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FREFACE

4lthougn I was not one. of the original Griffins,

I algo formed with an 4RL unit in the States before
coming to Vietnam., I joined C Battery shortly after
their arrival at Canp Zvans., T have attempted to write
the history as I saw it, and as an aviator T recognize
ny limiteticns in this restect. 4ll the rhotogravha
included were taken with & 35um Canon PTQL camera with
3 QOmm 1.8 lens, and T as ume fuli regponsibility for
t hem.

I extend my thanks to O Stephen H. Scheiding.
559=-T6-G721 who prepared the Dedication, CWO Billy R.

. Hartbarger 413-78-3148 .ho wrote the section concerning
forming end training at Fort Srazg, and CJ0 Richard .
Freeman 267-60-7871 who handled the narrative of the
ferrv flight.

Specialist Five /illiam S. Hallonk 496-52~0304
deserves 2 gpecial th&nks_mor the long hours he spent
sorting and condéneging 1nformation from the Uperstions
section. T also wish to thank Captain Robert B. 7illiems
226~56-3673 and 0 Joseph J. ¥ilhone 331-30-8522 for - |
rroof reading the drafts, and off. ring helpful suggeetlons 
and cr1t1c1 ms. Lasgt, but not least, my thanks.gqee_to

for typing the final copy.;

C70 Loren . Gee 538-4Q;5748;_




DEDICLTION

suring C Battery's brief ztey in Vietnam, the Sriffing
acve cccomplished,ond exceeded, the goals establishzd in
she develorment -f ~erial locket artillery. ¢ Battery's
record is uvnexcellea, If tsken ot face value, credit
Slegnt ve oiven te the wviators who fly the circraft and
Tire the rceckets, but behind each pilet there zre gevercl
enlistec men xxzx who, together, form the bockbone of
the unit. any a nignt on crmament man or = crewehnief
remained at his job until tae wee small hours of the
Lernins te assure that adls civeraft wourld be wiscion
rezqy Tor the next day. DLurine major enegugements ammo
cersennel often nad tu vork well into the nicht tc #eewv
vece with the miniticns veing exvended...t ocur f.rwvard

cetions enlisted persconned rem: ined on duty tc coordinate

communiesaticns, cnd suvedics, snd provide airerafst
cintensnce. | aintenance »snd Lrunsportaticn working
teogether os & precisiin mrcenine kept the uiroraft,&nd
venlceles, overcting, 2nd the clorks rnd tvoiste meintoined
control uver the mescive cmounts ¢f r&perwork necessary
for tac completi o of © Zatter's missio“. sithout
T..ece ehlicted nen benind the svenes, ang menticn of
Lozettery would be an :fterithounsht.

Jer thie resscon, this history dis dedicated 4o ol the
edlisted porscnnel wiao nede C Zattery, 4th Battalion(ierisl
crtillery), 77th artiilery(iirmobile) Bogsible.




Fort Efri/y?

Feyetteville, North Carocline is a military town. Cne
cf those places where the civilian and the military meet.
It is a good union with the town benefitting commercially
from the soldiers and their families, and in return
providing entertainment =znd shopping facilities. it was
tc this town one morn.ng early in August that the first
nembers of C Battery, 4th Battalion( Aérial Artillery),
T7th artillery( airmobile), came--znd the "Griffins" were
born.

Tize was a2 factor and none was wasted in those early
days of C Battery's conception. sveryone had his share of
duties, and many worked night znd day. Spirit and cooperation
were the words, and 211 sroblems were tackled with determination
and willingness. Cne problem that required & lot of time
was that of obtaining sll the publiceti.ns we would need,

This job fell to our Fublicotions Officer, /0l Richard
freeman. It was rather humorous to watech i‘r. Freeman
learn his job as he performed 1. i

Of course the biggest job, and one thut concerned
everyocne, was training., Captain Joe Coyner, our training
officer, under theguidancé of Iajor Edward lZiller, arranged.
our schedule.

401 Ball Hartbzrger was sent to Fort Rucker for &
three week instruction period, making him a gqualified
instructor pilot in the Bell UH-1C helic rrer. after his
return, ne,set cbout transitioning e pidots infthe

UH-1C. z ig./ x B4 ®_ E

on. A Voo TWERE 23}1%!&
b OO0 A firing range wes constructed,”and training in the dz” 5

use of the aircraft armament systems was initizted. Bach

pilot was , instructed on firing techniques, and then given ?ﬁﬂ_

namerous chances to 2pply whaet he lesrmed on the range.
~ay and nignt the range echoed to the blast of rockets
and the chutter of wmachine guns, -s the door qunners, too,

alig weth Y v, e AR




increased their skiil./ Time pessed, the days grew cold, and

the CGriffins evolved Anto a tesm with teeth,

and C Battery readied itself for =

week in the field\ For winter, the temperature was coemfortable
and the skies were clear that first week. lajor Ddward Liller's
birthday was on the seventh znd we celebrated by moving

into the wcods bordering =n isoleted field in North

varolina. Our first night out it snowed, and the tempere-—

W,
ture dropped tc nine degrees. Q44.Q<~h&”“ﬂﬁmv

tlements of the 82nd isirborne snd Special Pbrcegs

December cane,

stationed at Fert Brags were rarticipating -ina coincident
ficld problem, wnd ¢ Battery worked in support of them

for four cays. Our lzst three days were spent conducting
sumudated fire missions, zaintaining hot secticns day wnd
night, ond being graded on such things &g ®eacticn time,

ﬁ

C i@ nCe HK"’

wecuracy, target eifect, ete. Foor Jeuther and hard wor

c(:@/ v The ssuin

. . \,47— e o €
corbined to make it a gruelling week4 But the Griffing *pen’ poresas]

were cdeveloping inte profecsicnals, and perfeetion wes
thaeir zozl.,

fhe Christmas holidavs broucht = short lull in our
work, out after returning frem noliday leave, cur moin
cffort was put into readying equipment focr the wmove 4o
the Rerublic of Vietnam. JSinishing touches were ut to
training schedules, ,with the last period of training
censisting of the cosst-to-coast aircraft ferry mission.
41l of the new vilots gained immeasgurable experience in _
crogs~country navigation, racio procecures, and zirfield m
operations. IZlight planning snd filing was sprezd SmOnY
the pilots so each had & chance =¢ practice, an imporisnt
Lesgson learned was the effect +hat terrain, temperature,
and veather conditi.ns have on neiticopter opersticn.

=n zetual account of the ferry trip from one of thiose
ho was tiere follovs:

/
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“n 24 Jen 69 C Battery departed Simmons ATy Air

Field =zt o730 hours Zastern Standard Time, two cays
behind scaedule, There were gleven UH-1C nelicopters
in the flight with II-3 armement subsystems mounted,
our final destination was Sharp Army Depot ot Stockton,
California, where the aircrctt would be racked for

cverseas deployment.

