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Jamuary 1966, began the movement of the 173rd Assault helicopter Com-
pany. Personnel teking leave over the Christman Holidays werc required to
sign in on or before 26 Jemuary 1966, 3 days prior to the units final PCR
check. - Dae to the unavailability of cquipment the units readinest date was
delayed until 15 February 1966. Final POR checks were 100% complete prior
to that date. : . U
) The company was deployed overseas in four phases which included a mini-

mim essential equipment element, main body, advrnced party, and an aircrafd

movenent element. )

The minimum cssentinl equipment clement was transported by truck to
Savameh, Georgiz, Here it was loaded on the barge Harvard Victory, and do-
parted 6 Februxry with 1 officer and 2 enlisted men arriving in Vung Tau,
Vietnam on 18 Morch 1966. ' :

The hoin body element consisting of hly officers snd 151 enlisted men
departed Columbus, Goorgia, 15 Fobruary 1966, aboard = DG-4 aircraft. Upon
arrival ot Ockland, Coliformis, 16 February 1966, they boarded the USKS
Teolson M. Walker. The Wolker sailed on the 16th of Februery arriving in
Vung Tou, Vietnam 10 Morch 1966. From Vung Tou the 173rd wes flown by Alr
Force 0-130'¢ to its new home, Lai Khe, lator to become known as "Sherwood
Porest .M ’

‘The advanccd party, composced of 7 officers, deparied Trovis Alr Force
Base, California, by C-1l1, on 2k February 1966 and srrived ab Ton Son Ibhub
Airport in Saigon on 26 February 1966. From here they were flco . to the
11th Aviation Battalion Headguorters at Phu Lol wherc thoy received an in-
country orientotion and traiming. After training with the 128th lssonlt
Helicopter Company, the porty joined the unit &t Lei Xhe.

On the 26th of Fobrunry 1966, the circraft carrier Britton deperted

Oakland, Oalifprnia with the unit aireraft movement slement - L officers
2 bR E

20 enlizted men, and 24 UH-18 and & model helicopters eon borrd. The Britton
docked 2t Vung Tou on 18 March 1966 and the aijrcraflt w..e flown off the car-
rier., Alber complotion of modifications, the Hueys rerc flown by the com-
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pony pilots bto Lai khe, with the Inst cireraft arriving 25 Morch 1966.

" From the period 18 iiarch To 31 March 1993, the urit, not yot buing
operatbional, flew missions with other componics ond nesisted tho 11th .viation
Babtolion with administretive flighte. ‘

The Rabin Hoods, as the 173rd is known, contlimed throu-hout the month
of April in a non-operntionnl status. Hewever, the unit was croumitted heav-
ily in Operation Birmingham beginning 29 April 1966. ‘fen Rebin Hoeds end
four Crossbows, 173rd gun ships, went into T-y Hihn Province to support the
11th Aviation Battalion.s th Batt-licn cssisting in spare parts, the com-
pany contimed this support until 10 ¥ay 1966, when the compeny was in fact
declarcd operational. This date wns later cceepted as Unit Day for the 173rd
by the Chief of Military History in Weshington, D. C..

. ‘The month of Moy cctuslly begine the Robin Heoods tradition. 13 Moy saw
the start of Operation Alemo. Thc 173rd supported Det-B 33 Sth Specinl Iorces
Group (Airborne), 1lst Special Forces, and airlifted ~ total of 3,196 trocps
into V¢ controlled lending zones over o few doy peried. They made resupply
runs, and evacuated seriomsly wounded CIDG znd USSH troops from remobe hestile
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areas, often under fire.

On 17 Mgz 1966, sewven Rebin Hoods warking cut of Loc Ninh, set a record
by hauling 8L9 trcops in ome day. The rccords. show thet during the week of
May 10 to 17 the unit flew a toiel of 1,457 sorties, hauled 3,918 passengers,
22 tons of cargo and logged 502.4 cumbat assoult hours. .

On 27 Moy 1966, a Viet Cong supply cache was located only ten miles west
of the 173rd base comp. Two days later, with the airlifting of the 1st/16th
Inf. on the objective., Thus Operation Skybolt I was a complete success, cop-
turing 16 tons of peamits, 1% tons of silt, 2% tons of flour, 1000 uniforms
and mmerous other foodstuffs, utensiles, gorments, =and building materials.

