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Chapter 1: Heraldry 

 

a. Unit Patch: Drawing and explanation attached as Appendix I. 

 

b. Recapitulation of History: 

1. Constituted 23 September 194" in the Army of the United States as 

the 2043d Quartermaster Truck Company, Aviation. 

 

2. Activated 1 October 1942 at Tonopah Army Air Base, Nevada 

 

3. Inactivated 19 January 194^ in India 

 

4. Converted and redesignated 1 August 1946 as the 2043d Transportation 

Corps Truck Company (Aviation) 

   

5. Redesignated 27 September 1966 as the 201 st Aviation Company and 

alloted to the Regular Army 

 

6. Activated 25 March 196? at Fort Bragg, North Carolina 

 

7. Campaign Participation Credit: 

 

World War II-EAMa 

 

Maple s-Foggia 

 

Rome-Arno 

 

World War II-AP 

 
India-Burma 

 

Chapter 2. Unit Background: During 1963, the 201st Aviation Company  

 

Was responsible for providing aviation support for the Commanding  

 

General,First Field Forces, Vietnam and his staff. This mission was  

 

Accomplished with a total of 4 U-21A (UTS) aircraft and 7 UH-1H  

 

(irouois) helicopters. 

 

The Two OH-6A (Cayuse) helicopters assigned were utilized for  

 

training and unit missions. Aggregate mission support required  

 

23,147 combat sorties and 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



10,783 combat flying hours. The total combat load for the year  

 

consisted of 62,461 passengers and 536 tons of cargo. A large  

 

percentage of these passengers were VIP's. On numerous occasions  

 

aircraft of the 201st were selected to transport visiting  

 

dignitaries, ranging from Heads of State to famous movie or  

 

stage personalities. 

 

The U-21 aircraft possessed an all-weather capability, which  

 

proved to be a very valuable asset, The professionalism of the  

 

201st aviators soon earned the unit the reputation of being the  

 

finest army passenger service unit in Vietnam. The call sign 

 

 "Red Baron” became a password which instilled confidence in all 

 

who came in contact., either as a passenger or as an air traffic 

 

controller. 

 

The General Officers who utilized 201st aircraft consistently  

 

Offered exuberant praise for the performance of the aviators and  

 

Aircraft. Many of the helicopter missions of the 201st were for  

 

transportation of personnel to Cam Ranh Bay for DEROS, R&R or 

 

emergency leave. This service provided a terrific morale boost  

 

to all personnel in the Nha Trang area. Other helicopter  

 

missions were for site and route reconnaissance. On 21 June 1968  

 

the 58th Aviation Detachment was attached to the 201st and 

 

reassigned from Qui Nhon to Nha Trang, This movement provided an 

 

additional 2 U-21A airplanes, 1 UH-1H, and 1 UH-1D helicopter.  

 

The additional aircraft and personnel were a valuable asset and   

greatly increased the unit's capabilities. One UH-1H helicopter  

 

and it's crew was positioned at Qui Nhon to provide continuing  

 

support for the Commanding General of the Qui Nhon Support  

 

Command. 

 

See Appendix II Performance Data 

 



the reputation of the 20lst Aviation Company spread throughout Vietnam 

 

and aviation personnel from other units all over the country extended their 

 

tour for reassignment to the 201st.  At present, tour extendees comprise 

 

approximately 40% of total personnel. The unblemished reputation enjoyed by 

 

the unit is indicative of the high spirit and morale of its members. 

 

During November 1968 the 201st Aviation Company was presented a safety 

 

citation for the six month period of January through June 1968.2 

 

Chapter 3. Command and Control 

 

a. Major Commanders and their period of assignment 

 

1. Major Thomas L, Williamson  25 March 1967 - 5 February 1968 

 

2. Major Louis J, Stadler   5 February 1968 - 29 August 1968 

 

3. Major Ray A.O Young    29 August 1968 - Present 

 

b. Unit organisation: See Appendix IV. 

 

C. Major Subordinate Units: The 58th Aviation Detachment (Support) attached. 

 

Chapter 4. Reflections 

 

a. Unit member killed in action 

 

GREENE, LLOYD E. JR., SP5-E5, RA51907257 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. See Appendix III Safety Citation 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

1. The shield represents the unit role in defense of our nation and  

 

it's principles. Transportation of key personnel during planning  

 

stages permits consummation of effective military actions. 

 

2. The black background serves to highlight the distinctive red,  

 

Yellow and white markings. 

 

3. "201st AVN CO." is the common unit designation. 

 

4. "Red Barons" is the adopted nickname and tactical call sign of the unit. 

 

5.  The nap of Vietnam indicates the area covered by the 201st during normal 

 

operations in support of the Commanding General, First Field Forces, Vietnam. 

 

6. The red and yellow colors represent the national colors of the Republic 

 

of Vietnam, in whose defense we participate. 

 

7. "AIR SUPPORT" is the primary mission of the 201st Aviation Company. 

 

8. "VIETNAM" is depicted in an Asiatic style to show our participation in 

 

a conflict on Asian soil. 



 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


