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The 191st Assault Helicopter Company, although younger than many assault
coilpanies in Vietnam, is one of the best known end respected in its ares
of operations. It's assigned aviators are young but quickly learn to
function effectively as part of a combat assault tesm. In the past six
months the compeny has flown over seventeen thoussnd eight hundred hours
and spent one hundred seventy five dagys conducting combat assaults. Each
aircraft has an orange boomerang painted on the nose section and just as

the name implies, the 191st "Boomerangs' always come back.
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4 recapitulation of history and honors as described in the history of
lineage shows the 191st was constituted on 23 September 1942 in the Army
of the United States as the 2029th Quartermaster Truck Company, Aviation,
md activated on 1 October 1942 at Hensley Field, Texas. .fter partici-
pating in the Rome~Arnd Campaign, the comﬁany was inactivated on 20 June
1946 in Germany. It was converted snd redesignated on 1 August 1946 as
the 2029th Transportation Corps Truck Company and again on 30 September
1966 as the 191st Aviation Company. The Coupany was activated on 1 Dec-

ember 1966 at Fort Bragg, North Carolina.
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By direction of General Order Number 46% dated 18 November 1966 the 191st
Assault Helicopter Company was organized at Fort Bragg, North Carolina.
The 26th Signal Detachment and the 606th Transportation Detachment were
attached at this time. On 23 February 1967 these units were assigned to
the 82nd Aviation Battalion, 82nd Airborne Division at Fort Bregg.
The 191st was attached to the 627th Supply end Service Battalion (GS), a
host unit, for the purpose of providing administrative, training, oper-
ational and logistical support. Due to a tremendous recurring program
subjected by the 627th, the 191st issault Helicopt er Company did not have
a formal orderly room, nor did they have a great deal of administrative
sontrols The 191lst was greatly stablized upon assignment to the B2nd
Alrborne Division just three months prior to its deployment to Vietnam.
The 191st training progrem consisted of seven weeks of formal treining,
a secven day FTX, and a three dey ORT.» Operations was established at
Simmons ‘frmy Airfield, Fort Bragg, North Carolina. The 191st then
received a roting of combat ready.
The 191st Assanit Helicopter Company was given until 10 /pril 1967 to
move all aircraft to Sharpe Army Depot. . crash maintenance progran had
to be established emd'the first aircraft departed Fort Bragg on 30 March
1967. The remainder of the aircr:ft departed during the next five days
and were all ferried to Sharpe Army Depot by the specified date. T75%
of the unit's personnel were on the ferry flight. Upon their return
final packing was completed on 20 .pril 1967.
The 191st arrived in Vietnsm on 24 May 1967 where it was assigned to the
2L4th Combat Avietion Baitalion. In-country orientation was completed on
21 June 1967 and the co.pany was deeclared operational.

Upon its arrivel at Bearcat, Republic of Vietnam, the 191lst was faced
7



with the enormous task of building a new base. Help in building the

mess hall was given by the Engineers, but the men of the company had to
ca struct aircraft revetments, bunkers, tents, maintensnce sheds, an
orderly room and an operations hut. The construction was greatly hemper-
ed by the heavy monsomns, but the end produc# was g fine examéle of works
manship and determination.

Prior to completion, 9th Infantry Division Héadquarters moved to Dong Tam,
RVN and rumors of the 191st following them were spread quickly. In mid
Dctober 1968 the word became offieisl and the Boomerangs prepared far the
2 November move. . ™ : Cwt A S

After uneventful road and air movements the men set down to change s area
of dust, sand, snd water into comforteble living and working areas. Due
to cereful prior plemning and hard work, no one had to spend any time in
tents or had to do without any of the basic comforts. .4 smooth move such
a8 this is a fine refledtion of the esprit de corps and determination of

the Boomerangs to always be first.
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“%rom 1 Yecember 1966 the 191st .ssavlt Helicopter Compeny has boasted a
distinet line of commrnders. Mejor Winesette and the Company Commanders
that followed have boosted the unit to the proud station it holds today.

