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UNIT HISTORY
48th Assault Helicopter Conpany .
5 July 1965 to 12 Qctober 1970 . o,

The 48th Aviation Company (Airmobile) (Light), with support detachments,
the 390th Trensportation Detachment, 27%th Signal Detachwent, and 286th
ledical Detachment, wes activated at Fort Benning, Georgia by General
Order 200, headquarters, Third United States Army, on 5 July 1965. The
only neme listed on the 5 July morning report was that of Major Keith L,
Groom the first Commanding Officer. The first enlisted entry on the
worning report was Specialist Five Josehp B, Psarsey, which appeared on
. the 21st of July 1965. At that time, avihorizod psracnnsl strength was
fourteen officers, forty-one warrant ofilcers, and 115 enlisted men, 1

All personnel and ecuipment were to be obiained from locally evailable
resources. The primary source of personrel snd ecuipment was the result
of the 1lth Air Assault Division and 2nd Intentry Divisicn being reformed
into the First Air Cavelry Division at Fort Femning, Georgla. Seventy-
five percent of the cquipnent was received through lateral transfer , .
froi reorganizing units ct Fort Benning.

vajor Cherles H. Druumond essuuncd couuand of the 48th Aviction Company
on 1 September 1665, the same day the first pilots signed in at Head-
quarters, 10th Aviation Group, Hearly all the aviators reporting for
duty with the 48th Aviztion Cowpany were reassigned fron European
assignments end their teours had buen curteiled os a result of the
Vietnaw build up.

The 48th Aviation Conpany and dotachmonts were directod overseas on 8
September 1965. The noxt five weeks were spent PR qualifying of all
personnel, drawing, proccssing, and packing TOud and TA50 equipment for
overseas shipment. An advance party of sixz 6fficers and 20 enlisted
personnel doparted 18 Octobur 1965 for Oaklend, Californie., There thoy
signed for 16 UH-1D and 9 UH-1B helicopters and accorpanicd thewr over

to Vietnam on the USKS Kula Gulf, o baby aircraft carrier. Upon erriving
&% Cai. Ranh Bay 16 Novciber 1965, the 48th Aviation Coupuny wes assigned
to the 10th Aviation Bettelion, loczted at Dong Ba Thin, ond wes to sct
up base camp at Phan Reng, A4t this tine, the call sign ¥Bluc Star"

- was given to the 48th Aviation Coupeny by hajor Suith, Coupanding Officer,
611th Transportation Company. The romaining personnel of the 48th de-
parted the contincntel United States on 5 Noveidber 1965 sbozrd. USNS
Geiger, a Bavy Troop Cerricr, which arrived at Can Renh Boy on 26 Novem-
ber 1965, and the icn and equipment disenborked into LOU!'s that trang-
ported thew to the beach,

The advanced party oncaiped with the Air Force, who at that time also
aiounted to an advence party in Phen Rang with only a few tonts erceted.
The advenced perty ncaswred off and staked out the corpany area. The
arranged from the Alr Force to have cots, tonts and woter for the conpany
upon their arrival, The coordinated with the 1st Brigode, 101st Airborne
Division (also new in Phen Rang). 4 field kitchen, couplete with fire
unit, pots and pans, was obtained., Rations were slso drawn frow the 101st,
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The romaining personncl were convoyed fron Dong Ba Thin to Fhan Rang

n 24 ton trucks. Onc truck rcceived sniper fire near Phen Reng, This
3&5 the first incident where the 48th Aviation Conpeny received hostile
tire, Throughout the first few wecks while the 48th was clearing the
land end building thelr canp the nonsoon reins were in full force and they
worked, ate, end slept in mud up to thelr knees. Foxholes were dug, tents
erected, ond soue lirdted flying ndssions werce done in the weecks that
~followeds, = . ' ' o

On 21 December 1965 the 48th conducted its first cowpany sized airmobile
oporation when it advinistratively lifted 4 Corpany, 2nd Bettalion,
--502nd Airborne Infentry. The 48th's first engine failurc cccured on 23
Docember: and was brought safely down in a ricc paddy by Major Bromen
and CW2 Geer., The first operational coubet mission was on 26 Decomber
with the cxtraction of bodies fror a crashed aireraft. Coptain Arthur
hoew: and 1LT Robert E. Smith successfully accorplished this rdssion
under extreuely hnzordous conditions and enery fire. Both roceived the
Air Medal with "V"device ond were the first nerburs of the 48th Aviation
Conpany to be decorated for heroisin, : '

