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281st ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY

The origin of the 28lst Assault Helicopter Compeny in Viet-

nam began with the 145th Airlift Platoon of the 145th Aviation
—Battalion which arrived in this theater during 1964, and wag
statloned at PHAN TEIET, RVN, in support of Speciasl Forces oper-
ations in that area. The platoon moved to NHA TRANG and was
assigned to the 52nd Aviation Batialion on § January 1965 to pro-
vide aviation support to Headquarters, I Fileld Forces, Vietnai,
Cn 25 December 19€5, the unit was assigned to the 10th Aviation
Battalion by General Order Number 256, Headquarters, USARYV, dated
30 December 1655, In early February, the 145th Airlift Platoon
and the 6th Aviation Platoon, 171st Aviation Company were combined
"into 2nd Plabtoon, 17l1st Aviation Company per General Order Number
4, Headquarters, 12th Aviation Group, dated 25 January 1965, The
misslon of the 2nd Platoon, 17l1st Aviatlon Company was to provide
hellcopter support as dirscted by 5th Special Forces Group (ABN)
with headgquarters at NHA TBRANG, RVN, The 28lst Aviation Company
(AML) was activated by General Order Number 318, Headquarters,
Third U.S. Army, dated 7 Octoder 1965, This order activated the
company headquarters; service platoon; 499th Signel Detachment;
and the 483rd Transportation Detechment for the 28lat Avietion
Company (AML)., The advance party of this unit arrived in Vietnanm
on 23 May 1966, and the main body closed at NHA TRANG on 4 June
1966, The company recelved the assets and assumed the mission of
the 2nd Platoon, 171lst Aviation Company per General Order Number
27, Headquarters, 17th Aviation Group, dated 14 July 1966,
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