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MENT OF TFZD ARMY
HEADQUARTERS, 52D CGIBAT AVIATION BATTALION
APO San Francisco 96318
WFLYING DRACGONS!

AVGD-CC 10 December 1967

SUBJECT: After Action Report, Operation FLC LRTHUR (AOQ SPAATZ), 25 Oc-
tcber - 30 November 1967

TO: Sec Distribution

1, (C) GENERAL: This report covers Operation MAC ARTHUR (L0
SPAATZ) in tho vicinity of DLX TO, Kontum Province, Republic of Vietnam,
for the periocd 25 October -~ 30 November 1967,

a. Command Headquarters., The command headquarters, from the
standpoint of aviation operations, was the 17th Combat fviation Group.

b. Mission, The mission of the 52d Combat Jlviation Battalion
(FLYING DR.LGONS) was to provide aviation support to the lst Brigade, 4th
Infantry Division and it's attached and supporting elements within the
confines of LO SPLITZ (see incloseure 1).

¢. Participating Units.

(1) Units organic to the 52d Combat Lviation Battalion,
commanded by LTG Edward P Lukert Jr, which participated in Cperation MLC
IRTHUR, are as follous: : '

Headquarters, 52d Combat fviation Battalion

57th Lssault Helicoptor Company .

119th lssault Helicopter Company

155th fLssault Helicopter Company (-)

170th Lssault Helicopter Company .ot
189th lLssault Felicopter Company (-)

179th Lssoult Support Helicopter Company

(2) Supporting detachments organic to units in paragraph
1c(1), which supported the operation, were:

545th Transportation Detachment
70th Signal Detachment

94th Medical Detachnent

405th Transportation Detachment
448th Signal Detachment

755th Medical Detachmont

402nd Transportation Detachment
604th Transportation Detachment

AARNCINENTIAN
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fth Signal Detachment
615th Transportation Detachment
822nd Bignal Detachment

(3) 43ditional aviation support elements, OPCOJ to the 524
CiB during Cperation LLC [RTHUR, were:

Gun Platoon, 192nd .ssault Helicopter Company
180th Lssault Support Helicopter Compony
196th Lssault Support Helicopter Company
213th lLssault Support Helicopter Company
243rd Lssault Support Helicoptcr Company

2, {(C) INTELLIGENCE:

a, INTSUMS pertaining to Operation KiC LRTHUR were published as
carly as 15 October 1967, containing reports showlng the build-up of enc-
my forces in preparation for the Battle of DiX TO. HNowever, taken as
thav occurred, the reports were not significant until on or about 29 Oc-
tober when they began to indicate a pattern.

(1) During the period 15~21 October, there werc several re-
ports of small arms fire directed ab wlircsaft in an area 20 kilometers
(lm) northeast of DLK TO, TLN CiMH City (4 lm northeast of DiK T0) ro-
ceived 5 rouvnds of mortar fire.

(2) 22.-29 Cetober, contact was made with an unidentified
company sizc unit 8 km southeast of DiK TO. Heavy trail building activi-
ty was reported 30 km northwest of DiK TO. fn agent reported that a 4000
man force would use the trails indicated to move into KONTUM Provinee,

(3) From 30-3L October, an agent reported the 24th NVL Re~
giment in an area 25 lm northwest of DIK TO. 4L Special Forces vehicle
hit a wine 12 km northwest of DLK TO. -t

(4) During the pericd 1~7 Hovember, several mines were de-
tonated along Highway 14, betwcen DX TO and KOWTUI City., Ground con-
tacts took place daily in an area West and Zouth of D/ TO. The fational
Police reported extensive propaganda and anti-govcrmment lecturcs through-
out XONTUl: and PLEIXU Provinccs. They also reported plans to cutv Highway
1/ and hit KOUTUH with rockets and mortars. WNVL Sgt Vu Hung, 6é6th NV.L
Rogiment, rallied at DiX KRI Village, near D/X TO. He gave locations cnd
battle plans for the 66th, 32nd, 2ith and 174th Regiments, He also men-
tioned the 40th Heavy frtillery Regiment., Thosc units were reported by
Sgt Vu Pung to be deployed in the vicinity of D/X TO, and planned to roc-
ket D.X TO and KOJTM! and overrun BLK TO.

