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IT  CrGANIZATION:

A, TO&: The 25th Avistion Hattalion is currently organized under
TO& 1-758, 1-76k, 1-775, and 1-78L dated 15 July 1963, ard as amended by
General Crder Nuwber 4, headquarters, United States Amy Facific, dated
6 January 1966. A4 modification Tlm to the i Series wes submitted for
approval to Hewdquerters, United States Lrmy Vietram for approval in July
1966, but was subsequently returned with instructions to await receipt of
the new G Series 10w being published for units in the Infantry Division.
The G Series 10t wes received by this Headquarters in Cctober 1966 and after
careful study, an ilCu to the G Series T(w wus submitted for approval to
Hg, USawV on 19 Jenuary 1967, ’

B, Coumand and Staff: Tie following is a suary of personnel occupying
Couwand and Staff positions during 1966:

1., Comnumanding Officer, 25th awn bn:
a. LIC Sauwmel F, hkalagian, 1 Jan 66 - 10 Apr 66
b. laj George J, Young, 11 Apr 66 - 17 Apr 66
¢. L1G Ldward P. Davis, 18 Apr 66 - 31 Dec 66

2. Comuanding Officer, Hhb, 25th Awn bn:
a. Cpt Hrwett F, Johnson, 1 Jan 66 -~ 30 Apr 66
b. Cpt Daniel h, Leonard, apr 66 - 27 Jun 66
¢ waj Hobert T. Cuiry, 28 Jun 66 - 10 Sep 66
d. kaj Cnarles C. rursley, 11 3ep 66 - 16 Dec 66
e. bLaj David L, Hall, 17 Lec 66 - 31 bec 66

3, OCownanding Ofiicer, Co 4, 25th.Awm &n:
a. bhaj fobert ¥, keKiney dr,, 1 Jan 66 - L kay 66
b, =aj srnest G, wlliot, 5 kay 66 -~ 4 Jul 66
c. kaj Hughey L. weston, 5 Jul 66 - 31 Uec 66

Lo Cowwanding Gfficer, Co b, 25th swm in:

a. baj James u, Vance, 1 Jan 86 - 21 hAug 56
b. bkaj wobert F, Huntington, 22 4ug 66 - 3L Uec 66

5. Battalion Staff:
a,  axecutive Officer:

(1) baj wugene }. Taizer, 1 Jan 66 - 27 Jun 66
(2) Laj George J. Young, 26 Jun 66 - 31 Dec 66
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Gorcon and the Vielory dhip mast Hills was completed on 16 karch, Ufficers
and wmen of the ~w' bn ewbarked on thé USS5 Gordon during the vvening of 16
Merch and the long journey across the racific got under way in the early
hours of the 17th, As much traiming as possiile was conducted on board the
Ust Gordon, however cramped cuarters and insufiicient training space avail~
able for the wany units ewmbarked, linited training to only the nost vital
subjecta. The US> Gordon ariived in Vietrnaw weters on 31 L.rch; however due
to the fectical situstion existing in the area of Vung Tau, disenhrking -
was not to take place until the worning of 2 april, ‘lhe Advance rarty of
tie 25th aviation baitalion departed Hawaii via Air Force al C-124 &ircraft
on 21 Larch a.riving at Tan Son khut 4z on 25 harch, The Advance Farty
immediately moved to the Lase Caup of the 25th infantry Division at Cu Chi
and began preperations to receive the wnain body., fthey also began the task
of construction of the un operational complex ami living quarters,

AFWIL: On the moming of 2 April the 12in body of troops of the 25th
Avn Bn debarked the USo Gordon and caue ashore at Vung Tau to the strains
-of martial nusic proviaed by the U.S, army Land. Troogs were innediately
loaded on 23 ton trucks ard transported to the air strip at Vung Tau where
Air Force (-130 aircraft were waiting to shuttle thew to Yan Son Nhut Air A
wase, Furtler transportation to the Cu Chi sase Canp was provided by CH-47
(Chinook) helicopters., ‘he nain body closed at Cu Chi in the late afterhoon
of 2 kpril,
- Yhe first several nights at Cu Chi weve spent in pup tents, however
tent kits and tents general prupose, redium, were «vailsble and corstruction
of what wus to becone the perrnanemt Awn cwn living area was soon in progress,

