds began pounding the arca,
SPL Michael Grant, a ecrew chief on one of the ships statnd, "I saw the
automtic weapon that was firing at us, but it was to ¢lose to our troops
to risk firing at." Tho slicks werc then put into an orbit south of the -
pick-up zone as air and artillery strikes softened up the aroa around the
troops. Then, with seven fire tcoms on stetion the slicks were called
back into the arra to extract the remalning troops. Despite henvy anamy
fire, the slicks continually d-sconded through the enemy fire to complnte
their mission, The "Copperhends" and the other gun teame did an outstand-
ing job of covering, but because of the complete devastation of the area
the confirmed enemy dead was unknown. It was a long day for thr "Vultur~s",

On 13 April the 162nd was on stand-by for the II Firld Forcas, Although
they wore not called out, the day was put to good use making improvements
around the company arca and working on the aireraft.

On 15 April the "Vultur-s" once agnin supported the lst Infantry Division
in combot assaults and rosupply., WO Tom Mrys was fortunate because his
mission was to fly Miss Kentucky from Di An to Lai XKhe to perform in a
show for troops of the lst Infantry Division, The dnay was climaxed with
a formnl supper in honor of departing "Vultur~s" and "Copparhoads",  LTC
Hebbs, "Red Dog 6", was an honorary guest as he was rotating statrsids,

On 16 April the 162nd supvorted II Fisld Forcas and performed sinele ship
missicns all over the III Corps arca. Sunplying ARVN cewmpounds with
rice, providing ground commanders the invalusble mosns of roconnalssance
for upcoming oporations, and providing for commwnd and control of operate
lons in progress was all part of the day of IT Ficld Forcos "ash and
trash* for the "Vultures",

On 2L Anril tho 162nd Aslt Hol Co broke another rocord. "Whil- supporting
tho 3rd Prigade of the 101st Abn Div wo airlifted moro troops todry than
wo gen'raily do in a woek," romsarked Mrjor Jomns ¥, Thompson, commander
of the 162nd, The "Vultums" airlifted two commlote battalion of the

3rd Bde.into positions ncar Bien Hoa and in doing so broke thoir own
record by transporting over 1700 troops in aprroxim~toly six hours. This




Pnct e o than v LT sl v Liied in this amount o) Ul

ces oy iang in conntoey v 194G,
Yoo ke the "Wultures" spsnt the cov wreparing for the upcoming IG
Wirpeatien and working on the aireraft. .3 was the first complete main-
v inana down the 162nd had experiesceu i nonths, and wss put to good
ags. Dby by duy the "Toiturest gl wtoisad o we d1stinguished
garet ot e oe Bhe 100h Grovp Cemmewier, Colovedl lapterl, and the now
100 Bevtalicn Uowmando.s; LT Bawnana

On 27 April Phuoc Vinh had a well lmown celebrity in the area, He was
the star of the Daniel Boone televicion series, Fess Parker. Mr Parker
was on his vacation and decided to visit the troops in Vietnam.

During the month of April six aviators departed the 162nd for GIS,

Among those lesving were Majer Paul A, Wenzel, the former operations
officers; Captain George L, Andrews, the former gun platoon leader; and '
four Chief Warrant Officers; CW2 William H Shechan, CW2 Duncan K, Nosworthy,
(W2 Gerald L, Racy, and GW2 ®hillip D, Sharp.

On 2 May, while on ready reaction status for II Field Forces, the 162nd
was scrambled to the area west of Loc Ninh, 4 comany of CIDG soldiers
was oicked up at their base camp near Thu Due and flown to Loc Ninh to
stand by for further deployment., While airborne, the flight was briefed
on the urgency of the mission, an insertion of a search party in an
attempt to locate eight missing friendly personnel, & CIDG and 2 U.S,

A long range patrol had stumbled into a heavily fortified NVA trench
and bunker complex, and an attempted extraction under fire had resulted