On 1 Januery 1566 tho 46tk Aviation Coupeny (AML) wes deelared cowbat
operational by the Componding Officor, hmjor Charles H. Drunrond, ' The
conpany was inecountry s total ¢f only 36 days before it wne declaroed
combat operational. Lnd what a declaration - - the compony underwent
a morter attack of 21 morter rounds within thu carp the sare day. :

After rehearsing for threo days, the 48th Aviation Coupeuny pilots put
out a lst Brigade, 1l0lst 4Airbornc Division, Long Range Reconnasance
Patrol tean (LRRP) in an erca 10 rdlcs south cast of Fhon Rang on 4.
January 1966,  The helicopters orbited 15 rdnutcs after inscrtion and-
started back toward howe base when the IRRP tean tade dn evergenecy eall
requesting extraction as they were heavily engoged in o firc fight,
- The gunships supprossed tho enery firc and the slicks extrected the. toar.
This was the first tire the 48th Aviation Coupony personnel actively-
engaged the gnevy. : E '

- On 8 Jamiory 1966 the 46th Avietion Coumpeny holped support the 117th -
sviation Coupeny 2t Tuy Hoo during Operation Jefferson in conjunction
with the ROK {Republic of Korce) Brigadc, This was: the first support
given to Koreans by the 48th Aviction Conpany. The 48%th Avintion Con-
pany also supported the lst Birgade of the 10lst &irborne Division,
the 47th ARVN's, and gave support to Headquartors, lst Fiold Foree in
Nha Trang.at this tive,: v R Lo PR

Major Harry Roper cssumed Comnend of the coppeay froo Major Drurmond

on 4 &pril 1966. Shortly after asswing courand, Major Roper designed

o corp any croste The background for the crest is o "Bluc Stor" bordered

in gold, derived froc the original and still-in-effect unit call sign,

Centered inside the Blue Star arc the nuierals "48" in white lettors

- owith bleek trin, Lettered in dark red on a white seroll below the Blue
Star 1s the undt notto "Skill Not Luck®. also contrived by Mejor Romar.
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Upon zwrrival in country end prior to assutdng cortiond of the 48th, Major
Roper was repeatuodly teld cof the rany successful operations by the ncw-
ly foried 48th Aviction Coupany, of which nost scurces contributed

their success tc purc luck. 4fter but a bricf pericd with the corpany,
hojor Roper reclized that it wes skill, not luck which cecounted for

the 48th Lviation Coipanies success cnd hence the conpany notto origie
nated, Theo Blue Stor hos becoie a syr.bol of strong pride awong the Lol
bers of the 48th Lviaticn Coupeny. Each aircraft adorns = Blue Ster
trivzed in geld on its tail section, and rLen in the corpony proudly weer
the Blue Star patch on their right breast poecked

During rost of 18566 tho 486th Aviction Coipeny moved its bosc canp
nu.erous tiles and cngaged in sustaincd corbot operations at Phan Reng,
Dong Ba Thin, Tuy Hoa, Dak To, Nhon Co, and Cheo Roco. In the foll

of 1966 the 48th roturncd to its peruanent beso coip ot Phen Rang and
asgurcd the rissicn of general cviation suppert to the lst Brigede,
10lst 4Lirberne Divisicon. In late Neverber the lst Brigoede, 10lst Lire
berne departed for Kentw... For the first tire in iony .onths, the 48th
found itself not in support of the "Screaring Eogles," but insteed in
suppert of the lst Brigede, 4th Infantry Divisicn,

On 8 Februnry 1967 USikiFsG Genernl Order Fwdber 30 offici~lly redasige
noted the 48th iviation Coipany (Lirnobile) (Light) es the 48th Lsseult
Heliccpter Ccupeny. 4t the soie tiie, the 48th was given o change in
airereft autherizaticn, now reflcecting 23 1ift ships, or "slicks™, and
& gun ships, .