The 175th sviation Co.pany (airnobile Light) which was destineu to be
recesignated Co 4, 25th Awn obn airived at the port of Vung Tau on 9 april,
‘throusis pricr coordination with the 1l:ith iviation Group, arrvangersnts were
made for aviztors of the 175th Awn Co to procecd to various host units in-
country to receive orientation andg vraining, Crew newbers of the 175th pro-
ceedec direcily to the host units frow Vung Yau wiile reainder of the unit
wes alrlifted to Cu'Chi, lLiaintenance personnel of the Awn in and Co B
teaned up with the naintenaice personnel of thie 175th »wn Co'to begin the
iebhodical depreservation of the 27 UH-1D's and o UH-1C's (armed helicopters).
belonging to the Awn bn which had also arrived at Ving kau, Amament kits
were installed, the aircraft test flown and weapons test rired prior to
delivery to the In at Cu Chi, ' ‘

neéveral aircrews of Co b also conwenced in-country training with the
gun platoons of the 66th aviation Coupany at Vung Tau on 3 A pril, The renain-
der of the arued helicopter crews reported to Soc lrang and Vinh Long on 16
april for in~courtry trainiug with the 1lhth, 4/1Clst, 121st, and A/502d
aviation Uoupanies, A1l crew uewbers veceived their baptisw of fire particip-
ating in several operational combat assaults frou cong e in the ventral
Highlands to Vi Tuanh in the kekong velta, ‘

Cn 26 Ayril all aircr.ws returned to Gu Chi Base Camp and begen unit



AL Lo b LHGUV Ll BLIOUG LI00OLS Were Lelded Salely anu no 1rcralv were Lost
to eneny fire is a tribute to the proficiency and L,.ealCd.'DlOn w1th which aray
avizvion is doing tine jJob tnroubhout Vietnan,

Upceraiion whllislw terudnated on 27 hay witi: the 25th Aviation Battalion
extracting elenents of the lst ard 2nd cns, 27th 1nf frow two pickup zones
northeast of Trang Bang and retumirg them to the Uivision base Camp at Cu
Chi, No hostile ground fire was received during the extraction,

As the mo.th of lay closeo, there was no doubt that the aviation Bavtalion
had been combat tested and had passed with flyiig colors. In two sho:t months,
the bailtalion hed organized, equipped, vrained for, and had achieved the goal
of providing effective avietion sugport to the vivision. Proud of their a e oMP-
lishments : yet saddened by their losses, the uen of the sviation uattallon :
prepared with zrin deteruination for the mouths ashead, ‘

JUn:  June was characterized by the 25th avistion bBattalion's mriicip-
ation in many operstions conducted by units of the bivision, The na jority of
these opeiations were staged out of the Cu Chi base Camp and wes e directed to-
ward driving the Viet Uong frow the agriciltural arecas of Hau Nghia Frovince
and the reestablishuent of governuental control., Joint operations involving
airmobile assaults with aunVl troops were concucted for the first time, This
wes also the Division's first venture into the nission of pacification, a
mission thati was again ably supported by the nviation wattalion,

Within the Aviation datc.lion, June maiked the cvstablishment of an effect-
ive flight following lacility, and asirciews of the mattalion and su portaing
aviztion companies soon caué to iely on the familisr woices of "Clipper Control®,

June also saw an increased operational capability with the ecuipping of
a UE-1D aircraft of b Co with a searchlight and 50 cal nachine sun H r the
purpose of perforuing night interaiction missions on Viet Cong controlled
vaterways ard l'm.gm&vs.

A Fathfinger uvetachnent was organized to assist the aviation Battalion
to stage both troop 1lifts, troop extiactions nc resupply operations at the
wase Camp and field locations, 'Ihe Detac.ient was manned by voluntier air-
borne qualified and conbat experienced infantrywent frow ground um.ts of the
bDivision,

iAfter a short trdlmng period with established Fethfinder Detachuents
1n—country they wasted little tiwe "iiproving their effectiveness by increas—
ing the _)awallon s ablllty to stape an;y type of airmobile orcration day or
night,

L night airlift capab 111ty was also realized b the aviation Batialion
during the nonth of June, Irogressive Lraining to achieve this capability
began on 20 kay with individual crew proficiency training, oubsequent train-
ing developed night foruotion technigues to be used while enroute s approach
to, and departure frow larding zones, These téchnigues were practiced by the
actual vpositioning of loc.1l ambush mtrols durine twilicht rerinds



As a result of the numerous "Eagle Flights", resuprplv end medical evacuste
ion missions into known areas of hostile sround fire, the number of sround fire
incidents climbed to 109, with 33 of these incidents resulting in hit damage
to aircraft, '

July proved to be a trying month for the Aviation Battalion, as maint-
enance personnel strugeled to keep an accertable number of aircraft flvine to
meet mission recuirenents, A combination of battle demase and an accumulation
of insrection requirements taxed the naintensnce carebility to the limit,
however as the month closed, the Battalion was still) providine effective survort
to the Division, :

