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1. Operations:
|

"‘. 1 Aumust 1966, found Co. ., £2nd fiviation Rattalimm in Rien "oa
after terminsting support of the 173rd u::.rborne Rrigade's Oneration Aurorae IT
on 31 July, Extensive post-operation aireraft meintensnce wes in mrocess,
end rocov_ﬂcd parts of the company's crashed Cowboy 571 were flown to Come
Rf"zl(‘)l Bay f"Sr inspection to determine ctuse of the fatal 2ccident of 27 Jusy
19 ‘

. On 2 August 1966, Company A held en Lwerds and Docorstims
Ceremony in the company arca, The Company Commender, Major Johnson, pine-
ned awards on 26 members of the commany. In the afternorn the Cowboys,
with Falcon cover, lifted tronps of Ath Bettalion, 503rd Infantry, 173rd
Lirborne Brigade into the loccl TAOR in summort of Operation Uniontown,
Later in t;tc cflernorn pilots flew to Vung Teu to ferrv UH-1D's 902 £nd
910 to Bicn Foa as replacements for UH-1D's 735 end 571 destroved mm Opere
ation nuroﬁ“ II.

‘ .
¢. From 3 Ausust 1964 until 9 Aueust 1966, nmpé‘mr . emntinued
to support the Brigade in Overetion Unimmtown and "—’rcvn_dcd aireraft fer
Lonz Ronge Rcconnu:\.sq.ancc Patrnl Trainine, Trainine of the LRPPls consis..
ted of nractice in methods of infiltrotins fnd exfiltreting wirols in enn-
my territory. The new "Polmer Snatch", renpelline and rone 174dor methads
were practiced., On the ofternonn of 5 "urust the Felems with 173rd Avin-
timn Plotorn put on & fire power demonstration in "er Zone D for the new wnit
commanders ‘mthln the brigede,

cl. On 10 Jugust, the 173rd iirborne Brigade opened a sefrch and
destroy operation Eost of Xuen Loe. Lebelling the operation, Toledo, the
Brigade Headquérters moved into positimm Castile at the bese of e ‘Ray
tiountain, with the Cowboys suvmorting from Xusn Loc airfield,




@i Tho Cowboys on 13 ‘urmust with cloments of the L45th Avietion
Battalion ]Jifted 1/503 and 4/503 into LZ Grenada in sunmot of Omerotion
Teoledo, ..t‘ aymroximately 2000 hours, Cowhov overztions &t Xuen-Loc received
a calt thot a "Dyst OfeM helicopter wes missing nerr LZ frenade, Oantain
Wayne Davis and Lt, Fred Zabersky tork Cowbovw 67i+ on & rescue mission
through d'*r}dnesq anc marainal wenther, The crowchicf of the "Tust Off" wos
found and rescued nd elements of 2/503 wore directed to tho erash site,

fo On 14 lusvst, the Cewhav's 1ifted 2n “RVY unit from 'n Toe to
a position E’“qt of Cogtile in sunoart of Operrtion Toledo,

g. On 16 Jvgust Felemn 26, M jor Williem *acPheil, flvine & TR
armed with & new chemicrl dispersing unit made 2 €3 run m » lacehion sus—
pected to be horboring 1oree VG units. e 5% wos effoctive As Frlem 76
tock four(4) hits, Irmedimtely ofter soreving, the Folems struch the Area
with their m chine guns, rockets &nd grenades,

h. In the late afternoen of 17 lugust, an O 138 Cagper i;lg lost
power and settled into the trees in 2 small L2 ne?r posmt:.on Granada, '!‘here
were no J.ngirles and the aircraft was repeired and flown to Bien Yoo on 1%
ugust, i

i, On 20 .ugust 1966, Feleon 26 wes slightly wounded on another
successful €3 mission. Cowbor 567 wes forced down by an engine eomphrtment
fire at posb;t.:.on Cestile. OSeveral crewchiefs in the LZ quickly extinguished
the fire saving the cirer ft #nd mreventing injury to the crow,

j\ On 21 sugust, Mejor Clark and %aptein Reeves mede #n emergenc_v
extraection of an LRRP being chased be the Vlot Cong, There w?s not 2 suit-
able LZ ave b.‘l_a ble. The "Palmer Snateh wis emmloyed for the first time Wy the
Cowboys undcr combhat econditions,

lﬂ. On 22 ilugust, the Cowhovs with F2leon enver lifted 360 U.9,
end 180 .RVN troops in support of Operrtisn Toledo, The XD System (Mortar
Leris] Dal:wnrv) doployed from & UH~IB of the 173rd ‘viatirn Pletomn
attacled pogitions in sy Zons D' where Viet Cong eloments hed be-n sightod.

145th ‘wviction Battalion, lifted clements of tho 173rd Lirhorno ?r:.p' de ~s
Oneration Toledo turns to the Southesst in pursuit of the Viet fen~., Just
past nomn thf‘ Sowboys were beginning resunply of slements of the Prigrde
Cowboy 671 \h?d in engine failure And wis Putoratetad Wy Santfin Mrov Reeves
into ¢n omen field twn miles South of Xuan Toac. There were no injuries and
the airernft wos Llifted to Blen Hoa by CH-47.

IF During the merning of 23 lueust, the Cormeny, worlking with the

nﬁ On 24 jugust 1966, 356 troop of the 173rd wn., Rde., were lifted
in sumnort of Toledn. The (‘mwbovq 're 2lerted for overnight stand-bw to
1ift a reaction force for the Prigrde,

ni. On 29 rugrst, & UH-1B reccived one hit in suvport of Operation
Toledo. There were no injuries 2nd onlv incident demage to the zircraft,




0, The month of ‘ugust closed with the Gowbsvs cont inuing to
support Operation Toledo in the dense jungle 3outh of Xuan Loc.

STATISTICS FOR 777 I"OHTH OF ..UGUST

OH-13 UH-1B(4) UH=1B UHw1D Totel

Sorties - 396 431 309 3021 LL57
Hours 292 398 187 1228 2105
Pax 5 4355
Cargo (tonsj 242

sdreraft Hiﬂs 7

2., TRAINING:

The training time this month wes devoted to familicrizing the
pilots and crews of the UH-1D's with the Long Renee Reconnaissance Prtrnl
infiltration ond exfiltration toeties. Often these pitrols ~re plreed in nr
removed from locetioms roquiring reppelling, use of rope ladders or use
of the "Polmer Snatch," The "Palmer Snitch® is an emergenéy exfiltrotion
method cnerofied from & helicopter hevering over the fungle, ! Iength of
rope is lowered from the helicopter to the troops on the Jungle floor, ™he
troops are hooked onto the rope by 2 Swiss Scat and » Chest Harness, Tho heli-
copter hovers straight up until the trooms are cloar of the trees, 2nd flvs
to the necrest seccure lending arca, .11 the methods wore mracticed and studied

3. AWLRDS XD DHCORATIONS : (PRTPLD BY Sp/h ticheel A, Do Marco)

RANEK NLLE AWARD
Hador - GIBBOMS, Bruce H, D.F.C.
Ceptain OVERHCLSFR, William H, B.3. ACM "y
Captain PITCH.RD, Donald G. B.S. BAM
35GT TILLEY,. Rosco ‘C. B.S,

Sp/h KOZIOL, Theophil J. A mym
Sp/h PLATT, Richerd W, L3 "y BANM
Major COCHRAI!, Bruce 3. BLYM

Me jor VICTCR, Henry J, BLM
Captain REEVES, Troy Jr, BAM
Captain ALBRECHT, Richerd D, BAM

1/£t EEASLEY, Lonnie S, BAM

1/1t MURRLY, George W. Jr, BL.M

CWi DRF, Harold 4, BiM

CWO RICT RDSON, Harold F. BAM

WO JONE3, Kenneth R, B

WO ¥C CCRMAC II, Gordon B




NORTON, Deniel S, BAM
: STOUNT, Charles I, BAM Logr tym
1o LT, Clarenco R. BAK
o S NDRS, Gery . B
70 BiSNEY, Ronald .. BLM
10 CH °E, Robert L, B PLH,
365G REN'ZY, James RLM
39/5 PTIE, Dovis S, AT
Sp/5 LUC.3, Delbvert G, BiIT
Sp/5 EMERICL, Thomes J, B
Sp/5 COCTER, Homer 4, BAl
Sp/5 FERR.LL, Frenk V., e
Sp/5 ROBERTS, Curtis Bl
Sp/5 PAYMNE, lelvin L. © BAN
OE/S LAIPLN, Richard R, Rl
Sn/5 L'RSQN, Larry B
Sp/h NELSON, Gary M, BAL;
Sp/l BRECHT, Willien C. BLY*
Sp/k BELL,Philip G, BAM
SP/A TIPPEIT, Jerry W, B.Y
Sp/k PATTERSON, Richard G. B
Sp/k INGLES, Michael J, B'M
Sp/L LUNECK'S, Peter T.
Sp/b NORRIS, Mickel J. BAM
Pfc KEIL, David A, B'M
Pfe PRICE, Lerrvy D. 3!
Pfc EPSTEIN, Lewis D, BAM
Pfe LNTHONY, Everett BA”
Pfc FINKTLLA, Aleén J. RLY
Pfc PIKE, Jommn V, PAIe
Pfe JLOESQM, Walter Q. BT
Pfe EBY, Benny E, R
Pfe HAN3H, David 1., PAM AQH
ch FREMNCH, - Ray B
Sp/5 SCIUINZ,: Kurt. B, ACM
Sp/5 SH'IZIR, John R. L
WO DUM.S, Robert W. P.H.
WO GRI3H USER, .nthony dJ. oo

L. c;@-fP.‘.mY “RE. .

donstruction énd beautificetion mrojects continued in the Company
arec, Tho Officers, under the closc supervision of Major Vietor, put the
finishing touches on a Cowboy~Falcon~-Casper Lounge joining the prtios of
the D). The lounge will have o bar, TV, @ hand pvainted helicopter serisl
combit mural designed by 1/Lt. Joln Hoza and o Conpeny Of Ticers DERCS snop-
shot scquence,

The Lll-imericen club had its grand onening end is serving the
Enlisted ion Lith 2 ber, Lounge And day room, The club uilding also
houses a barber shop tnd = laundry which scrves the entire Conpeny.