COIL PANY COMILNDERS INCLUSIVE D.TES

Major Richard C. Winesette « « o o « » ¢ » o 1 Dec 66 = 23 May 67
Major Clarence ie. Patnode Jre o o o o o o o« 24 May 67 - 4 Nov 67
Major Williem W. Spurlock o« o« o o o o ¢ o« « 5 Nov 67 = 11 Feb 68
Majar Golbert Le Dilday o o o o o o o « o » 12 Feb 68 -« 19 Jun 68
Mejor Carlvin J. Griggs o+ o o o o o ¢ o« v ¢ 20 Jun 68 = 9 Oct 68
Major John fis PetTic « « « o o o o « o o ¢ o 10 Oct 68 - Present

LTOCN COMM/NDERS INCLUSIVE D.TES

15T FLIGHT PL.TOON

Captain Harold Ke¢ Taylor « o ¢ o s s o o s o 24 Jun 67 - 14 Jen 68
Ceptain 0llie De Kennedy Jre o o o o o o o ¢ 15 Jan 68 « 9 May 68
Ceptain Lambert J. Bssary Jra o + o ¢ o o o 10 May 68 - 19 Jun 68
First Lieutenant Reymond Pe RUEE o o o o o o 20 Jun €8 - Present

2ND FLIGHT PLATOON

Captain Jolm V. Hedwick . 22 Dec 66 =~ 24 Sep 67

-
-
L
-
-
.
[ )
-
L)

L]
-
-
-
.
-
L 2
-
L]

Major Carlvin J. Griggs . 25 Sep 67 - 23 Nov 67
Coptain John S, Crossman « o o o o & 3 & 24 Nov 67 - 19 Mar 68

Captain Stephen Q. Petty . 20 Mar 68 - 10 May 68

-
-
*
L]
*
*
.
L]
L

Capteain Arnold We Luke ¢ o o o o o s o s o o 11 liay 68 = 12 Jug 68
First Lieutenant Robert C. Wren o+ « « « » » 13 Aug 68 ~ 8 Sep 68
Captain Jom D. Falcon o« o o o o o ¢ ¢ o s o 9 Sep 68 ~ 31 Oct 68
Captain Edson O. Parker o+ « o o o o o o o « 1 Nov 68 - 18 Dec 68

First Lieutensnt Henry F Walburn « « « « ¢ » 19 Dec 68 ~ Fresent
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Captein Norman Kidd o o o o & o ¢ o o o o e 11 Jan 67 - 26 May 67
Captain David Bergmen « o ¢ o o o s o o o o 27 May 67 - 20 Nov 67
Captain Robert C. Stack « o o« o ¢ oo o o o 21 Nov 67 = 4 Feb 68

5 Feb 68 - 18 May 68

*
L
-
L 4
.
»
L]
L3
*
-

Captain Stanley Cherrie
Captain Harry J. Sands « o 4 & o 4 4 4 & o o 19 Nay 68 « 2 Aug 68

Captain David C. Burch . + 3 iug 68 - 3 Sep 68

.
[
.
.
-
-
.
-
-
L

4 Sep 68 - 30 Nov 68

-
-
g
L &
L ]
-

Captain Bruce W. Y'almer PPN

Fivst Lisutenant John Li Cook » &« + o o » o 1 Dec 68 - Present

11
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aiBl OF OPIR..TICONS

The normal area of operations for the 191st Assault Helicopter Company
is from Nha Be on the Dong Nai River extended south and southeast to
Dong Tam on the My Tho River.

The terrain is extremely flat. Lverage elevation in this area is from

0 to 10 feet. The countryside is dominated by a vast netwerk of rice




UNIT OPER,.TIOHS

The present mission assigned to the 191st Assanlt Helicopter Company,
although unstated in a mission statement, is the direct support of the
operations of the 9th Infentry Division. Approximately 98% of the
operations at the present time are combat assault operations in support
of 9th Division units.

On 2 July 1968 the 191st Assault Helicopter Company gun ships were
credited with 5 enemy KBA, 1 WBA and 7 KBA/WBA probable while supporting
the 2/60 Infentry Battolion, 9th Infmtry Division. The 191st hed just
completcd inserting 14 sorties when several VO with wespons were observed.
Permission to fire was quiockly obtained and the "Bounty Hunters" immediately
engaged the foree with devastating accurncy.

