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comaﬁding Officer ho?th IC Det..................... MAJ ROnPld F. "\ndreson

............
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.............

Commending Officer L50th Signal Deterueerrnceneasons 1LT Sterling L, Lintoﬁ

----------------

ConFOlidatGd Supply and PBO.I..OI'.I'.OC....OC‘Il.‘. Y*’Ol Thom,ﬂs D. Phelos
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I Mission and lesonrces

During the reriod 1 Jamary throuzh 31 larch 1946, the 162nd Assault
“elicopter Conpany centinued to suzjort cormmittrcits of the 1lth Combat Dattalion,
<1l asci-ned nissious wure successfully comileted in a irofessio.al Lai.ur, vp-
holding the Ltandards cstaclished by the 11th 2atitalion zid the "Vulturesh,

B Tl.c celf-lclp co-strvetion yrojram is otill Leing utilized under the guidaice
and dircction of LiT Sterling L. liiton with wany new structures and ix rovements
as a rcsult,

Thc sww "Wulbure T eater® las becn co.leted, with a new staze, scroen,
w0 wetion reor, and covered seatinz area, '

Tue oW seGition to the 16Z.d l.cs fall las been cozpleted and a ..ew sump
w88 Uuaii Qui. The iss hall ‘as also been coxpletely enciosed to help eli.ducte
dist,

“wo new houtches .ave bsc. Luilt for tle 4O7th TC Det. persomsel and the
cld buildinrms reicved. .

Four ..« showers have becn built and overlhead cuvurs ;ut on 2ll the uri.als,
1l showers, urinals, a:¢ letri.es have bow. raisted,

L niover area for maintila.ce has .ec. leoveled off -ud peniirimed along
with all of the slicl liien. .leo li:lts have bee. installed on the slick line.
T.¢ ruvetments have Leen clcaned up and numbered Al tirou-h Cb.

T:e ordesly room “as been reraired, revainted and soucwhat resodeled due
to the sa .ins: plastoer oo the ceilin. s,

. ..e shed for the senwrators las beeu built and the ..¢.crators moved to
e.ardiate the ..olse fro. the operatio.s briefiiy room. Also, new wiring is bedng
i..stalled in the co-j.asy arca, :

T.e iuside of the operations buildiuc has undergc.-e a :nich necded redesirn-
ing end roioccling, u.der the diiecticn of laior Paul J Wenzel,

Lev-ral persolnicl changes have takes place within the cowpany during the qu-
arter, 1.7 “erlan 1, Eclieve lLas take: over the second platoon, replacing
ClT. “cwin 3. Dean, who rotatcd statuside. 1LT Ja.es Lhannon took over the first
platoo.. tumorarely when G T. Paul B, Fellencer rotated baed statccide, hajor
Ray L. ireulen l:as riplaced It. Shanron as first platocn lesder witil April 15

wi.eii he will rerlace lajor 'enzel as operations officer. CI'T Parold J. Nayes N
bas replaccd CP'T. Thomas I, Guisenberry as co.sander of the third rlatocn due .
to CIT - uisenberry rotating stateside. R

Crief Warrawt Cfficir Crarles B, Weed fro.. 2attalion replaced YO Thozas D. .
P.elps a¢ Co.solidated Supply and P20, rcliasing WO Phelrs back to the 2nd Flatoon
to risu.e his flying duties,
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II Operztions anc Training
e following w:its were supported during the quarter:

10lst Airbor.e Division

1st Infantry Division

9th Infantry Division

25th I.:fantry D'wlsion

5th ALV Division

199th idght L:fatry Irigade
1st Australian Task Force
5th Special Foices Group

11 Ficld Porces Victor

Total rissions Flown - 10,030

Total Sorties Flown - 26,391

Tons of Carzo Carried -~ 491
Pagserzers Carried - 49,951
Totel Flight Tive - 8,720 hours
“umber of Adreraft it by Inemy Fire:

} =10 VHEES)
January ] 1 1
Febroary 3 : 11
hareh 3 2

=unber of Aircraft lost

UE-1C UH-31D
canuary 0 A
February ¢ 1
rarch 1 0

womber of Adreraft wecovired

Janvary 3
Tohreery 3
arey 2

Crew l.erbers Wounded:

January 1
fchruary A
»oreh 3

Crew “e.bers Hilled:
Ja.uary

o]
February 0
Irarch FR
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T.e 162nd "Wultures" startcd the ..ew year with a chaige of co.manders,

L ehanze of cormaid cerescny honering -ajor ltolely L, '!ilso-, the de.arting
C.0., and }ajor Jemes E, T ompson was -eld on 1 Jan 60 in conjunction with a
presestation of awards ceremcay. 10 illiams Commanding General of the lst
Lviation Drizade was rrese.t to present awards to persons Leing decorated, ' Among
t.ose receiving awards was rajor lJilson who received the Distinguisied Flying
Cross for hercism while participati-g in serial flight and the iircnze Star for
weriterious achievenent, : :

The "Vultures" were sorry to lose suci a fine cormander as major Wilson, but
in retur: were lappy to gave raior Tiompson as a replacement, Hajor Thompson is
on his second tour in ¥tetnam ond before comizg to the Vultures, did a= outstinding
Job with the "Tomahawks" of the 128th Aslt el Co as their Cperations Cfficer,

Visiting cignita:ies prasent at the cerenony were; CCL Psaki, 12th Croup
Cormander: COL lLowery, Co.me.der, 3rd de, 10lst Abu Div: LTC .obbs, 1lth Cot
Avn En Corweavder and his staff ad other Comi.any Commanders of the Bat.talion,

A totcl of 29 Awards wore presented at the CEre.ony,

Following is a list of these awards:

LG

LAJOL TMilson

IAJ Yilson

C. T Dean

CT Lilsenberry
2.T Coriell
150 Vrooks

;‘KOI'I IIV"
PFC Bowling

A Y

en dca

W0 Zarver

WG lrasedos
WO Creelleaf
V0 Irdeen
170 (lsor:

WC Steve:rs
WO ftoehr

Aw,
Do Me

EGT Scott

EP5 Deed .
SPY Autrey : Ry
SP4, Depuy AN
SP5 Tspvik
SPL Y.ollmer
EPh Yailloux
8P4, Fierson
SPL Seba

Am IIV"

I'FC Leinemann
ACH

WO Wright de CQ
SPL Forte

SP4, Kilpatrick
SPl, Stewart

The first half of January were’ spanl beconing accustosed to our new (G and
was mostly occupled with trainiag flictts for the i0lst 4.n Div,, preparing them
to beccme operational in the Republic ard iicoctrinating them to the tcchniques
of airmobile operatio.s,

G 17 January the "Vulturcs" co.dicted combat assaults for the 3rd Rde,
101lst Abn IMdv, “Lcereadng Fagles,® Ls the cay pro.ressed the "Rakasans"
rade contact with an undetermined ele.ent of Viet Cong and additional reinforce-
ments were insertcd by the "Wultures® ¢-abling the "Rakasans" to route.the hobtiie
force.

On the lith of January we wcre on Leady Reaction Forge for the 3rd Corps
tactical zone and were called to the aid of our cister comnazy, the "Robinhoods®
While surnorting the 25th ARV Div, the 173rd lad la.ded in the micst of a -ard
core VC Ileme.t and lost seviral chips. - The "Vulturcs", with ti.e aid of their
armed rlatoon, the "Coprerheads", completed the inscrtion in spite of intensive
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. -zround ~ction, and proved a-ain that the 162:d is the best in the Nattalion,

L couple of days lat.r, 20 Jannary, the "Wulturcs" wire ci.aged in 2
fratialion 1ift with the "Dohinhoods" whe: the lst Tlatoon flight load re;orted
receiving fire. Shortly afterwards, the third and fourth aircraft &lso rejorted
receiving fire. The 1lth An Co.mander, LTC William A, hobbs, wro was in °
charze of the operztion, called in the "Copperhcad" light fire team. After the
"Copperhead8® surpre:sed the oarea no .ore fire was recceived and the operation was
coupletcd without futher incident, .

