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HIGHLIGHTS (F BLACKHAWK COMBAT QPRRATIONS - RRPUBLIC COF VIETNAM

In the day to day combat operations of an Assault Eelfoopter Company,
certain events stand out above all others. Thess happenings relate to ws
the extraordinsry schievements, the csourage, the humor and the tragedys
that ocome from the men of an Asssult Beliocopter Oompanys together thay
present us with a ploture of the wunit's charscter and apirit. The
Blackhawks have a story %0 tell) a story about the making of the finest
Asseult Heliocopter Company in Vietnam.

On 31 March 1967 the Blackhawks returned to their Tay Ninh Roost
after two weeks of training with the 1lth and 145th Combat Aviation
Battaliona. On 1 April 1967, with from 50 to 60 howrs experience undex
their belts, the Blookhavks began {flying as Afroraft Commanders mnd
Pilots in their owvn ships foxr the wery firat time. That waan't so easy;
it took & 1ot of cools to assume command of that ship with only 50 hours
exparience and that not being in the left ssat. Artillery wasn't so
easy to translate yet, the taotical approeches were ¥till uncoordinsted
sbortions, emergoncy procedures were greased on ths vindshields, all
those maps wore unmensgeable, and Charlie vas down there Just waiting)

The Blackhawks learnsd fast. With five slicks and a light fire team
(LF?) undex the operational oontrol of the Barnets (116th Aslt Eel Co),
the Blackhawk orews performed on eombat assaults and on every kind of
sk and trsah miseion oomoeivedlse.

3 dprdl 1967

The first tragedy to bLeset the Blackhswks happsned on this day. In
the traditionsdl Blackhawk effort to give of themaelwes 120K, Warvent
Officer Carbest and Thoxnburg, erew ¢hief BP4 Rodge, and doox gunner
F¥C Matthews, volunteared %0 carry a load of radio equipment to the top
of Song Be Mountain. They arashed on top of that mowmtain. The cuuss «
- inexperience, %00 much of a load, and moderate turdulence on top of a
3500' mowntain., Wexrant Officer Coxrbett suatained s Wroken noss) Warrant
Officer Thornbhwrg sustained a ouvmpound frawcture of the arm and a damaged
nerve. They were both evacuated to Jopan. Warrant Officex Thorninmrg vas
further evacuated to the States.  S5P4 Holge broke a bons in his foot amd
PIC Matthews sustained some deep outs; they are both h&uk on duty as
Bluckhawkse The eiroxaft was totaled,

6 Apxril 1967

The Blackhawks were programed to provide only five slicks and two guns
until 20 April, but they were fast fmproving snd requests for their myppert
wers groving. On this day they comuitted )0 and 4. This wns the dbeglmning
of a trend that would prove the Plackhawks maintensnoe team to 'bo the -
finest in keeping the "mostest wp the longest”.
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8 April 1967

The Rat Puck gete its first sampan! While sast firing their vespons
wveet of Tey Ninh, Csptain Kunde, Major Bousan, Captain Derceler, and
Varrant Off{oer Stellecker discovered s VC sampsn. Alasl A moving
taxget! The fun 4idn't last long; the two gun ships dlaintegrated
the saspan after only two passes.

10 4pri) 1967

The Blackhawks go fully operstional. Flying in support of the 24 Bde,
25th Inf Biv at Duc Hoa and the 36th RVN Ranger Bu at Tay Ninh, the
Blackhavks ocamitted 12 and 4, earried 624 txroops, 60 tons, flev 148
hours on %522 sarties.

12 April 1967

The Blackhavks take their first hits. Werrent Officer Gonde and Warrsnt
Offtoer Teyloar %ake )4 hits on the way out of the Frenah Furd PZ., YThese
two Blackhavks will g¢ on to eateblish themselves ms the biggest

"upgnet asees” in the ocompay.
13 April 1967

212 Jeckson and WO Smith, flying s UB-10, were making their secomd
firing pass on s suspected YO headquarters when thay were hit with
intense sutomatioc weapons fire. One round hit anéd exploded a 2.T5"
rocket as it was leuving the pods The explosicn nearly seversd