On 15 July 1968 the Boomerangs supported the lst Brigade, 9th Infantry
division. From 0730 hours to 2200 hours the 191st Assault Heliocopter
Company flew constantly and was the only supporting element which en-
abled the lst Brigade to completely surround a VC Battalion. The 191st
gun ships throughout the day fired suppressive fire in support of the
ground troops. The company flew 156 hours and had one UH=1C hit by
enemy automatic weapons fire. ipproximstely 1,020 men were lifted

during the day's operation. On the morning following these inasertions
the 1st Brigade units found 76 enemy dead. Captured weagpons included

10 rifles, two machine guns and four moxrtars.

On the night of 17 July 1968 the 191st began a series of night operatims
for units of the lst Brigade, 9th Infantry Division. Insertionm md

extractions were conducted in a manner similar to day operations
14



® o
with the addition of illuminatiohs One of thelbiggostsdmgers
encountered in this night operation cnd those th:t followed was
camnisters from the illumination rounds. One of thé first night
operstions a gun ship was hit by a cannister which almost demolished the
co-pilot's door and broke the left skid. The unit quickly leammed to
avoid the area of cannister "fall out' and no other mishaps were encountered.
Avistors of the 191st logged 992 hours of night time during the month of
Julye
On 26 July the 19lst Boomeremgs flew elements of the Roysl Thal Ammy's
18] ack Panther" Division on their first inecountry mission. In essence
the mission was a practice combat assault from Bearcat to the grass
strip at Long Thanh South with the intended purpose of femiliarizing
the Thai soldiers with helicopters and airmobile techniques. For
realism, one light fire team from the "Bounty Hunters", the 191st gun
platoon, reconned the LZ and dropped smoke o mark the touch down point
for the first 1ift. Though for most of the Thai soldiers this was their
fipet encounter with helicopters, the operation went without incident.
During an insertion of troops into an LZ 10 nautical miles southeast
of Tan Tru on 4 August 1968 the flight was engaged by heavy automatic
wegpons fire from the nearby woodlines. Five ships were hit. One
crashed and was destroyed due to enemy fire. Three of the orew members
were hospitalized.
While supporting the 9th Infentxry Division on a night combat assavlt
operation on 5 August 1968, Warrait Officer Gary D. illred, a member of
the 191st Bounty Hunters Gun Platoon, experienced = engine failure in

hig UH-1C and had to execute a forced i'ancling-~ The ship was skillfully

15



landed, causing no demage. The following morming lajor General Robert

R Williame, Commanding General, lst Aviation Brigede, flew to Bearcat

to ocongratulate WO .illred on his successful night forced landing.

On 12 fugust 1968 the crash of a UH-1D one nautical mile west of Rach
Kien claimed the lives of four crew members and six passengers. The ship
was returning to Bearcat following the completion of a combat operation
for the 9th Infantry Division.

Fifteen aircraft from the 19lst Assault Helicopter Company departed
Bearcst at aspproximately 0645 hours on 18 iugust 1968 to support a
Battalion of the 9th Infantry Division north of Vinh Longe The
following is an account of that days events: E Company, %60 totaling
1% sorties was inserted at approximately 083( hours. 17 was cold and
troops moved south to a canel md started sweeping south east. Inserted
B Company, 3/60 totsling 14 sorties. LZ was cold and txoops moved
north east to flank E Compsny and move south east along cenal. it
approximately 1130 hours an Air Cav unit made contact. C Company eon-
sisting of 13 sorties was to be inserted to develop the situation. On
first insertion of C Company the flight received intense automatic
weapons fire from woodline to the N, NE, eand E of LZ. Lead aircraft
received several hits end landed at Vinh Long., Airoraft was unflyable.
Humber two aircraft in the flight alsc took hits, wounding two
infentrymen. Airoraft Commander:ymaseded to Dong Tam with wounded and
upon landing checked his aircraft for battle demage, finding it unflyable.
The flight also received fire on second insertion and lead alrcraft took
hits. Aircraft was shut down in P2, cheoked for battle damege and