5, CIVIL AFF.LIRS:

2. On 19 Lugust 1966 Company 4, "2nd .viation Dottalion, worling
hand in hend with the 39th ‘rtillery Rottoliecn, RVN » commletnd’ eonstruction
of & throe ¢lassrom schorl in Duc Tu District of Ngu Phuc rroe, Romblic
of Victnam, The school, now heing usec bWy the Vietnarese nennlo s WS
completed under direceticn of First licutensnts Suillot and Zaborsiar vwith
mny hours of hard, voluntary work by the en of the Cormpenyr,

Tho Vietnemese orphanage directly feross the strect from the
school project in Due Tu wns tretted to ~ »rty b the Cowbovs, Ford cnd
drinks were provided for the children ~nd staff of the orvhénzge, Mojor
Johnson, Commender of the Cowhoys, with 'ajor Victor end 1/It. Zabersky
attended the big narty to represent the Company and reworted thot the
party was a tremendous success,

The 25th tedical Detatchment of Company .. conbinued MEDGLP
operations ih Duc Tu District., In conjuction with the medicel worlk, articles
of food, millk end clothing were distributed to needy Viectnomese peonle.




HISTORT OF
325TH AVLOTION GOV MY (LIRMOBILE LIGHT)
173rd ldrborne Brigode: (Sepircie)
4P0 96250 San Troncisco, Colifornia

s

Septenber 1966 - througzh 30 September 1966

Premered
1/Lt GEORGE ¥, MURRLY

Lporoved By
ERUEST H, JOmmsoy

Major Infantry
Commanding

Herdquorters
173rd firborne Brigade- (Separate)
4PO 96250 3an Froneisco, California




335TH AVLTIGY O PNY (L1T-LT)
173rd idrborne Brigede (Scparstc)
PO 96250 San Freneiseo, Crlifornin

AVEE-AL ‘ 1 October 1966

TO: Corm~nding Officer
335th iwiction Corpeny (iml-Lt)
173rd Adrborne Brigode (Seperste)
LPO 96250 San Francisco, Colifornia

I, OPER TICHS:

¢e The 335th Aviation Company (Lril-Lt) continued to support into Sep~
tember the l?Brd wirborne Brigade (Seperate) on 2 serrch one destror ongre-
“im lobelled Tolede heing conducted necr Xumn Loc, Republic of Vietnocn,
-ight Cowboys with Falcon sunport flew four comh i assfyults ns the Pora-
troops scorchedeout the Vict Ceng.

b, The second of September found the Cowboys ond Taleons with elemonts
of the 145th lviati~n Battalion 1ifting 354 troons of tho Briprde in a
massive heliborne asssult. Sowboy 902 Iotded with troons lost mower on
deprrture from LZ Washington and wos autorototed, Demage was suffered to
the tail boom and tail rotor., 902 was evocutted to Dien Hon by CH-47,

c. The Cowboys » Felcms, ond Cospers from 3 through 6 Septembor Sup~
ported the 173rd Airborne with rosupply, courier service, reconnaissance,
comrénd Tnd l@aison ond ~ericl fire sunport.

d. - The 7th of 3eptember marked the terminstion of Overation Toledo as
the 335th led three cirmobile commonies in lifting the nerotron-ers from
the overations crea into the "Sno'ze Pit! at Bien Hoc,

¢. Borly morning the 2th of Senterther found the Sowhors ~nr Falcons

winging Westward to support the 1lst Infentry Division in the Piu Loi -
Lai Khe'crec, | 215 members of "tho Big Red One" were Eeslc Flighted into
& rough, brush lendine zone. The proud Cowb~ys shemed 1st Infantry
idrmobile Comprnics with their tirht, excet formation flying #n< the

3

decdly Faleons put on an inmressive denonstration of serinl fire supnort,

f. Oporetion Uniontown underway in the 173rd locol TAOR wes supnerted
on 9 Soptember by the 335th, Vietntnese Notionel Ficctimms 2re approrching
"nd ~lertness is the word, for ~11 allied intéllicence sources expech mexi-
mun Viet Cong interforence with the elections,




Subject: Monthly History for 335th Awm Co (AIT) 1 October 1966

g. The perind of 10 Seprerber throueh 14 Sentermbor wos ~uiet far the
335th, The brttolions over ting in the loerl TACR were mrovided hot AN
roatims 2nd other supnlies eoch morning “nd evenine bv the Ma1D's.

he On 15 September hth Brttalion moved Morthwest to sceure sn ajr-
strip »t Doy Tieng for on operation by the lst Infentrv Division., The
security oncriticn wes 1obelled Operation ‘tlintic City, end before this
number of wownded, pulled an injurcd men from the juneles on the end of -
rope, took three bullet hits, ond flew & scerey night emergency resupnly
of damaged rodio merts 4o the Ath Battelion,

1. OSeptember 16th at 1015 hours CWO Dorf and WO fGregg warking out of
Deu Tieng id support of the 4/503 received three rounds of light cutomatic
wenpons firce ¢s they were on short final to medevae wounded “mericcns.
The hits ruptured the fuel cells, and by the time CWO Dorf nursed the
eripoled 70L into Dou Tieng, JP-4 wes flowing onkle decn through the ergo
comporiment. . survival kit under the crewchief's scot cought one enemy
round hetded for Sp/5 Mercdith., 701 wes finolly rev-ired by the mintencnee
crew on "Horse Thief" and was flown to Bien Hoo,

At noom the Cowboys "nd Frleons 1lifted olerents of the Brigade
into & londing zone in the TAOR. Cowboy 738 in forretion ot tree ton
cltitude experienced #n engine feilure, WO Ron Jones, 2irecr~ft dorfionder,
and Grotain John Wood, whe wes on his first heliborne ssssult in Vietnan,
mi.de & perfelet gzero oirsweed tutorotation into dense Jungle, There wore
no injuries, hut the juanle wes so dense thot o londing to rescue the
crew wos impossible, iin cmergency messége wns relryed to the Bripade
Long Ringe Reconncisscnce Patrol to nrepire their rescuc rope lodiers for
use, The LRRP respgnded instontly with the entire unit. trying-to climb
m RBeliceptors bo'roseus the Cowbows fram the honds of +he Viet Cong,
However, tho LRRP wes finelly emvinced thet onlv @ rvove 1adrer wes
nceded o rescue the crew, A few norveus noments ofter nlunging inta the
Junzle, the erow scrambled up the rove 1lrdeors into the havering rescue
helicopter, Later in the cfternom 732 wes eveeunrted to Bien Hen by CH-AL7,

Jo it OR00 on 17 Sentembor 1966 an Awards and: Decorstirns Cercmony
was held, Mojor Johmmson, Gommonder of the Sowhoys, decorated ton officors
and enlisted men for nets of volor and periods of meritorious scrvice,

The Compony received nobice thet the Cowboys, os of 1 Soptember 1966, erc
redesignatod the 335th sviction Compony (Cirmobile-Light), Commeny A

will be returned to its »arent 92nd Avietion Bottolion ot Fort Arogg, W-rth
Carolina, This return to the United States in volves only our neme, o
discnpointment to every Cowbay,

k. The period of 15 September to 23 September wes a merird of training
and experinentation with o new item of equimment., GCol. Parmeter introduced
us to & system denloyed mn the ronf of the jungle by o UH-1D, This svsten
wes lebelled the junsle cernopy and CWO H. Dorf ond WOR, Jones worled with
Col. Permeter in -rem:ration for a demonstrotion to show how troeps 2nd
equiment could be nloced o this canony by helieonter, then lowercd to
the otherwise incccessible jungle floor,




Subject: lonthly History for 335th Awn Co (LML) 1 October 1966

1. 4t Jost Iight on the oftornoon of 20 September five LRRP teams
were oufojtnsted by UILD's into the hostile crea YMopth of ien Ho& known
notoriously os War Zone D, Two light fire toims from the Frleons mrovided
cover for the oporation; therc was ncattive enery contoct,

m. The Gowboys ¢nd Falerns swent the dey of 21 Sevtenbor M extroctimm
stond-by for the LRRP tooms worldng in D Zone, Three of the teams made
contret with the Viet Cong 2nd three times the Cowb~ws scrarmbled to snateh
the mtrols from the hends ~f the Viet One,

n. O 22 Septerber, light firc teans fron the Frlens were ¢nlled
upon to provide cerial five suonort for LRRAP's in contoct with the Viet
Cong. wt 1030 Cowboys receted to an urgent roguest for o netrnl extrec—
tion, sulling the ~wtrol in without inecident, ‘“wrin ~t 1lost light twn
LREP's were Echeduled for infiltrotion into D Zene., MThe first Gowhry
approfiching his L7 spottced VO on the edme nf the wnands, £ quick drawinge
Cowhay erewchief bect & VO with on autematic weapon to the draw, Prriners
of the dead }IC omened fire °nd the IFRP mission wes nhorted, The gocond
Cowboy begrn his anproach °nd rceeived fire > @& hot sun bottle ensved rs
the Cowboy pulled out of the opproach ~nd the Faleoms rolled in with their
guns blezing, Both LERP's missions were aborted and returncd to Bien Hoa
because of the VC presence in primory and 2lternste I.Z21s,

Tho Casper's OM-13's armed with michineguns went out f.r the test
fire of their now systems. The Ol-13's are to he utilized s scout
units to detect Viet Cong concentrations for destruction by auick ronction
Cowboy - Faleon Eagle Flights,

o, At 0800 on the 23rd of Septenber » CWO Horeld Dorf ~nd WO Ronold
Jones flew the jungle cnony demonstration for the Brigade Staff, Cal
Parmotor govéd the stoff merbers on initinrl briefing on the vses and oper-
ation of thel ctnopy. The net beetme fouled in the jungle ~nd the demn-
strotien wes iterminated with obscrvers skentictl of the feasihility of

he jungle cinopy systom,

it ﬂ}OO two UH-1D's conducted treining with pethfinders from BAA7 Cov,
The 1ast light of doy sfw throe Cowboys s»irel dewn into'the Jungloes
of Har Zane E with LERP's to search for Viet Cong. WO Cherles ¥, Stondt
and WO William M., Manker ploced their petrol in @ srell roeush jungle
clecring, In&rzedi{.‘.'bely ofter the heliconter demarted the ILRRP engroed a
pletorn size VO farcey an Lurcdiste extroction wes reruested, WO Stoudt
and WO Menker went back into the LZ and mic'nd un the ~ctrol wndor Pire.