"hen the zireraft and thirty-three crew members
arrived at Fort Gorden, Georsic, the first refiueling

stcp, the lead sircraft biew an. engine reducing our
treupe to ten. This sircratt followved ten days later
ziter repcirs vere coipleted.

“eridisn, mlgeissippi, was resched withous further

difficulty excedt for o b
segzotiating the apercocn
Lort Benning, reorgia, wi
1th the first lea of the

rief moment of terror wihile

to Lawson army air Field =t

th thirty inoct crosswinds!
journey coemplete, the flight

remadined overnight at Leridian,

"The Tfollowing day to

The nigh% point of the da

oy tne bird in Longview,
in & short time, however.
Jeg far supericr to the

Ok us to uLallas Love Field.

Vv belig engine trouble experisnced

Texes. The problem wag cerrected
The night spent .n Jallas

trevicuie cne in «eridian, and

108t of ug hated to leave.

11,

“ne thxrd nizht o

Tor the next day, thoua
"Thet leg wes alag une
faso by noon =nd JURYEZ D
".fter svendins the re
un tae shives 1lifted off ¢

ston. v thdis tice the o

eventful,

€ epent in Odessa, Texas, T cap
not say much about thet i
Sired, ond OCdessa did not

eg. .ot of the pilots were
offer much. /e needegd rest

“oothe itinerary included

il Foso, Texas, cnd Jugrez, lcxicc.

The fliszht made TL
¥y 1400 hours.
Tt morning counding everyone

oY rhoenix, «Tizone, our fifth
eaker minips were uovine - nard




tine maintaining the psce, go the stronger ships tock on
vart of their load. The higher altitudes cut performance
Sreatly. '

"4t Fhoenix, our Battery Commanden&Jﬁng::Edﬂ&rggggéﬁaf?

met 2 student from Thunderbird Internaticnal Scheol of . -
Yorcign Trade. The student convinced W&MKN
re-s@@Ed lund therethe followine morning for coffze

cnd doughnuts. The school wes on the old Thunderbird

army alr Field, a VVII trzaining field outside Fhoenix.

"The next morning arcund 0500 hours after de arting
Pheenix International, on > » WS
ﬁ@\g&\yrgtiimﬁrmaiéogik§aQ§ we made @ high-overhead
gprroach intc Thunderbird Field., 4About fifty curious
students and the Lean of Yen met us. The dcan had served

with the lsgt Alr Cevalry Jivision in Koree, and most of
our returning pilots hed served with the lst iLir Cav in
Vietnem. The decn noticed tueir patcnes on their pight
cleeves. OUne thing led to anotiher =nd we really did get
our coffee and doughnuts! sfter brief exphanations
concerning our aircrzit cnd mission, and inguisitive
inspecticns by the students, many of whom were Vietnanm
veterans, we departed for Bakersfield, California.

"ie arrived in Palm Springs ofter low~leveling
zecress the desert chasing coyotes and one brief fuel stop.
The trip from Falw Springs +to BalBlersfield tcok us through
tae Zan Fermando Valley where the visibility dreopped to
one-nalf amile because of the smog. /e foliowed the road,
snd hod rlenned con flying through the pass, but due to
ad weather und icing rotor bludes we retreated to Air

o'

a
roree suziliary iield 42 at Lancaster, Celifornia.

"On our lesgt coy we flew west to the coast, wnd hezded
serth.  Zefueling =% tante Barbara, Czlitorniz, ond Fort
Lrd, e turned Zust for tharp Lrmy Jepot =t Stockton.

M. -

fhe trip weo on oubstonding enperience, und provided

ool treiving for cur pilets by seins dnto so many new and
different cirports.®

SN




-uch of the smccess of this early operaticnal capability
was due to the advanced partg who arrived aperoxinately
ten cays ahead of the rest of the battery. Their first
night in Vietnam was an exciting one as they experinced
their first rocket attack mrike shortly after dusk at
Camp Zagle., Upon arrival at Camp ZEvons they aquickly
crganized the battery area, decidi. g what would &0
where. ShExxe i d 3 '

Were—-waiins—for—H0ony—Hak
when the main body errived, they found their hoctches
ready and waiting, and the mess hall functicning.
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ARRIVAL IN-COUNTRY
fepublic of Vietnam
Camp Evans

C Battery, 4th Battalion(terial artillery), 77th
artillery(sirmobile), srrives ot Lalang, Republic of
Vietnam, at 0700 hours 22 .ar 59. Their destiratiocn,
Cump Evans which is located ten miies west of Hue, was

reached ot 1300 hours the same day. Bhe Battery Commander

was tajcr Edward J. #iller, smwe the Battery Zxecutive
~fficer wes .ajor Craiz H. Leyda 458-42-7585, #ne
Crerztions Officer was “ajor william F, Trow 402-52-5555,
éna the First Sergeant was™scer L. Svenson 378-30-4000,
£t Camp Zvens the job of unpéciking and the problems of
becoming overational iaced the persornel whose troining
had been completed =t Fort Sragg, North Carolinaas “The
10b was attacked with visor, on

[

Lon 3 apr 69 the firet
adlssion wae accevted at 0755 ncours. <he entire tattery
became cperaticnal 5 apr 69,

Sopasgo T




CPERATIONS KENTUCLY JUMPER WD NASSACHUSETTS STRIKER

Luring the period 22 Lar 69 tc 10 XMay 69, ¢ Battery acted
in & general suwport role to the 10lst Airborne Division.
Lperations kKentucky Jumper and massachuse#ts Striker

Zere being conducted &t this time.

In-country training began on 26 lar 69, This included

briefings on the area c¢f o.eraticns, contact mission
requirements, deployment ond tactics, radio procecures
wnd security, wnd the care and handling of heavily

loaded ships in the high density altitudes encountered
A Thetr 5,:¢u¢{

. ) . K - { !
in Vietnam, f‘j"'“n"””“— = 1% P;’f,r et N o the wcss hafl Sas complicale |

Fhe new caviroipcen]?

b ! ;f'h ffo Tares 7 !
. i —_— . . : ’ Cr pera fares, Lleclrec e "o LS BEER 48 4
n 10 apr 69 the firs alrcfafgrwés 156t on an rtaun, B JJV ke

e L/en.j oho

: . N . N . . ) 47‘ & A e fry . 7"- <
duﬂlll’ll 6] tratlve fll ,-‘"-’.i.’lt t o u b«mp e géé, - T‘WO pe Ople 'J'-Ter@ Tragf,, ‘re_“’/ g e
\ . . . " . N , P .
nespitalizec as o result, wund the aircrait weae evacuated.d?th; 7

. a4 + bt

to the 5th PTransportation Zottelion et Phu Bai. (On 24
LApr 69 2 second aireratt croshed while enrcute to a fire

Fheivr nre ..f‘ﬂ r
J.‘ﬁc s,vfé-ﬁ—r

seon %

risesicn near the sehau Valley., 01 James &. Brown J3162045““mk‘5k

wes killed, .nd t70 other persons were injured. ./arrant
Cfficer Brown received the ircnze Star iedal(Posthumous )
(Generzl Order number 4305}, .nd Caoptain Chester J.
Usgynski 05420016 end Specialiet Five Lanny R. Smock
Jg565840807 received the Ivrple Heart(Genersl Crder number
48) in this zetiun. Specialist Smock was wlso awarded
the Zilver Star(fenerzl Urder number 6582) for his heroic
setions on tals date.