(5) From 8-l Movomber, savage fighting occurrcd in the DiK
TO arez, with almost continuous heovy contact., 8-10 November, contact
contered 7-15 km westsouthwest of DX TO. After the 10th, the heavicst
concentration of activity was approximately 15-20 km westsouthwest of DAK
TO.
>
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(6) On 15 dovembor, the secoad phase of tha VK TO bdatile
boran,  Frem 1521 Novembor, hoavy contoct continned, Eacmy troops snom-
oC to be well cntrenched, Their objective scomed to bo an attempdt to in-
flict as rony US casnnltics as possible, rathor then attempting to over-
run UK TO itself, Taits mentioned in wmara:ranh 2a(4) had by now baan
coafirmed in coantoct,

(7) Dvring tha poriod 2228 Hovomdar, casmy activity do-
creased sirndflcantly. In what appsarcd to be an attampt to divert 78
Forccs from D.X TO, tho cnemy horan to incroasc ambnsh ond harassias ace
tivities in the KOJTE City, PLIEINN crea, KOG City was mortared on
the 27th. The 32nd, 65th aad 174th Reriments were badly ravled and at-
tompted to pull back and resroup and resuppdy, with the 24th rowaindng in
contact northoast of DX TO,

3, {C) OPIR.TIONS:

6. The 52d CLB was the principle suprerting aviation elewent
during Operation i..C /RTH'R, The battalion's normal daily operetional
comrd tbment to the 4th Infantry Division was 22 UE-1Fs, 10 UH-1Cs and 7
fll-47s. the majerity of which was allocated tc the lst Brizade at DiX TO,.

b, Significant Events. . day-by-day account cf siznificant
evonts is listed below. Due to the heat of battle and the marimm effort
recuired of tho operation, only the most importaat events are recorced.
Single ship operations and iiisecllancously missions will only bz reflect.-
cd ia the overall statistics,

(1) 25 Octover 67 - 170th .ssault Holicopter Cuimpany
(4HC) particizated in a combet assault (CL), lifting the 1/8th Inf and
1/22ad Inf, for a total of 550 passenzors (P/X) and 150 sorties. 11Cth
410 moved a portion of the 1/12th Inf, totaling 54 PIX in 2Q sorties,
(2) 26 Octeber 67 - 170th [FC conductod a CL, liftine
the 1/€th Inf, toteling 225 PiX and 143 sortics. 110th AHC coaductod a
fianl ewtractien for the 3/12th Inf, totaling 100 PLX.

(3) 27 Qctober &7 - 170th AHC. condncted a CA for the
3/12th Inf, Liftins 132 PAY in 40 sorties. 110th LHC condvetod a Ci, 1lift-
ing 108 PiX; then conducted a final exiractien for 3/¢th Iaf, totalin- 261
P,

(4) 28 Octebor 67 - 170%th LHC perticipated in a CA for
tha 1/¢th Iaf,

{5) 20 Octobar &7 -~ 170th JFC condreted a Cf for 3/12th
I17, totaling 254 PIX in 158 sorties.

(6) 31 Octobsr 67 - 170th ANC conductad a Ci feor ist Bde
1ifting 72 PiX in 45 sorties.
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(7} 3 Yovember &7 - 17%th I'C conductad a GL for the
3/¢th Inf, lifting 254 P/X% ian 111 sorvias; followed by 4 assanlts for the

3/12th. totaliny 240 pv in 105 sorties, The 11%th than assanltad with
the 1/12th, airliftiae 211 pix.

() 4 Yoverber &7 - 17%th LEC condvetad a gf for the
2/504th abn, lifting 120 2.7 in 55 sortiss, Eeavy suomv fire was en.
cotatared in the landing zone (Lz)., 1 I~1H received 5 hits and 1 croy-
ran vas wounded,

(®) 7 dovember 67 - 170ty «EC participated in a €. fop
the lst Fee,

(20) S Jovemhar &7 .. 177th AHC condreted a Gf with the
3/€th Inf, liftins 121 Poy in 54 sorties. wlreralt recoived Jirht snmall
oreg fire approaching the 1%, is atrerait vors departia: the Lz, heavy
Rorter fire was recaived., 1 "H-1Y wes hit zud destroved, worading 1
crawsan, Thae 179%h thes assanlted with eleciants of the 3/¢th Inf, 1if-
Ing 162 PiX in &7 sorties, That sare day, the 115th 1ifteq B/ 24th CIing,
totelins 130 rix,

(11) 10 Tovarber 67 119th SEG 1if5cd & 4th Div olo
ment, totaling 60 PiX, 1 7110 yag shot down vhile Aroviding covoring

firn,

(12) 11 jovonber €7 - 1lcth 2yg condvetad a O for the
1/1%th Inf, totaling 129 prx. :

13) 12 ‘lovembor &7 - 1178 LEC conlustad a G4 for tho
1/€th Inf, lifting 180 Tux, Snipoer firc was roceived in and arovnd the
L% with ne:ative resvlts,  The Y70th, oa the same 1ift, -ha¢ 1 THelF hit
Ly 2 rounds of sall arrs fira, sustaining minep damzge,