4 rotor blode was dope 7ed, but the ~ireraft roturned safelw to Pien Haz,

p. LRRP's c2lled for holp ot 1300 heurs m 25 Sopterber. The Gowbors
and Felcons snatehed the notrols from the junsle #nd rssaylied n roretim
force into the arca where the LERP's h~d dise~vored the Viet Cong,

The JJ’?Brd Lirborne Brigide begin Operation Sioux City, ~iming ~t the
Viet Cong elements the IRRP had mode contret with in D Zene,




Subject: lenthly History for 335th ivn Co (LML) 1 October 1966

Q. 0800 hours, 25 September 1964 the Gowbovs dolivered 120 mretraspors
into D Zonc 1Z's, The Fzlcons shot whité phesmhorous inte o nosition thot
wes direeting ground fire at the Cowbovs, Twe V3 with their clothes in’
flomes sprirﬁtod intn the oren end were cut down by the "Sebep! gunships,

r., Three assaults wut 170 parctrnopers into LZ's in supnort of Sisux
City on the morning of 27 Sentormber.

8. On 22 September Engle Flishts were conducted in Wer Zonc D As the
173rd ilirborfne continued to seerch for *he clusive Viet Cong, OH-13's armed
with their side orms conducted ‘ero~Scout treining with EA7 Govalrmr. Mhres
LiRP's were mlaced in the Brignde onerctimnsl arec in'D Zrne,  Thirty min-
utes after infiltroti-n one tesm was ¢’lling for help, Cantain Trey Reeves
end Coptoin Don Moss made 2 doring extrection of the team under intense
autom*tic waapons fire, The Falcon fire tofm led b Cantein Venee Gormns
provided ravaging fire support for the extractirn. The LRRP's reported
thet Faleon fire wes providing close~-in suprort ogainst VO only 20 meters
from their Position.

t. The Cowboys's, Falcons, ond Cesper's conbtinued on Septenmber 29 znd 30 !
to provide the Trigide with aviction support for Operation Sioux City. |
Ecple flights ond csseults were made , suprlics were delivered, LRRP's were |
supported znd 45 gas wos showered on suspected Biet Cong torgets, The
month of Scptember closcd with the following nthly stetistics:

| OH-13 Ur=1B(4) Uli-18 UH-1D IOTAL
3orties j 225 642 325 2552 37LL
Hours | 127 L50 162 961, 1703
Pax : 4381
Cergo (ton) | 206

Lireraft Hits 3
II. TR.INING:

Training during the month of Sentertwr whs doveted to new nilobs nd
crew meribers,  Pilots were given the usurl unit cirer~ft cherkeut ~nd the
arca orientotion, New gunners and crow chicfbs were given the woipon choeln
out <nd bricfed on erow orncedurcs ~nd resnonsihilities,

ITI, &IGRDS) . ND DECOR TIONS @ Prevcred by Sp/h Michrel De Mareo,

Presentbd 17 September in cercmrny by M jer Ernest H, Johnson, Cormand-
ing Officer 335th iviction Cormeny (GML):

Officors:

hacPhail, Williem Jr. Hajor DFC, Bronge Ster, /M w/t'V",
s Purple Heart

iddiss, Daniel .., e jor Bronge Star

Bell, Clenn B, 1/Lt AM w/rym

Kuhblank, Richerd C, 1/1t LY w/ry




Subject: ldnthly History for 335th ‘wm Co (LML) : 1 October 1966

Sanders, Gony G. WO
Peters, Donold L. Coptain
Enlisted Men:

Ferrall, Frank V, Jr. Sp/5
Klinefelter, John W, So/h
Houchin, Zelner M, Jr. Pfc
MeHugh, Leo P. Pfc

IV. CO'P.NY AREL:

AM w/rym

Al

LM
LM
AM
AM

Construction work in individucl ro~ms continues 2t "n cnthurstic "GO,
CWO Bill Easgton persists in his running weter mrajoct, 4 lorge wator tower
has been constructed and niping to doliver running weter to the enreny ~rea

is being loid,

V. CIVIL .\FF.IRS:

I7DC. P énd ford distributin prnjects in the Bien Mea ~ves were errried.

out to 2id the sick snd needy Vietnomesec peonle,

Ly
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335TH .\8SAULT HELICOPTER COMP/ANY
: 173rd Adrborne Brigade (Separate)
| APQ Stn Froncisco 96250

AVEE-AM 12 March 1967

Subject: Monthly History for 335th fvinti-n Comprny 1 Octobor
1966 through 30 October 1966.

I. OPERAHIONS:

a, The month of October begen with the Cowbnys, Falerns and Caspers
continuing to provide “he 173rd Airborne Brigede (Separate) with denend-
able aviation supvort ~s the skysoldiers carried ~n Operrtimns Simux Oitv
and Uniontown. A Cesper OF-13S dorting dcress the rperatisng orea near
wosition ﬁpx picked up two rounds of smell 2rms fire, The pilrt wes ohle
to reach # secure nrea,; where he frund minnr domrge to his ship, The
conpany made two smRll 1ifts to revositirn the pratrosners as their une
reloting oursuit of the crafty Bict Gwmg in "™War Zone D' oomtinted.

b, Ch1 the 2nd of October two OH-135' armed with m2chineauns wrovided
overhead cover for E/17 Cav, The Viet Cong chose not to interfére with the
Cavalry ?nP thus cvoided incurring the wrath of the fero Scouts,

c., OnF hundred and sixty U.3. troops were lifted by seven Cowboys with
cover from a Faleon light fire teom on 4 October, Light contoct wos mede
but "Charlie" avoided mejor eontcct with the peratro-~pers of the 173rd,

d, Thy Cowboys moved two mundred troops of the Brigede os Operatim.
Sioux Cityfcontinued on 6 October,
|

e. On 7 October, 10 Cowboys with enver frem two Feleon light fire terms
, reposetinn%:d 120 U.S, trosps in Wer Zone D,

f. On 8 October 1966, prratronpers of the 173rg begrn tn withdraw
from the arec of Operation Simux 0ity, 360 tronps were extracted br the
Cowboys, #8 the Cowboys annrocched the Smg Done Nai River, the Sruthern
boundery of ™Wer Z-ne D," the Viet Cong npened” fire on the formation, Four
ships were| demrged, The Cowbays, in farmati~n, returned the fire snd the
hngry Falemns rolled in to remind "Cheriie! th*t the luxury ~f firing et
the Cowb ¢n c¢nst derrly, Loter in the dey, 5 Cowbovs meved 60 e v 1ry-
men into positi-n to secure the route of trovel for the Brigrde crnvey mov
ing out of "D Zone W

g |9 October, the Cowbovs clerned up the Simux ity rrer with #n
extrection of 92 U.S, trosws in 4 lifts, ‘ericl recrmnaisstnee for Oneroa
tion Robin begen as 5 aireraft checked Route #15 from Bien Hee tn Vune Try
t» nrevere | for road clecring emerstirms,

soldiers provided security for elements of the 4th Infontry Division moving

|
h, 10 October 1966 was the ovening doy of Operati~n Robin »s the skve
from Vung Tou to Beer (ot,

4o
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i. The morning of 11 Octcber the "Cowboys" 1ifted trocps of the 173rd
into an IZ in the vieinity of the Brigude CP on Highwey #15 Seuth of Bien
Hoa, Operction Robin continucd 2s the 335th mrovided o light fire term,

& ecouricr ship and resupply ships used to supplement the rocd supnly convay,

o On 12 October four UH-1D's and & light firc tean infiltreted two
LRRP's inte suspected Bict Cong aress South of the Brigede CP, At ap-rnxe
imately 1805 Casper #416, ~n OH-13S piloted by 1/Lt Douglas I Jones, depirted
the Brigade CP enroute to Bien Hoa., At anmroximetely 1915, #5416 hit the
upper strend of power lines running through the Leng Binh ares, #416 foll
50 feot to the fround and burst intn firmes, 1/1t Jones ~nd his phasenzor
S/5gt E-6 Frecman were killed instantly, The Zceident investigation bonrd

wes apprinted °nd beghn its investigation st first light nn the 13th nf
October, |

Mzi 1830 hours on the 12th five UH-1D's with » light fire team ¢con-
duected nigﬁt training, They londed in forrotin At Besr Cat, Tuneg ey ~nd
the Snoke Pit in Bien Hoa,

k. Eorly on the morning nf 13 October 1966 twn OM-135 were corried foicg
Lir Force -130 to Do Neng, Twn UY—1D's fleow ¢~ Do ¥ong vin the entstel route,
These four helicnnters were pleced in supnrt ~f the 173rd Adrherne Brisrde's
4/503 Infontry on Opersti~n Winchester suppnrting #1lied aner~rti~ns in T OArp
ne:r the Demilitrrized Zene, t 1700 hrurs three UH-ID's extrrcted & LRR®
which hod mede contoet with 2 Viet Cmg free. The extrretimm wes made
without O.nf;- enerty interference,

1. hgsin on 1k October = LRRP celled f~r extraction at 1700 hours,
The extreetion wes mrdc with no enemy fire roceived, 't 1800 hours o
flight cof six UH-1D's (the Mustongs) with 2 light fire term mide o night
forretion troining flight to Vung Tou, the Snoke Pit ond boek ints the