‘in two helicopters shot down and eight peorle missing. The "Vultures*

arrived in late afterncon and began the insertion, one ship at a time,

into the area where one of %the helicopters from another unit had been
downed and destroyed by enemy fire. Tactical air and artillery strikes _
had temporarily driven the cnemy back, and it was decided by Major Thompsof
to begin immedintely to get full utilization of the element of surprise.
The first five ships inserted without drawing fire and shortly thereaftor
the search team located the eight missing KIA's in the vicinity of the
destroyed helicopter. The extraction was then initiated, again one ship
at a time due to the size af the 1lnndiig , mome, The first two ships in
were loaded with the ¥IA's and miscellancous gear. and equlzment, The te-i
of carrying and loading was overwhelming the CIDG search team and in ordos
to exvedite and not over exmose the shlps by excessive ground tim, the
crew niefs and gunners voluntarily dismounted and directoed the loading,
Their quick actions enabled the extraction to be completed, Had many more
precious minutes been wasted in loading the first two shlps, chalks 6 and
75 who drew heavy fire on take-off and reported a company-sized NVA unit
closing fast on the LZ, might not have made it out. However, the mission
was brought to a successful completion when the Vultures returned to

Phuoc Vinh at 2200 hours that evening,

On 3 May the "Vultures" supported elements of thz lst Inf Divina
battalion~sized 1ift with another assault compary of the 1lth Battalion,
Later in the morning, the "Copperhead" fire team spotted five Nerth
Vietnamese soldiers in the landing zone and erdered fire. Reperts




muccora G A the Gy sontien s 1w s yero killsd, one woredds,
BanrTe o red as e divest retwl WY uhe YCopnerheads® action,

Qre 1 iy, Fonald R, Blancheits, a becirae. ‘usoactor for the 162nd 43T%:
Hov e peocinlisded under theVeuiabls Te.stiiisimant Ronus program fer a
dumy evgn of $10,000.  Speetalist Blancleite waz tho Loul7%h man.that SFC
o N e L LR OO, lind enlased dn whe TR Ay,

Sy IaTire Tl w02 e last rewnining originai mexbor of the 18%nc.
Goulmg v Viemne: with Sne wodt in February of 1966, from Tt Bemning,
Georgia, he started his Your as a PFC serving as a crew chelf on g 'm"
model Huey, ™ Sine~ then he has worked his wey up to Oveciaiistb, ®6 anc
tho title of Technical Inspector for the "Vultures!. o : N

On 6 May tha "Vultures" supported cloments of the 25th. Inf Div in the *
Cu Cki arca. Tt was a hot day in more ways thon ono“for the "Vulturesy
Throughout the day the ten slicks and three gunships were repestelv sube
Jocted to intonse small apms fire and mortars.

During the first insertion the flight received small arms and automntie
weapons fire while on a wide left base into the landing zone. The flight
continusd tho aporoach and upon touching down roceived mortar rounds in
the immodiate area, Displaying the professionalism and determination
that' the "Vultures” are noted for the flight calmly marked the enomr-
postions with smoke and deverted the aros. The Copporhead fire team
rolled in 2nd helped to silemco the enemy fire, .o

And so th~ pattern was set for the remaindor of the day. Timefdhd‘time
again the "Vultures" flight rcecived fire on final and continued ther
approach, only to roceive mortars and RPG's in the landirg-zone, Tt was
the profrssionalism and skill exhibited by each aviater and crow riber
that accounted for no injurics and the mission once ngain sucessfully
completed in the outstanding manner that the 162nd is known for in the
LIIT Cerps arca B

%n 8 May the 162nd cembined competont flying ability with professionalism
and flexibility to verform insertions and extractions in the hostile areas,
. surrounding Saigon.and Thu Duc area. Working continuously, the "Vulturast
performod over 600 sortiss, air lifted 1,295 troops and logged over 150
‘hours of flight time in the course of the day,. L :

On 7 Mry the 162nd was on Roady Reaction Force until a eall wagiFous LveR. 4/
to: insert reinforcomonts into the ARVN compound at Bu Dop, . Tha. ¢oipidus

ufd
had been tho target of repsated Viet Cong and NVA attacks sinqe%iﬁt_whf
the night before and the insertion was dolayed almost an Hﬁﬁr‘d@gﬁgaiﬁhe
continued heavy mortar and rocket attacks. The twe flights of five’
parted the plck-up mone at Song Pe and hondod towards the "hot":Tandir
zonc. The first flight went in and received llght small arms. £iveon
final, As the second flight of five, led by 1IT Harlan M. Schicbe,"
approachod the landing zond a heavy barrage of mortars and rocknts

