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CONFIDENTIAL o i

AVHGCST (10 Aug 68) 2d Ind (C) MAJ Klingman/ds/LBN 4433 o
SURJECT:  Operational f‘eport of Headquarters, 16th IAG for period ending *"

31 July 68, RUG, COFOH - 65 (RI) (1)

\ -

SGi:

UQUARTERS, UNITID STATES ARMY, VLLTHAM, APO Ran Franciseo 96375 2 5 ngy 19aq

€

T0: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacifie, ATTN: GPOP-UT, AFO 5
96558 ks
1, (U) This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-lessons o
lLearned for the quarterly period ending 31 July 1968 from Headquarters, 1
16th Combat Aviation Group.
2, (C) Comments follow: ' C
a. Reference item concerning aviation assets, page 6, paragraph 2bu(2):
iio additional assault helicopter companies are now avallable or lorecast to
te availahle in the near future,
b, ieference item concerning ballistic helmets, page 7, paragraph
2£(1)(a): Concur, Research ia Yeing conducted on the overall wearability
of the tullistic helmet. Modification kits designed to correct deficiencies
in helmets currently in VY have Leen lssued to using units,
¢. Feference item concerning the use and training of fileld sanitation E
teams, under the provisions of USAHY Regulation 40«19, page 8, paragravh o
2£(1)(v): Concur. There is no plan to discontinue this program, 0
iR
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AVGM-8C
SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquarters, 16th CAG for period ending 31 July

68, RCS, CSFOR - 65 (RI) (V)

c. (U) Organization:
(1) Structure: m
16th CAG
I .
s T -
, R S —t
‘ HHC I L'1hth CAB I Jz12th csnai

(2) Organizational Changes:
(a) The 132nd ASHC was assigned to the 14th CAB on 23 May 68.
(b) The 272nd ASHC was assigned to the 308th CAB on 6 June 68.

(c) The 308th CAB was released form attachment to 16th CAG on 1 July 68, and
2reignad to the 101st Air Cav Div.

{3) Ctation List: (Inclosure *)
d. {(U) Personnel:
(1) Command Relationship
(a) Group Headquarters
CO: Col Daniel G Gust 036330 Thru 3 July
Col William C Tyrrell 070541 L4 July - Present
DCG: LTC Thorveld R Torgerson 069818 Thru 29 June
LIC Rennie M Cory 065207 30 June - Present
S1: MAJ James i Boyd 0402196
S2: MAJ Herdon Godfrey Jr. 01935345 Thru 31 May
CPT Jorj C Head 05218635 1 June - Present

CCNSFIDENTIAL
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AVGM~SC
SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquarters, 16th CAG for period ending 31 July
68, RCS, CSFOR - 65 (RI) (U)

S3: LIC Rennie M Cory 065207 Thru 29 June
LTC Milton Benz 01861990 30 June - Présent
S4: MAJ Franklin N Harris 089499 Thru - 30 June
MAJ George P Johanknecht 074734 1 July - Prgsent
(b) Unit Commanders
14th CAB LTC Ray M Carson OF106541 Thru 6 July
LTC Charles i Klopp 071820 7 July - Present
212th CSAB  LTC Wilber . Middleton 070141 Thru 13 June 68
LIC Bernard W Burns 073296 14 June - Present
308th CLB LTC Charles S Steen 066513
(2) Unit Strength
&) Military

Subordinate Unit

HHC Off futh O/H WO iuth O/H EMiuwth O/H Total iuth O/H
17 22 2 3 51 98 0 123
(b) Civilian |
HHC DAC VN iuth O/H 3DNMAT Contractor
. 0 5 3 0 0
e. (U) iircraft Status
UH-1D  U-21 OH-64 U-ba
futh 2 H 2 1
O/H 2 1 2 1
fo. (C) Operational Results (See Inclosure 2.)

CONFELDENTIAL 3
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AVGM-SC

SUBJECT: éperational Report of Headquarter, 16th CAG for period cnding 31 July
68, RCS, CSFCR - 65 (RI) () :

g, (U) 1Intelligence
h. (C) Plans, Oﬁerations s Training
(1) Plans: Rone

(2) Operations: Group operational activities were coordinated through the
three group army iviation Elements (ilE) located in the three ma jor headquarters
supported by the group. Significent activities occurring during the reporting
period for these ..iE are outlined below,

(a) ALE, IIT MAF:

1 Increased support of Prairie Fire operations from the Phu Bai FOB and the
evacuation of Kham Duc Special Forces Camp,

2 IEstablishment of radio relay and command and control aircraft support for
frairie Fire operations,

3 - Flight Following and iir/Fire Support Coordination instructions for ICTZ
were updated.