COHRAL,

m. At|0900 hours on 15 Octcber, UH-1D's covered by & Light fire toem
extrocted 42 U.S, parctronpers from o pick-up zmme in AO Robin, A seeond
light fire tecn come - st tin ~t 0900 hours t- wovide e nv~y enver for
Brigide vehicles troveling Highwey 15 in the Robin ares,

n, 161 October 1966 downed with ~ Faleon firs teenm rekine » rocon-
naissince, repetted 2t lost light ~f day, wis 2 drily chre to observe ny
Viet Ong fctivity neor the Crueinl higlway,

o. Terminction of the 173rd Airb~rne Brigedets rond runner -~nmersti~n
on Highwoy|#15 begen at 0730 hours nn 17 Oct~ber as 7 "Cowbnys" snd 2 "Frle~n"
lizht i‘irci torms extrocted 126 U.3. prratrropers fron the Rabin srer, &
convry begen rioving towerd Bien Hos with 2 "Feleen" tesm providing everhend
cover, By the cftern~m Operction Robin wes torminfted., The 335th *virtion
counts Operation Robin o 1lrss becruse nf the tragic 2ecidentsrl dorth of
1/1t Dnuql.i..s L. Jones,




.
N

Subject: IMonthly Histrry for Compiny &, 82nd 2wm ™ 12 Yerch 1967

ing with elerents of @ Tre-n, 17th Cov, 't 0990 hovrs Anc UM-1N dormrted
the CORRAL for Do Mong to mrnvide ~dditimnnl susnert for L/503 in Onersti-n
Winchester. 2t 2245 hours ¢ Viet Oong unit ~ttockad the ~rmed helienvter
porking “ren ot the South bound ry of the Brisnde werirmeter. A Clrvmore
mine or frogmentation grentde wes detonated under UH-1B #932, The resulting
fire, cnd fuel-smmuniti-n exnlosion completely destroyed #932 ~nd sevorely
demeged #930,  Captein Vence Gomrons ond Sp/l Iyle Trovis saved £930 from
destructi#n by flying it off the ped, Both were later presentod the Pronze
Ster with "V Device for heroism by Majsr General Poul Srith, Cormending
General of the 173rd Lirborne Brigode (Seporote), Faleon aircraft #9719
porked next to 932 z1s5 wis in denger and wes evcewrted by 1/It Will~ughby
Goin; L Goin received the .ir Yedol with a "V' Device £or hernism.

. A% 0730 hours 12 Octrber 2 UNaIN's berrn ~irberne refresher traine.

9. &% Q700 hours on 19 Oct~ber 1966, seven (7) "Cowboys" and twe (2)
light fire teoms deperted Bien Hea to support the 25th Infentry Divisin
in the Cu|Chi-Duc Hoa area, Combrt "ssrults moved 150 ARVN ~nd U.S. tranps
during the dry. On the last extrretim of the dv the "C~wbays," mn shert
finc]l te 2n open, rice field pick-up zone, were “mbushed by horvy smrll ~rmg
~nd &utnmﬁtic wopons fire, Cewboy door gunners whipped ~ut whitc smnke
to rrk for the Folerns ~nd nocned fire with their ~wn 1%40's, The Frlems
rolled inlﬂnd the suppnsedly "Secure LZ" wrs ongulfed in ~ wild fire fizht.
irborne 7gnin, the "Cowboys" fund five »f scvon ships e rrring e mbot Ao
cge-no crow nembers wounded, Two of the FRYN extr~cted were scri~usly -
wounded y cneny fire and wore flown to 7th Surgiesl Hnspitrl ot Cu 7hi,

\
One light fire teon ~t Bion Her cnducted reemnnissones ~f tho

Brigrde TIOR (Trctic 1l ‘rer of Operotimnrl Besnwmsibility) ~t 0730 and 1020,
These reeqns provide mrre security f~r the Brierde perimetor, which is ~be
vi~usly n?t a8 8ceurc 78 cvery™me h°d orevimusly honed,

r. Defore d ylisht -m the =m~rninz »f 27 Oct~ber, soven (7)"Cowh~vs"
end two (2) "Feleen" fire tonms pulled niteh ~nd herded inta tho Nolts S~uth
of 3?1g0n4 ‘rriving ot Ben Tri, the comnny dnined the "Outlrws" ond "Pnishts!
of the Delte ‘vintimn Bettolion (13th Aviction Bettrlin) ~nd 1ifted 280
“RVN in four csscults, On Pn extrocti~n twerd the ond ~f the - ftern~mn,
the "Felemns" detected Viet Oong »n & londine zome “brut to be rssaulted,
Rolling in the guns, put €5 gos, mochingun fire ~nd rnckets ~n the enerwv
elenents Ind successfully upset cny pltns the enorw hed of firing mn the
incoming #lickS.

\
The copiny returned to the COU.L hoony, o8 the units visited in
the Delta‘expressed antzenent 2t the oxesllient formrti-n flying b the
"Cowbnys" |and the spicited ~geressiwmess of the blaodthirsty "Faleons|®
|

8. October 2L ~nd: 22 were spent in normal support of the 173rd Air-
borne in Bien Hoc cnd Do Neng, A nurber »f reeons wore cnducted in the
T.0R cnd one recn covercd Highwey #15 from Bien He2 tn Vung Tru,
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t. On 23 Oct-bor 1966 light firc terms ernducted ree~ns in the TAOR.
Lt 1300 & fire tesn from the Falcms wont ~ut tn cover CH-47's (Chinn~ks)
flying oyt of Xon Cot Spoeirl Forces Carp om the Warth benk ~f the Sng
Dmg ¥oi River Northest of Bion Hoa,

4t 1200, 3 UH-1D's covered by » fire teen prsitioned 2 LRRP terms
in the Brigsde TR,

u, 4t 1120 hours 24 October three (3) UH-1N's and » o) e fire
tecn acremblod to extract o LRRP teon thrt had been ermmr-miscd. The ox-
traction wos successful with no eombat domeze received,

At 1800 heurs ~nothor IRRP wrs vrsiti~ned bv tho " awhnwg' !

-

v, ﬁust after dov breclk -n 25 Qetrber 1966, the "fSrwbris™ ~nd ""aleens"”
received pequest for rn erersency extroctisn ~f o IRRP terrn, Tho LPAP had
nade cwnt@ct with o snrll Viet Cong elerent "nd hod erphurcd twn ~Ff the
enerry, The extraction wos sueecssfull, ond the twn VO were delivercd to
Brigrde Hetdquarters for interr-gition, On dsvorture from the nick up,
the "Frleons” spotted sampons in the orer and rolled in on firine n-sses,
When the %noku clecred there wore twrn positively destroved cnery hants,

Tn the cftornoon one UH-1D flew ¢ reconnaissance in the vicinity of
Tenh Linh for possible nper~tions on the 24th of October,

w, 26 October wrs snent in normel supnort of the 173rd /irborne in
Blen Hoa pnd the Brigede's 4/503 at Do Neng,

x. On 27 October 1966 ot 0045 hours 7 UH-1D'S escrrted by 2 light fire
teons 1ifted 170 oiratra-pers »~f the 1/503, 't 1500 h~wrs 4 UH-1D's (¥15-
trngs) and 2 tern of “"Falems" ropnsiti-ned 72 troops ~f the 1/503 in the
T#CR. Two UH-1D's received hits and ~ne gunner suffered miner neck wands,
Operation Trajen Horse (Joplin) bezen trday far the 1/503..

y. 4t 0700 hours m 22 October, 7 "Crwbhnys" supplemented bw 3 UF-1M's
from the L45th iVietion Battali-n and 2 "Frlem® fire tosms 1ifted 400 22N
tro~ps into the Tanh Linh #ror ta aid the 1/503 in Opersrtisn J~vlin. One
"Fileon" received A srnll srms hit in the moin reter blode And ~no ~f the
"Falern" dor gunners wes hit in the leg by arynd fire, The sunner wes
teken to the 93rd Medierl Bvhcuttion Hrspitel At Rien Hon for trerteont,

+ week 1oter he returned te duty,

z. 29 Oct-ber 1966, the "Sowbws" with faur(h) 145th ‘visti-n (1D
and 2 "Fale-n fire teom in 4 1ifts =ovod 219 treA-ns in the Ovorati~n
Joplin "rer, t 1400 hours, UH-1D #61L c~rrended by WOWL Peneld 3. Jmes
ghowed fluctuctions ~f trensrissi-n 2a2s ~"nd wrs landed s~felv necr Nenge
anci Speein) Forees with o foiling tremsmissin, The shiv wes retwrned t-
Bien Hoa by Chinn-k,
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i, ' On 30 October 1966 17503 terrinated Cnoration Japlin s Thin~-ks
lifted the troops from Tanh Linh t~ Bien Hoa.