In the early morning hours cff 27 lar 69, Fire Support
Base Jack came under heavy ground attack. CH0 Thomss P.
Jorkman 533-46-1921, aircraft commander of the UH-1¢
héliCOpter, received the sistinguished ¥lying Cross
(Feneral Urder 4185), wnu Lis two crewsnembers, fpecialist
Four John 2, canetti 113-3d=-0530 =nd Speciclist Feour
Chorieg . 21lis 324-34-5210 emch received the ..ir fedal
with V" Levice(Gener:l _rder 7441 cnd General Urder 7442,
resuectively) for taeir heroi: acti.ns dasplayed against

Fches u"ﬂ

!‘vlee“ f




sae cnemy ottack force.
40 thomas ., Johngon 411-74-6369 received the nir
sedel with "V'" Device(General Urder 128635), 40 Jumes 4.
dennings 264-84-7845 received the Air -edal sith "y"
Device(General Urder 12603), cnd #C Roger .. adler
353-38-9260 recebved tue ~ir wedal with "V' _evica fop
their actions on 19 apr 69 while attacking w targzet rear
the Zong C Lau [iver.
The first three piicte to cttend Cobrs transition
schocl were vajor sdward ..iller, .iajor Thomas Glenu, znd
cartain Javid Barkes., fhey lelt tue battery srea 17 Lpr
69, and returned 9 lUsy 69, ‘he first two Cobras(Bell 4H-1G)
arrived 15 Liay €9. Scoon tiey .ere cquipped with rocket
ncds -nd joined the mission-ready C—mocel Hueye.
The firet enemy kill for . Battery was reccrded
19 ay > 69, and was credited tc the First irlatcon. Criffin
61 ¢nd 61la were the cell szizns of the cireraft in the
cectitn, The Criffin call sisn wes ueed .hen the battery
lirst crrived in Vietnam, z2nd ites use hss continued
sver gince, Colling cords were purchased and they can
ve found everywhere cny of the "Griffins' have visited.
Infusgion began e riy for C battcrg. The firest in this
program were four experience pilots from .. Sattery: Captain
John woore, CUO Ben forreils, 7@ Rcnald Dressler, and 70
Loren CGee, These sime pilots clso ferried C Battery's
UB~1C helicopters from -alans tc Cexp Lvang. The first
SEOPIS GEGRSES SR UL e REVUGT) LS8 1 g 89, On A et Ty
7 C Battery recordec’T1Z ncurk of flight time in 1,602
firing ¢ tetal of wver
65,600 rockets Luppert cf sllifed Forces tetaled 22 hours
f £1ight time in 50 sorties

\

corties duying these cpersticns

Ath 327 rockets Pired. Qeesviss
cnery killed, eleven structures

of these fires included iive
gec or cegtroyea, wnd Iohr comians cestroved.

derg




4 forword operaticns bose was established ut Landing
-one Flecze in the ziddle of a.ril. This provided more
readily cvailable support to the infantry in this aree,
cut left = bit to be uesired as the take-off and approach
lenes were congidered minimal und causec many tense
mements cmons the pilote. Uperztions rersonnel manned
their post arcund the cleek, but no aireraft werc Left
overnight at LI Blaze. o provision had been made there
fer night operations. The westher varied greatly-~rain,
for, znd hot sunny Gays—-but the greatest problem en-
countered by the :viators wass the heat ang humidity.
Lngine pertormence was below,ncrmal, so,leads had ﬁg be ..k lead on

rone & prw;u“) gve® smereased The

Ope n,
. . pera Tin ; .
dacrezsed secordingly. A fa& the missiin requirements were

g initugn ce
fl:»;pﬂ-utl
\ ¥

i wed ek oF A
$till net. Efrk - Qp:#
. - A . - N e Fhe o 3

fhe first week iz .3y was cceupied with pilans for ”i w ke ’
cnv-c-"-t*’f""“'

Uperetion .ipache Znow. On 7 Lay 69 +the forward cperetions pﬂ,1;fn4m
bage was relocated &t LZ asnn. Frcobiems at L7 AN were
thre ccme &s those at LZ Blaze vith the addition of dugt.
It became even more serious when cne of the -models
mace @ rrecautionar. londing due to fuel contaminaticon,
Conseauently 2ll the shivs were srounded for & day while
the maintersnce gpersonnel pulled =11 the fuel filters in
each sihip zna checked them. .8 scon us this Troblem wes
cieared up, C Zattery was reawdy for the kickoff of

Vperation spache Snow.




CRERATIVE LF.LCHE crg s

The fipgt day of thic cperaticn, 10 iuay 59, five
ianding zoneg were establiched along the leaotian border
2t the weest edge of “he ..shau Vaelley., ¢ Battery fired
tae "prege"” for the combut ceseults cnd capced nearliy all
the Li's. inemy contact wae mode e or nezr two f the
L&d's that day, and it was o prelude of things to¢ coms,

C Battery wss $he first unit te maintain a sectien
of aircrzft in the -schsu Valley overnight to rezct to
fiesions in that wrew, . -ad was congtructed on pe
varrahee co‘Plete Jlta “ refueling ¢ Dab%&¢ty and &rmament

Hok an € rmea nmpen P Prisine i an p“ T i re Fhe f)pé“r ”‘}"’,

points. fiany times ~Ra wag ci.lled —o reacﬁf%o an &ttaCk porkomp vnon
rhe clfek oa

on & friendly vosition in the valley in tihe piddle of “;32;::2f
the night. If Ffarther guppert was requlrea sections

vere leunched from Cawp svang, and & "round-robin® tactic

285 employed so ut least one sectivn of a4Ra was cn

staticn =% 211 tines to ~revide fire for the threatened

positicn,

bzse was set up at 7D currchee, snd a POL crew and an

To suppoot thiz capsbili ty = forward oreraticne
Bp

amountion crew were required in vodition te tae operaticong
ferscnuel, During a nigoat ottzelk on sarrahtiee itgelf,

coth the POL fump and the comunition storage ares were
destreved. Taree thousond wailons of JP-4 fuel =nd
eleven aundred rockets were ¢ stroyed. Clemmup took
gevertl cays, =nd toe finsl svent was destruction of the
darased rocket warhends :snd awrtors.,

varrahee wes the

(6}

forward cyerational base +tha VEaS
uged vy the Sriffins “n surpert of the sseoult on Long

