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1968 SUPPLEMENT TO 2D 3¢q INIT HISTORY

The beginning of 198 found the 2nd Scurdron in Pien Hoo,, Ropublic of
Vietnem following their deployment %o srme. The airborne cevalrymen continued
their in-country treining ond acclimotization in prepsration for their first
combst mission. On the 2nd of danuery the scurdron, in its entirety, deperted
Fien Hor enroute to Sonz Re City, Phouc long Province, near the Cembodizan tore
der. Its mission wes the 8ecuring of an ~res for the division CP to set up in.
Upon errivel the fipst Priority was to set up an adecunte bose of operations.
This recuired the clen ring of several acres of thick underhrush snd vwoodlines,
~he¢ new bese began to trke shape on 10 Jenuery, while the combat troopers of

"B" troop and the zero-.ifle platoon patrolled the locAl rrea to insure thet the
base ares wag not interfered with by the Viet Cong.

Then, on 15 January, the 2nd Scuadron, 17th Crvelry ssw its first sctionm,
The aero-rifie Platoon was on petrol when one seuad wag suddenly trken under
fire by hostile forces, The hostile force had meqe = grert error, however, as
the rest of the platoon was very near to the action and beron sweeping the ene-
my's flank., As a result, the enemy lost ot least 7 KIA by acturl hodv count.
The platocm then withdrew, calling in 2rtillery behind it, ond » sweep of the
area the next dey reveeled rmany blood trails y indierting even grerter cesurl-
ties had been inflicted o the enemy. This small battle wes to set the store
for the cavzlrymem for the rest of the year,

Throughout the rest of J- nuery there wes relatively 1ittle corbact in the
arez of the covelry., In the meantime, the secuadron ecenirod 7 armored person=-
nel carriers, F-113's, which vere fitted with the ACAV kits sne assiened to "R
Troop. On the morning of 31 Jrnuery, the day of the now infamour Tet of *ensive,
the cavalrymen received »n urgent c211 to go to the aid of Phoue Pirh villase
which wos Just Seuth of their perimeter. The armored platoon moved out and, in
n afternoon of bitter fighting with VCAWA forces, killed 56 of the ememy while
suffering only light cesuslties thermselves. Tt was another cose of the Seundron
doing themselves proud in cont2et with hostile forces,

Then came the month of February ond with it, two very significant gvents
the return of "Av troop to sguadron control md the hettle of Song Re Citv, 0n
the 4th of February Crr Heymond G, “ar‘tja-n, CQ oF npn troop, 2d S(-L::-.dron, vhich
had boan with the 1st brieade since June 1%5, reported to ITC Julius . Pecton,
the Scvadron Commender, that his troop wes returning to the s~urdron snd wrg at,
nresent, off loading at the Seng Re airfield. This marked the reunion of meny
old friends and the start of 2 new history for the seurdron, They were now,
with the exception of *Cn troop, working as a whole, and this small, not euite,

bettalion sized unit wos to do the work of meny larger units in its comhet
endeavors, .

Cnn the 10th of Februrry the seusdror received word thet the mission of the
division wes to he chenged, in viow of developments from the Tet offensive, The
Squadron began planning for a move back to Bien Hoa, knowing thet treir mext
destination was the I Corps srea, near the IMZ, which had been hit so heavy dur-
ing the Tet gttacks. On 17 Februsry, however, the seusdron suddenly recaived
N urgent <311 from the city of Song Pe stating thet they were under bervy Atw
tack and needed assistance, The Squadron alerted "B" troop =nd one matoon of
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"A" troop and the battle of t, #n infrntry comp2ny from the
1/506 w2s added to the scusdron strenasth to aid in the relief of the city, "
troop, under the commond of CPT Joseph Rozelle » deployved along the rosd leading
into the city and begen to sweep Morth., The nlatoon of Y"A" troep ~nd the in-
fantry company moved on to the limits of the town where thev ¢sme under hezvy
hostile fire, At this time gunship tesms from the 101st Avr. Pr were recuested
and the Black Angels swung into action,” Thiz entire operstion wes under the
comrnd of the Sousdron Cormender, IT0 Julius ¥, Pecton, who wes orbitine over-
hesd in » commend and control ship throurhout the entire operstion, Murin~ the
ensuing three dey btattle the NVi reciment wes routed from the city of Song Pe,
but they left behind 243 of their dead, The squadron had »gz2in met the enemy
hezd on and had emerged victorious, Whon the troops arrived at Sone Re thev
Were a new unit to combet but when they departed, a scent two months later,
they Were seasoned combat veterans s With the beeinning of sn outstsndine combet
record which they were to continue in the future,