BB, The mnthsf Octeber ended with 3 UH-1D's and 2 OA13's supporting
4/503 on Operction iinchester in I Crp «ren, The remeinder »f the "G~ Wb S
F: lcr;ns-‘t::f.Spers"' ¢ ntinucd t° frovide the roin force of the 173rd Airb~rne
Brigade (Separate) in Bien Hoa with the FINEST COMB.T ._.IRMOBILE SUPPORT IN
THE WORLD! |

III. MONTHLY STATISTICS:

0413 URIB(A)  UBRIB UMD Tobal
|
Sorties | 543 571 571 3238 14923
Hours 204 250 307 1387 2148
Pax 7045
Cergo (t?ns) 206
Aircra.ftiHits 12

II. TRALIVING:

Treining tine during Oet~ber » in ~dditimm t~ the neprel trensition
and initicl new nil-~t briefings, included » nisht formrti-n flizht by erch
lift platoon escorted by the "FAlewns." A now progron ~f Officers 11
was set uyp on » bi-ronthly brsis, This c-nference scssinm is desirned o
cmphisigets pilets inf-rroti-n portinent tn " intensnec, ~ner~ti-ns R
aviction saféby, intollizenec, company admninistration and any infrrmation
th't the Comrender chnrscs tr enphesize,

111, mﬂnns AND DECORATTONS :

An f‘%wnrds cerniony wos not held during the month »f Oct~her becouse of
the heavy onersti-ncl eomrdtment »f the "Crwbrys," However, this renth hrs
Produced mény Adr Medals os the Commony pirticipated in seversl crrbot ase
saults, Alsn, General Srith, Cormanding Genersl ~f the 173rd i irb-rne
Brigade SSeparate) deerrated Coptodn Gormons 2nd Sp/l Lyle Travis with
Bronze Sters with "V Devices £or the ovecudtion »f the "Falcon! munship
fron porking ared during a Viet Cong att~ek, '

|

IV. COMPANY ARE.:

The living arec of the errpony inpreves crch dcy as the Officers ~nd
ren develop "Green Thumbs," Grass is growing and troes have been sof ~ut,
Sorn the area will Inok so rmuch like home, that except for the VG, the men
of the "Cowboys" will think they are beek in the United States,

V. CIVIL AFFAIRS:

Fol ‘ﬂwin,.g the theory that the wer will be wn by dlligent eivil ~fw
fairs work cs well as by hot pursuit ~f the Viet Crng suorrille, the 335th
Aviati-n [Compony c-ntinued an setive progran ~f MEDCAP thr~ugh the 25th
Medieal qgtatchmmt. '

\
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335TH LVIATION COMPANY (LIRUOBILE LIGHT)
173rd iinberne Brigade (Ssparste)
420 96250 Sen Franeisce, California

1 Dacomber 1966

SUBJ®CT: Monthly History of th: 335th .vintion Copany (.irmokile Light)
1 November 1966 through 30 November 1966,

TO: Coxmending Officer
335th .viation Company (girmobile Light)
173rd fdrborne Brigads (Sepcrnte)
iP0 96250 San Franecisco, Colifornia

I. ORGANIZ.TION LND D*SIGN.TION:
() iirlift Pletoons: COWBOYS - 20 UN-1D "Slicks®

lst [irlift Platoon — Romrods
2nd firlift Platoon — igtangs

(B) ‘rmed Helicopter Platoon : Feleons - 8 UHlB ".,rmed Helicoptérs)
(C) 173rd iviation Platoon: Cnspers

2 UH~1D Cemmeand & Control

1 UH-1B Cowmond & Control

1 TUH-1B %12 O'Clock High® 4D “ystem
6 OH~135 n"HOT STUFF* fero Scouts

(D) Mointenances
1l Ui=lB ~ Horsethief
II. JPER/TIONS:

(i) Thg month of November begnn es the longzd for dry season seens
never to bs coming. Reln, thunder storme and poor visibility continued
to be a nubsance, but the 335th contimies to support the SEY SOLDIE-S on
Oparetion Uniontown, 3 UH-1D's and 2 QH-13's continue support et Do Nang.

/b 1030 hrs a LFT was gerrsublad to provida ths 120th .viation Company
with fire support in the Saigon sren.

5 UH-1D's and o Light Fire Tezm mova 145 US troops in three (3)
combat sssaunlts,

(B) it 0945 on tha 2nd of Novembar, 7 UH-1D with 2 LFT conduct 7
combst nsseults in the Besr Cet area. In support of the 4/25 Infantry,
306 mericen troops are lifted into the landing zon=s in the Bsar Cet
arss of opersation,
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(C) From 0730 to 1800 on the 3rd of November, 7 UH-1D's, a LFT and a
UH«lB Coumand and Control ship from the C.SPERS conducted .17 combat assaults
for 453 troops of the 4/25 Infamtry, Ths troops ars resuppliad by 8.9 tons
of cargo by the COWBCYS,

(D) ./t 0800 hrs on the 4th of November, four (4) UH-1D's conduct
combet essault training with t-~e .RmVN. Training was extended to 480 Vistn-
anese during 16 practice assaults.

it 0800 hrs, Mnj Johnson decorated ton (10) wembers of his comaand
in corsmony. Othsr individuszls wora dus awords, but were flying -- thay
will be dacoroted ot o lrter dote,

£% 1030 hrs onz (1) COWEOY conducted a Psy War lsaflst drop in
support of Brigade S5,

it 1630 hrs five (5) UH~1D's coverad by o LFT in 3 C.'s placed
90 parntroopers into ambush sitoes.

(B) 300 troopes of the 3d Brigede, 4th Infentry Division wers deplo-
yed by the COWEOYS in 10 C!'s on 5 Nowembsr 1966, it 1600 hrs, the 90 troops
of smbus patrol wers expractod from local TLOR after twenty-four hrs of
negative conteet, /lso at 1600 hrs 4 UH-1D's in 3 lifts placed 54 poratr-
ospers of the 1/503 in the TIOR. [t dusk four (4) UH~1D's end a LFT
Intiltreted two (2) Long Rengs Raeconnaissonec Potrols into the loesl T/OR.

(F} .t 1700 hrs on the 6th of November, ons of tho LRRP working just

Best of ths TIOR placsd a ¢oll for aon emsrgsney extraction to axerp-.a
Viet Cong trnp that had surrounsd thsm, Three UH-1D's and a LFT serambl-d
to eid th- LRRP and found the petrol in an area that did not offer a suit—

able LZ. The thrs> Un-lD's employed the emsrgsncy ropz roscua systom,
lowering ropes 120 to the jungle floor and 1ifting ths petrol mambar elear
of the jungle, There wers no injuriss »nd no aireroft domaged ss the six
men pstrol wrs sveeuoted to the safety of the Bisn Hoa Gompound,

(G) 0700 hrs, 7 Nevaber 1966: Five (5) UH-1D's and a LFT supported
the 3/4th Division at Bear Crt 1ifting 260 ‘merican troopa, 4t 1000, two
(2) Ul-1D's =nd a LFT extracted 57 ambush patrol nnubers from gites in the
T 40K,

(H) it 0730 on 8 Novembsr six (6) COWEOYS and o FALOON LFT arrived
at Bear Ont to support 3/4 Infantry Division, Twalve (12) csseults were
were conducted as 455 troops were moved; resupply was conductad at conclusion
of the 1ift., In the TAOR, three (3) LRRP tecms wore extracted st the
sonciusisn »f their missi-n, Oparation Merkdian wes initisted by 2/503 todey.

(I) 9 Fovembor was devoted to Bngle flights as 8 UH-1D's and a LFT
support~d the 1/503 Infontry
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(7) 10 Novouber 1966: Operation Meridicn in the Tay Nigh .- Dau Tieng
— Minh Thanh area North of Srigon nanr the Canbodian boarder has the COWBOYS
FILCONS,and C2SPTRS working hord.  Supplemsnted by 2 UH-1D's fron the
145th pviction Brttelion from Rien Hoz, 700 ARVN and 180 US trocps ars
lifted in the arsa of COperstisn Msredinn,

(k) on 11 Novenber, ell company airerasft ere working at the Minh Thanh
Speciol Forees Compound in support of Operatinn Meridian, With the 2 Uh~1D's

from the 145th, the COJROYS conducted six (6) assaults to deploy 460 Mmeri-
can troops.

(L) On 12 Nevember, 4 UH-1D's in the ¥inh Thanh srea raeposition 50 US
trocps. The coumpany is now regulated to strnd-by strtus at Minh Thonh
through th» 13th, Tveryone is squiraing for aetion rs fuericon units to the
West of Minh Thenh ars killing V6 et » phencninal rote, 211 335th Lotion

1s linit2d to the Falcons mrking reconneissenc~ flight into tha arsa of
Cperation,

(¥) 14 November 1966 finds Opsraticn Maridirn rencmad Oporation
ittlsboro; re it becomes clecr thot this Oparation is ropldly beecouing tha
biggest operstion to dets in the Vietdam “jar. On this dey the COWERYS ahd
F/LCONS trensperted 486 fmeric~n and Vistnamese troops to secrch for tho
2 nemy .

(N) Barly in the norning on the 15 of Wovember, a foke nscault of two
lifts follow tha TAC Air imbto an L% North of Minh Thenh, The feign Is a
block to contain the VC in an erea wer: he ecn be destroysd, Mo firs rece
loved, but chalk 4 tri-s to chop down a tree with his aain rotor — slight
blade danegs, and the tres is still standing, Leter in the morning two (2)
assaults recieve fire going into an LZ — negitive hits,

(C) 16, 17, &18 Novembor 1966 agein £ind the coumpany on stand by at
Minh Thoph., Over threz period only 239 US nnd [RVN troops are lifted.

(P) oOn the 19 November, the COYBCYS in s~van (7) ess~ults moved 384
US ond L°VN treops in support of Operrtion sttlsboro. [t 0830 hrs the
LSPERY employed Pay Worfors egalnst Viet Cong in the Minh Thanh arsa,
£ Ul wiza the MiD system aboord dslivered a corgo of death deoling 8liam
mortor reunds on on crea suspected to horbor snemy alements,

() The 20th Novenber 1945 coneluded the 173rd firborne Brigrd=s port-
leipeticn in Operatlon /ttletovo. The Brigads moved froa Minh Thenh to
Blen lica by vowed, Tho FiLOOSS flew over head cover, and the COWBOYS and
CLSPERT provided ready reection and C & €,

(R) /%4 40T on the 2lst of Movember, three (3) ssscults 1ifted 144
perotrocpazs of the 1,503 into an L7 ot T/OR. 2t 1700 hrs the Brigade
ivictlon 0177 sen alerted the company the 34 Brignds of the 4th Infontry
Division wse heavily engoged with cnemy edamonts in ths Rung Sot Spocial
Zone Southecst of Scigon, Five UH=1D's seramblad to tha aid of the unit
werking from Mha Bhe Neval Brse on the Song Dong ¥eil River, The COWBOYS
brecking a cardinel rule by working without the FiLCONS, all UF-1B's were
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down for meintenance, moved 78 troops into reinforesd positions in thrae
(3) assoults. ! gun tesm from tho 145th /viction Prttolion coverad the
CCUBOYS. Mojor Johnson flying. leod drew fire and his ship, 884, took n

hit in the laft undersids. Ths round stopped against the armor plate on
which SP/5 Dovis Trice wes sitting, Mojor Johnson flew 88 safetly beck to
Pien Hoc, but Trice was visibly shak=n as hs had only a fow deys to coupl-
etion of his Vistnam tour, The COWROYS flight returnsd to corral at

2200 hours,

(s) On 22 Noveuber 1966, three (3) UH-1D's and a LIT support 3/4th
Infantry Divisions as 126 US troops end a large quanity of sudplics wers .
moved,

(T) 23 Fovembor 1966 was spent on LRRP stand-by, with sever:cl recons
for Operation 'lnco being conducted. THe COWROYS - CLSPER 2lements support.
ing the 4/503 at Do Neng was elerted for reoturn to Bloen Hoa.