«p Bla, or [emburger :1i1l cg 14 was termed loter.

iuring thiz period fhe LB troffic in nd ost of Currahee
sue clmest steaqy.  lese coordination betveen the fcorward




operaticns cnd "rear! vae o ooust, ono o1l during tho
ks ’

peraticn everione workea ver; hard to sointoin thie
crordinuticn. In the night ottocks on roaee Ilteelf,

infontrymen on the werimeter cven volunteerea their
services %o nelp the anurd-vorking smme and FOL fectiong
T rearm snd refuel ~R4 wireraft to Leep them on the
iCk with cs little cround tice os possible.

LI 2 on this cperatiun wuas located cn tie Luerthwest
slope of .ill 937(bonz sp 3iz). It becuie the foeal toint
Cl oberation .pache Smow from 10 ay 69 until 23 Lay 69
‘hen ¢ large enemy force wos encountered 2y the 23ré
cettclion, 187+a airscrne Info entry, lhe Griffine fired
cver 400 rockets on the first day, «nd @g the action on
~o1g .p Bila cuntinued, over 4,400 rockets were fired
in tae thirteen-day pericd in support of the three 65
infentry battalions on the hill =g sell 2s cne s VH
cettalion.

bn 1@ oy 69 00 Curl L. fajotte 552-64-3951 cnd O
Zicherd /. Ireeman 267-00-7371 both received the air
ecal with "V levice(denersl Urder 13226 cnd 12554,
respectively) for veti ns in suvpport of th: 3rd fattolion
(ambl), 187th nfentry, on .ons .p 3iz Jhen receiving
fifty-caliber agiaircraft iire, -nd aifter res rmiug cnd
reiuveling, znesvered & ca.l to Fire support Bzce nirsorne
/lch waes wider ottock ©  e2gners shertly oiter cusk.  The
Sewme aay, cortain Joan . ovre Z19-10-4638 received the
<ir wedal with "VY Levice(Generzl Urder $503) when he
sxperienced & ioss of power vith ais UH-AC celicorter,
velt c.ntinvew o Ltdack the scstile forece tntil ke couléd

ac longer redntuln cliitude in his ceritpled alrcroft,




‘nile enroute to 4 Secure urez the engire failed coempletely,
Louna himseif Lnd hig crew on the sround
in hostile territory i bout 11 i

ailes south of Comp Lveng.
‘he crew of the Ud=1C consiste

znd Jontain Loore

o

of Caitain +00re, aircraft
Silots Specialict Feur el

veBCiclis Foop Herbert wrissom,

Couwatinuer: .0 lon sigson,
stere, crewenief; and
sunner,

cajor Kdward J

. edlller 128-26-5304 carned the aip

Yith "V Device(teneral Lrder 12558)

tor actions on
i2 lLay 89 b

Jow0lng dinte the hostile area and

picking up
the crew of CeEptaln Loopre's fireraft.,  Lejor -iller's
OH-1C wvae nesvily leaded, wno Jhile on the around

el to iigaten hig iload, as 2

Py )

wraining

[

12 Lnuer neavy Sniper fire,
e countinued to arain fuel until the aireraft was ehle
te iover, then executed the <ozardous night take-cryf
witn Captedn oore .no 0LE Crew sulely zboard.

vrem 10 ey 8Y o 1 Sun 5a,

FLth 19 enewmy killed wnc LY structures Cznaged

C Zattery wag crecited
or destroved,

riace in the
bettery sres wik CEIP LVENE ws Lhe aeliport ures vas
snlarzed znd penarrirea, the aircratt hanger

the rozd Zyetem Iin tie ores

SUring tals sime cninses vere taring

wasg cinpleted,
W88 complieted, +the ~ay room

snd ocess hell vere iogreved, wnd Cvies were Leduired
LuC shewn., zdior Yhczas J. lenn 262-60~-4686 assumed the
wxecutive vfficer's position on 2§ =y 69,

i




OFRRATION  CITGCLERY RENDEZVOUS

his oreration vas o« continustion of Cperaticn Arpache
cncw, Inclusive dates were & Jun 69 to 14 Aug 59, O

vs

Battery continued zuprcrt in the same crea of pperations.

the fcrward pperaticns tase remained ot Fire Supvort

nage curraehee. u#AlVN elesents were supported throughout

the northern I Corvs tactical sres, Uperational outlook

&g extendeu wg visuel reconnsisance missions ond convoy

cover nigsions were accevted by the Griffins, which added
censidercbly to the Ill"nt t113 totals forgﬁhe operaticn, Plase Hgh?

et asre ;-.z--n-'r‘“'ﬂ‘l‘f- é’ crew v Lol inye ] k.rcf rhe “'l-cwﬂff 2‘""‘[ xS L"‘
Un 9 Jun 69 FSB arrance received incoming mortar z7

L N

Ol‘ Mn.n*lv-‘! Crde .

- N . i lﬂf" f’p
rounce feollowed by & sround cttock estimated ot two f‘_faf.,f .
Lorth Vietnazese .rmy companies. O Dattery reacted To wers hall

‘ch ‘¢3 s
auickly to the cttoek firine counter wortar to reets Ané fﬂ%f.uth&‘
direct fire wisgiouns. Lozging cver thirteen hours of CL*::;#Z“EM
Tliznt time, the wttack helicopters fired 390 rcckets “””d%fX”ﬁ““f
to bresk the ettmck. The UH-1C's used by +the Griffins rene il
care under aeuvy enemy fire, fet continued to precs the
ettack, firing in close surpert of the friencly forces.
feceiving the sLir recal ~ith "V Device forp their zetions
vere Laptein Daniel J. Ietrosky 274-38-3004(Genercl Crder
12540), 060 Loren /. see 536-40-5748(General Order 12379)
anc G0 Zdward G. Jenner III 220-46-2458(General Order
G723). Tirst Lieutenant Jomes R. Smith 434-58-6551
received the Army Commendaticn sedal with nyw Yevice

F

(Gereral Urder 1236%) in the same sttack.,

carlier the same day o counvoey was cmbushed on Route
247, 2nd Captain Daniel . Fetrosky 274-38-1004 carned
whe sair redal wit. "V" lLevice(lenerzl Order 12602) for
ais valorous aeticie in trotection of the ccnvoy while
flving hig eircraft low cver gnemy positi . ns in order
to merk them for the zection of 4AR4 airersft arriving on
gtation tc relieve hin.