The Commonding Genernl of the IIField Ferce Vietnam has noted the ne-
complishments of the 173rd while in support of the 1L45th Aviation Battalion,
25th (US) Infantry Division on 3 Junc 1966. Under the leodership of Hajor
Clen M. Bbaugh, the unit reacted with such "decisivenuss nnd professicnal-~
ism", that the oporntiun was 1 complete success.,

Operation L1 Paso II started on 2 June 1966 and lasted throvghout the
month. While opernting in the arca of Toc ¥inh, Quan 7ni, An Loc, Song Be,.
and Mfinh Thank, the comprny cumpiled tremendous siatistics of accomplishe
ments. A bobol of L4,782 sorties, 8,529 pnssengers, LU tens cf corge,

62 nmedevacs ~nd 635.5 combat assoult hours and 1657 hours flown during the
cperation, ' )

Even though the month of June wos f£illed wit: the rigors of war, the
Robin Hoods found time tu lounch on educstionnl program in the Victnomese
villrge of Lai Ehe, SP/L suzenne, the clessroom instructor, tought English,
Trench, Arithmetic, and simple mathemotics. '

The Robin ivads spent the first wesk of July ROH ot Loe Hnh ~nd Cuan
Loi in support of Operation EiL Pnso I7. .

On 8 culy the unit was dismatched ‘o Cuon Lei b about 2030 hours, where
they remnined the rest of the night., The following cay they uoved about
5 miles south and stood by with the 2/28th Infantry, pised to strike and
seal off n countor ambush -lrecady in :progress. .s they woited, the watched
“Gan A Go Go' (crmed CH-UT) meking gun runs ol.onp with a messive airstrike
cboub 3 miles soubth of their location and listoned to 90 1HM's of tanks ond
50 enlibers on APC's of the 1/4 fav terring the 272nd Yiet Cong Regiment |
apert. The Robin Honds stood by with their lozds of "grunts" 4o sink the
hooks. .after nir ond crtillery pgreporotions, they tock-off and droppod
their loads in to oweep the VO positions.

This furnsd sut to be o of the nost successful battles frught by the
st Division in Victnom., By body count, 238 Viet Cong mwere killed plus the
copturing of numerous crew served wenpons ond sever-l helicepter leods of
of individual woapons and anbi~tonk rockets. Unfortumntsly, soveral dmerican
soldicers lost theoir lives in additi-n to the loss of 5 iP3's and 2 L8 tanks.
Howewer, n11 things consicdercd, it was o major victory for lst Division and
the 173rd Assault Helicopter Company agnin showed ite stature nnd wrofuession-
alism by vplaying » key role in smashing the crack 272nd Regimont.
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From the 11th to the 15th of July the unit supportud 3rd 3de, st Div
with resupply and rocon missizns. .On the 15th and 16th the Bde moved back
to base camp at Lai Khe to rocoup from LS days in the ficld. Of course they
were lifted by Robin Hoods - who elsell

20 July fzund the Robin Hoods on standdy abt Cu Chi. Howevery they ¢id
not standby long, as thoy were called upon to 1ift American dead from an ares
to the northwost of Cu Chi. The evening before, the WIittle Bears™ had
lifted 2 company of the 25th Division into the arsa for recon purposes. s

" the flight tock-off, "Chrrlie" hit from 211 sides inflicting heavy crsual-

jtics. dhen the truops wore exbracted, it wos reported that several fdead
were in the arez. 18 hours later the Crossbsws locetc? another KIA in the
lan’ing zone. The KIa's were 1ified o the Dust-off pad at Cu Chi.

The gunships hed their shore of excitement that day too. hile making
firing runs owr the VC location, they.spotted concrcte bunkers, propared
trench systems and enemy troops shooting at them. Both ships tock soweral
hits. However, the Robin Houds! luck held and they cll returned to Sherwood
Forest with some grizzly memories, but safe.

23 July found the Rcbin Houds lifting an RVY battalion intc the smth-
eastern edge of the VG infested Iron Trisngle to roid a base camp. The slicks

4ifn't draw ruch fire, but the Crossbows did, and they brought the rath of

Robin Hoed on "Charlie" by killing h.