“At coproxiiately 2330 hours oa 26 Jaruary several mortar rounds nit near
the mainvte. arce crca but thers was ..effative damage to aireraft, property,
¢r recgens,

O 28 Janvary the "Wultures" wcere horiored to kave Rrigodier Gencral
Sprua.ce, (retired) as a puest creaker at our cafety meeting., Brigdier Gencral
Spruace is a safety officcr for the Alr TForce. Aftir haviig a near fatal crash
in 1961 while flying for tl.e Delewarpd.ir Tational Guard. !''is talk was centered
arcund his near fatal crash a..d how he avoiced his rendezvous with death,

On 29 January the Vultures, landing oue ship at a ti-ze in a smzll pick up |
70..e, extracted over 60 tons of captured Viet Cong lice from a field locatiom
petwecen Phuoc Vinh and Lail Yhe, There were a few anxious menents while we were
extracting the 600 bags of freshly packed rice and toilet papper, as the APC's <
just north of the pick up zo:ie made contact with the Viet Ceng., ‘“owever, the
mission was sucessfully co.rleted and we did not receive any fire in the short
zkirrish that teok place. .

The 30th of January marked a new era in the fizhting in the Republie,

T.a Viet Cong rade a strcng offe.sive in ..ost of the key cites and district in
=it fywoile,  Salgon, Bien lica, Long Binh, Phu Lel, Lal Khe and rany other key
places were it with rockets, motars, and in some instances ~round attacks.

On 30 January we extracted the .ajority of our aircraft to Vung Tau
due to intellenjence rerorts of an upcoming attack. Tre following day we were \\
back on the job, completing eur ::issiens witl the professionallsm that the ~.

"Wultures" arc known fer throughout the 3rd Corrs Tactical Zone.

Ca 51 January we teamed up with eur sister assault helicopter companies .
the 128th, and 173rd, and two assault surport helicorter comranies, the 205th and &
215th, and together ..oved over 3,400 troops and 370 tons of cargo in the short
span o7 ten hours, while supporting the lst Inf. Div,

Tw: battalion size inscrrtions, two extractions, and & further ene and a
-alf bactalivn inscrtion in compsny size 1ifts were made in the late afterneon
“ours. «vcr five and a “alf battalions ef infantry add suprorting equipment were
E?qed by the 1lth Bn from Di An to Quan lei, with the "Vultures" moving ever
101 treops. b

This was the largest movement of trecps ever conducted by the UF-1 units
of a combat aviation battalien in a one day eperation,

Several times during the day the Vultures came under intense enemy -motar
and rocket fire at Lai Khe and surrounding areas, Howwver, due to the fine
efforts of our flight leads 1LT Farlan Scheibe and 1LT James Shannon and the
coordinated efforts of "Vulture 3" Major Faul J. Wenzel, and "Vulture 6", Major
James E. Thsmpson, all the lifts throughout the day went exceptionally well,

The "Vultures" started the montk eof February with a hang so te speak, In
the late hours eof the first day of Februory incoming 82mm mortars were reperted
in the south quadrant of the compound. T"“ese few rounds could have been an
indication of tbings to come for the "Vultures" because February was a busy month
for the 1l62nd,

On 2 February the "Wultures™ were suprorting the lst Bde of the 10ist A o.9e
Airborne north ef Song Be when WO Ronald D. Freer noticed a loss of pewer and
macde & successful emergency landing in a swarpy clearing, The aircraft was
recovered before dark and the days mission was completed without future incident.,

In the early rorning hours of 3 February the 162nd Arred Flatoen, the "
"Co-perteads" were called to the aid 'of a P.F. compound siuth of Phuec Vinh,
which was under attack Wy a ‘company size force of VC. The "Copper*eads stepped
the attark and were credited with kil%%sg 25 VC during the nights actien., It '




is because of swift strikew sucr as these that COL Lawrence L. Mowery
«Comrander of the 3rd Bde, 10lst Abn., at Fhuoc Vinh presented the "Corperheads"
with a letter of cermedation for services rendered to him and his troops.