14 Jun 69, ¢ Battery unswered o call from SSL Berches—
raden which wes engaged with an crnemy czrcund force., The
Griffins were credited Jith breaking the attack. The next

day in the ezrly nerrning aours, ISB Currahee was cnce agein

agsau.ited by an unknovm-sized cnemy force. Iuring the
cttock the cverations bunker vas hit by a 50mm mortar shell,
ind the Foncormissicned fficer in charce sustained o
severe ..ead injury. leglscting nis wound Staff Zergeant
aotert &, Kefton 528-52-50974 coerntinuee to cocrdinate
#RA fires until he was ordereda to be medically evacuated.
Serceant Lafton received the Ircnze Stur edal Jith "yn
vevice(Generzl urder 10334) for his etforts in the
successful defense of the tire base. 4RA was credited
rith breaskins the atitzck, firing 144 rockets.

fire Zupuort Rese Currahee came under o heevy mortar
barreee on 17 Jdun 69, lespite mortor rovncs fzlling
all arcund them, the crows of +the 4RA gaips left the
gefety of the cverations bunker =nd nanned their aireraft.
<11l of the ships effected succesetul toke~oife, and
once tirborne ploced zceurste rocket and macnine-~gun
fire cn the ernemy mortar vositicns, silencine <Shem.
Jor their courage and dete.minaticn under fire, the
silots and crewmembers were awarded the following medals:
The DListinguizhed Blying Crcss %o lajor bdward J. iiller
128-26~-5394 (Generzl Order 12359); the Bronze Ster Fecal
7ith "V Uevice to srirst iLieutenznt Jillism H, Cumpbell
150~36=-5310(General Order 13174 ); the Air liedal with "V"
<evice tu Specialist four Hel Stome 548-74~2252(General
Urder 13227) =nd Speciulist Zour Jerry L. Taylor
564-52-.076(General Order 13224); znd the arry Commendation
sedal with "V' Device te ¢00 Zdwin D. Rillet 186=-26-9434
(Gemeral Order 1315&), 0 Richard /. Ireeman 267-80-7871
(General Crder 12997), .nd 00O ‘homas ... Johnson
411-74-6359(Zeneral Lrder 1239).




Leter that evening the crmpunision dump =t Jurrchee
vag zet orf by @ waite vhosphorus shell. T.e resulting
fire and explosicns spread to the fuel dwep, 1,100
rocrets tnd 6,000 gailcns of fuel were degtreyed. During
the holocaust the ri-ots raced to their nelicopters,
started them, nnd flew them to safety, orb:ting cbove
tae fire buse Lo vrovide cover aguinst attack. For their
rpereonal bravery, the follewing medzls were ouarded:
the Listinsuished Flying Crosz To Captain Javid . Barkes
£08-70-3974 (Generzl Crder 12497), CU0 Glenn . Iarmer

l@4—30-d927(General {raer 124G8), C¢.0 James .. Jennings

2164~-34~"845(General Lrder 12360}, and JC Lenneth o
Hovran 29b-44-695)( senercl Lrder 124G5). |
Lhe priority of tae .erizal Rociet .rtillery was ?

el g

~ound to be wuite hish on "Chorlie's® list oF targets

=g an attack was mounted sosingt o nelicopbters on
v -attery's "hot spot" at lamp Evans the night of 23 |
Jun 59, The enemy fired fifteen to twenty rocliet propelled
grenades ot the helicopters just &¢s they ere chutting
covn. rour cisualties were susta tined, severzl helicopters
Vere dsmaged, snG minor demase was inflicted on a few
nooteiies.,  llajer—idrer—tewmremodt-iis ANSIT SFF T the .
Llowsd—brtwo Tircreft-parked
chadite Laiermt3IiTe wzm—*t*e-r-“mm Ha-g oyt

. G of the siteation, and althoygh

lln&¢uute.ﬁne wrea, the Viet

;R“ wes creditea witi suving Lhouh ~ien on 16 Jul 69

7nen the sistricet ileadquoarters there came under o sapver
attoch.  lador adword J. iller 120-26-5304 received the
2lgtinsuished Dlying Crosg(leneral Lrier 12467) foer

Als volcrous wetions vaile zervins s aircerart cormander
ci en 4H-10 nelicouter. .lso on 15 Jul 59 the sriffins
“iteined their 100th enewy Hill sirce srrivings in Vietnam,




The operction dates frem 15 “ug 89 to 28 Sep 69, ing
started cff with the Griffine firizs the Lending zone
Lreparaticns on seven LZ'e.

Cn 21 due 59 the Torvord ocvercvilne cornter wos cstablishex

&t F3B Rencezmvous cn the evst rioaze of the ..eheu Valley.
racilities for «RA aircroft were neager at Rendezvous.
a small bunker for the forward operations secticn was
congtructed from used rocket boxes on the landing sad
which was outside the erimeter of the fire base. This
wernt 1l the ecuipnent used there nad +o be moved intc
the fire buse itgelf cvery night. clhere were no nrovieicns
vactever for anisnt cpersti-nz For c ool adreraft, so nizht
Support nac Yo come from Camp Svans. The refuel .ad
&t [Hendezvoue was alsc locected pocrly in relati.n 4o
srevailine winds if loadec, armed cirerett were corsidered.
‘hile 4RA was s$ill ceerating oot of Lurrchee, o

cclket cttock was made on the fire bise on 16 iue 69,
The pilots lert the sefety of the bunker ~aile one
creweniel prevared azs.neilcopter Tor flight. Zoth
eircraft leunched zs more rcckeds Llanded nearby-—so
close that cme cirersft flew throueh shattered hHoards
2r.d Gebris from the blast. Lnee cirbocrne the crewchief/
sunner aboard the Ul-1C svotted 2 rocket being launched,
“he secticn enguzed the arzet foreing the enemy to Ilee
“nd halting the ctvtack. Uited for heroiem were the
Tolleowing: Captain _sniel J. Tetrosky 274=36-1004,
00GC Teal . uLuver 451-70-5048, 10 Mcherd ¢, Freeman
“6T=C0-"87, JC Stephen M. weneiding 559760721, and
~peciclist Five lozer . {lson 530-30~7224 whe esech
received the .irmy Conmendotior edal with " levice
(General Crders 380, 524, 378, 532, and 443, rosvectively),




Leter in July cne UH-10 became the tarcet of un
onery .50 caliber weapon. It received Four aits, b ot
L0 ¢ure on board wos injured.,