FFC Howell's erm. 65FP4 Jumes ¥. Mester, the erev chief, fmmedistely
went $o his guner's aid. The vownd vas so dovastating and bleeding
80 profusely, that 8P4 Hester literally thrust his hand intc Eowall's
ohest cavity to pinch the mrtery off. His eourageous sotiom saved
PIC Howsll's 1ife. The explesion also knooked the hydraulios oué

and severely damaged the ocntrel limkage. The engine temperature rose
%0 shove tho red line. LY Jackscn and WO Bnith should have landed

the airoraft imedistely before the hydraulics completely froze ox
before the engine blew up, Rather than risk the loss of Nowell's

life both pilots elected to fly the orippled ship back to Dau Tieng.
There they made e perfect, no hydraulics running landing em their
very first txy, PIC Howell's sxm was saved end he vas svacuated %o
the Btates. The Dootor's statemsnt attested o0 the soundness of the
pliotat dscision %o fly to Deu Tienge 1 they hadn' ¢ FFC Howell

moet 1likely would have bled to death., 5P4 Hester vas recoxmendod

for the Bilver Btar. 17 Jaskson and WO Smith were reccmnended for the

Distinguished ¥lying Cross.
U Aprid 1967

The first of many oounter mortar standbys for the Rat Puck degan
tonighte S0 fur they haven'd been needed at Tay Minke
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15 Aprdil 1967

At 2030 houwrs Mejor William F. Bewman received an emaxgenay request
for s Blackhawk Command and Oontxol ship to aid in the defense of
Prek Klok Special Foroes Oanp which ves wider s heavy martar snd
ground attack. Mojor Buuman, Verrant Officer MoGrady, Sergeant
Stoeve end 8P4 Dolan volumteered their sexvices to arew the ship.
Thess Blackhavks flev through IFR veather oonditions fox several
hours as they sssisted the Prek Klok Commender, huring this time
m;mamuiummnﬁpammwmmm
vounded back t¢ Tay Nimhs They also assisted a LIT in finding their
moutormuathuwmwtqlmh. Jor their ocowrageous
soticns and devotion te duty the pil

the IVC and the qrev for the Adx Madal vith ¥ Deviee.

18 Aprdi) 1967

A bYig day for the Blackhewks. Tour gn ships snd five slicks
Mpwmmmmmdﬂivmtvmmohu
expeoted only of people with six %0 eight months eosbat experience.
A Civilian Ixregular Defense Group wus enbushed pear the Cemhodism
order. Thay vers about $o be overrun when Ceptain Kunde's and
Captain Veaver's fire teoms oume to the rescus. Gnos again
Pluckhavks flev dhrough thunderstorus where visidilitsy vas less tham
s quacter of a mile. fhe guns even lifted scae Bpecial Foroes
advisors into the belesgured L. Captain Clarke then led five sliaks
ormmmmmummmanwhmmm
mdornmtoplckupﬂmmddmdmpermlo Onoce again the
llmmmwtuufhtMo!m‘naMﬂv/W"l.

20 April 1967
MIWmMMMt!mlnwWhm- Prek

naumummmmmm-umum.
night resupply. The mission went wvithou$ a hitoke

21 Aprid 1967

The Blsckhawks receive their first REY mission for II Field Yoreces.
They weren'$ cocumitted « & day of much needed resi!

23 April 1967
Plack Baron executes its first Battalion 14fs. The Hoxnets lead,
followed hy the Blackhavks, while ths Top Tigers bring up the tall.
Thirty-six 1ift ships carry the lst and £d Bde of the 25th and the
1/34 Ranger Bne The Blackhavks ocmaitted 15 and 3.

24 Aprid 1967

Thres slicks snd one heavy firs team partioipate in the 3lasokhavks
girst Bagle flight for the lst of the 9th Infantxy.
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25 April 1967

The Blackhawke are traveling far these days - The 9th Royal
Australion Regimant at Yung Tau., The Rat Fack teaches the Yung
Tau ¥C that it doesn't pay %0 shoot at belicopters with a big
Vhite rat painted on the front. When they did the Rat Pack
retaliated Yy destraying 18 struwtures, 1 mortar position,

1 storage arss, and 10 saempans.

27 Aprz4l 19%T -

Another bump on & rough road $o stardom. Warrent Officers Henry
and Veade catch a tail rotor as they are goiag into s tight LZ.
The airoraft (s totaled and the crev sustains some Wruises, Wt
they are soen back ia mction.