% On 5 Februory the "Corperhcads" wore again called on to dhwirt the enemy

4n their attempt to over run a Vietnarese corrond near Phuoc Hoa, After ¥

being scrambled the "Corperheads! established contact with the ground unit and
proceeded with their gun runs. When it was over one of the cempounds advisors
gave the "Copperheads" credit for 8 dead and 7 wounded VC.
. Cn 6 February the 162nd was on RRF, but at 1215 hours care to the aid of the
"Thunderblrds” who had lost 2 ships to enemy ground fire just west of Binh Chan.
The "Vultures" airlifted elements of the 199th Light Inf. Brisade into there
gstrategic locations around the downed aircraft and eompleted the 1ift without
taking a ronnd.
(n 8 February Major James E. Thompssn and members ef the 162nd Armed
Flatoon, the "Coprerheads," were tre honored guests of the Vietnamese district
e ief at Thuoc Vinh., T e district chief “ad arranged an arpreciation cerarony
Jor the rart the "Vultures" played in rerelling repeated VC attacks on Vietnarese
wut rosts earlier in the month.. The district Chief presented the rembers of the
~o2nd with floral wreaths, which are symbolically, one of the highest awards that
& rerson can rece‘ve from t e government of Vietnam.
"Charlie" must have resented the awards because shortly before midnight on
the sare day “e rresented a few incoring rotars and rockets, .
On 10 February the "Wultures® were moving elements of the 9th Inf. Bde from .
edd locations to Long Tam when they came under leavy enemy fire. Twe aircraft R
took *its, one through the windshield and one through the exhaust, @&V0 David
Pricgeon was the aircraft covmander of the areraft that took the round through
the windshield ard 1LT Frank Lotnurco was his pilot, The coincedence of this was
that WO Fridgeon was flying his last cembat assault in Vietnam, and 1LT Loturco \
was flying his first combat assault. K
After the "Wultures" wore released and enrcute to Phuoc Vinh, the "Copperw '

‘heads" cavy fire term with them, intercerted a call by Faris Control at Binh

Foa, on jiard for any gunships in the area to contact Paris Control. The "Corper-
heads- " respronded and were requested to go to an area five miles northeast of
Bink "oa, to cover a downed chopper until it's crew could be picked up., After
the crew were rescued, the "Copperheads! were released and returned to Fhuoe Vinh.

Cr 1.2 February the "Vultures" surported the 9th Infantry Division out
of Raal . .5 . The 1ift went smoothly and without incident and carried the fine
neme and regutation of tre 162ndt's little further south.

After the flight was released they returncd to the "roost" to eclebrate the
promaiions of four Warrant Officers te Chief Warrant Officer, The hosts of the
party were (WO John J. O'Conner, (W2 Crarles R. Sanders, OW2 Gereld L. Racey, and
GJ2 William ¥, Sheehran, The "Vultures" were pleased with the promitions of thely
fellow officers and gladly accepted their inviation to a free bar for the night, N

The follewing day the "Vultures" were indulzed in what was suppose to be oo
an adrinistrative 1ift for the 101st Abn Div when the lead shir was sprayed with
lead from a VC AK 47. After taking one round through the windshield, the crew= -
chief of the lead ship, £PL Howard Wetzel, cut the running enemy down with a burst™
from his ¥-60, It was the first VC kill for SFL Wetzel, but he hopes not his last,

Also on the 13th WO Ronald Adair had & rather unusual day, WO Adair was
on short final to the nori-ally secure pad at Phuoc Hoa when hé was greeted
with enemy rincs and small erms fire. Although the aircraft was later found to
have more than twenty holes from shrapnel and bullets in the main rotor, tail
rotor, gear box and bottom and side of the fuselage and was rapidly losing fuel,
WC Adair successfully flew it back to Fhuoc Vinh and only one person was injured;
SFL Tebay, the gunner, received a piece of shrapnel in his leg,

The following day, 14 February, the "Vultures" were hard at work supporting
clements of the 9th Inf, Div. when "Clarlie" grceted them in an LZ with RPG's
and autoratic wcapors. Thrce aircraft rcceived minor damage from shrapnel and a
few lucky hits by "Charlie" but no one was iniured and "Charlie" was again shown
it is expensive to mess with the "Vult@;fs."
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were by tossing a fow motars and rockets our way, however, what little darage
. “whs donc was :inor aud thire were no rerorted iniuvrics. L
T On 19 February while cleaniug up the company arca scveral unexploled '¥~79
and“fragration grenades were found and taken care of by the local FOD team,

On 21 February one of the "Viltures" lift airecraft received heavy
automatic weapons fire from a VC road block north of Phu Loi and was going to
make a gun run until he was discouraged by RPG rounds and changed his mind and
called the coordinates in to be hit by airstrikes,

On the night of the 23rd the VC tried again to register on our maintenance
arca with seviral motar rounds,