Juring a combat sssault in the Ashaw Valley on 18
Jul 69, the first twe trocoy shipe into the lanaing zcone
received intense -wround iire, taereby desrapting the
wesault and leaving ¢ snall group of soldiers stranded.
The 2. shins suppertine the asssult ergeagea the enemy
2% ciuse range to srovide close suuport for thce stranded
element. «aven zfter the cirerctt had sxpended their
cmmunition they continued to employ diversionary tactics
20 the landing zone would not be overrun. awvards to
these crewmembers for their precise flying =zbility =nd
nersonel cravery were:  tae silver Stsr to $.40 Themag
Fo Jorkman 253~46-1921(General Urder 11643): ond the
Jistirouisned Flyii s Cross to Captain .eniel J. retrosky
274-36-1004 (Cenercl Crcer 11925), C.JC Roger C. Zadler
353-38-9260(Ceneral Order 11609), O Steven 7. Jood
542-58-3441(3General Urder 11loll), =nd Specislist Four
Jerry L. Taylor 564-62-0076(General urcer 11517),

vn Z5 Jul 89 U.0 Bichard o, Freeman 267-30-7371
completed Mmngie survivel school at Subic Zay, Fhillipines,

LAring & three-~day rteriod in sugust ~3A Treceived
credit for destroying thirty hoctches, seven burnikers,
2i: szmpang, and one Icotbridege.

Ln 10 sug 69 O Battery flew gixty-one houre in suceort

of 3re Srigade uvperetions, Ten lsading zone vreparations
vere Tired. and frooms in contact were s.pported on six

veecasleons., Un one i these contocet missicrs on nill 37,
~Ons A0 Bio, Jurtein James . Barnett 551-606-10G9 was
swerced the Silver Ltar(ienerel Urder 197) fur © reonal
cravery vhen he novered nzar o friendlyv unit in centoet
b Lerk btheir vesition vaile hisg wineman exvended nis
.renance on tae eremy.




che cecond wveck in rusast wes svent sreraring Lor
voerzticn Lousiong Lee(livigion bame wes Réchband Savare),

“uring Cperaticn .. --ontzomery ~endezvous, ten aviators
from € Zattery sradunted from H=-1G Trensition Zchool
% Vung Toau.  Might ond weather trainine zlsce continued
Tor the pilote.

in tihe battery area the fireraft acnear wos completed,
siich elped the salntensnce versonnel - arest dea

‘he 2eseg hall =nog SEYTCOn wJere both improved, ond movies
vere shown five tires weelly with the
“avent of o better fiim DrCErEm.

Diring Uveration LONUICIIery  lencezvous the Griffing
caallred up auite & reeccrd. the sirel tally chows 1 1,914
ours flown on 3965 goritics. .somuntion expenditures vere
21,245 2. 950 Telding fin cerizl reekets, 150,273 rounds
of T.62mm, and £,228 rounds St 40mm,  Phe results ci thesze
envenditures were 353 eneny Lilled, 39 cremy prebably 2ilied
BV oLRL, 1 enenmv wounced, 12 zemoons dese troyed, 113
gtructures destroyed. 7 etructures denesed, 1 mortar
demased, 1 4:i-50 seecult ritle captured, 1 t'eotbridee
cestroyed, 1 122mm field san aestroyed, 1 truck destroved.

and O secendary explesions,




Juring the extraction of = long range reconnaisance
patrol west of ihe Zznh on 22 .ug 69, one of the troop
ghips for waich an ~RA szectiocn vas nvroviaing cover
enccuntered an engine failure. ‘The gsection rezcted
imwedictely firire rockets inte the irtenced randing zZone
oI the gtricken ircrzit, und flying low in increcging
darkress ond intense roin showeres to cover it mntil the
crew could be extricted. The exbtrocticn cerrleted, the
ceetlon contirusd ite sisgion in +the extremely hazardous
vesther, tnd returned c¢nly cfter the patrel had been
recovered gafely. Jited for wvalcor were: captein Daniel
J. Petrocky 274-38-1004, Ci0 Thomss P. Jorlkmen 533-46-1921
Ci0 Glenn C. Foermer 184-30-4927, cnd 0 teven P. Jood

»

’

542~53-3441 who euch received the _ir .edsl with *7"
Device(leneral {rdiers 6o, 305, 71, and 70, recpectively ).
on 23 .ug 69 another Llons roange reconnsisance patrol
vag extracted. as the troop ship hovered cbcve the
dense jungle =nd lowered ropes 1o the retrol thev came
ander necvy fire. The ..i. shivs reacted limecdiately
firing rockets . ith =kill and accuraey in close Droxinity
to the patrol znt soverinz siveraft. The sir [fedal with
"B" Levice was iwarded tc Captoin James 7. Rarnett
551-68-1099(Beneral Order 200), C./O John 2. Sorrekis
44 3-24-6271 (Beneral Gresr 573), €0 Billy R. Hartbarger
413-78-6148(General Crder 568), C./0 Loren 7. Gee 536=40~5748
(Gerercl Crder 567), .0 Stephen . Scheiding 550-76-3721

(General Crder 59), cnd C Steven . .Jood 3542-58-3441
(leneral Crder 144:2).

whe next <oy <cticn centered in the ..shau Valley
cey o sureorted both TIR Jurrance ond

sguaen, Coveral ememy were ikilled ws tarcets

o~

vere fired upon neser Zercacsanden.




~felin eariy In Zeptember serchesgeden culled for the LA,
bive aireraft were utilized io Conp.ete the mission,
ith the end result of several more eneny kiiled. THocps
in centact were supcerted ceveral days later., wnd &g the

infentry awept the zr.a they fovnd zoms odies ana a

-

lerse heotehh comelex cestroved,
attempting o incert o long runse reconnaisance citrel

aerthwest of Lae Sanh, the uncr-ed nelicopters to which

vhe aale zectiin wvos vroviding suprert come under intense

frre. The inserticn was 2ttenvted three times with

tne Griifing “lspleying outstorad ng courcge while rrotecting

tie urarmed cirersft. Dhe Jis innuished Jlyine Cross

Jag cwerceed to Japtsin James 7. Surnett 551-63-1099

(General Urder L4775) wnd C00 Loren /. Gee 530=4=5T748

(- erneral Urder 15349),

In mountaincus terrcin west O rire Support izse
Vandersrift, despite nigatfall, zcor wentier, and heuvy
eney groeund fire, on 3L section rroviced very cluse
suppeort toe & veglesed ling ronce recorncicsance patrcel
gC thet it could ve cutrocted. waxkdlig dengercusly low
firing passes to cover the LiTt €018, the abd-1G's were
-Lehly vulnerebl. to enemy fire.  Forp trelr outstanding
diepley ¢f courace in fiie foce of inte enze ground Ifire,

C.C Zawin . Zillet 186-26-G434 reccived tne Listinguished
flving Cress(Genersl Upacy 14776), and C.0C Zilly A,
Jurtbarger 413-78-0148 and .0 Charles J. decine 608-36-3577
beth received the .Lir [lecal ity e Device(deneral Urders
L5006 cno 299).