30 Apxril 1967

The Blackhawks finish April by occumitting 16 and 4 in support of
the 9th at My Tho. They fly 456 sorties in 182 hours snd oarry
893 passengers., 2822 hours for the Blackhawks for their first
month!

.-,
o
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5 Nay 1967

A tactiosl emergency was relayed to Blaskhask Operations
requesting a medivoc and & light fire tean vhem & Special Foroes
Comp at XT 165554 was owverrun by ths VC. Eleven casuslties were
svscuated 40 the 45th Suxgical EHospital at Tay Nimh,

6 May 1967

mission for the 25th Dive 4t 1500 hours the ship 4ook & hit and
was forced to make a precautionsry landing to check for damege.

At 1600 the saps Blackhawk was again hit Ty enemy fire, however,
he eontinued to fiy his misaion until 1620 hours when another hit
farced him %0 make a precautionary landing. He again returned to
the air to oasplete his miesion without further incident.

8 May 1967

Varrant Officers Seale and Mezde were taking off from Tuoy Einh
POL on a south departure, cloeed right traffie to the Roost,
vhen either their engine failed or a short shaft failed,
vere at about 40' in the alr with less than 35 knota. Befare they

" ware aware of the problem they had lost most ef their RPH. They

fell to the ground and totaled the o ¢« WO Seale is fiying
again, WO Meade has Deen evscuated to the States.

12 May 1967

WO Tannex Bad an engine fail while at a high howr in POC. He
412 o good Job of setting 4t dowm even though the skids 4id a split.
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2) May 1967

The Blackhawiks had their first, and probably last, maintensnos
atand down.

24 Yay 1967
The Blackhswks ccmmitted 15 snd 4 and flew 200 hours,

27 Moy 1967 ,

A% appraximately 1330 hours the Blackhawks were rallied for s
taotical emsxgency. All Blackhawks lefti vhatever resupply missiom
they had been cn and headed for Bao Trel. In twenty minutes
10 ships were sitting on the strip waiting to be daplqred.

30 May 1967

At dusk the Ra% Puck discovered three gun & rocket positions
<' hy 8' just off the Tyy Ninh perimster. They were destroyed,

The Blaokheuke flev 3479 hours in May while the Ecxnets flev
535 bours. .

9 Juns 1967

The 188tk pleaced five UH~1H helisopters wnder Rlseckhawk omtyel
for training purposes. The Blackhawks and % Rlackwidows swpparted
the 1'%, 24 Bde of the 25%h Div, neax the hoareeakoe at Dus Roe, Six
Blackhavks ressived 50 oalidex hits; two ware evasuated and the rest
cantinued to fly. OCaptain Presson was vounded in the axm, howswer,
bes oourageously continued $o lead the flight until the misnion was
scccaplished. He recaived the MO, Jourteen VO KIA's waae eonfivmed
sl 10 woxe wars possible's. ‘

17 June 1967

The Blaokhawks vere on HRF status whan at 1430 they wexe called m
s Too B at lai ine. They vere reléased at 1500 houxs.

22 June 1967

A% 1900 howrs 5 slicks and 2 guna were called out on a Tac ¥ fox
mﬁﬁm‘.

2% Juns 1967

One soout dog was evacuntad for injuries from XT %25020 ¢o the
Yetorinuxy Hoepitel at Ghu Ohi,

24 June 1967
Ta0 B at lal Xhe at 1300 hours.
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Chapter IV Unit Operations

2 July 1967 - The Blackhawks were involed in a combat assault mission in
which they received intense enemy automatic weapons fire..
Warrant Officer John Lindeman and his co-pilot Warrant Officer
Paul Walker were wounded simultaneously in the legs and
the crev chief SP5 John ilackey rushed forward and removed the
pilot form his seat and flew the aircraft to the medivac
facility at Cu Chi, For his bravery and exceptionally out~
standing skill which saved the lives of everyone aboard the
aircraft, he was awarded the Distinguished Flying Crose.

5 July 1967 - While conducting eagle flights for the 25th Infantry Division
our “Rat Pack" gunships received enemy fire, They were clearesd
to return the fire and were credited with 14 Viet Cong KIA,
They also destroyed four bunkers and four sampans.