On 24 Febrvary 1LT Barlan Scheibe had an experience he will never forgst. He
had to make an emerfgency landing southeast of Phuoc Vinh and the aireraft was
totaled and burned. No one was injured although it was a horrible experience
for cvuryonc aboard,

The month was drawing to a close but "Charlie" got in four more punches
rifore the bell sounded, hitting us on the 24ph, 26th, 27th, and 29th with
oceasional mortar and rocket rounds,

The "Wulturcs" startud the month of March out by welcoming ten new aviators
to the roost for twe wueks of in-country training and orientation. The ten
aviators from the 7th of the 1lst Air. Cav. Regt, were newly arrived in country
and wade their home in Di An for the first thirty days after leaving the
"Wultnres". As is tradition at the "Wultures®, each now officcr is required to
rat tin dollars on the bar the first night in the company, so needless to say
i month of Marc” was started out right.

The first *wo weeks of the month were spent mostly on missions with the lst
Int. Div.. and 10lst Abn Div., however the patbern was cranged somewhat with trips
to Man Tor and Xuan Loe w»ile supporting the ARVH,

On the night of 5 March, the Bhuoc:Vinh Gompound came 'under mortor and :
rocketoatt-ck, Tie 162nd Arred Fletoon resporded to the attack by taking to:the:
air to scek out the epumy positions, W-ile engeged in counter-mortar defense.

a gunsi-in was destroyed in mid-air dud to unknown causes. All the crew and

the aiveraft was a total loss, The crew members includeds OWO Vernon R. Tweedy,
SP4 Brian T. Murray, SF) Ceorge D. Wovakovic, and a pilot from the 7th of the lst
Air. Cav who was training with the "Vulturest, WOl Lcuning,

Cn 12 March at approximately 2130 hours the VC again hit the Phuoe Vinh
cempoun” wiith wortars and rockcts, Although there were over 200 incoming rounds
countew tinire was only minor darage in the "Wultures" area,

Gir the rorning of 17 March the "Wultures" wore engaged in an operation with °
the 100st Abn Div. in an attempt to locate and destroy Viet Cong mortar positions
in ike IIT Corps arca, while in the aftcrnoon we were lifting elements of the
5t 8.F into IZ's north of Long Jinh.

On 20 March the 162nd combined with ot er clements of the 1lth Cbt Avn Bn
to 1ift troops of the 1lst Inf. Div. from Quan Loi to Loc Ninh and IZ's around
Loc Min', The "Vultures" were chosen to lead the 30 ship operation and as always
care through with flying colers,

A busy day was in store for thc "Wnltures" on 22 Yarch when they arose to
surrort infantry units south of Fhuoc Vinh. Irmediately after receéiving reports
t'at the ground 'mits were in heavy contact with "Charlie" the armed helicopter
platoon, the "Copperheads", care to their aid and drove the VG back while the
relicopter 1ift platoon resupplicd the units during the lull in the fighting.
Because of the tremendous surport given by the "Coprcrhsads" the VC direccted
their fire on the ammed helicopters end succecded in downing one aircraft.
Powrevir, one of the 1ift aircraft piloted by WO Dopald L. Welch, of Clcarwater
Fla, quickly rcscucd the downed crew w'ile five other aireraft put in a sceurity
foree to sucure the zircraft until it could be lift.d out by a Ci'-47.

As the Chinook wes lifting thc downed gunship out of the area, a med-ovac
aireraft in the samc arca received heavy fire and went down. The ™ultwrcs®
rusroaded irmediatcly to the ameraency by extracting the ground troops from
where the smship ad been downed and inserting them in to sccure the crippled
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v ocdecvae eircraft, During thosc ingo tions and extiractions the Vulture 1lift

rlatoon “ad exccllent covirage fro~ the "Copp.rhead" firetesri, At one point,
as the lift ships wore diverting the arca, unfrivdly treops were secn comverging
on that arca, Both downcd zireraft and thoir crows woere successfully secured
undcr intunse hostile conditions and known enemy rositiorms were quickly silenced,