(U) 24 Movember 1966: The FILOONS conducted morning and avening recans
in the Brigade TZOR, One LRRP teom in the T/OR wns extrected without
incident,

(V) it 0800 hrs on the 25 November, sight (8) UH~1D's end a LFT mede
five (5) asscults into the Li's in the Operetion Waco aresa, north of Highway
#1 betwoan Blen Hon and Xuan loe. Jt 1800 hours two LRRP tesms were amplaced
south of Bear Cot, "neuy fire wes raclevsd, but there wer~ no casulties or
aircraft demage. Two (2) OH~13's returned by iir Foree C-130 from Dr Nang.

(") 2% November was devoted in support of the 1/503 in Cperation Waco o
and 4/%0% % Da Tang.

(X; On 27 Yovember normel support of “seo and LRRP was serformad.
Troining was coniucted by o1l flyable ships not eommitted to operctional
ilssions. (NOTB: Ses Item IV Troining)

(¥) /% 0BOO hrs on the 28 November the company lifted 2862 LRVN end US
troops in support of Operastion Waeo. Tha landing zone boing utizied wns
& roughly cultiveted fi=14 with stumps and rocks. (/s ths 1ift aporoscied
rotor wesh stirr~d up dense clouds of dust and CCWROY 614, caught in the
tarbulenc~, ran out of powsr causing loss of directionsl control. The ship
turned to the right epproximetly 709, struck a stump shesring pert of one
tzil rotor bleds, The pilot cut the powsr and 614 r-mained upright., The
tail rotor was repoired on the spot by HORSETHIZFand flowen back to Bien
Hoe, Mnjor frawe deaoge from the aceidemt sent the ship to Depob Meintena-
nee for ovarhaul,

2% 1100 nrs two (2) LRRP tecms were extracted frem the Waco area
without ineidant.

(Z) The closing days of Movember were spent in support of Oparation

Uniomtown in the Brigsde T/OR, Operotion Woco east of Blen Hoa and the
4/503 et Da Nrng,
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III, MONTHLY ST.TISTIOS:

Oi-13  UH-1B(4}  Ui-1B  UH-1D TOT £L
SORT I7S 631 1086 540 5215 7476
HOURs 206 475 171 1297 2149
PiX 11464
CIRGO (Tons) | 243
LIRCRAFT HITS 2

IV, TRLINING:

The training high-lights for November was the on-the~job typz of train
ing coniucted ps the COWBOYS nnd FILCONS supported the 3rd Brigsle of the
4th Infantry Division, Ths Unit, just arrived in country, wes conducting
cperotions to the Southwest of Boar Cat as they prapsared themsslvas for
the domanding enviroment of the wer in Vietnan, The 335th, providesq
readsaic introduction to helicopter opar-tions and utilizstion anil then
proviiled the 3rd Brigade with the enpibility of conducting airmobils

operations, resupplying by sireraft and using orued helicopteors in support
of ;round oparctions

Training with the L*RP's was conducted proviling refreshsr training for
cirerafit ersws and for petrol members, Finnlly, norual troining of new
pilots end stendsrdization training for veteran pllots continuod as o lorge
Mumb~r of nours were logged in extensive eross~country training., Ths COWBOYS
ranged o Phon Thiet, Con Tho, and Wang Tzu logging tralning tine,

V. £HERGT LMD UBCORTIONS:

4 cereniny wos held at 0800 hrs on 4 Hovember 1966 in the cozpany ores
as ¥aj Johnson dncorcted ten members of the unit, '

Nl " RLNK LWIR
KUHBL/NK, Richsarl . Captain Distinguishsi Flying Cross
%.B:RSKY, Fraderick G. Captain Distinguished Flying Crcas

dr Meded y/ayn
Bronz sStar
S.FDTS, Gary G. WOl Distinguishel Flying Cross
HMY/RGREN, Lonnie L. Coptain Lr Medal w/eyn
Bronza Steor
ViNCE, John D, 1/1t irny Comaendaticn W/nve
LOVGREN, Peul ¥, Captain Besic fir Medel
PLYNE, Melvin L. SGT Basie Lfir Medal
E4NCOCK, Willlam ., PFC Basic pir Mhdal
LUC.LY, Dolbert . SP/5 Purple Heart
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335TH AVILTION CCMEANT (LIR«OBIIE LIGHT)
LPO 96250 San Francisco, California

1 Jarmuary 1967
SUBJECT: lHonthly History of the 335th lvietion Campany (ilmiobile Iight)
1 December 1966 through 31 Dccember 1966

TO: Commanding Officor
335th Lviation Company (Lirmobile Light)
4FO 8an Francisco 96250

I. ORGINIZ.TION /ND DESIGN.TION:

(L) idrlift Platoons: COWBOYS
20 UH~1D "slicks"
1st Lirlift Platoon ~- RLHRODS
2nd Lirlift Platoon ~-- MUSTLNGS

(B} Armcd Holicopter Flatoon: FLLCOIS
8 UE-1B ifymed Helicopters"

(C) 173d Lviation Flatoon: CLSPERS
2 UE-1D Comwmand & Control, 1 UH-1E Cammand & Control
1 UH-1B "12 Q' Clock High!" MLD Systcn
6 OH-13S HOT STUFF . "iero Scoutsh

(D) HMointcnance 166th Transportation Detachment
1 UE-1D ~~ HORSETHIEF

(E) 25th Medical Detachment
(F) 234 th Signal Dotachnent
II. QPERLTIONS:

(i) Docamber bogan with the COWBO:IS, FLLCONS and CALSFERS providing the
173d ldrbornc Brigade (Secparste) with lrmy Lviation support on Opcration
Uniontown and Weco II. Three (3) UH-1D's contimucd to support the Brigoade's
Lth Battalion, 503rd Infantry opcration out of Da Nang in the I Corps arca.

Everyone feols that the month of Decamber will o a slow flying nionth
with very little cncay ections However, thesc optimisgtiec predictions will
by New Ycar's have proved voary inaccuraic.

(B) 4t 0700 hours on 2 Deccmber, & message from the clament at Da Nang
reportcd that COWBOY 902, a UH~1D, supporting the L/503d sustaincd extensive




cambat damage whon a booby trap was detonated against it, WO Tcd He Binghah.
and WO Basil D, Frcoman were resupplying an clement in a sccure landing zoncs.,
L3 the ship camc to a hover on a rough PSP hclipad, & scrap of paper on the
yad was swirlod up through the air by the rotor turbulences This papor was
attached to a wirc that prlled the pin on & frogmontation grenede. The rosult-
ing explosion damaged thce skids, fusclage and rotor blades. The pilots,
althrough badly shaken, got the ship on the ground safcly. One passenger had
shrapnel in his leg, and the gunner, Sp/h Hark Scabury, had minor wounds in
ono legs Investigation rcvealed that onc of the Vietnamese boys playing near
the landing zonc had been trained and paild by the Viet Cong to set the booby
trap. '

This incidgnt was a costly reminder that the Viet Cong are detcmmined to
destroy aircraft and are extremely crafty and skillful in their methods. The
Llanding arca had becn checked by the infantry for mines and traps, but the
metal in the PSP disguised the gronade from mine detectors end the human eyc
was deceived by the ingcrnious camouflage and innocent firing method.

At 0800, 10 UH~-1D's and a light firc tcam 1iftod 260 ARVN and US troops
to Bicen Hoz in terminetion of Operation Weco II. Additional support for the
move was provided hy 10 UH~1D's and fire tcams from the WARRICRS, an airmobile
campany based at Soc Trang as &« member of the 13th "Dolta" fviation Battalions

(€} 4t 0800 on 3 Decamber, an awards cercmony was held in the Campany
arca. Major Johnson dccorated 19 officcrs and 23 onlistcd mcn (NOTE:s Itam V).
Six UB-1D's and a light firc team workcd put of Saigon transporting a 59 man
security force rcady to react to any trouble comnccted with a speech being
madc in Saigon by South Viectnamegse Pramicr Nguyun Cao Ky. No trouble was
encountepad,

Two UH~1D's roturncd to Bicn Hoa after supporting the 1,/503d at Da Napg.