il

crashed dowr upon the arca. LT Schisbe auickly led his flight sway.ffom
the fire while agnin gotting into position to land in hopes of relrdsing
the much nocded reinforcoments, Again the landing was attempted, but agrin

the ground erupted in a storm of enemy mortars. Roalizing th~ need for the

7
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roevroeeress, LT Sencina jwenoral o veer Ianding zene at the foot of the
P R QOmMERA wat )L i woootak: witich the enomy were sporndicn
ot kg, Tho FLIDNG e tiad eroac wiproach.as If going ¢ iiw
feoeoooading zono and charwicd courivr Gaut mrior to touchdown to sucogs.
e vl the troops in vi newlv Lo d area. Onee again the  ro:mos
el oo avld be obsoreeg Graveiller oo hall of oneryy mortars, bus

el ad hean fodled,  hs iwe Lifve bl boen sucessfzlly compinted
WO L e st mav Deoul, tedirend IV g crRouRied bo e nessiy
B ottt D inerdone,  Onoe agnin tho MY e suucessiully complatoad
et Jnifion s aad dangercus mizsion by exhibiting the professionalism
crd LIl that makes the name, "Vulturcs" stand out among all others,

On 10 May the 162nd was utilised most of the dev by the lst Inf Div poY-
forming combat assaults. Werking in some of th~ worst weather in months
the "Viltures” inserted over 930 combat rmady troops in the rain drenched
arcas south of Saigen and tho oqually damp arcas near Tai Khe with hop~s
of halting the new wave of fighting that cormenced in oarly May. .

While supporting 1I Field Forces on 12 May a "Coppurheed" fire toam was
callod on to fly sccurity for a downnd Nuvy Gunship in the Wha Bo area
until a Chinook could recover it. WO Jamos Hart was nlso close by to
lond a helping hand and diverted from his mission long snough to plck-up
and return the downed crew to Nhe Bo, ‘

On 13 May the 162nd supported cloments of the 1st Inf Div in and around

the Phu Loi-Lai Khe arca in a rather routine morning. Hownver, the

afternoon brought new ndventure to tho 162nd as they wero called upon to
extract a unit of the 1st Inf Div that declored a tactical emargency

after scvsn hours of heavy contact just south of Song Bc. Performing in .
their usual outstanding manncr the 162nd comploted tho axtraction without
incident although weather conditions wore marginal, Red Dog 6 LTC Baumen o

- 11lth Battalion Commander was quoted as saying, "The Vulturcs have agsin

perf‘ormeé in an outstanding mrnncr in a difficult situgtion.®

On 1 May the 162nd was on Ready Recation Foreo for the 199th Light Inf
Bde. At 1030 hours the call came for the 162nd to airlift troops into
an arca northwest of Binh Chanh, As tho "Copperhoads" fire team was o=
pping ~ hcavily vegetated arca 200 metors wost of tho landing zono, con--
tact was made and one gunship rocioved a2 hit in the 1laft rocknt pod. His
wingman ouickly silenced the fire and the mission was complrted without
further inecident,

¥

On 15 ¥ay the "Wultures" combined with the "Robinhoods" of the 173rd to
extrect 1lst Inf Div troops from night defonsive positions Jocated in

the Tan Uyen amea and later insorted scveral units two kilomovers north -
of Phu Lol for a sweep of tho area. :

The 16th cﬁ‘ Moy saw the "Vulturcs" again involved in a battalion-size 1ift
with the "Fobinhoods", Th: day went without incident and the "Vulturag"
rcturncd to the roost with 106 hours of flying timn %o thoir credit,

On 17 May the "Vulturcs" supmorted the lst Inf Div in alriobile assaults.
Thn day was routine for the 162nd, performing in their usual outstanding

manncr and being complimented by all of the ground commanders, Aftor the
flight had roturncd an awards and deecoration cermony was heald in honor of

cortain mombcrs of the 1l62nd. The following is n list of those who rocoived
awards:
8
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o T SFiy garhel
WDy Sicocrradn SPL Doolin
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AR A

WO! Lo

WO

WOl Grernhalgh
WOl Gresham”
WOl Harpnle
WOL Stowell
W0l Westmoreland
8S5G Taylor -
88G Tomlin
858G Powcrs
SPL Chudacok
S°L Hearold
SPL Hhvemann
8=} Lea