found unflyable. By this time 3 gunships of the 19lst were down for
16



meintenance. Following the imsertion of C Jompany one gunship from
the 191st and one Huey Cobra proceeded to attack enemy emplacements

to the NE of where they (C Company) were pimnned down by enemy fire.
Lfter a short engsgement both ships received hits from enemy automatic
weapons and departed station for Vinh Long to check for battle damage.
Both were damaged and unflysble. Another light fire team reported to
the Lir Mission Commender and were given the mission of reconnsissance
of an L% in which to reinsert B Company. Both received heavy automatio
weepons fire and were damsged to the extent that they hed to depart
station. At approximately 1630 hours five UHel troop carriers and

one light fire tean was sttached to the 19lst. One 191st gun ship had
been reprired and was flyable by this time. E Company was extracted and
inserted. The flight received fire on both insertions but all ships
continued to fly. At 1700 hours the Command and Control aircraft took
hits at 1500 fcet from nn enemy eutomatic wespon and was forced to land,
aircraft was unflyable. Jnother aircraft was taken out of the flight
for the C and C Party. At approximately 1800 hours B Company was 6x-
tracted and reinserted. The flight received fire from buildings =nd
tree line on finsMepproach. The £light departed station for refueling
snd o check for battle damsge. Another light fire team was attached at
approxinately 1830 hours and was assigned the mission of flying cover
for B Company. 4t approximately 1830 hours both aireraft Yeceived
intense automatic wespons fire and departed station for Vinh Long.
Neither were sble to return due to bullet demage. it epproximately

1845 hours, two companies had been attached to 3/60th and were inserted.

17



No fire was received on the first lrsertica. (n the seocond insertion
the company received heavy autometic {machine guu) fire whioch engaged
the flight while in the LZ eand after taking off from the LZ. The

second 1lift of this insertion was inserted 500 meters farther south.
After checking for battle damage it was determined thet the 191st had 2
UH~1 troop carriers, the command and control airoraft, and one gun ship
plus a spare UH-l troop carrier that were still flyable. Of 8ll attached
assets (12 aircraft total) there were 3 UH-1 troop carriers and one gun
ship flyable. Beginning at approximately 2000 hours these 8 airoraft were
utilized to complete & 5 ship extraction and insertion of troops from one
fire support base to another one (these 5 ships received fire from two
unknown locations enroute) end to resupuly 3 companies with one resupply
sortie to each company. No fire was reseived during resupply missions.
The flight was released at 2200 hours. The 606th Meintensnse Detachment
pexrsonnel had been at Vinh Long and the initial PZ sinee 1500 hours
repeiring airoraft and determining recovery procedures to be used. Seven
elrcraft had to be left at the PZ and Vinh Long. The remsinder of the
demaged ships were temporarily repaired and flown to Bearcat. The
Flight arrived at Bearcat at 2330 hours. The following day marked the
first time in the histoxry of the unit that it was unable to execute its
assigned mission due to battle damage.

The compeany lost a UH-1C gunship on 24 sugust due to enemy ground fire

X nentical miles north of Vinh Long. The aircraft engulfed in flames
from bullet damage, executed a forced landing and burned, the crew

escgped uninjured.

18



On 25 August 1968 a UH-1C gunehip struck « riec dike and was destroyed
while attempting a take off from s field loeation northwest of Saigon.
The orew escaped without injury.

The company suffered the loss of threc crew members on 3 September when
their ship was shot down while supporting a combat operation near Rach
Kein. The aircraft, a UH-1C gun ghip, was being used to suppress

known enemy positions when it came unider intensive enemy fire s d crashed.
On 5 October WO Ros s was on approash to a pick-up zone when the tail rotor
of his aircraft struck a high dike. The aircraft begen to sping a
hovering autorotation was attempted and the aircraft landed herd. The
main rotor blade flexed down and struck the top of the cockpit crushing
through and impacting with the pilot's hend. WO Rosa died of a severe
concussion on 9 October 1968.