As soon 2s the battle was ended the Scuadron received the movement order
to return to Rien Hoa, Agrin the souedron loaded onto C~130's and made the
short flight to Bien Moz, The stzy at Rien Hoa proved to be 2 very short one as
plans were Immediately made to send the souadron Fearth, Their ecuipment was to
ke sent by sea and a1l persomel by air., The voint where they would link up
would be Da Nang, RVN, This linkup was accomvlished on 15 March 1948 and the
Squadron began the trip by road to Hue/FPhu Rai and Cemp Fagle, They Arrived
on 17 March after an all day trip and linked up with the forward clements,

The squadron begen to set up for operetions but apain their stey wes 2
short ope, On 20 March the scuadron was moved to 17 Pinky, some 5 KM Yorth of
Hue and the administrakive elemente moved to 12 Sally with the 2nd Prirode Moac-
ousrters, another 3 KM North of LZ Finky, 12 Pinky had been a staging area for
the VC/NVA during the Tet offensive and was full of bunkers , trenches, ctc,
However, tontact was very minimel during the sguadronts stav there and after
ten deys they again received word to move out. This time it was to Camp Evens,
located anproximately 15 KM Morth of Hue end 15 F¥ Sauth of Cusng Tri. The
Soutdron ares of operetion was to be alone the irfemous "Street of Jov", This
is the NI 1 higlway which runs throuch the area Yorth of Wue, horderinz on the

fulf of "iukin, whick wos immortalized by Permord Folls documwentary of the same
nanc. .

The squadron irmodiately beean combat uvperations in this A0, The first
few days proved fruitless but there wore definite sizns of the enemy ir tte
area. On the 20th of April, in a little villare called Coo Rang, the scuadror
finally found 2 portion of the enemy. When the battle wss over the YCATA had

left behind 33 doad and tre seuadron had captured 7 POW's. This wes the first
of several contacts in thet area which the cavelrymen sonn came to detest,

In the squadron A0 was a vital supply link, the A& IO bridee which sparmred
the Song Po river and carried the traffic of hishway 1, which consisted of num-
erous supply convoys moving Morth and South clong the important hishway, On
the evenings of the 24th and 25th of fpril the sovedror experienced light mor-
tar attacks and responded with artillery fire, which accounted for 12 enemv
drad. On the 27th of April a large epemy force was contacted in Cao Reng, just
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North of the bridge, and both "A" snd "B troops moved in to develop the contact.
Again, ITC Recton wes overhesd directing the squedron, evacustine wounded, recon-
ning by fire and pinpointing enemy locztions fg’r his eround troops. WPe wors #ssis-
ted by Mej Fred Crump, then Squadron 5-3, eond there were meny nichts thet these
and the other cevelry leaders went without sleep to expedite the mission, This
new contact netted the smuadron 4l enemy dead end 2 POW1s,

During the period 1 2nd 2 Mey, "AM spd "R troops fourd snd destroved 25
VC/NVA in the vicinity of Cao Peng. This was the third encounter in this aree
and the entire area wes Jevelled by bull dozers end roen plows to preclude furtver

concentrations in the bunker complexes., Thus ended the confromtations ot Ceo
Pa«ng.