Luring the 44 daysg of weration Louilsiang Lee o Battery
Tlew Xx9% 1.097 hcurs on <,231 sorties firing 10,136 rockets,
130,110 rounds of 7.52um. =na 9,063 40mm crencdes.  esults
Jere 53 enemy xiillew. 20 structures destroyed. 2 nice
«ilied, and 12 vster butriclc hilled.

aptoin feobert L. Umith 246-36-7005 sesumea the duties
°T Settery Imecutive wilicer on 9 Zevn 4G, Y“d\n 7ﬁ6mnt &L9m€C4*
Hu UQIUR%7§ Qadtims Sovmomte—d 7 [)‘)WMWMQI ' )55 K

N e Crrnyr &y,




<nis cverciion was in sffect from 29 Sen 69 4o
oY, €l Loe, o village and swall Airstrip west of
Juang ri, wue the foenl point cf Lperstion  rton rfolls,
dere U Zattery ogtuniiched their fopwoprs crerati:

As personae| were bregh? Flarte 45 ws. I AND e ,‘.;)Lp..., Hete fd"t ,

orse. s ‘thc creration @t uncerray. the Griffing
covered rine combatk assanlts.

tn 21 et 69 snm L-10 re civea cne .50 coiiber ronnd

in tne uain roter bloce., o injuries werec received, and
the =uip woe flown boel to Comy cvons,

Luring thig Sreration the Oriffing covered the
sungevrtion cnd oxtrocticn of neny troove, | uch of their =zxe
wrtillery fire ms in SULLOrt ol Vi units., O suttery
“di80 vourieo clesely with tac Zrd Zguodron, 17th air
CTevaelry, in cverati ne clens the ~Cmiliturized Zcne

The cirfieid ot iai Lo vas the heer Torwera

zres
thet U Zattery 1ad cecn cince irn-country arrival. ‘he
0L ares weg e:

¥
o]
o
l,_.
(o)

I

<t

Vrts Tl 3+ e

-+ 17 Wag releeccted, ana o
2ontrel teler me even corngtructed tor the ratafinders.
he rorline cres vas deuudte wnG, the rearminsg Loin

s

j;h ,wr ~so M e peed/e” siere afaty s

on ?‘“415

«lee ctroved rorkoble. w~5 oreratiine were’ possible }mf'””ﬂﬁ a

oo ligihts vere et uc cn the runwev euch risnt, ond

{

/n:d--fy JA’I/)"
non-directi nal berchn oe srected. The Uriffi.s £pent

Lany nights ot
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cfter darik.
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few missions cane aocwn

“raining for vestrer Fiyvinge

88 incressed during
o - . - - 3 - o g N
TAig teriod. Jlogoes were neld on

tlignt, nd oracticsl sxlerionce in the fecrm of noca
fliszhts, srcund controlled aptronchew, wnd cubomsntic

Girecticr vircer = ritches. Lists of fregvencice for

the vorious redar tacilitics in the L4res were . .rovided
TCothe milots. L1l dn ol the traiuing was Co.urehensive

-nd rroved vert valusblec on ilrolatec cecmsicne.

5 e mekem FhRe

w.ll phases of ingtrunent




Jenxonstration clusces o the infantry saneuver
vatteliong were expencad to oro thorousinly ccauaint
them with .34, so they could ore iuiliy utilize the noten-
tial at their disposal.

#0 Steven T. .ocd 542-58-3441 comvleted fuanele

vrvival scehool ot Subic Zay, ~hillivires, =@nd pzssed
o survivel dnformaticn te the .ilots ut infornal dig—
cugsionrs,

cmmuniticon exyenciturcs during thir ceeraticn were f

.192 rockets, 98,150 rcounds of T.62mm, end 7,518
roinds of 40mm srenzdes. .. total of 730 fly no hers

&g recorcec on 1761 cortics.  Surveillance included
ld enemv illed. 31 structaires wegtroved, Z samvans

e

lestroyed, 1 verry desiroved. sssortec cuiomatic LT ONS

[ L ]
“na oszmell arms cavturca(incls diny ocn 60mm mcrtar), LRG
.

S seccndary exploesicns.

o T Tom s o e - ey e Ty
SUriny tnio o ceraticn she

ere .'ere GwWo wajcr chsnses -“n
S Mippei - 4 QL L 2 1S EG
1, [T - e - . - . " S W4 -
218 chnin T oeccooone., SACr Urels M. Levdo¥cgsumed the

sosition of Gettery Oommorder on 3 e 0§,

9 [hgtel bu.t)t
cenrv O, diller, Jr. $33-52=2779 becare tﬁt hxecutive Tfficer
24 oy 6G,

lopior. Lokt Jometd
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inclusive dates on tile cversti n vere 9 Tov 59
e o lee 59, O 2attery continued ite reneral gup orte
reinrireing role to the 3rd Srisade. Juring the firet
serticn or $hais oprratiin, the ‘riffins voriked cut of
~al Loe, tut Leter returnec to womnoovane dith o forwerd
Cwerntlons bhise.
fhe early popt of L ovemper Sattery supiortes the
3 sattolion, Sth Jecaanized :nfantry near the Jemili-
tarized .one, o2V wiits rere zlso surverted _n thiz
TELe Corel ond elsewnere in tne usres JT ceerati.ong
severel ernewmy willed  are creditec so the ariffins 1=
biege rcoti one.
cnosne 1ot oof Jecember oo nrtilery roid me condudted.
tecaee nd Ankers rere Zestroved. J¥o dave
Later the 00,000tk rocket .as fired WY wla, walle sttocking
no A 5"301’1 truck,. Syl & &W&n w‘- W Lo W"" “"nd

wment Llisnt ¢"dlnlhh continued durino thia

ereticn.  Bwo oaviators reneveu Otandare Instrumernt

I

;u&liiicatisns. W00 eontintea to irevide instructiorn te
"

Su;ﬁary ter vpereti.oa emacilic Sauere shows the

fliiowing totals. 036 Ilyir aours vers losged on
1,386 sortics. 35,249 rockets, ©£6.850 rounds of 7.62xm,
1

rounds of 40mm crencdes Lere fired. dlegulis

Jere 7 oeneny nilled, 49 strmuctures cestreyea, ¢ structires

<odeter oudfole dliled, 2 elechonts ~illed,

- - oo . T
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CLERATICN RANDOLEH GLIN 7 uec 89 o 31 Mer 70

Thig cverati n begen on 7 ec 69 snd lreted until 31 Yar
T0. The Griffine supported an artillery raid tc¢ otort off the
oreraticn, distroying 20 hcotcho 5 rampans, and 2 bunkers in
the v=01u¢ty of the Zalient, The ARA as bugy sven sith the
zoor -eather, flying 39 hours on the 14th .f December,