SPL Iea

SPy Mewes

SPh Morris
S°L Mama

SPh Reilly
S°l, Seneecal
SPL Smith, J
SPL Sylvester
SPL Weddle
SPFL Winch

PFC Bounds

'PFC Bryan

PFC Dominy
PFC Galleghor
PFC Gront

PFC Johnson
PFC Rhea

PFC Thoissen
PFC Ulrich

On 19 May the 162nd supported clomonts of the 1st Inf Div in tho Lai
Khe ani Quan Lol arcsa, During tho sccend 1ift ncar Tuan Loi the lond
gunship, flown by CPT Michacl Shannon, was hit by heavy autom-tic

weapons fire and CPT Shannon took a round through the log,

was flown to Quan Loi and the mlssion was completed without further in-
cident,

On 20 May the 162nd was on Ready Renction Forco until 1100 hours when
throy wore called to the nid of the "Emus® who hnd come into contact with
cnemy forecs ncar Tan An, The "Vulturos® wore utllized to insert ARVN
troops into tho arca and extract the wounded, Landing within 75 motors
of cxploding encmy mortars » the "Vulturos" medevaced over a‘dozon ARVN
troops to Tan An and comploted the mission without incidmnt,

9

The aireraft
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G L T Mg Y Vadtoeer o, herqubled to support fiw g

ATt oEet of T . e e 0 ko evening o heavy bu=v.u. of
Gt ©- B8 ang mortars, «.od ue 3ihu Do had come from this woma,
.o s Concord Firc Supt v 420 inserted In ile rien paddios
o oo backeyard in an con v b 2av”h him rcd-handed. :

SV LR e LA e Vg rtrnes hile "Trookyt the-

T e A e men warees wibo Uae 1lth Combat iviniica Batizlion,
Conovir Thres o ovide illondnation for the night insertion,

G 2l May the 162nd supported alomonts of the 1st Inf Div, The first
1ift of tho morning was a fifteen sortics insertion from the Thu Due
water plant to a landing zens two kilomztors north of VG Island", The
"Wulurns!" thon comploted a twenty sortio extraction from a night dofinsivo
position sevon kilometors southwost of Phuoc Hoa to Normandy I. After .
the complation of the twenty sertic extraction the "Vulturcs® diverted
thoir attention to single ship resupply missions until inte in the day
when they reformed to oxtract some morc lst Div troops. :

On 26 May the 162nd had a maintenanco stand-down, Tho dav was utilized

to the fullest cxtent and at 1700 hours a chang: of command ecrmony was
hold. Major Romald X, Androson, former commndor of the LO7th Trans Dot
assumcd commind of the 162nd Aslt Hel Co from Major Jams E. Thompson who
vas rotating back to CONUS, Mnjor John A. Potric replaced Major Andrason
a8 commender of the 4O7th Trans Dot. Distinguishod guests included Colonnl
Lambort 12th Group Commnder; LTC Bauman, 11th Battalion Commandor; Colonel
Mowery, Commander of 3rd Bripads, 10lst Airborn Division.

On 27 My the 162nd supported IT Ficld Forces all ov-r the IT Corpvs arco,
During the day ®hunoe Vinh was mortarcd and the "Copperheasgt gun toam

w2s scramblod to Ap Bo La which was nlso roceiving incoming rounds, The

day was routine for most of the "Vulturng! 3 _howover WO Jrmes M, Wright

and his crew hod a rather unusual dry. Whilo making nn perial roeconnaiss-
ance: of a river near Bai Trai two Samprns and VC were spottod and taken
wdzr fire in a rostricted apona, Beeca uso of the dnnse Jungle tho ro-

sults of that mission could not be confirmed, Howoswvor, later in the day ¥
another sampan and scveral VC were svotted trying to hido from the alreratt,’
They ~lso were taken under fire and 1t was later confirmed by tho ground
cormonder that the samoan vne sunk and ont VC killed by the wpredisien
shooting of Specinlist's Grant and Wooden, the crow chicf and gumor,