7 July 1967 - A Uh-1D helicopter flown by Major Charles E, Sauer and
Captain Thomas A, Derosier was reported missing, Crews were
scrambled immediately upon report of the missing Blackhawks,
The aircraft was found in the vicinity of Minh Thanh and '
it had crashed and burned beyond recognition. No one knows
the cause of the mysterious tragedy which took the livea of
the four crew members aboard. Major Sauer, Captain Derosier,
FFC Tatum and PFC Simon were the first members of the 187th
Assault Helicopter Company to die in the Republic of Vietnam,

12 July 1967 - The Rat Pack gunships received enemy fire while supporting
the 116th Assault Helicopter Company on & tactical emergency,
One of the gunners was wounded by the deadly assault, s

15 July 1967 -The Blackhawks responded to an emergency and evacuated
nineteen U,S. troops and one ARVN during the darkness of
night. The gunships fired 2,75 rockets at the enemy and were
credited with three Viet Cong KIA,

16 July 1967 - While on a general support mission, Major Wolfe and W01 Eckle
experienced engine failure in their aireraft, The erew performed
marvelously by landing the alrcraft safely without damage
or injuries, .

26 July 1967 - The Blackhawks noticed for the first time since arrival in
country, a new type of enemy aircraft fire (airburst) while
on a combat assault mission.
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| : ' August

1 Aug 1967 - The 187th flew combat assault missions for Second Brigade
25th Infantry Division. They csrried 946 passengers and -
performed seven medivec missions, The Rat Pack killed ope
Viet Cong in the course of the action and were credited with
two possible Viet Cong KIA. They also destroyed five huts,
five bunkers and three sampans, Four Viet Cong were wounded
by the Rat Pack and later captured by the ground troops,

4 Aug 1967 -~ What a day for the Rat Packl They were credited with 18 Viet
Cong KBA as the Blackhawks continued combat assault missions
into an area four miles southwest of Cu Chi,

o
7 Aug 1967 - The Blackhawks were called upon to support the 199th Light Lf}’}
Infantry Brigade in a combat asseult which developed into 6‘;
the fiercest battle in the history of the 187th at that time, b -
- Major William F. Bauman flew the command and contrcl aircraftne®
/ as his flight of UH=1D helicopters descended into the LZ and .
immediately encountered intense heavy automatic weapons and ']Ub
small arms fire. Four aircraft were immediately hit. More
alrcraft were requsted to arrive on the scens seven miles north
of Saigon to assist with the insertions which were to be
continued. More insertions into the area were executed and the Av
enemy's ground assault continued to lash at the Blackhawks 4t? ,
flight, Several aireraft had been shot down in the LZ. a, A
Lieutenant David Eshelman flew into the hot LZ to rescus a o
downed crew and received heavy automatic weapons fire, He » N
managed to rescue the crew but his aireraft was shot down after
devarting the LZ. The 187th used 15 helicopters in the action
and thirteen of these aircraft were hit, damaged or destroyed
85 a result of the intense enemy ground fire, The Blackhawks
slept over night in Cu Chi following the battle.

8 Aug 1967 « The Blackhawks assembled in the company area §or a spot awards
ceremony, Major General George P, Seneff, Com: anding General
of 1st Aviation Brigade awarded the Silver Star to Major William
F, Baumen, Lieutenant Charles D, Eshelman, Captain Jerry T,
Wegner, Captain Billie PPesson, and Captain Gerald B. Kunde
for demonstrations of gallantry in action in the battle of %
hug 1967, This was the largest awards ceremony ever held by
the 187th, Five Silver Stars and 23 Distinguished Flying Crosses
were awarded,

12 Aug 1967 = The 187th Finally begans combat assault missions after re=
cuperating from the aircraft shortage suffered following the
action of 7 August 1967, They flew assaults for the 1st Infantry

" Division operating from Phuoc Vinh and Quan Loi,

30 Aug 1967 -\ While conducting combat assault missions in the vicinity of
Phu Hoa Dong four miles east of Cu Chi, the Blackhawks received
intense enemy ground fire from three sides of the LZ. Eleven
aircraft were damaged by the ground fire and three Blackhavks
were wounded, Another busy day for the Awerds and Decorations
Officer, ‘
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1 Sep 1967 -

- The Blackhawks celebrated the day with Pomp and Circumstance

11 Sep 1967 -

20 Sep 1967 -

25 SGP 1967 -

28 Sep 1967 -

29 Sep 1967 -

September

This day was established as "Unit Day" for the 187th Assault
Helicopter Company, since the unit was activated at Fort Bragg,
North Caroline exactly ene year ago on the 1st of September,

followed bty stesk dinners at the club, A CBS camers team was‘t?F

on hand to film the occazion as well as to cover the Blaokhawks(/

in action while they flew combat assault missions for the 25th )
Infantry Division an the same day,