On 24 November 1968 the Boomersngs were again conducting combat assault
operations in the V¢ infested Ben Tre area. Though six alrcraft received
numerous hits, the Bounty Hunters confirmed 9 KBi's end assisted in
capturing 35 detainees. Later on in the day the flight encountered
anti-helicopter mines in an LZ. Thesc consisted of grenades placed on
long bamboo poles set at a 45 degree angle with the ground. These were
the first such devices encountered in this area.

On 21 December the flight spotted approximsately 20 Viet Cong with wespons
while on short final. The Bounty Hunters engaged the enemy killing

at least 1% of theme Later on in the day the Hunters bagged 4 more

that were toking evasive action.

19



24 December 1968 during firing passes to cover the ground elements
withdrawel, Bounty Hunber 11¢g airovaft received a hit from & rocket
propelled grenadc in the engine compartment and machine gun fire
opened up his fuel cells. The aircraft immediately burst into flames.
The aircraft was landed safely and the owew weneived no injuries.

After extraction of its orew the sircraft was degtroyed when its own

armament exploded.
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MAJOR AWARDS PRECENTED TC UNIT MELBERS

SILVER STAR
NAME DATE _QF ACTIO
Major John B Jones 18 Aug 68
WO Eric Rebstock 18 Aug 68
WO Larry D Miller 3 Jun 68
PFC Bobby E Robinson 4 Aug 68

DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS

Major Carlvin J. Griggs (Achievement) ' 20 Jun -« 13 Oot 68
Major Cerlvin J. Griggs (2nd Oak Leaf Cluster) 8 Jun 68
Major Carlvin J. Griggs (3rd Osk Leaf Cluster) 9 Oct 68
Captein Edson O. Parker 24 Nov 68
Captain Bruce W. Palmer 18 Aug 68

Captein Bruce W. Palmer (lst Osk Leaf Cluster) 24 Nov €8

11T John P. LeSelle Jr 18 fug 68
1LT Raymond P. Rugg 1 &un 68
OWO Edwin P. MoKee (1st Oek Leaf Cluster) 18 Aiug 68
OWO Edwin P. MoKee (2nd Osk Leaf Cluster) 24 Aug 68
CWO Robert Holt 18 Aug 68
OCWO Cecil Andrevws 1 Jun 68
CWO William J. Campbell 18 Aug 68
CWO WAlliem Gil} 24 Aug 68
CWO Richard W. Van Dusen 24 Aug 68
CWO Fred Williams 30 Sep 68
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CWO Richard Inskeep 1 Jun 68
CWO Doneld Nicholas 1 Jun 68
CWO Tonald Nicholas (1st Osk Leaf Cluster) 4 Aug 68
CWO Donald Williams 1 Jun 68
WO Timothy Sherman 24 Aug 68
WO David Schwartz 18 Aug 68
WO Ixrwin Schneider 30 Sep 68
WO Lerry D. Miller 30 Sep 68
WO Robert Xund 30 Sep 68
WO Terry Wilund 18 Aug 68
WO Stephan Brundage 30 Sep 68
WO Clyde Wilkerson (Achievement) 16 Apr - 1 Jul 68
WO William Wells (Achievement) 4 Apr - 8 Aug 68
8P% Robert Heinmillex 18 Aug 68
SP5 Robert Heinmiller (lst Osk Leef Cluster) 24 Nov 68
85 Michael L. Jackson 4 Aug 68
85 Daniel Leonardo 18 aug 68
SP5 Daniel Leonardo (1lst Osk Leaf Cluster) 14 Nov 68
8 4 Rendall L. Bdwards 18 Lug 68
8P4 Gerald C. Kehn 24 Nov 68
SP4 George Reliford 18 4ug 68

23



NAME

Ronald M. Cederiund

Paul R. Prazier .

*

Glenn Re Lawfield

UNIT MEMBERS

Arnold W. Luke
Terry Re Jeng « &
Morris J. Ross .
Gerald A. Wilson

Arturo D. Montion

L]

.