(D) December Lith and 5th were spent in support of the 173d Airborne
Brigade on Oporation Uniontown, On 5 Decamber, five UH-1D's surportcd FFVIL
in the III Corps arcae . ‘

(8) 4t 1400 hours on 6 Decenber, a FALCON ILight Firc Toam flow convoy
cover as the 14/503d moved from Bien Hoa to Position Lark (YS 173868) on High-
way 15 South of Bicn Hoa. This move opened the Byigade's Operatiop Canary/
Duck, a road runncr operation designed to sccure the highway from Vung Tou
to Bicn Hoa for new combat units arriving in Vicinam. ‘ ‘r

" . (F) At 0800 on 7 Deeamber, 10 UH-1D's and a LFT moved 162 paratroopors
into positions around Lark. At 1600 hours, 3 UHwlD and a LFT infiltreted
two (2) LRRP tcams into landing zones in tho Canary/Duck area, A1l othor
pissions on 7 and 8§ Docanber were in support of Brigade Opcration's Union-
town and Canary/Duck, : Sy

(¢) On 9 Docanber normal support was £lown with 62 troops rcpositioned
in the Canary/Duck orca. Cne (1) UH-1D supportcd Ficld Forecs VIL,
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(H) On 10 Docamber, 140 paratroopcrs wero lifted in 3 mssaults in the
Canary/Duck aroa, it 0800, Maj or Johnson dccoratod fomrtoon members.of tho
Canpany. 98 troops worc repositioned in 3 CL's on 11 Docombers,

(I} Ten (10) UH1D's and a fire tcam conducted four (L) assaults fram
Bear Cat to Position Lerk, moving 269 paratroopers. On one landing at Lark
COWBOY 674 lost power on approach, turncd 90° to tho right, slammcd into
tho road and struck his fast moving main rotor blades into the spinning tail
rotor of COWBOY 557, Damege was sustained by both ships, but a'little grocn
~tape in the right places and a change of tail rotors made them safo for
maintonance flights to Bien Hoa. At approximatcly 1500 hours, a FALCON Light
Fire Team tosting weapon systems over War Zonc "D' received a call fran an,'
kir Forco FLC who had spotted mon in black pajamas flecing into & wood line..
The firc tosm scrambled to the spot and pui rockets and machineguns on the
target with unknown resultas.

(J) At 0930 on 13 December, UH-1D 738 was hit in the tail boan by &mall
ams firc while involved in a repositioning of troops in the Canary/Duck arcas

(K) Decamber 1th =nd 15th were nomal support days. However, on the
right of the 15th, 2 UH-1D's and a LFT conducted a night observation mission
over the Rung Sat Spocial Zone to the Southwcst of the Canary/Duck arca.
Sempans had becn operating on the waterways at night, and with $he aid of
artillery and PUFF THE MAGIC DREGON thAr;ugh. swrveillance of the arca was
conductcd. The results were not spcctacular, the VC would not venture fron
hiding with the blood thirsty FALCONS prowling overhead. :

(L) 4t 1300 hours on 16 Docamber, the FLLCON 87 fire team was scrambled
to support a platoon of E Ircop, 17th Cavalry in combact with the Viet Cong
at Coordinates ¥S 305863. The fire team put in rockct and machinegun strikes,
The 4Lir Fépee firhters hit the arca, thon 12 0'Clock High brought smoke on the
VC. DUSTOFF 10L camc in to medovac the wounded. FALCON 87 covered as 104 did
an outstanding job with a hoist and junglo penctrator. Contact apparently broken,
FALCOY BT went to lark to refucl as DUSTOFF headed to the 93d Evac hospitzal at
Long Binhe TONTO IT, an Alr Force FAC, called that the Cavalry was in conbact
again and had morc wounded. The Cavalry wes now reinforced as six (6) UH-LD%S
rushed 36 Horsc Soldicrs into an LZ 200 motors South of the ambattled forcc.:
DUSTOFF 10L caure back on station and pulled three more wounded to safctyw:1Ok
put on an outstonding cxhibition of flying skill as he hovered at the top of
the jungle hoisting the wounded to safcty. His skill was a tribute to lamy
Jviation and an example of the irmmeasurable aid thosce pilots provide to the
imerican fighting man. The 335th Lviation Campary (4ilmsbile Light) tips its
hat to DUSTOFF 10l of the 25Lth Medical Detachment, (Holicoptor imbulancc) Long
Binh, Republic of Viotnare '

The harrasscd platoon of E/17th Cavalry finally was extracted from the
battle as the COWBOYS pulled them from a rough jungle landing zohe.

(M) LI11 missions on 17 and 18 Deccmber were in nomal support of the

Brigade on Opercbions Conary/Duck and Uniontowne 10 UH-1D's liftcd 420
troops in seven (7) assaults.
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< pick up a prisoner and an cutometic weepon opened ud from a concesled Josition.

(N) Esrly en the mornin; of 19 December 1966, five UH-1D's from the RAMRODS
with a FALCON Ii ht Fire Team besrn zn icro Tifle problem with /17 Cavalry,
The RARRODS worked in the owen, wet mersh land st of Dear Cot along the
Dong Nai River, Placing troood into pusitions and reinforadng  when contact
wes mede, several Vict long were killed or captured. COWROY 849 landed to

‘igt Coley L. Andrews, 849's coor gunner, mortally wounded b the fire
was rushed to the 93d kedicel Ivacustion Hosopitzel where he died scveral
hours later. The airersit had extensiv§ damage to the fuel systom.

CASCZR 611, a UH-1D C&C ship, latcr in the day lsnded nerr the snot 849
hed been hit. Surprise!! the Viet Cong shot him too, slight demege and no
injurics.

333 troops of the h/503d were cxtrected in the afterncor. b~ ten CIWBOYS
with FALCU. cover. Viet Cong werc in the arce, but thore wms negative firc,
A8 the finzl extrection wes made the infantrv fired Clarmotre mines on four
sides of the PZ toward the wood linc,

(0) On 20 December at CE00 hours, seven (7) UH-1D's repositioned 143
paratroow-rs in supjort of Overrtion Uniontoim.

(P) At 0800 on 21 Dccember 1966, the 335th Aviation Compeny (Airmokile ~
Light) ooened the Battle of stump, = compeign thet ves to entril two ssseults
and two extractions from the seme Iending Zone. Thre lending zonc wrs en
opening in dens¢ junglc South of Bear Coet at Y¢ 308 857. The arce was
approximatcly the size of = football ficld with 200 foot trees surrourding
it; inside this hole, trecs of various welphts tere scattored sbhout end a
thick cerpct of underground covered fallen trees, stumps, ditchrs #nd Hits,
Rinning fror North to South in the 174 was o belt of trees end brush 10

‘meters wide thet cut the Lo in half, This 17 had been uscd by three COVBLYS

in an emerrency cxiraction of two elements of E/17th Cevelry on '€ Dicember
1966,

The CO-BOYS, using ten ships in two flights of five ships each, stormed
inte “STUMP" at OLOO hours with paratroopers of 4Lth Battelion, 503rd Infantrwr.
Alphe flight clezred the LZ under tie loedershin of COBOY 6, Lejor Ernest
H. Johnson. Brave Flight, led by Cowboy 5, Major Henrr J. Victor, hit the
LZ and the troops were leaping off from five to ten fect hovers., /s Bravo
flight lifted off, the radio creckled "Iead this is trail, we just lost
our tril rotor end gear box." HORZETHEILF roarcc in from his eogle cre dosit-
ion sbove the flight, and the battle wes under wey, The COUBOYS vourcd troops
onto the LZ to secure the aircreft under repair, and the Viet Cong, coming
alive around thc LY spraved automstic weepon and small arms fire up throush
the Jungle at the CO BOYS end FALCON?. The gunships rolled in on firing
basscs &s the slicks marked with osmoke snd supressed. The Air Foree sent
in fightcers to strike the enemy positions, and srtillery hemme red the aorosch
end deporture paths from the lending zone. However, the VG proved to be
extreriely tenacious as esch 1ift received fire. VH-1D 910, commendcd by
WOW1'Redney G. Heckermsan, took seven (7) hits. One round exnloded » smoke




grenade in the gunnior's comartment, buring Pfc Thomes A,Senchegz's eves
and burning Mr. Hockerman on the crm.

At the first fucling stop, Lejor Victor with scverzl hits and suff«ring
violent in-flight vibretions shut dovm 701, 3 mped into 474 and continued
to lead his flight, Finslly, efter eleven lifts thare were 5¢3 peretrooncrs
in Stump looking for Charlic, ond 799 hed been repaired to the point of being
safe to fly to Bien Hoa.

(@) in OH-138, CASPIR 419, flom by +0 Bill Rrvnolds received two ()
hits in the vicinity of L7 vtump vhile marking enemy structures for ground
troons. Mr. Reynolds made 2 precautionary lsnding ot position Tark. A
Chinook was called in, and 419 wes sling losded to Bien Ho» for ripairs,

(R) On 23 December 1966, the CO¥BOYS began the day with 10 UE-1D's and
two Lirht Fire Tecms lifting 772 trooms of thc 1/503 Infentry and the 199th
Infantry Brigade into LZ's South of Bien Hos. At noon the COWBCYS rcturned
to the “Corral! for a bricfing end change of some aircraoft commarders,

At aporoximetoly 130C, 10 UH~-"D and 4 UH-1R's devarted Rien Fos Tor
Pick up zone Stumn (YS 308857). The 4th Bettalion, 503rd Infentrv wes operee
ting in the aree of Stump and wes to be cxtrected to Dien Hoe prior to nirht
fell in order to be out of snamy contact orior to the weginning of the
Christmas Truce at @700 24 Yeccmber. The oicl u» gonw s entered five (5)
ships at 2 time, and buczuse of the exiremcly high berricrs on 211 four sides
of theP%, limited fuel lozds and Ffiv: (5) troons Prr aircreft -wr: scheduled,
Two extrections by cech flight were accomplished hofore eny firc vas received,
un the third approach Alphe Flight bepen receiving intense autometic TICEDONS
fire. Flight routcs, cpprocches and departures, were altered »verv nossibie
Wy to avoid the intunse growrd fire, by Lajor Johnson in COWBUY lead, Shut-
ting down for fucl after eight 1lifts from STULP, Captain Tucker and IO Danitz
found 2 50 caliber hole in one blade of the main rotor, Caotein ‘ood and
1/t Stced found fuel dreining from 2 wound in the belly of thedir aireresft
and a bullet hole in the fuselage behind Lt Steed's heed, Both crews made
guick repeirs and were rcady for the next 1ift, On tekc off ¥Major Cochren
‘nd Y0 Legg lost vower and put their ship back on the refueling field. Spi
<aul hite, their Crewchicf, mede 2 reopid survey and found the engine intake
clogged with grass and dirt, After o repid clcaning job, the ship wes back
in the flight,