The 173rd Ass~ult Helicopter Company spent the remainder of July working
various missions of resupply and support of the IIT Corp Jrea. )

During the first few days of .ugust, the Robin Honds receivéd many red
scarves, which were given to cach erew momber to protect his neck from the
herness and flak vest. The iden w.s coneeived by lMajor Former, the Cross-
bow platoon leader, and the scarves were madé and domnted by Girl Scout
Cadetts Troop 537. The scarves quickly became part of the Robin Hood reg-
ular uniform.

13 jugust begen like a normal day, with the units nly mission in

Nadministrative 119t of ons bottelion from Phu Lol to “houc Vioh. dhile

enroute, word Was received that o Viet Cong company nod been located aboub
16 miles west of ‘hum Loi, on the Saigon River. The mission was immeciately
chanred and wne battalion from m Loi and twe from Lai Khe were lifted into
the zrea, As the final 1ift came into the L2, they roceived fire on short
final. &t this timc, it was noticed that no artillsry or airstrikes hed
been put in the hot area. : :

In an ottomob to cxpidite the ~per-tion, th. Cuwmand an® Contral Ship
25 1 i E

:fl.cwn by Mejor “almertree and LT Hart with tho 1/16 batitnlion stnaff aboord

made a high speed morking run over the Viet Cong positions it mark thoem

for an airstrikc. On this run S2/L Charles Ylumb receives o VO bullet
through his right log. Howower, the mark was good and the airstrike mt in
making it safe for the slicks to land their troeps. S2/L Plumb was token to
the hospitel where X-rays indicat .d that he wwld recover in finc shapc.

.
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The next day (Ll .ugust) after only light conb.ct was made, the R-bin
Hoods began extrocting the infantry back £~ Lai Zhe. On the next to last
1ift, the Vict Cong bugen mortoring the P2 ond <pened up with small 2rms
fire. Second ships t.:k hits from scrannl and bulluts ns woll as ¥ajor
Fbaugh and 2FC Cihrtez being slightly woundel. As a rusulb of tnis fiasco,
Major Sbaugh recommeniec that o sccurity force of nob more thon 10 heli~-
copters load the lost 1ift ~ut of the 224 in an offurt bo nrevont such n
calamity. This sractic. has sincc boen afepted by the grount commenriors of
the 3rd Brizndc. S

15 fugust was anctiur routine day with a shert edple flight to the north-
cast of Iei Khe. The slicks cncountercd light endper fire and killed: three
Vict Cong. It must hove mace MCharlic® mad bucouse at 2300 thet might he
began a mortar attack »n Iai Xhe that lastod until 0428 ant a total of 129
rounds, A lirh% fire tcoam onli one slick ha? boen scrembled in an stbompt To
locate and dustroy the morter positions. 4S8 fucl ron 1ow ant! the we ther
turned bnd, the ships oo nn tu roturn. 211 were l-onded an? shutting -lown,
vhen Crossbow 121 flown by CfT Bayer cnlled in.on short f£inzl. The noxt
anyone knew 421 wos unside-’own in 2 crumbls. hsoo that was onee a UH-1D
helicopter. A1l crow membors surviicd wita broken legs being the most
serims injury. How? No onc knows. :

Lfter an uxtremely leng micht, the Robin Hools Beoi-off at 0550 for
sevaral combat assaults arcund the surar mill southw =8t of Cu Chi. In the
middle part of the aft.ranson, CPT Roos ond J6 Howe off-londed soms supnlics
at the su.2r mill, As they cams to . high hover to rvold »o sole stonding
armund, the short-shoft failes wnd the shi, fell. The crew walked awdy
with WO Howe missing 3 -front t.eth, as the ship suffsred major structural
¢amage. The day hed oven o long har . ono for the Robin Hoods. . It was nct
ovor yet. Thoy had onc short troop 1ift to make bofure £oing home. Ones
agein on thu final 1Lift wutb of the PZ, “Charlic" opened up with small crYms
cnd mortars. Ssveral shios took hits but no cne wos injured aml they all
returnse 4o Shorweod Forcst. The uwit spont the next few ays on 3rd Gorps

- stend-by, which gave it a much nscdsd reste

. The ecdlm wes mice, out it 2idn't l-st long. On the 25th of -ugust, the
1st Briga’e ron into the Phu Lol Battaliun, reinforezd by & hewvy weapons
company. The 173rd wes callel upon to 1Eft troops ~nd supplies into block-
ing positions arounl the trapsed VYC unit. It was a teugh vattle, with the
VG shooting cown an Air Forcs holicopter witn ricoilees rifle fire. However,
+ho Robin Hoods ceme thr.ugh apain with no hits and no injuries.