EQNOR RCLE

s & o b

e o ¢ o

S o s @

GRATE
CPT
woL
SGT
sS4

o & & 9 @

e & o b 0

UNIT MEMBERS KILLED IN ACTION

« « $ Sep €8
0053@68
0058@68

. o7°0t68

KILLED NOT AS A RESULT OF HOSTILE ACTION

'A

[ ]

CPT
WOl
WOl
SP5

P 4

......y....IZAug68

*

o o 12 Aug 68
9 Oct 68

..lZAugGS
0012A118'6.
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Sinoe its arrival in the Republic of Vietnam Records indicate the following
statistiecs through December 1968.
Total Support Hours F1own « « « o o o« s » ¢ o 55,907
Total VC Killed by Body Counit o o o o o ¢ & o 554
Total VC Killed (Possible)e o o o o o o 5 o o 42
KILhDue to Combat o o o ¢ ¢ s ¢ o ¢ ¢ o o ¢ o 9
Non-Combat Fatalities « « o« ¢« ¢ s ¢ o o o o » 18
WIA due to Combat (LoSSEB) o o o o o o ¢ o o 17
Non~Combat Losses (Injurics) o+ « o o o o o o 22
Wounded in Action, Returmed to Duty « o « o o 35
Court Martialss Summary «.s ese s0e o o o o 0

Special o ¢ o o o ¢ ¢ ¢ o o 4

General + o o ¢ ¢ ¢ o o o o 0
Article 15'6e o o ¢ o o o o 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 o s 35
Melexia Cases « o o ¢ ¢ o o « 0 o o a0 o ¢ o 0



HowTg
Jul 68
Aug 68
Sep 68
Oct 68
Nov 68

Dec 68

HONTH
Jul 68
Aug 68
Sep 68
Oct 68
Nov 68

Dec 68

AIRCRAFT AND AVIATOR FLYING HOURS

LT ENDIX B

UH=1D
o 2050 . .
.« 2606 . ,
. 2285 .,
« 2205 .,
- 1876 ..
« 2202 , .

o UH-1C/UH~1D
UH~1C/UH-1D

UH1C/UH-1D

UH~1C/ Ul1D

o UH-1C/UH-1D

796
665
629
654
745
n7

L ]

UH-1C/UH~1D/ U~ 1H

UH~10

*

72.2/81.%%
56.0/69.9%

Wl
0 .

c o o o

AVAIL

60.7/59.2% .

5249/65, 3%
60.0/73.6%
4845/7L+2/30.9

27

TJOTAL

3246
3270
2914
2856
2421
3139

» % 9

NORS
L 2 ] 802/2-% L]

14840
155.0
161.0
160.0
136.0
180.0

4e4/5Th 4 s

10.1/14.2% o

18.2/01.%% .
;5-1/5.-4% .

14.%/3.9/0.0%

HIGH AVIATOR

NORM

AVERIGE

110.0
118.0
118.0
112.0

98.0
104.0

19.6/15.9%

' 39.5/24.

2942/26.6%
28.9/33.4%
24.9/21.0%
37+2/24.9/69.1%



LTLENDIX D
égﬁgﬁéEI.éggiﬁﬂﬁgugﬁiﬁﬂlgﬂgg
MONTH NUMBER RATE CUMUL.TIVE RATE
Jul68....---O.......00-0%......-34.3%

Aug68....--o3.......95.0%...... 51.8/%
Sepse.......2.......68.6%.......47.0%
3009% ¢ o W 4 . . 31.4%
00.0% « o , ., ., 294 4%

95e4% « o v 4 . . 32.

00'&66.......1-.....

NOV 68 L] . . . L] . . 0 * L L) [ ] . L4

-
-

DecﬁS.......}....-'

PRESENT ATRCRAFT STRENGTH

LE S0t el

Ve ®es B R v émi%ﬂy@ ASSIGNED

I]H‘lc L] » » * L * L] L] . 8 * L 4 L 4 L] L L) L] * L] L 8
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AMARD RECOMMENDED ALVROYED LENDING  DOWNGRADED DISAPPROVED

Silver Star ¢ « ¢ o o o 13000 QO 6 v o 2 ave u o 2....-0
Soldier's Medal « « ¢ » B o ¢ & 2 e 00 4 oo o0 >

Distinguished
FlyingCross .....131...107...14....14.....2

BJ’.‘OHZGS"JBIW/V--.. 12 ¢« o o 31 & 4 & 0....'2.....0
anzest&roooo.célooo 48.0060000

AirMedaJ.W/V.....Z)B... 16900047-10-

o o -3
.
.
.