4 Helipad directory for ICTZ was updated.,

2 Coordinated helicopter support of 1st Marine Division operations Mameluke
Thrust, illen Brook and Swift Saber. These operations involved the clearing of
areas 15-20 miles around DaNang. - '

6 Coordinated helicopter support of operation Eager Yankee in the TF X-Ray

ceastal area. This operation involved extensive helicopterborne operations in th
3rd Marine Division area. .

I Re-evaluation of aerial surveillance (OV-1) aircraft missions to effect
improved support for PCV, '

() I Corps ME : .ction undertaken by the I Corps ..iE during the period 1
May 1968 through 31 July 1968 that arc worthy of note follow: :

1 Increased VN/F support of .RVN combat operations. Close liaison between
the I Corps ..E, I Corps G3 lir idvisor and iir Force 4dvisory Team #5 (AF.T 5)
has resulted in a marked increase of VNiF helicopter support of ARVN combat oper-
ations. VN.F helicopters have participated with 16th Gp iAslt Helicopters in all
ARVN combat assaults during this reporting period with the exception of one oper~
ation where the LZ's were not capable of accommodating CH-34 helicopters,

CONFIOENTIAL
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AVGM“SC
SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquarters, 16th CiG for period ending 31 July
68, RCS, CSFOR - 65 (RI) (U)

2 Increased helicopter support for Province Advisors. Senior ndvisor of
Guang Nam Province and Quang Tin Province are now being supported daily by heli-
o.pbers OPCON to the Commanding Officer, I Corps idvisory Group., Senior idvisors
of Cuang Tri, Thua Thien and Quang Ngai Provinces are receiving helicopter sup-
port from Provisional Corps Vietnam and the ‘merical Division on a daily basis,
‘This arrangement for helicopter support of Province Senior idvisors was approved
oy the Commanding General, III MAF and has resulted in a marked increase of heli-
copter flying time available to Province Senior idvisors.

(c) LAE, FMAW: The LAE, FMiW was actively engaged in the planning and exe-
cution of the following significant activitics. .

1 4 UH-1 pilot exchange program between FMAW and 1st 4CD (1/9th CAV) was ef-
fected during the period 1 May - 10 June 68, The purpose of this program was to
evaluate operating procedures of the 1/9th CAV for possible adoption by Marine
Forces, Although Marine reports were critical on sore arcas of operational pro-
cedures, they recommonded that the exchange program be continued.

2 Operation Duckblind which was in the planning stage for two months became

—

cperational on 15 July 68. The wrmy has provided two officers and one EM to give
- teochnical assistance, equipment support and crew training to the Marine personnel
iavolved in the operation.

3 Operation Thor: !/rmy aircraft were used to support this operation as re-
quired visual reconnaissance aircraft requirements were beyond the capabilities
o Marine assets, ~

L The LAE is presently involved in a study to determine the visual reconnais-
sance/observation requirements for the 1st & 3rd Msrine Divisions.

2 Conducted briefings for Marine Staff Persomnel on the intelligence gathering
capzbilitles of the OV-1 and the capabilities of the OH-6 observation helicopter.

+3) Training: None

i. (U) Iogisiics: None
j. (U) Information: None
k. (U) Surgeon: None

1, (U) Signal: None

m. (U) Aviation Safety:

CONFIDENTIAL
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AVGM-SC ‘
SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquarters, 16th CiG for period ending 31 July
68, RCS, CSFOR ~ 65 (RI)} (U)

(1) Aviation Safety: The group flow 66,282 hours during the quarter, with an
~ecident rate of 24413 per 10C,000 flying hours. There were sixteen (16) major
mwwidents: ten UH~1s, four O-1s, one OH-6 and one CH-47. Eight were pilot- inducec
seven were material failures and onc was supervisory error.

(2) Total accident experience is as follows:

Ma jor acciéents 12 I3 16
Minor accidents 0 0 0
Incidents 13 L 17
Forced landings 8 1 9
Prechubionary landings 13 7 20

2. (U) Section II LESSONS LE:LRNED: COMMiNDERS OBSERVﬁTIONS, EVALULTIONS AND
RSO MEND/TIONS ¢

a. (U) Personnel: None

b. (C) Operations:

(1) Night target tactical air support.

(a) Observation: WNight tactical air support is difficult to obtain.