(14) 13 ovembor 67 - 110th AHO assaulied with B and ¢
Companies, 1,/6th Inf, lifting 210 prx 2 4 additional 3ling loads, Sni-
Per fire was rocoived From 5 locations in and aronad the LZ, with neative
rosulis,  On the eane assanlt, the 170th had 1 TE-1E hit by rocrot fire
{(B=42). Tha aircrait vasg dostroved and 4 crevien wounded,

(15) 1z Vovenber 67 . 110tk MG conduetad 2 Chg for tho

2/Lth Inf, Sotaling 450 pir, Sniper fire was arain reccived from a1l
quadrants,

{18}y 15 Vovember 67 .~ 170th Az condusted 2 Cls with +he
SV g 812 ort of the ls% Bla, . total ov €00 Pi were 1:fted in 164
surties, 1 PH-1F was hit by spall arrs fire and 1 ercw merbor wag wound..

N
e,

(17) 1% Sovenber 57 « 170th tre rarticipated in a Lth
Iaf Div ca.,
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(18) 19 November 67 - 170th IEC participated in 4th Inf
Div CAi. 1 UH-1C was hit by small arms fire, sustaining only minor domage.

(19) 22 November 67 - 170th jHC participated in a Ci for
the 4th Inf Div, The 119th assaulted with the 173rd Gibn, 1lifting 120 PLX,
2 aircraft were hit by small arms fire without major damage.

(20) 23 Hovember 67 - 170th [HC participated in a Ci fer
the 4th Inf Div, The 119th conducted an assault 2nd final extraction for
the 3/8th Inf, totaling 120 P.X, Another finel extracticn for the 3/12th
Tnf rosulted in the movement of 240 PiX,

(21) 24 November 67 - 170th and 119th £HCs conducted as-
saults with the 1/12th Inf, vieinity HILL &75. 120 PiX werc moved. .[u~-
comatic weapons fire was rocoived from all quadrants of the Lz, 2 air-
craft wore hit; 1 by 8 rounds, the other by 10 rounds, 1 crew member was
woundod. The 11Sth then made 2 final oxtraction for 2/505rd Abn from
HILL 875. 150 PiX were oxtracted.

(22) 25 November 67 - 119th fHC conducted an assault and
final extrdction for the 1/8th Inf, totaling 240 PAY and 10 sling loads,
< final extraction was olso cxccuted for the 3/8th and 3/12th Inf with
370 P:iX., Immodiately following, the 170th assaulicd with the 3/12th with
300 P:X in 100 sortics.

(23) 26 Novembor 67 = 189th fHC cxccuted 3 night madical
ovacuatuins under cmorgoney conditicns.

(24) 27 Hovember 67 - 18%th LHC moved 73 PAX and 1600
nounds of cargo for 4th Inf Div. '

(25) 28 Novoember 67 - 170th LHC condueteod a C. with the
1/6th Inf, moving 121 PiX in 58 sortics. The 1/12th Inf was then lifted,
totaling 353 PiX in 183 sortics. The 180th slso participated “in this
1ift, moving 372 P.X, 1 UH-1H crashed in the LZ with nogative injury to
ths creve

(26) 29 November 67 - 185th [HC conductcd ¢ finol ox-
troction and an asscult, moving 252 PiX.

(27) 30 Wovember 67 - 183th [HC conducted anothor move,
lifting 565 P.X, 1 aircraft roceived automntic weapons firc, suffering 1
hit with negative injury to the crow., Howover, the battalion commander
of the 3/12th Iaf reccived minor focicl wounds from flying motal parti-

clega

c. Operational Statistics. The following is o resumc of sto-
tistics cmassed by the 52d CLB during Operction MAC /RTHUR. Thesc totals
do not inelude performances of those units attachod or OPCON to the bat-
tolion during that opcration,
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BT TH-1 , TOT.L
SORTIES EOURS ECURS HOURS
17,563 6325 1225 7550

CRT BIRY TOT:L CARGO
4BLTS MOVES P.X TONS_

&4, 20 32,516 9075

JED DE.D TNENY ./
EViCS EV.CS LBL. EITS
#720 %320 UK ORRT 16

L/C L/c Doy /0 CRIW MEM
DD DEST RECOV'D 153 /KILL
24, 3 ®%4,0 15 / 3
SMEUNITION EXPENDED
7.02um 2.008m 24CT
577,900 34,882 6329

% Figurcs include LRV avecuations.

#¥¥% Figurcs includc aireraft cvecunted for the 335th lslt
Hol Co (attoched to 173rd iba Bde eond B/22Gth Lvn Ba
(attached to clements of lst Cav Div).