(e @ o

Alr Medal (BaSiG) s 8 e 391 e o 0 358 4 » o 33 o 0 o o

Army Commendation
MedalW/V.......lO... 100-0203000000-00

Army Commendation
}Iedalocncgococlzeooo112.0023000000.‘000

I‘urpleHear‘b « 5 s e e 12--.,56;0- 1-...NA...-.O

.
.
.
O
.
.
.
.
o

Adr Medel (OLC'S) 2236 « v 0 304 ¢ o+ 33
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STAT

=

MENT 22 June 1968

The 191st Assault Helicopter Company distinguished itself by gallentxy
in action against a hostile force in the Republic of Vietnam on 1 June 1968.
On that date the company was in support of the 2d Battalion, 39th Infantry
on en operation in the T'lain of Reeds. At approximately 1230 hours an ele-
ment of Compeny G, 2/39th Infantry was inserted at location XS 385716.
Within minutes after being on the ground, the elements came under intense
automatic weapons and rocket fire from enemy entrenched in a bunker complex.
Throughout the remainder of the dey the battle grew in intensity as sdditional
ground forces were inserted in an effort to encircle the enemy, later deter-
mined to be & VC Battalion. Time end time sgain the aircraft of the 191st
valorously braved hails of fire including rockets timed for airburst directed
sgainst them. Without the slightest hesitation oxr concern for their own
safety the company continued throughout the day to make possible tactical
encirclement of the enemy. Although night fell, the crews of the 19lst
persisted. At one point the command and control ship, in almost total
darkness, landed in the thick of the fight to land the Battalion Commander
and his staff, making it possible for him to personslly direct the operation.
The company continued on into the night, spending every effort in the face
of great risks, and in spite of the fact that virtually every ship in the
unit had sustained hits, to accomplish its mission. Every crewmember of
each ship, both 1lift ships and gunships deserve the highest praise and
recognition for their bravery snd dedication to duty. Eaoch of them, and
the company as a whole performed in a manner which is in the highest tradi-
tions of themilitary service and reflect great credit upon themselves and
the United States Army.

s/Williem T. Leggett Jr.

t/WILLIAM T. LEGGETT JR.
LTC, Infantry
Commanding
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D AT CR 9D A
HEADAQUARTERY, 2 SATTALICT 60U TNFANTRY
A0 Sen Fraancisco 96373

AVDE~THD 19 July 1968
SUBJECT: Letter of Commendation

T0: Commanding Officer
191st Assault Helicopter Company
AP0 96530

THRU: Commanding General
lst Avietion Brigade
APO 96384

1. During the past six menths the 191st Assault Helicopter Company,
better known as the "Boomersngs," has performed its mission in sup-
port of the 2d Battalion, 60th Infentry in a truly outetending man~
ner. The Boomerangs elways reported on time to the proper location
with an operational Commend: and Control ship, ten 1ift ships, and four
gunships. On the few and infrequent occasions when a helicopter de~
veloped maintenance problems, the airoraft was either quickly repeired
or a replacement alrcraft was mmediately furnished.

2, On 8 June 1968 the support from the Boomerangs left nothing to
be desired. Throughout the dey all men in the unit continuously dem-
onstrated supreme acts of heroism while supporting the Infentry units
which were ih hesvy contadt with a large enemy force. Although all
landing zones were hot and were covered by a heavy volume of enemy
small arms, eutomstic wespons, and mortar fire, the Boomerangs never
hesitated to land their aircraft where and when they were directed.
This was true throughout the day and night whether the mission was
slmobile assault, resupply, or medical evaouation.

3, The Air Mission Commender, Major Grigegs, always functions in an
outstanding menners however, his actions on 8 June 1968 were partice
ulexrly commendsble., Thxoughout the 1nsertion .0f Companies A and C,
which were immedia.tely engaged in heavy contact, he calmly anticipated
requirements which greatly simplified the coordination required be-
tween us and drasticelly reduced the reaction time of the alrmobile
coumpanys. Both rifle compmies were inserted in a minimum amount of
time which allowed the air assets to be quickly released to enother
battalion that was inserted into the same area. i'rior to releasing
the Boomerangs, however, I requested that I be landed with Compeny C.
In apite of the intense volume of enemy fire on the landing zone, Major
Griggs unhesitatingly landed his airoraft so that my command group end
I oould join and bettér control the units on the ground.