The 187th was involed in a battalion size combat assault
mlssion in the Hobo Wsods, Major Williem Bauman led the flight
of twenty helicopters into the LZ with full suppression.
Following the Battalion operation, the Blackhawks supported
the 25th ARVN Division in & combat assault training mission.
two milee east of Cu Chi,

Captain Billie Presson a. flight platosn leader of the 187th

was killed during the Jast extraction from what appsared to

be a secure PZ, He had led the Blackhawk flight through out

the day conducting Eagle Flights for the 25th-Infantry Division
in the Hobo Woods, Four ships were hit by enemy ground fire
throughout the missian but continued t4 fly, Oxphiatn Peeseen
Captain Pressen died from a bullet wound in the bead while
eitting in the P¢ as the troops leaded.

While gperating from a P2 in the Hobo Woads, a flight of five
Blackhawk aircraft led by Captain Jerry T. Wagner was subjected
to an enemy mortar attack as the troops ecrambled aboard, Tha
flight departed befors the mortar barrages were adjusted towards
the point of touchdown, and there were negative injuries or
demage, New aviators in the flight earned their Blackhawk
patches that day,

The Blackhawks participated in a six company combat assault
into an LZ ten miles southwest of Go Deu Ha, Major William
Eauman led the formation and went in for a single ship rescue
of a downed Blackhawk crew in an insecure area,

Warrant Officer Eric Msrcer establishes s Blackhawk record =
Two foreed landings in two days, He managed to land safely
without damege or injury on both occasions, -

- e, - -
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11 Oct 1967 -

October

Captain Ellis M, Balley died when his aircraft crashed inte
the water and sank with six people on board, while on
operations south of Saigon with U, 8, Navy Riverboats,
Captain Bailey was the only person unsble to get out of the
aircraft, and it settled in 30 feet of water,

16 Oct 1967 « While operating in the viecinity of Duc Hoa, the Blackhawk

18 Cet 1967 -

1 Nov 1967 -
6 Nov 1967 -

30 Nov 1967 -

light received automatic weapons fire on short final to
an LZ. They continued through the ballastic assault with
negative suppression and discharged the troops., Twe
aircraft sistained bullet damage but continued to fly.
Warrant Officer Frank Kurinec is officially designated
the "™Magnet" of the unit since his aircraft had received
ten hits in two days of combat assaults,

Warrant Officer Joseph Henry and 1Lt Jerry Adams were flying
general support missions for the 25th Infantry Division

three miles northeast of Dau Tieng when they received enemy
automatic weapons fire at 1400 feet. The crew chief Specislist
fourth Class Richard Krawcazyk relized that the ship had been
hit but he did not realize that his flight helmet had taken

a round also, He discovered this forty-five mintues later

when he attompted to pull his visor down. The single enemy
bullet had penetrated his visor and continued through the top
of his helmet, 4 close shave for. Krawcayk,

November
lajor Buuman is promoted to Lieuteuant Colonel,

Major Joseph C, Burns, formerly the executive officer of the
187th becomes the new Blackhawk commander in a change of

command ceremony in Blackhawkland. Lieutenant Colonel Bauman
became the Operations Officer of the 12th Combat Aviation Group.
Major Thomas L, Hester became the Executive Officer of the 187th,

The Blackhawks complete an accident-frec month, The maintenance
officer Major James Stewart, compliments the officers and men
of the 187th for the safety record.
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December

6 Dec 1967 - Thc 187th was. summoned as the Eeady Reaction Force to support

the 199th lLight Infantry Brigade in the vicinityof Tan Uyen,
RVN. The flight of troop carrying helicopters received

automatic weapons fire on short final to an LZ ten miles

north of Bien Hoa, The "Rat Pack" pounced upon the enemy
positions irmediately with 2,75 rockets and miniguns., The

eneny fire was silenced and the troops were inserted,
Extractions began late in the afterncon and continued into the
hours of darkness., Warrant Officer William A, Britt experienced
an engine failure at 1915 hours and autorotated into an insecure
area, He and his crew plus equipment were immediately evacuated
from the area, The Blackhawks regrouped and performed a night
insertion of security troops into the nerrow LZ to protect the
downed gunship over night. That was certainly a long day for
the 187tho