The afternoon r.re ropidly on as 1ift after 1ift brourht the peretroopsrs
out of the PZ. As the troons in the 4th Bettnlion ares dwindled, the Vict
Cong, inspi:te of TaC Aly, Arillery ond the ormed hclicopters, were closing
into the very edges of 21l four sides of the PZ. Fach 1lift into the PZ found the
FALCONS pouring tremendous supnressive flre under the CO BOYS, suppressing
several ,50 coliber nositions, The F.LGON. Pillots flew suicide runs on the
positions to drow fire away frem the vulnersble "slick" aircraft. kany of
thise pesacs were made with little or no ammunition, one pilot flvins end
one pilot firing pistols out the cockpit windo s,
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On the last refueling stop, PLc lews®. accidentrlly wrs thr~wr from the
Crewchief seat of his aircraft at 5 feet. He wa s evacuated to the 93rd
Evac Hospital at Long Binh with a back injury. Lt Strilkling, now had only
one door gunnor and was told to fly his ship to Bien Hoa for repair -- it
was not capable of further flight. Lt Strikling, however, knowing that if
he left the area the troop helicopters would be hurting for cover, explained
the situation to his crew and then led his fire team back on station,

Rain was now falling in the arca of the operation, and as the time passed
it boca me obvious that the Viet Cong were doing their utmost to delay the
extraction so that a small group of Americans would be trapped in the PZ
overnight. The ground fire grew intense with each 1ift, the rain made
vigibility poor and the approaches and departures to the obstacle-stpdded
pickih zonc_ bocanic a horrible mghtuinres Bub the COWBOYS and FALCONS,
following iajor Johnson to the last man, were not to be denied the accamplishe
ment of their mission, With sixty (60) paratroopers remainfing on "STUMPY,
Hajor Johnson asked the COMBOYS if there was a ship that could not 1ift
six (6) troops on the last Jifte Thore was no reply to his question, tho
tense silence indicating that maximum effort was going to be expended on
this lagt load, oven though smie of the weaker ships with only five troops
had been barcly staggering ovor the 200 foot treces around tho PZ on provious
Liftse As the two flights came in very close togethor, the Viet Cong fires
were roturned with marked violencce The troops on the ground, new forming
a tight perimetaer around the small rise the COWBOYS were using as a pickup
point and placing M-79 fire bchind then, attested to the deadly drama that
was heing played out in the jungle PZ. The last COWBOY cloarced the treos
safcly, and ‘the two flights joined for the trip to Bien Hoa. Hoavy rain
showers blocked the path home, Major Johnson, ta ldng to the COWBOYS all the
way, led the flight through a light spot in the stom. Just out of tho
stom, Lt Beasley and WO Heckorman reported an cloctrical fire aboard their
ship. Haking a prccautionary landing in a Cavarly position South of Bicn
Hoa, the crow oxtinguished tho fire and detemiined that the ship was safc
to £ly to Dien Hos.

At Linal asscssmont, the COWBOIS had transportcd a total of 772 troops
during the rclatively quict morning lifts and extracted apprommatcly 700
troops fran PZ Stumpe The FALCONS and COWBCIS with the Alr Forcel!s nine
F-100's and two (2) F-5!s and the artillcryls 105w and 8 inch woapons
cxpendeds twenty (20) 5001b banbs, twelve (12) 7501b banbs (napa.'lm?,
six (6) CBU's, 100 Rockets, 4,400 rounds of 20 nm azmnition, 89,000 rounds
of 7462 nachincgun ammunition, 2,000 rounds of LOmn ssmurition, 420 2475
rockets, U57 rounds of 105mm amunition, and 8 rounds of 8 inch armeunition.

(S) At 0700 hours on 2L Decomber 1966, the 48 hour Christmas trucc went
into effcet, Idalson, logistical and roconnaissance nlssions were flown on
the 24th with no cneny initicted incidents reported.

Christrias Day wa s a quict day as the truce continued with only light
nissionss
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(T) The Christiins Trucc cnded ot 0600 on 26 Docciber 1966. Six Ull=1Dts
repositioned 131 paratroopers in support of Cperation Conary/Ducke .Threc
(3) UB~1D's covered by a IFT lifted 30 trosps in support of tho 1/503d con-
ducting opcreotions in the Brigade TLAOR.

(U) lomal support of the Brigade wes flown dwring the day of 27 Hecaubere

(V) £t 1430 hours the WUSTLNG claicnt was supporting B/17th Cavalry in
the open rice paddics West of Boar Cate UH-1D 567 roceived sniper fire whilc
unloading troops in o LZ, onc round struck the ohgine canmbustion scetions
WO John Logg 1ifted off to approximately 10 feot, but put his ship on the
ground as the ongine failcd. HORSETEIEF camc in to begin recovery work and
a snipcr hit one of the maintcnance personncl in the hand., 4 Chinook was
called to the rcscuc, and the ship wos lifted to Bien Hoa.

Lt 1815 hours z IRRP artroction was called for in an arca to the Southe
West of Boor Cate Throc UH=-1D's covered by a IFT moved in to noke a routine
pick up. L3 o COIBCY let down to meke the cxiraction, Viet Cong dpened
firc frax positions around the pick up zonce The FALCON 81 fire tcom rollced
in to supprcss the cnany firc. Ls FLICON 82, f£lown by CWO Don Norton and
WO Gery Pcyton, broke fron his firing pass a heevy autonatie weopon shot
the engine owoyr and destroyed the cyclic controlse CWO Horton entered osuto-
rotation at trocton Lovel and plunged inte o anell, rough clcaring, whipping
off o pair of rotkets as he crashod through the trecse WO Poyton, on the
flex-nachincguns, firced the weepors until the ship finelly cane to reste
L1l crew naibers wore alive, but the ercwehief, Sp/ly Imther, wes scverly
burncd and he ¢ to be helped away fran the wrcekagee SSGT Kilgorc, the S-2
acrial obscrver ckoard the shiz, made two trips into the burning wreckago
to obtein weopons for defenmscs Vict Cong in thc erce were firding at tho
cowred crev, but a UH-ID £lown by WO Rolph Hicls and WO Willian ilanker,
syooped doun and snotched the downed crev  fron the hands of the Vict Cong.

Tho aircre £t was destroyed and totoll: consuied by firce The crev was
flowm to the 93rd Hvee lospitel, all rcturncd to duty cxecpt the crcuchicf
who wo s sent to the United Stotes.

(W) On 29 Jecatbor 1966, 300 troops of thc 1/503 werc liftcd in § Cils
in support of Opcreotion Unisitown. Tcn (10) UH-1D's and 2 LFT's liftcd
LS trosps of the 2/503 in support of Cenory/Duck cnd the Bottle of LZ
"STUIP", The 2/503 was sweeping the arca around LZ Stuap.

(X) On 30 Docaiber ot 1630 hours an assault was nade on o tax collcction
point South of Beor Cat. No resistance wo s cneountercd. Lftcr this 118t on
LERF was cxtrocted, ond claicnts of B/17th were artracted froan positions
West of Demr Cob. Sncll units werce 1oft in olace s ambush patrols.

(Y) The weor of 1856 ended quictly os the 173¢ Lirbornc Brigade (Scp-
arate) contiimued to owercte South of Beayr Cote The COUBOIS, FALCONS and
CLSPERS contirucc to provide the 173¢ with the fincst fmy Lviation support
avalleble in the werlds Parctroopers of the Drigode contizmed to
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; » Soarch tho arca around the notorious position Stump. Very little eneny con-

' tact was mado, however, the Vict Cong continue to snipe, booby trap and am-
bush, Pranisc of the COWBOYS returning to LZ Stump was strong and cvery mon
expects 4o encounter hoavy resistance.

III. MONTHLY STATISTICS:

OH-13 UB~1B(4)  UH-1B UH-1D TOTAL
TOTAL SOLTIGS: 577 1206 591 5956 8330
HOURS s 259 55L 219 1650 2682
PiX: 12031
CLRGO (tons): 177
ATRCRAFT HITS : 16

IV. TRAINING

Troining during Deeanber was restrictod by the extrame operctional canit-
nents., Tho month recorded an cxceptional meaber of flying hours plus nany
hours not logged while LRRP, Eagle Flight and Firc Tcans stood by for any
missions the Brigadc might have. Normal standardization and ericntation was
conducted for now pilots arriving in the unite

Vo LWARDS LND DECCRATIONS:

(4) &b 0800 on 3 Decanbor 1966, Hajor Johnson decorated CWO Danlel Se
Norton wibh a Distinguishod Flying Cross for actions in March of 1966. Captan
Paul W. Lovgron was proschted a Bronze Star for moritorious service as Llr-
Oraft Camnandor of the Brigade Cammanding Gencrel's UH-1D, BEighty-two (82)

othor officers and enlisted men were presonted Basic Mir Hedals in the Companys

(B) &t oBoo on 10 Docamber 1966, Major Johnson decorated fourbocn (1h)
nawbors of the Caapanys Included was an fir Modal with "V" dovice for horolsn
asonbed to 1/Lt Willoughby S. Goin III for his bravery in flying a fully

. zrmiod UHW1B out of a parking area, abt might, when the Viet Cong hod sabotaged
anothor awicd Helicoptor. -

(C) Colonel Robort C. Shaw, acting Brigedo Camnandor, decoratod sixty-
four COWBOYS and FALCONS for their action on 23 _ccamber 1966 at the Battlo

of "STUMPM, Crcwchicfs and gunnors werc decorated with drmy Camendetion liodals

with "V dovices and Adreraft Coamandors and rilots were prescnted Alr tiodals
with "W dovicos. Hajor Johnson and Captein Wood arc being recauncndod for

the DFC as flight lcaders on the nission. 1/Lt Stribling is ponding a Silver
8tar for cxecpticnal gallentry demonstrated while flying a battlowdanaged gun~
ship through heavy cnciry £irce

PROVIDING THE 173D AIRBORNE BRIGADE (SEPLRATE)

WITH THE MOST PROFESSIONAL AIRMOBILE SUPPQRT
LVLTLLBIE ANYWHERE IN THE WORID.
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