4. (C) HATITENLJICE:

a. During the period 25 October -~ 30 November 1967, clumcnts of
the 524 CLB flow in cxccss of 10,000 hours, the mejority of, which wero
flown in support of the 1st Brigode, 4th Iafantry Division, on Opuration
}.C LRTHUR. The clowments involved performcd 330 PiIs and 121 PP iaspoec-
tions during thot same poriod. , -

b. In cad around DX TO, 40 nireraft wore cvacuated by the 175th
islt Spt Hel Co, 411 of these circraft had beon dancged by cacmy fire or
duc to operating in cxtreme confinod arcas. Nost of theso pireraft were
ropairable, but may have beon othorvise lost oxcept for the profcssional
compotence of the 175th.

¢c. It roquircd approximately 25,000 naintconancs ponhours to per-
forn the inspoctions nentioned in paragraph 40. sdditionally, it took an
cstinmated 25,000 malntonoace nanhours to parforn vnscheduled maintencnee,
2couse of the shortage of nmaintensnce persoancl in eritical skills, crows
ofton worked around the clock to supply zircraft to ncot operational re-
gquircnents., Boedusc of thoir offorts, the battclion was able to naintain
throughout the operation an availability rate of 78,.4% on UH-1Cs and 84.6%
on UH-1Hs,
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5. (U) /MiRDS LYD DECCRATIONS: The following rocomrendotions for
avards ond decorcbions have beon forwarded or arc being proparcd as o
rosult of the Battle of DLK TO.

Silver Star 25
Distinguished Flying Cross 41
Bronzo Stor 13
Lir ledal with "V Dewviee 74
irmy Comrendation iiodal 16
Purple Heert 13 ;

6, (U) COCiT.NDER'S CBSERVLTIONS, DISCUSSICH L¥D RECO::T DHD.TIOHNS:
O 'Landing Zoncs,

(1) Obscrvation and Discussion, During this oporaticn, zn
incrcosed rotoe of conbat and operationel domege wes cxpericinced in infan-
try battalion and conpeny size landing zonos. On soverol combat assoults
bonb craters were uscd for landing zones. This situsation, alvhough cx-
trorely hezardous, was unavoidoblo duc to tho torrain and location of tho
cnory. Howeover, thesc seme hazardous landing crcas were usced again and
agoin with 1ittls or no inprovement. In addition to the oxtrerely siall
landing orcas, trosh in thege landing zoucs doubled the risks to incon-
ing cireraft., Loosc ponchos, G-ration boxcs and cans, as woll as cipty
sandbags, were to be found in quantity in nnd around 2ll landing zones,
During this operation alone, this battalion rcplacud 38 main rotor blades
and 35 tail rotor blades, the majority of which were causcd by flying do-
bris, The incidents cited cost the governnent approxiretcely $123,500,

(2) Rocomwndotion, I recoriend that commanders place in-
roosad cnphosis on propor londing zons soloction and preparation.  The
police of the aroa should be the responsibility of the individunl within
the infontry unii who iz responsible for wailt resupply by aircraft, cnd

the elean-up progran should be closcly nonitorcd,

,

b, Lircroft Utilizotion,

(1) Obscrvotions and Discussion, During the Battle of DX
70, o nisutilization of aireraft wes oxporicncsd on o nuzber of oceasicns, w
This was due prinarily to inndoquate plonning or o lack of sufficicnt
plamaing tiie, On suveral occasions, airernft were sssombled from all
over IT Corps for o priority 1ift whon existing asscts could hove scrved
the purposc, properly utilizsd, Cormanders failed to scek aviation ad-
vice during nission planning. Conssquently, cviction supperiting clonsats
suffcrsd. Aireraft would arrive oz station, on tinc, only to find londs a
not roady for pickup or the intended delivery point had not heen deelded
upon. Due to cxeussive idle tine, critical blade tire wos oxpended,
thorcby reducing the cviation effvetiwvencss during pock operationcl po-
rioda, J[viation roquircrents weroe constantly changed without waraing,
aad using units had difficulty dotormining whnt night be nccded two hours
honee, The rore aircraft allocated a unit, the nore sortics added on to

7
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d, safetw,

(1) Ohservatioas znd Discrseirn, Dwrtae the Battle of DAY
T0, scveral extremcly wafortunate accidents occurrad; accidents wnich
covld have casily boen avoided. Tassen-ers loading ond off-lonfing be-
liconters contimed to wclk iatn 1urn3n' rotor blades. Trraings hlades
are o hazerd at any tire; however, iihen anerztins on nther than lowal
sromd, the hazard increases tea-fold, A rotor strile +ill alnost aliavs
vesvlt in decanitation and fanth to the iacdividral involved.

(2) Recorrendation, Personiel operating in the vieinity of
halicopters shorld be constantly rerinded of the danrers iavolwed, Class-
es or cderonstrations shonld bhe ~ivea as to the rrowner method of boarding

nr ¢eparting a belicortar, On the just eomelnded operation, 3 lives wmre
mnecessarily lost dre to carelessnass ja this nanner,
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