AUTUST:  August was ushered in with a larpe corbat asssult controlled by
the 25th Aviation Eattalion in support of operction KCKC FIAD. - Cn 1 Aupust,
the 2nd En, 27th Inf was 1lifted into a landing zone east of Trung lap on the
southern edge of the Hobo "oods to exploit an early mornine P-52 strike,
Comranies A znd B of the Aviation Mattalion were joined by the 6fth, 116th _
and A/501st Aviztion Companies for another sssault of a heavily fortified Viet
Cung Besg Area,

Low cloud ceilings caused all flight elements to have to rroceed the
landing zone at lov altitude and the expected heavy enemy ground fire wes re-
ceived, Alilough all ground troors were landed safelv, the departing flieht
elements came urer intense and extrerely accurate fire, Flight routes were
varied on succeeding lifts and the pround fire rerained interse, OCf the 50
aircr: ft involved in the overation, 23. received hits, two of the aircraft being
forced to land nesr Da Tvoi in the Iron Triensle where they again came under
enery grournd fire., O crew wember from the 62th Avn Co was killed durine the
‘operation and a total of eicht from 21l particivatine units were wounced,

D.ring the oreration, low ceilings forced the R-ttalion commend and
control helicorter flown by TTC Z-ward T, Davis, Pn CC, and Yaj Clarles R,
Sandidge Jr., Bn S-3 to flv at dangerously low altitudes to direct the operat-
ion. Their aircraft also received hit damage and durine the avrproach to the
Cu Chi Ajirfield at the termination of the mission, tail rotor control failure
ws experienced,’ LTC D.vis succeeded in lardine the aircraft with no further
dard ge. ~

After repeated friendly operations in the Filhol Pitntation and the Fo To
Woods, Viet Cong anti-aircreft fire continued to he a serious threst to heli-
copter employment, in that area,

The remainder of the month wes devoted to rroviding support to the Div-
ision on orerations CANMU, TAVANIA and ATEA, Op dperation OAFU, the 1st Brigade
Trsk Force entered a novr area of orerations by securine and defending the
location for the new base camp of the 196th Lisht Infantry Prigade which was
soon to arrive in country, Cperation I/AHANIZ and AIUA inwlved the 2nd En,
27th I+f and 1st ®n, 27th Inf respectively in orerations desiesmed to further

clear Viet Ceng forces from the ¥au Nehia Frovince, Tle Aviation Rattalion



L T N T N R R I At - g

called north again to ascist a C vil Irregular Defernse r‘r'mu}:u Commeny who had

been surrounded bv an estirated two comranies of Viet Cecng since early afternoon.
The CI'G Cempany had suffered manv casualties and was now recuvesting medical
evacustion and reinforcerent., The Little Pears, known for their proficiency in
night operctlons were called uron to rerform the mission, Frior to their arrival
in the 2en Soi area, LTC D:vis, Awn Bn CC, assisted by members of the Fathfinder
Detach:zent, hed effected the necessary coordlna‘clon, and wes airtorne in a Comrand
and Control helicorter to direct the operation,

Without hesitation and with their usual rrefessicnsl commetence, the Tittle
Rear flight cuickly comnleted the troonr lift and medical evacuvetion into an un-
known and unlichted larding zone without incident. ‘Zthoueh enemy fire was re-
ceived none of the aircraft were hit,

For the first time since arrival in countrv the Aviation Pst' alion wes re~
ouired to esteblish a Forward Conrand Fost to suprort the e~tension of Overstion
ATTIEZCRO into the Viet Cong stronchold of “ar Zone C., Troop 1ift and combat
assaults were controlled by the 145th Aviation B.ttalion, while the comnlex task
of coordinating aerial resupply to 2ll of the ta ctlcal units engaged in the »ur-
suit phases of ATTIE ’"C‘%C was given to the 25th ! v:Lstlon R-ttalion. Through the
outstanding efforts of ¥:j Clarles R, Szndidge, Pn S-3, 173 dJomes "itts, 'sst S..3,
and Crt Juhn R, Gontt, Co: runications Officer, aerial resumﬂv amounting to
tons of ce rgo, was ﬂrovmed daily to the units scattered throurshout War Zone C.