On 5 May the scwsdron receivec 2n ureent call to proceed to L2 Chu, loceted
Just West of 17 Pinky. It developed irto & battle thet lasted all nisht lone ord
when davn came the enemy hed lost o1 more men, by body count, to the airborre
Cavalrymen., The 8cuadron, after this encounter, moved its bese of operations to
Cemp Eagle and the troops moved out to the coastal plains South of Yue, The iine
troops set up an LZ which wos to become- known as LZ'Forward. The srurdron TOC
moved to the district headruarters at Phy Thu, located just South of Fue. Tt wes
% new erea of operetions for »11 concerned and it did not tske long to find out
that the enemy Was there too. The first contsct come on 22 Yay neer the villacea
of le X Doie, located neer the bay of water which runs alone the coest in this
irea, A" Troop found the enemy and o cordon Wes ruickly thrown around the aves
with the help of the ARVM's, 2 sister infantry company, some Navy PrP!s and Ma~
rine tanks and AMTRACS. The results of this encounter were pheromenal 2s it
cnded with a body count of 163 VC/FVA for the entire tesk force. The cevalrymen
were responsible for the oneration and on 31 Vay the cordon wes terminsted 28 n
very successful mission, On the 24 of June, "A" Troop, during a sweep operstion,
2gain contected an estimpted enery bsttelion and enotber cordon was prevared,
Durirg the ensuing 12 deys 107 more of the enemy fell, neer the villoee of Viph
Phu, in the cavelrymen's curdon, These two highly successful operations, it was
later found out from intelligence sources, decimeted the V=4 and ¥=10 encemy bat-
tallons znd the 203rd NVA regimental headeurrters. As they had in the prst, the

airborne cavalrymen performed their mission to the utmost of their ahil ity and
carried out their motto of "Forward"!,

Cn the 25th of June, the cavalrymen bld farewell to their commander, 1I™C
Becton, and welcomed t“e new Seusdron Cormender, ITC Nebert B, Clark, TIT, to
the squadron, This proved not only to be A chenee of commanders, but a chence
of mission also, There had been many rumors about tre 10lst hecomine an airmo-
bile division, thereby making the seuadron an air cavalry scusdron with respon-
8ibilities throurhout the division mpea of operetion. In order to beein the
tronsition tre Scuadron, which had been utilized much zs an infantry battelion
during the precedine months, moved into the division base camp at Camp Hnele ard
prepared to receive the eir cavalry troop trey had so long awsited, The lire
troops still continued their patrolling and smbushing in the vicinity of Camp
Eagle but enemy contoct dropped considersbly during this period. The cavealrvmen
had 2 bit job to do in prepering their area to receive this new troop end meny
long hours went into the preparation of it. At 1l»st on 12 July the ~dvence
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party of "D¥ Troop, lat Sqdn, 13t Cav, arrived at Camp Bagle, They wers followed
on 24 July by the main body, On 25 July "p® troop began its in~country training
with the 10lst Air Assoult Helicoptor Battalion and remained in that status until
the 14th of fugust, The aero-rifle platoon of DY, 1/1 began their week of ine
country training at Camp Evans 2nd upon completion began combal operations naing
Camp Eaple as their base of o, crations, During this period contact was almost
nil and thorefore the squadroit's body count tapered off congiderably and would
continue to do so for the next thres months., On 20 Awgust "DV troop, terminating
their in-country training, was now combat ready, From 1, August until 30 Septem-—
ber the squadron flew 32 combat assaults, 20 snatch missions, 87 light fire tean
M 1gsions and 256 aero-recon missions, Even though the squadron aggressively one-
deavored to find the hostile forceu, contact was slight and the body count for
the entire period was only 58 VC/NVA, During tae following month (October) the
squadron flew 185 aero-racon misslons, 11 snatch missions, 62 light and heavy fire
tean missions and 14 conbat assaults with almost no contact within the souadron’s
area of operation, The numerous heliborne missions coupled with extensive COmpa
ny and platoon size operations ouly netted 24 VC/HVA within the division's ares
0f operation, On October 19" the squadron received nine new Luey "Cobras! which
replaced the "Charlie models as gunships for the gquadron.

Even though the squrdron persisted in its efforts to find and engage the en-
oty the months of Nove ™ ar and December saw only 12 minor contacts which resulied
in 59 VC/UV4 %2illed anc & teken prisoner, However, as a result of its efforts to
£ind the eneuy, Whe squadron uncovered and emfiscated many caches of rice and
weapoinig, In addition, many bunkers and other senctuaries used by the enemy werc
destroyed or damaged, The squadron also flew 1,193 asro-recon sorties, 52 snateh
sorties, 1,168 fire toam sortles and 774 combat assault sorties,

The arrival of Dacember also brought the arrival of a new Squadron Jormander.

LTC #5illian 1, DeLoach relieved:LTC Clar: on 3 December and the squadran looks
Farwan] +0 ysieator achiovemants under his londership in 1969,
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