22 Dec 1967 - The "Rat Pack" gunships were scrambled for counter mortar in
the vicinity of Bo Tue, 30 miles north east of Tay Ninh,
The fire support base received a mortar and ground attack
after dark and the "Rat Pack" interrupted the enemy assault
with rockets and machine gun fire., They were credited with
10 Viet Cong XIA by actual body count at the location,

25 Dec 1967 = Christmas Day and the Blackhawks flew general support missions
for the 25th Infantry Division. ' The crews delivered food, gifts,
and tidings of great joy to U,S5. and ARVN soldiers throughout
the Third Corp Tactical Zone. The mess hall experienced the
Yule tide spirit in grand style, for the flight crews returned
for dinner which included a choice of chicken, steak, or lobster
or even all three if one so desired,

January

T Jan 1968 -~ The 187th gets a maintenance stand down. What a way to
cclebrate the new year. Everyone enjoyed the relaxation with
the exception of the msintenance personnel of course,

2 Jan 1968 - The Rat Pack gunships killed six Viet Cong when they responded
L€ to a esll for gunship cover in the early morning hours at Fire
fsn1"f Support Base Burt twenty five miles northeast of Tay Ninh,
< The base had been hit by an enemy mortar attack and a ground
(e attack was underway when the Rat Pack arrived on the scene

gov! " and disrupted the enemy asszult,
ok \ AT TACkEL EX
Mo Q NV REGIMENTS
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5 Jun 1968 = The Blackhawks becano involved in.a ficrce battlo with a >
large NVA force while on short final to an LZ, thirty five
miles northeast of Tay Ninh. Two helicopters were shot down
by the heavy enemy automatic weapons fire, One crew member
SP5 Kenneth Seruton was killed and the thrco renaining crew
members Warrant Officer .ercer, Warrant Officer Jorden and
SP4 Seitz were down in an enemy infested area for two hours
before they were rescued, The only weapon among them was one
+45 caliber pistol. The Blackhawks continued the combat assault
nissions into the hostile area and later that afternoon, they
returned for extractions, Again they received heavy cnemy
resistance, The flight was mortared while shut down at a
nearby fire support base, Throughout the day, ten crew
_members were wounded and eleven aircraft sustained damage
from the bellistic assault,

1“

6 Jan 1968 ~ The 187th gets a maintenance stand down in an effort to repair
the heavily demaged aircreft from the previous day's action.

9 Jan 1968 - While inserting troops in an LZ thirty two miles northeast of
Tay Ninh, the 187th received enemy anti aircraft fire, One
gunship was hit by a ,50 claiber round and wounded the pilot
Worrant Officer Thomas Eatmon, The flight of troop carrying
helicopters received air bursts while executing low level
approaches into an LZ.

17 Jan 1968 « Warrant Officor John T, Jordan earned his secand Osk Leaf
Cluster to the Purple Heart, He was wounded twice by enemy
ground fire within eleven days during the month of January and
once in October 1967, On the 17th he was wounded in the leg
by a +30 caliber round while flying on a general support mission
at 2400 fect. After checking with the medical attendants at
Dau Tieng, he remarked that it was only a scratch and continued
to fly his mission.

February

16 Feb 1968 - Mojor Russell J, Folta became the commander of the 187th
Assault Helicopter Company, The Blackhawks conducted a combat
assault mission in an area five miles north of Saigon. The
flight encountered eneasy automatic weapons fire and Lieutenant
Henry L, Wyatt II escaped serious injury when a round penetrated
the floor and lodged in a book under his scat entitled "The
Source", He wrote to the author, James Michener, about the
incident, Within a week he received a letter from the author
and an sutographed copy of the novel. The Tay Ninh Base Camp
was hit by an enemy rocket and morter attack that night.
Three helicopters were damaged by flying shrapnel, One crew
nember SP4 Dennis J, Lulof was killed and eight other Blackhawks
were wounded, JThe attack continued until 0400 in the morning.
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Chopter IV J vy

1 Jan 1958 - Who L7t cets o mdntensnee siond dom,  Yant a vy to cclebrate
the new yenr, v oorrone enjoyed the relssation with the e:.‘ccp‘clon of the main-
tenonee persomiel of eowste