(b) Evaluation: It is extremely difficult to get responsive night Tactical
idr %o strike targets developed by irmy SLAR/Infrared Systems in mountainous ter—
rain, The present USAF/US./USMC team concept only works for targets located on
the ¢nastal plains and for most daylight targets. It does not provide the respon-
sivenecss and reliability on night missions as that of crganic assets. :

(¢} Recommendation: EIvaluate present system for possible renovation to mect
the requirement to provide support against night targets developed by night sur—
veillance moans. ‘ :

(2) Aviation assets

(a) Observation: The drain on aviation assets is undermining the mounted war-
fare capability of III MiF and the ICTZ.

COMFIDENT/AL. |,
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SUBJECT: Operational Neport of Headquarters, 16th C.iG for period ending 31 July ‘
68, RCS, CSFOR - 65 (RI) (U) i

(b) Evaluation: Bascd on a recent USARV study, there is a requirement for
£ additional AHC in the ICTZ. These iviation Units are needed to support Frov
<28 Vietnam, two ARVN divisions, CORDS and the Special Forces. In addition, one
Aried Holicopter Company is needed to support the many US and ARVN operations
which frequently extend beyond arty range of firec bases, :

(¢} Recormendations:

1 To reduce the deficit of utility helicopters within the ICTZ, an additional
four 4HC should be assigned to the 16th Combat Aviation Group to provide general
support to PCV units, two ARVN divisions, CORDS and the Special Forces.

2 Further recommend that one armed helicopter company be assigned to the 16th
Corbat iviation Group for general support of tactical operations within I Corps.

ce (U) Intelligence: None
4. (U) Logistics: None

e, F(U) Organizational: None
£. (U) Other

(1) Surgeon

(a) Ballistic Helmets

1 Observation: The greatest problem with the ballistic helmet seems to be in
sizing which does not correspond with that of the iFH-5. Few can wear the mediume
sized ballistic helmet and find it comfortable. This problem has resulted in a
near depletion of the stock of large ballistic helmets and an abundance of medium
and small sizes. :

- Evaluation: The role of the ballistic holmet in the prevention of head
injury seems to have been fairly well established since its introduction into Viet-
man, It has been found, however, that many crew members do not wear this helmet,
creferring the older APH-5, The most common reason given for not wearing the bal-
Listic helmet is discomfort. It has been learned that the helmet can be modified
for better £fit and better wearability with no decrease in protecticn. By cutting
out a semicircle in the polystyreme liner so the earphone can recess more com~
pletely, and removing a coil or two of the earphone springs, a more confortable fit
is possible. It alsoc helps to tie the earphones fully out and to use the older
sizing pads. . block of wood may be placed between the carguards when the helmet
is stored to effect a slight increase in lateral size.

CCNEIDENTIHL
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SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquarters, 16th CLG for period onding 31 July
68, RCS, CSFOR ~ 65 (RI) (U)

2 Recommendations:

2 Reasearch be conducted on the ballistic helmet to afford overall wearability
b Individual modifications be nﬁde on helmets which may improve the fit. |
(b) Field Sanitation Teams

1 Observations: The role of the field sanitation teams in environmental
health is an established fact in those remote areas outside fixed installations
vhere F.&E or Public Works does not function, '

2 Evaluation: In the fixed base operations where Pi&E or Public Works is
responsible for environmental health, the field sanitation teams appointed UP
USARV Reg. 40-19 supplement the major dutics of thesc contractual agencies, On
cccasion, as recently, FPAGE loses certain of these contractual responsibilities
and the field sanitation teams becoms immediately of instrumental importance in the
areas of rodent control, inssct control and field sanitation. The 16 hour in-
struction period set up by the surgeons section under the USARV Hego 40~19 then
becomes an invaluable asset in maintaining the hoalth of the command.

3 Recommendations:

2 That UF USARV Reg. 40-19 the Field Sanitation Teams continue to be ap-
pointed and properly instructed in ficld and environmental health.

b Thet surgeons make full use of these toams as .an invaluable aid, sup-

plemental or primary, in maintaining the health of the command.
3. (U) SECTION III HEADQUARTERS, DEF;RTMENT OF THE .RMY SUVEY IHFORMxTION. NONE

Willian. Ol il

2 Incl WILLIAM C TYREE

1 15th CAiG Sta List . COLONEL, CE

2 16th CAG Operational Results Commanding Officer
DISTRIBUTION:

CINCUS.RF.C, ATIN: GPOP=-DT 2 cys

CG USARV, ATTN: AVHGC-DST 3 cys

CG ist ivn Bde, ATTN: 93 2 cys

CG 1st isvn Bde, ATIN: AVBA-MH 3 cys
F{LE 15 cys
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| CTeoNTIBIETIAL |
AVBA-C (10 Aug 68) 1st Tnd - :

SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquarters, 16th Combat Aviation Group
for Period Ending 31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

DA, HEADQUARTERS, 1ST AVIATION BRIGADE, APO 96384 SEP 5 |ggg

rd

THRU ¢ COnnnagd:Ing General, United States Army Vietnam, ATT: AVHGCDST,
APO 96375 - )
Camender in Chief, United States Army Pacific, ATTN: GPOP.OT,
APO 96558

TO:  Asslstant Chi8f of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
AW’ WaShj.ngtm, D.C. 20310

Pl

1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed this report, considers it to
be adequate, and concurs with the contents, .