The men comrrising the Forward Command Fost element of the Aviation Battalion
enjoyed their Thanksgivine Dinner under the sunny skies of Tay Ninh,

Aircraft of the R:=ttalion flew a total of 2,673 hours during the month of
November, the high for the vear, while Viet C\rm fire oromoer* to a low of 17
incidents with only two aircraft receivine hit

DIEC™T FET:  Diacerber 1946 closed out the first ten months . of combat for the
hviation Bottalion., Ozerations returned to » more norral reltern of combab
surrort as the Division again returred to cormduct omerations in Fau Nrhia Province
near the Cu Chi Rase Camn, and also in Long An Frovince qouthwest of Sairon,
Several larege scale alrmoblle operations were controlled by the & Aviation Pattal-
ion for the A4th "n, 9th Inf (¥ anchu) in the Pinh Chanh ares, Ext nsive plaming
preceded the accomrlishment of those overstions since thev were amone the first
to be conducted with U.S, Troors in that area, On several occasions in the
past, U,S, hellco“ter commanies carrving ARV Troovrs had received intense ground
firey rf—sultlng in extensive ecuivment darage and casualties in this same area.
1‘owever, all orerations conducted during the month in the Binh Chanh arrca wer:
succeesful and very little fire was encountered. ‘

Cne of the most significant orerations eccomhllsk*ed durine the morvth of -
December was a night 1ift of Co €, 2nd Bn, 27th Inf into a landing zone north
of Bao Trai between 0148 and 0255 hours on the mornine of the 19th, All flisght
elenents of Co A excorted b~ Co B received fire as theyv rade two llfts into the
lc,nmng zone snd subseruent feints into two false lopding zones. Afgain no hits
were talen as Viet Cong punners seem to have difficulty with accuracy sfter dark,



Lir Medal for Heroisn

kaj wdward B, Bookren, Co A Cpt Delmer H, Livengood, Co A
kaj Lewllyn A&, Brown, Co 4 Cpt Terry P, kix, Co A
haj Victor J, Buttner, Co A Cpt Rebert P, Mocre, Co 4
haj Glenn T, Feilke, Co & Cpt Joel k, Price, Co A
haj Robert Grunduan, Co A4 Cpt Jackson Schultz, Co A
Mej David R, Hall, HHD 1Lt Fdwin R, Cawherd, Co A
kaj Rayuwond F, Huntington, Co B 1Lt Denjarin Crebtree, Co A
hej Leslie A, Layne, HHD 11t Charles L, Kendall, Co A
Maj William kurdock, Co 4 1Lt Curtis Lenders, Co A
Maj Jack R, Rollinger, Co A 1Lt Robert €, lacWilliams, Co &
kaj Janes R, Vance, HHD 1Lt Jirmy D, Lowry, Co L
haj Ronsld C, Vines, Co B CW03 Robert H, Iwarasa, Co A
Cpt James M, Gass, Co B CW03 Paul L, Shew, Co B
WOl Thouas C, Hutchins, Co 4 WOl John T, Stephens, Co 4
S5G Sapuel J, haddern, Co L Sph Jenes B, Harris, Co A
S3P6 Lennie F, Wilson, Co B Spl Rcbert E, Johnson, Co A
SSG Denald W, Brown, Co A Sph Thouas kajerchin, Co A
Sgt John 4, Rhodes, Co B Sph4 Richard O, Nash, Co B
Sgt Lowson K, Pilkinton, Co A Splh Sentitos korales, Co A
Sp5 Williaw. Mk, Jchnson, Co B Sph Edward .., O'Toole, Co A
Sp5 Bryan M, Ferd, Co 4 Sph Nick Pepe, Co A
Sp5 Hobert E, Suith, Co A Sph4 Clifton Prince, Co B
Sp5 Johny i, Wilbur, Co 4 Sph Lorry R. Roschella, Co L
Cpl lioneld D, Stegall, Co L Spy Terry R, Shely, Co A
Cpl Janes L, Wilkes, Co 4 Sph Joel D. York, Co &

 Sph Lonnie E, Chavis, Co A Sph kicheel Drennon, Co 4

Lruy Coumendation Medal for Hercism

kaj Glenn T, Feilke, Co i Sp5 Samuel Cannon, Cc L4

Cpt Jeres 3, Kelly, Co A Sp5 Johny A, Wilbur, Co A
Cpt Janes k, Gass, Co 4 - Sp4 Terry 4, Hezth, Co A

1Lt Richard L, Healy, Co A Spl Benjarin R, Parsons, Co A
1Lt Walter R, hace, Co A Sp4 Heruan B, Preddy, HHD
WOl Dennis l, Jungblut, Co A Sph Alphonso Trujille, Co A

Sp5 Janes D, Llexarder, Co A
VIII, CONCLUSICN:

The 25th iviaticn Battalion haos comnleted its first year of successful
conbat operations in suppert of the 25th Infantry Division in the Republic
of Vietnan, The year wes rarked by hard work, hong hours s brief periods of
enjoyrent and relaxation, and by joy arnd sorrow alike, The men who served
with the 25th Aviation Battalion during 1966 cen feel justly proud of the
effort they contributed in crder for the Battalicn to accomplish its missicn.
The uotto of the 25th Aviation Battalion "Lele Mahou No No Puali" peaning
"We Fly For the Troops" hes been upheld in the finest traditions of the United
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