During the early nenths of 1967 the 48th issault Helicopter Cerpony
rérained at Phan Rang, graduclly previding suppert new te $th Republic
of Kerea Infantry Divisicn (White Hersc). On 1 oy 1967 the unit was
assigned the rissicn of previding aviation suppert to the 9th ROK
Divisicn and a fordord buse of cperaticns wes cstoblished at Ninh Hoa,
hs of today the pissicn of the 48th isscult Helicopter Compeny renains
unchanged, that of providing direct suppert tc the 9th ROK Division,

On 29 Octcber 1967, the Ninh Hee instellation was icrtored for the first
tites 4 tctel of six rounds landed in the coupound, ncne of which

were in the 48th Asscult Helicopter Ccipeny fres, The Koreans sugtained
nine casualtics, one fatality,

‘The reiainder of the rear support elerents ¢f the 48th hssault Helie

, copter Conpany woved to Ninh Hoa fror Phan Reng cn 1 Noweiber, 1967.
~ On the 9th all flyable aircraft werc flown tc Fleiku in crder to escope
a typhcon forecast t¢ cnter Ninh Heca on the 10th, The typhoon did
strike ond necrly all the tents cnd freres in the 48th sssault Helicopter
Colpany ares were destroyed, along with ccnsiderable equipront and
. personal belengings. Mo sericus injurics though,

Two cried helicopter light fire teais (Jckers) cn 21 May 1968 of the
48th perforied escort duty for Genorel Willizn . Westiorcland, Con-
randing General iV, cn a visit tc the Coironding Generel of the Sth
ROK Divisicn. The 48th was alsc called upen tc provide trensportaticn
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~and escort for General Greizhton W. ibrais on his visit to the #aCV Duc
My training Center on 10 July 1968,

The 48th Assault Helicopter Coripany raintensnce platoon {known as the
"Hanger Rats") were awarded the 17th Corbat Lviation Group Best Maine
tenance award for the ronths of Septevber and October 1968, This recog-
nition of outstanding achieverent in aircraft iaintenance reflects a high
degree of professional knowledge and devotion to duty by the neubers of
our raintenance platoon, ' :

To everyone, happiness was when the new contoincent area wes completed
sufficiently to-allow all persomnel to Love out of tents into their new
quarters during the nonth of October 1968, Spare tiue was spent in the
next few ronths doing things as leveling, ditching, planting sod,
painting buildings and irproving drainage.

also during the nonth of October we had four KOK Army Pilots couplote
their training and were rcturrcd to their parent organizetions with
aireraft coumander orders. The pilots wore given an opportunity to
experience every aspect of flying the UH-1 thet norually is handled by
any uerber of this unit. o

The eireraft iszintenance persomncl of the 4L8th kssault Helicopter Come
pany cnce again proved their expertise and sense of riassion accorplish-

- pent in keeping aireraft in a flyable stetus, On 14 Novoiber 1968,

they reported 100% flyable idssion ready airersft. This feat was reo=
peated on Januery 2ud and 3rd, 1969, kMointencnce reported 100% available
and the 48th flew 100% on the two consceutive doysi L

During the nonth of kerch 1965 "Worthington Coupound" became the new
narie of the Blus Star area at Ninh Hoa in honor of WO Lewrencc F,
- Worthington who was killed in hostile action on 11 Janusry 1969,

On May 1 1969 the 48th hod its zrand opening for the new PX, Tho Biuo
Ster dispensary acquired an added attraction, a brand now dentel chair.
- No dentist at the tiie, but a nice chair, : o

The 48th issanlt Hollcopter Compeny continues its direet support of the
9th ROK Infantry Division to include daily resupply, ecoibat asscults,
extractions, aduinistrative trocp rovenents, transporting VIF's, over-

head troop cover, couvoy cover, reconnaissance 1issions, and tactical
emorgency ridsions. In addition, the 48th hes provided support as re-

- quiroed to the surrcuading ioricen and Vietnovese units in I Corps
Tactical Zone. We were proud to serve in the Canbodia cperation of Moy
end June of this yoar. 4t the tile of this writing the 48th Assoult
Helicopter Couipany hes experienced 224 days and 14,012 flying hours

withcut an accident which nore than arplifies our pottos "Skill Not Luck™,
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