2 Jan 1968 = The 1T DACK caaships killcd air Viet Cong wihen they ranmonded to
a call Tor raunship cover in the oarly momings hours ot Fire Swwmert Bosc Burt
tventr five mdles northenst of Wy Iln.n e base hed boen hit by an onery
norter ~tiaclk and oo sround ntback was underway vhor the 1T PACK arrived on

.

the seene nnd disrupted the encmyr cosoult,

TATNTT Y T
it -—ABA (RN

17 Teh 1956 = Ths 1i7th ras geanted cnoshsr mointenance stond dowa sc that the
mhintenonee personol could vork on t,.e d"m.god helicopters, L1 otans ner-
sormcl spunt the day £illiny sond bagss and Jigqging deoner holoes,  Again Want
niznt, the bose e was hit by e rocket snd morter abbock.

1 il 2950 - Thae 1070 besing o evipcirm to find anothcr nane for the unit,
inothor aviction wmit carived in Vietnrrt vith o hevitoge to the nome "Blackhandos®

] o

which éntos back %o 18323 the THh Scundeon, 1ot fidr Cav arrived in bian, IWH,
Yoy 190452 - Uinc sviotors form the Tth of the 1st Cowv corived for "inecountap!
peodning with the 177th,  lesrdlens of the unit nowre conflict, the guents

vere acc ptod wari in o sonner for vhies th 187%h has alvays been noteds

0 Moxr 1268 = The ryi~tors of the Tth of the 1ot O-v JBlacidhoedis re tumad to
thoir writ aftes 2 inins vith the 157th in coubnt orsoult ond rencrnl sumort
mizoionce Moo owisiors howe alvoys buwn necemted wormly by tho nenbérs ol the
107th, out never in the nest acve any of thom roturned with owr none,

10 il 1959 - The 107th Acsoult Helicowsor Co::p:.n;r votzd on a ey u.ni’u TLUIG o
The nome "Crusidora” mt a::.-nrov".l and o visorous vrogrer vas irdtinted to
gprest the vrord, liowr signs ond s‘,"nbol... were nl..co in the corpany ~reo.

2% 1iwr 1958 - On this dny on officinl coremony was concducted to nublicly
cnnounce the nov none of the 10T7th Asscult deliconter f"o.“.i..nvr. Yrom this doy
on the unit will be the "Cousaders', .Lul\.VluJ.Ol'] and rodio per zonnel coverod
the event ond the 29th Infntry Division Rand ndded to the ponp rnd eircumsiance.
""'m 12374h served oz o ondy dccction Ferce nnd the eorenony was interrupted

hon the flight 2oceived on urgent enll to respond irmedirtely to n ossoult
mission nenr Phuoe Tinh, Wi, The "Crus:ders" scrombled to thedr helicontors
rnd dennrted for the mission which contimuod through the heurs of dorkmeni,
The eoramony Woo nover Dinishod,
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27 iarch 1968

1 Apcil 1968
Ap Bago

6 April 1968

11 April 1943

12 April 1968 /"

i

(

29 April 1968

DUC H0A

T™e Crusaders flew Combat Assaults around the Duc Hoa Area.
They flew 304 sorties, carriced 525 passengers and 5 tons of
carso, they did not encounter any cnemy firc.

AFRIL

e Crusaders working with the 199th Lt, Inf. Brigade flow
256 sorties and carried 302 peassengerse. The flisht one
counntered light semi automatic fire from grid XT 3003290,
e Rat Pack was credited with 4 kills by actual bhody
count and 1 estimated, with 9 structurcs and 7 sampans
dzotroyed around the Ap Bao Arcas

The Crusaders working with the 199th Lt. Inf. Zdgze had
another long duy, they flew 406 sorties, carried 669 pase-
sengers and 4 tons of cargo. The flight logged a totel
of 11941 hours.

The Crusaders had another long, but fulfilling day, They
workod with the 5th Ranger Gp. 101st ABY, with II Field
Torce as elts The Crusaders flow a total of 539 sortics,
ccrried 531 passengers and 10 tons of cargo, logeing a
total of 11441 hours,

The flight encounterced heevy small arms fire in the area
dua South of Toy Ninh along the river, but did not reccive
any hitse The Rat Pack wes credited with 3 kills by sctual
cont, with 2 sampans destroycd.