T' ¢ day was still not over fer the "Wultres". T ¢ nission t'at had been
rlanned for the hours that "C arliel caused havoe for the infantry and their
many units still -ad not ycot bewn completed. The "Wultures® were reassenbled
with the "Copper'cads™ to cont mue their nevir ending task of routing “C arlie"
from his most sccure hiding places., Dusk was near but was uscd as an advantage.
Undi r concealrent of darkness more infantry units were inserted into a rosition
wiich would ¢nable theh to suprice the enemy with the approach of dawn., Both the
area of pick-up and thc arca of inscrtion were swrounded by suspected VG posit-
lons, Swooping down as thilr narisake would, the Vulturcs surely suprised
(harlic as it appear.d be didn't have tire to react to what was happening, and
tlns cended another day,

On 23 March, the "Wulturcs" were engaged in an opcration northeast of Saigon
w'ile surporting the lst Inf. Div. there was enly light enemy contact, however,
vhe lst Div with thc 'elp of the 162nd was able to account for 22 enemy bunkers
Costroyed,

The 24th saw the *Vultures" working alrost all the III Corps area while
ingarud in operations with the IT Ficld Forces,

Or: 25 larct the Vulturcs again start«d the day suprorting the lst Inf., Div.
2o an op.ration north of Lai Khe, With thc ald of one of our sister units the .

P oltnr.s" lifted gound units into LZt's with bopes of finding and deostroying any n
Luotn the arca. This bettalion size 1ift was controlled by Red Dog 3, and \
brought o ¢ erd to two larse, nowly fortificd bunker complexes., The "Vultures"
then movid to DI An to air 1ift move infantry units north of Thu Duc. With a i
break of only thirty minutes, the 162nd woe e on their way again surrorting

" infantry units ncar Bicen Foa,

The 26th day of the month was beran with incoming rounds in the 162nd area.
At approciratoly OLCO0 hours. Aftcr a rather restless night the 162nd was agnin
on the ‘ob particirating in a2 battalion sizc opcration north of Lai Khe, The 1ift
was cld up bricfly w il & sveurity force was inscertued around a downed aircraft
in the arca. After the aircraft was recoverad ond the sccurity force extracted,
the opur-tion wes resumcd without further incident,

At rproximately 2245 “ours on the same night the P-uoc Vinh compound arain
had ineconing reunds. Two morter rounds hit the nearly complcted maintensnce
manger, thric rersous were slishtly indurcd from shrapnel.

U1 28 Maroh the "Valturcs" worked with t' ¢ "Black Baron" and his aviation
clorunts in an or.ration nortk of Chon 1i tan which involved LZ's within 150
meters of the Carbodian bord.r. As our CO laet.r said, 'you learn to arpreciate
the rrofessioralism in the 162nd aftor sceing anothur unit g0 nearly 5 miles off
coursce while looking for the LZ. The "Valfurces" as always, were right on target,

itting the RF's and LZ's with uncanny accuracy and getting the usual comment
from th¢ ground and air missions cormand.or's of doing an outstanding job.

Aftur corpleting the days mission, the Vultures returncd to the roost
to attend a banquet in homor of the cepafting 12th Avn Gp Conmander, COL Psaki.,
CCL I'saki has buen in Vietnar for 18 wonths and has been 12th @p Cormander for
tii¢ last 12 months,

Diring the banquet COL Mowery, the cormander of the 3rd Bde 10lst Airborne
Division at huoc Vinh was rade an honory "Vulture" and rresented a "Wulture patch,

OCL T'saki said he had 2 warm fceling for the 162nd from the first time
he cere to Phuoc Vinh., Since tlon the 162nd has stood out among all of the
33 odd units in the 12th Gr as one of the finust., "Ive seen the, "Wult res®
pull the fat out of the firc scviral tires, and sct the standard for othur units,?
said COL Isaki "T“c neme "Wultures" .is not a romantic nare and does not draw
attention," continucd COL Fsaki, "“owever, the 162nd docs draw atteation wherever
it gous as the model assault kelicopter eompany, ! -
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The month of March was reported by the Service Platoon as being a record

breaking month, The "Vultures" flew 3119 total hours, which is more than the unit ®
has evcr flown in one month. ‘ :
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LY I

ITI Maintenance and Supply

During thg quarter Aircraft

. January UH-~1C
U4~1D

February . " UH-1C
UH-1D

March UH-1¢
UH-1D

Availability Rates wore as follows:

83%
7%

81%
79%

79%
83%

Consolidate Surrly reports that thcre were no shortages of critical items

av this tinme.
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