2. (C) The following additimal comments are considered pertinents

2., Paragraph 1b, page 1. The 16th Combat Aviation Group!s mission
is incorrectly stated. Correct mission as stated in the Brigade LOT is
to provide aviation support, as directed, to US, ARVN, and other Free
World Military Assistance Forces for the conduct of combat and logistical
counterinsurgency operatiamms,

b, Paragraph 2b(2), page 6, This headquarters is unable to
evaluate the requirement for additional AMC in the I CTZ. Assignment
priorities for AHC are determined by MACV based on recommendations mede
by major tactical headquarters,

ce Paragraph 2£(1)(a), page 7. Research on the anti-fragmentation
helmet has been and is being conducted bv the appropriate Depariment of
the Army agency, Recommended individual modification to the ballistic
helmet -is contained in DA MWD 10-8415-202-30/L which has been PO~

duced in the October 1967 Supply and Maintenance letter of the lst
Aviation Brigade,

FOR THE COMMANIER:

icIncl ) JOHN D. MIXSEI1. IR,

CPT, AGO
Assistanl Adjuiant General

Downgraded at 3 vear intervals;

' CGNE?EEEN,J‘ ,Z\‘EA_L Unclassified afre\; 12 yrars,

- DOD Dir 5200.10
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ST.TION LIST
16th COMBAT AVLITION GROUF

Chu Iai:
14th CLB AP0 96325
21st RiC (212th CSiB) AP0 96371
71st LHC APO 96325
132nd 4SHC ) APO 96325
176th AHC 4PO 96325
178th ..SHC . AFQ 96325
~r
DaNang: A
16th CAG &FPO 96337
212th CBAB APO 96337
2L5th SiC AFO 96337
282nd AHC APO 96337
- Due The: ,
174th LHC APO 96217
Hue Thu Bai
131st SAG (212th CSAB) " AP0 Y6308
220th RAC (212th CS.4B) : AFO 96308
Corps Prov .ivn Co (212th CS.B) APO 96308

Incl 1
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AVESU-OP (8 Sep 68)
SUBJECT: Analysis and Eveluation of Operational Reports ~ Lessons Learned
for 16th Combat Aviation Group (U)

TO ACofS, G3 FROM Surgeon DATE 10 Sep 68 CMT 2
ATTN: AVHGC-DST I1C Territo/mim/4419

Reference item concerning the use and training of Field Senitation Teeams, UP USARY
Beg 40-19, pege 8, paregraph 2£(1)(b). Concur. There is no plan to discontinue this
already established and effective program. '

FOR THE SURGEON:

¢
2 Inel /%f/

ne Colonsl, MSC
Executive Officer

- et - SER e e s e g
NC AT I T T AR Y U
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N E e 1Nt g
S USRATED FARCM CLASSIFIED INCLU: e
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AHAY-IDT (8 Sep 68)
SUBJLCT: dnalysis and Evaluation of Operational
for 16th Combat Aviation Group (1)

S-1l Sep GF
deports - Lessons Learned

0 ACofs, G3 FROli  Aviation Officer DATE 13 SEP 1968 (p o
HAT Scoggins/rom/1B L322
1. (U) Attached OiLL, 16th Combat

Avigtion Group, for the quarter
“ul 68, has been reviewed TAV Cmt 1.

Ly period ending 31
2. (L) leference item concerning aviation assets, page G, paragraph 2b (2). N
additional assault helicopter companics are available now or forecast to he available

in the near future. Hecormend MALY review this recomaendation versus present require-
“lents throughout RV,

3. (C) Reference item concerning ballistic helmets, page 7, Paragraph 2f (1) (a).
Concur. Hesearch has been and ig being conducted on the overall wearability of the
ballistic helmet. Modification ki

t5 designed to correct deficiencies in helmets
currently in RVN have been issued to using units.

il Lo

ZRB D. PRATHER

w gRIGRC1, Infantrey
Yﬂ': @ Aviation Officer
ot
CAVIFHORA JAKCITAN 3NT
i quotd bicaaR

*

L ‘ GROUP 4 __
o DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTCRVALS
2 DFFLASSIFIED AFTER (2 YFARS DOy DIR 5200.10
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