4+ Dersonnel asgigned to the 19lst Assault Helicopter Company have

always provided. superior support to this battalion. Their high level
of performence and uhoommon valox has set a stendard yet to be equaled
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AVDE-IHF Letter of Commendation Conttd
by any sirmobile unit. The Boomerangs are undoubtedly the, best air-

mobile unit with which this battalion hes ever worked. Their contin-
uing performance has proven +this fact.

JAMES J. LINDSAY
17¢, Infantxy
Commagnding
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DEE ARTHMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADNUARTERS 9TH INFANTRY DIVISION
40 Sen Francisco 96370

AVDE-CG 1% September 1968

Dear Major Griggs:

I want to thank you for the fine job the 191st Aviation Company has been
doing in support of our operations. The 9th Division depends on its air-
mobile support and we always like to work with the Boomerangs.

T understand that during operations with thel First Brigade on 3 September
you lost sn aircraft and three men. I am really sorry and extend the syme
pathy of the entire division. Unfortunately victories are not won without
cost. We look forward to working with you end your unit in the future.

Sincerely,

s/Ewell

t/JULIAN J. EWELL
Major General, USA
Commanding

Major Carlvin J. Griggs
Copmending Officer
1918t Aviation Company
AP0 96530
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DE ARTMENT OF WIE ARMY
HEADQULRTERS 9TH INFAWTRY DIVISION
00 San FPrancisco 96370

AVDE-GT 26 November 1968

SUBJECT: Letter of Commendation

Comnanding Officer

214%h Aviation Battalion
Dong Tem, Vietnam

APO 96370

1. I wish to extend my congratulations to you, your officers, and men foxr
their outstanding support o £ 9th Infentry Division elements over the past
few weeks. Deserving of specizl mention is the outstanding support rendered
by the "Bounty Hunter" gunships of the 191st Aviation Company on 24 November
1968. '

2. In addition to 10 KBA with which they were credited, the vigorous and
successful exeoution of all assigned missions, contributed pignificantly to
the success enjoyed by the Division that daye

3, Agein, congratulations to dl on a job well done.

8/Frank L. Gunn

+/FRANK L. GUNN
Brigadier General, USA
Acting Commender
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AVGC-B (26 Nov 68) 1last Tnd

SUBJECT: Letter of Commendation
DA, HELDQUARTERS, 214TH COMBAT AVILTION BATTALION, APC 96370, 12 December 1968

T0: Commending Officer, 19lst Assault Helicopter Company, APO 96370

1. I wish to extend my personal congratulations on a Jjob woll done. ierfaor-
mence such as this is indicative of a high level of training and discipline,
both at command and individual levels.

2. I am confident that your unit will continue to perform with such a high
degree of professionalism in the future.

s/Wallace R. Dietderioh

+/WALLACE R. DIETDERICH
LTC, Artillery
Commanding
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DR ARTMENT OF THE ARMY ™ 7 °

HEADQUARTERS 9TH INFANTRY DIVISION
AP0 Sen Francisco 96370

AVDE-CG 3 Qotober 1968

THRU: Cormanding Officer
2144 Combat Aviation Battalion
A0 96530

TO: Commanding Officer
1918t Assault Helicopter Company
N0 96530

Dear Major Griggss

I was sorry to learn that one of your crewmen, Specialist Four Glenn Lawfield,
was killed by hostile fire near Ben Tre, 30 September 1968 while delivering
4roops of our Second Brigede onto a hot landing zone. On behalf of the

Ninth Infentry Division, I extend to you our sympathy md condolences.

I hear nothing but good ebout the quality of support you are providing
me. We are all grateful to you and lock forward 4o ‘working with the
"Boomerangs" in the future.

Sincerely,

8/ Ewell

£/JULIAN J, BWELL
Major General, USA
Commen ding
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