The mission on 30 ‘ugust was teo support the 25th Infantry Divisicn out
of Tay Nirh. .11 1ifts had gone woll and the dny woo almost over when our
Battalion Commander, LTC Starker, askel to fly on ono of our ships. He and
1T Conncrs flew bogether and picke’-up a load of troods.’ On the first 1ift
into the LZ spiper fire was cncounterccd. On shord final, two roumis severess
one of the control links o the blade »f LIC Storker's and LT Conner's ship.
They lost all control and the ship £.11 int> the LZ. The punmer ond one

infantryman wore pinnecd bencoth the ~ireraft and the inf=ntryman Jomed

in the extrcmely wet rice pn’dy bofors the aircraft could be lifted. ind
so ended jurust. This had been a perticularly tryine an’ 1long month but the
Robin Hoods 21l masc it anéd started Septembur in gosd spirits. ‘
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From the 10th through the remsinder of the cperation, the Rohin Hoods
were involved in the resupply of the units in the ficld and lod every com-
bat assault that took place. Ls a rosult of their cutstending lvedership
and superior p.rformance, the R:bin Hiods were cited by General De Duy =nd
Gencral Hollingsworti. Ceneranl Hollinssworth vresented Major fice with the
Distinguished Flying Cross, thc Bronze Star » the sir Medal for ¥Yalor ang
Commendation Mecdal for Valor for his sunpport ~and leadorship. Gencral
Hollingsworth then directod thot all flight crews should receive ond award
their professionalism; skill, -nd hardy endurancc.

On 15 November, the last combat assault of coeration attleboro turned
out to be the hottest Janding zone thus far encmuntered. 'The Jungle clears
ing which wes the LZ had been prepared by munji stakes ten feet high ond
large enough to camage rotor blades and tail rotors. As a vesult all Tlights
had %2 land in the northern corned where the stakes were not so dentiful.

vhen departing the landing zone on the first 1ift » Major Bice was hit
in the elbow. Hajor 2im tuok the controls and flew to Toy Ninh to medicrl
a2id. Mr Cole, flying mumber 2 in the lcad flirht, took charge and Jed the
four shi flight through the renmaining three lifts. Five shijs werc hit
during the 1ift, throe gaing down in the landine zeno. Aowever, none wero
Itobin Howds. Major Wice was ovacunted 4o the Stotes where he was ro awrtud
to be in good condition,

Two days l:ter the Kobin Ho-xds extractes :'rkness and bugtn the extract-
ion of the remaining units bringing speration ttlebsre to a clese. The 173rd
4ssault Helicopter Company had st forth a iLobin Hood effort piling up on un-
precodented 3629 hours flewn. 4 tremendous requircment had besn Wt woon
the maintenance porsonncl who maintaired en mbstending 833 aircraft avail-
ability. /Also fer their Part in operation Attloboro the Rebin Hoods were
awarded a total of 153 awnrds,-

After attleboro the unit was Jubt on lighter duty for abmut ten dnyo to
give the pilots a rest and give maintenance a chones to eateh up on the
aircraft.

Thenksgiving was an oceasion at Shorwsod Forest. The mess jersonmel
prepared a tremendous turkey dinner with all the trimmings. ‘Evoryene came
to the mess hall with camera in hand to rocord the cwent,

On 28 Novembor, Robin Hood 1ifted Darknoss frem Di in to the Wing Sat
zone - a tideland mersh aros s.uth of Saigcn and lun time haven for two Lo
Viet Cony battelions. The unit cperated ut of Vuny Tau whors Sarknoss i
" had their st rins arca, The #cbin Heods wore troated woll by the infantry e
and in turn 4ic¢ sncther pood Jeb in sup orting them in the fung Set zomc.

The Robin Hoods roturncd to Lei Kho m the 12th of Docomber whore the
rost of the month was soent primerily on missitns for 3r. Corps Heacquarters)
Christman and No. Yoors came ant Masecd while overysone 1oy oo oo with ~
their wives and familios., 4s the ~1l3 yuar wes ushuresd cut the nobin He Fel]
looked back on a succassful year an’ a jeb well cope,