The month of M~y saw five "Tulturcs! roturning to stateosido, Among thoso
wore: L Sterling L, Linton, a formep "Vulturcs" who had moved to battalion
QW2 Ch~rlcs F Weed, who wns the former supply officer; CWa Chnrlas R,
Sanders; CW2 John 0*Conncr; and CW2 Phillip €, Wonr.
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Srrne Do cle s menths Tien v 4 Y ILr mest ovtstanding comnidey
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Lo - n2 former Execuviv 7 =W vl i Jeparted for CONUS Lvowp
el +ith five Chief | R R They wereg CW2 Jamzg M,
e noeth Mackesy C.0 = v=vin by T ‘28, the former supnly and

Cekey CW2 William D, 3}'1.‘-.--.1;.';.--?5;-3.*:: 2t OW2 Donald L, Welch,
T T stavted 0 gL LY e ooy Supesrbing Lue 195 Loght Infant»y
PR 7w hrlyty gordle adrmobie operation northwest oi Trang Bon. The
CdAanGey o8 weo paepared with artillery and gunship supmression by the
"Ccpperhead" -fire team, A total of 180 troops were carried in and at the
completion of the mission the "Vultures" returned to Phouc Vinh to stand~: °
by on Ready Reaction Force, .

on 6 June the 162nd supported elements of the 1st Inf Div in airmobile
agsaults and later with single-ship resupply missions. After the working -

day had ended the "Vultures" had two honored gursts, Major General Williams,

the OG of the 1lst Aviation Brigade, paid a visit to the "Vultures Roosth
and spent the night along with Colonel Powell the Jirochor of Army Aviation.

Prior to thelr doparture the next morning they were confirmod hunorary

"0 16 Jime the 'L&2nd was part of a Ready Reection Force for the 3rd Corps
 area, and spemt ‘the day performing maintonance on the aircraft. The 11th
Battaliou vourler was furnished by the "Vultures" and while on a mission
received several rounds of automatic weapons fire just east of Saigon
in the "Key Hole" area. The fire was coming from a heavilv pepulated rege
idential area, so no action could be immediately taken.

On 18 June the 162nd again supportad elements of the lst Inf Div. The
airmoble assaults were from Lai Khe to a lending zone about twelve kil-
ometers south of Phuoc Vinh. The day went well and without incldents and
the "Vultures" returned to the roost to await anothor day. .

On 20 June the "Vultures" flew combat assaults in suprort of the lst Inf
Div out of Lai Xhe to a landing zone north and northwest of Lai Khe, &

fiftesn sortie 1ift from Di An to areas south of Thu Duc was also COMD— "

leted.

On 28 June the "Vultures" flew for II Field Forces. The 162nd "Copoer-
heads" were called %o cover an emergency extraction northwost of Nui Dat
while working for an Australian Army unlt. The Australians had sevoral
paople wounded while in contact with tho enomy, and the "Copverheads" got
‘one confirmed VC kill, Iater they were called in to cover a dummy extract-.
lon of a 12 man ambush team which had been spotted by the ememy. While

tho patrol changed positions, the "Copporhoads" hit an enemy vosition 100
Yards away.

Also on 28 June WO Gary Drotar, thé 162nd Educntion Officer, arranged for
an education advisor from Di An to be in the company area to glve UED and
college entrance exams. The turn-out was larger than exoocted end, nced-
lass to say, WOl Drotar was pleased,
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Takring overything into consideration, it has be~n a herd but rewarding
three months, The "Vulturcs! lost a vast se~mingly irrepliceahle, amount
of experience, yet carried the load of a sccond enemy offensive without
once faltering, Aircraft avallability rates are unequaled by any companv
in the 12th Aviation Group, or the III Corps Area. Overall maintanernce
has been outstanding and out of reach of any othor unit,

'During the quarter the members of the 162nd conbinnally displayed the

skill, determination, and protusslonsldsm that has made, =nd will cont-
inue to make the 162nd, the finest assault helicopter comprny in the
Republic of Vietnam, :

ITI Maintenance and Supply

- During the quarter Asrcraft Availidility Rates wore as follows:

April: | UH-10 784
UH~1D 8% . Overall: 80¢

Mays: | UH-1C 764
: . UH~-1D - 8Lz Overall:s 824

Junes UH-1C 78% . : ’
UH-1D B6% Overall: 8L%

. Consolidatod supply revorts that there were no shortages of eritical itoms,