4 724 day for the Crusaders. While flying support for 3
BIE 25th Inf. Div. the Rat Peck recoived 670 hits from
noderate antiy,. aireraft fire, resulting in 3 ¥li'c ond 1
Wik, The irea of operction wos llorth East o Dou Tieng at
th2 Northern tip of the Michelin Rubber Plontations The
flight flew 351 sorties, corried 695 passengers and logged
A totel of 89,5 hours.

The Cruscders worked again, with the 3 BDE 25th Inf. Dive
in the Micholin Rubber Plentation Eost of Dou Tienge The
flirht reeeived light small arms fire, resulting in 1 WIA,
who was medevaced to Long 3inh.

The flight flew 293 gorties, carrying o totnl of 683 pas-
SONZUTS e
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1 Moy 1968 “he Crusaders gupporting the 1 LIE 25th Inf. Div, flew %20
sorties, corriced 617 pessengors end logged 01.4 hours. The
vlizht received one hit from light smoll erms firve at XS
555957, Wost of Srigon at the horse shoc.

8 May 1968 The Crusaders agein supported the 1 BIE 25t% Inf, Di+v,.
flying 349 sortics, coxrrying 429 npassengers. The flight
received 3 hits from light small crms Tirc in the Lp Rio
between Tranz Bang and Trurng Lop, grid XT 542213,

11 lay 1948 The Crusaders flew 396 sorties, carricd 744 possensers and
lojged 11247 hours while supporting the 3 BIE 25+th Inf, Div.
the flight agein received smzll crme five y fren the Michelin
Rubber Plantetion grid XT 542539, rcswlting in 1 kit on o
Td=1D aircraft,

14 Fay 19% e Covgedors swoorting 1 308 25tk Infe Div, and 3 BIE

o

25th Infe Div, flaw 275 soriies carried 814 passengoers
erd logged a total of 102.3 hours.

: flight received heavy anti aircraft fire 3 kilicks East
of Wrong Bang alony Idwey 1, grid X7 533187, which reculted
in 2 aircraft hite and 1 crew monber wounded, The flizht
was credited with 1 kill by actusl body ccunt.

1¥c)
L
2l

15 May 1963 e Rat Pack, while working for 1 BIE 25th Inf. Divae,
potted a 122 mm rocket lawncher Norih of Try Nizh Zase
wnd seip XD 091545, the rocket leuncher was brougnt

wider Tire by the Rat Pack and destroycd.

O

19 Hay 1963 The CrusaCers, while flyin for the 1s% DD 25th Tafa.,
flew 318 sorties and 543 passensers. Thoyr cricotmtored
enery fire and was clearad to return firc. Cme U5l-1D

heliconter received ghrapnol from a 2.75 and two enery
bunkers were destrcyed.

25 K

el

v 1968 Vidile supporting the 1st Bdes 25th Inf. Div., the Crusaders

Tlew 501 sorties and carried 788 passensers. Encry fire
was received and 3 Uid1-D's received hits from autonatic
veapons fire.

v

i

29 May 1368 ¥rile flying Combat Assaults for the 2nd Bde Z25th Dive,
the Cusaders received cnomy firc. Aftor obtaining
Teorence the Rat Pack rolled in and soon elaimed possible
To Lilled and one swaman.
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1 June 1968

19 June 1968

24 Junc 1968

28 June 1962

12 July 1908
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JUEE

The Crusaders wudle flring CA for the 2nd Bde flew 3062
sortics end 468 pascenors. Thers reccived modcrate automatic
weapons fire and took 4 hits. They quickiky responded and
cledimod 2 VC killed by body count.,

Walle working for the 3rd 3de 25th Dive, the Crusaders flow
392 sorties and carricd 720 passengors. Threc enemy bunkers
vere sneoited and destroyed.

The Crusaders, supporting the 1015t ARD, flow 363 sorties
and carried 687 passensors, Total hours flowvm was 12245,
encthor long day for the Crusaders!

Flying for the 101st 4RB, the Cruscders cncountered heavy
small arms fire from the arce Forth of Trang Bans, They
reecived one hit and quickly responded killing at loast
one VCa

JULY

Waile flying Combat &ssoult for the 101st Airvorne, the
Crusaders received sumall arms firce The Rat Pack rolled
in and destroycd 4 struvetures and killing at loast 2 VCe
Yhey ot one secondary explosion from their attack.