Units ruppérted rers scattored far and ~ide over northern
- Corpe., On 15 Cec 70 su“..rt A furnlshga to 1/5 ifech alon~
thoe 2, ond a .eck loter most of the wicsiors ¢10fn ver: about
15 miles sovthweet of Cemp Svens chere B/g/18' nfantry, odd
the Jrd Brizedc'c Tini-lav ore Zlven & helying u~nd On
Chrictmes day two Loh's frox 3r® Bde dpev ﬂround fire, 2nd called
Trr LRA . Reouvlidr ere 4 eremy killed, 1 cootured, 4 aurkerc
doetroyed, 4 AF-471¢ canuur”d P“d m”rf and ﬁdfort"d aquirment
contured,

on 28 Dee 70 € Btry wrticivotsd in snother artillery reig
Gt the 108+ Arty., nd voo T0llon oo erk e sertad ARVN unit-
5/187 Tnf ntry, ird Bée iri=0aw. 1/506 Infantry, CTroop 2/17T+th
vav, nd Jotkiiler cloments Hha rovrhont the crec of operationc,
6 den 70 car day uf heev conttctf Tor tic Griffine, and nearlw
cvexry tadn s wbdlisod,

Cn 31 Dec 70 and AdL souction wac called into the Achou

?71hv ‘n Geteriorating venther Lo wrovide security for trcop
chine '-nwt 1w bo extract s Mrlenulv elerent. Teversl

enemy anti-sireraf ordtiocns onened fire on the troon ships,
ot chich time the Griffine +laccd tanlr zirer £t baotreen the
enem’ vocltl ne nd the elenent on the sround and attrcked the
cremy Coapcens, Acstroeying thiom. Yor their brovery lajor Craig
T, Lavon ﬂ05—w2—f98) anag puﬁﬁ in Henry ¢. Yiller A 23=h2=2979
received the w1@t neviched ¥ly ne Cposs (G0 B07¢ and 3327,
rezvectively), ‘nd ol orrell chnbaug‘ and /ol Stevhen
Schedddn~ o cc1ved the Air lzcal ith "V* “evice.

The 10th of Jan ¢ natrol cenéueting 2 reconnsissance in
Torce onersti n contiwert of Jemo Fvone cngaced an enemy force
of unknom cize, o7d -ullersd t.o cvuu;itlov in the inftial
neocunt r. bl\ tc calr firs superiority, the nsitrol called
o ARA, {eﬁvv clouds obreured the area, but the RA csection
rag a2bde to resch it., Tnes there sihe zection inztructed the
squad leader on th: orconer adinctment of roclket fire, and

enaoorea the enemy nesiticonr The section 2lzo ~uided o med—evac
cicr er into the notrelt- ;O“i*jOL, folloved by o command and

orivery, uiw followsins receivad whe Lir Medsl ith #vo Tevice:
002 B3ill R, Ferthormer, ¢ Japes o, Jenninge, ol Leroy 4.
Thrictencen, cnd 0L ilmifﬁ . Lritcher,

control cpnenoer.  Yor their fﬂvotﬂon 50 duty ond nersonal




C.i2 Neil Hupyer was critically wounded in action north of |
FSB Sheppard on 14 Jan 70 when he wes struck by a ,50 caliber
round., 1 Lt. Terrence P. Fowler, the copilot, quickly agsumed
contrel of the AH-1G helicopter , and, although he was not fully
familier with the aircraft, flew the damaged aircraft unasgssted
from the target area to the 18th Surgical Hospital wh vre he
executed & suceessful landing. TFor his personsl bravery, L Lt.
Yowler was awarded the Dictinguished Flying Cross, Mr. Hupper
vas med-evacued from the 18th Surgical Hospital to the Hospitel
Ship Ssnetuery, and later returned to the Us. '

' On the I:th of Jan, Cp%. Robert B. Williams became the Fxec—
ntive Cfficer of C Bettery, Cactain /illiams replaced Cpt.
laniel J. Petrosky. - L

'On 18 Jan 70 Gemmral Smith and Colonel Pollerd visited C
Battery for an awards ceremony. General Smith presented Captain
Jemes T. Barmett with a Distinsuished Fl:ing Crose for his
actiins on 12 Sep 69.

Excitement ran throughthd entire Btry on 20 Jan 70 when
geven circraft were launched to Queng Tri in response to a
possible sightins of = battalion of enemy soldiers near the DMZ.
Howe¥er, the prospect failed metericlize, znd the chips returned
at dawm, :

The lust days of Janucry were bugy ones for ¢ Btry. The
Griffine fired numerous landing-zone preparations, add participeted
igme an artillery raid with the 2/319 Arty. Results of the reid:

13 hootches destroyed, 8 bunkers destroyed,and 4 damsged,

2 cultivated rice fields dameged, 2 rafts destroyed, 1 boat destroyed,
and 2 gecondary explosions observed, :

Also during this period one eneny armored personnel cariier
was attacked and destroyed in the vieinity of the Ashan Valley.
Battle damege became somewhat of a problem as two aircraft .
received nits in the canopy, one took a round through the landi
geer, and a fourth suffered damage to both main rotor blades,
Faintenance personnel were hard-pressed to keep the aircraft
mission~-ready, and they worked day and night to get the job done.
Many rcdio and electrical problems were encountered due to the
damp weather, and avionics personnel and electricians worked apound
the clock t0 correct them, : -

A personal interview 'was conducted on 31 Jan T0 after a
rather umusual fire mission near the DMZ. A comnplete copy of
it will be found =t the end of this chapter.

February broke with poor weather, though the Griffins still
answered many contact missions., On 4 Feb 70 Captain Henry C.
Miller received the Purple Heart.

The next day on a mission near the DMZ & Cobra piloted by
CJ2 James Jennings and /ol John Milhone was hit by & .50 caliber
round in cne of the main rotor blazde &rips. There were no injuries
and the t.0 pilots returned the zircraft safely.




An artillery raid was conducted in the vicinity of the north
end of the Ashau Valley on 7 Peb 0. Then the weather deteriorated,
and a second raid wus postponed. Few contect missione were flown
for the next ten days. \ _ .

On 19 Feb 70 Major Craig H. Leyda and CW2 Loren W. Gee were
shot down near the Leotian border. (w2 Edwin D. Billet and Cw?
John P. Carter jettisoned their sircraft's wing stores, and
Picked up the downed crew on the ammunition-bay doors, utilizing
én old bomb crater for & landing zone, For their personal
bravery Mr. Carter received the Pistinguished Flying Cross, and
Mr. Billet received the Air Medal with "y» Device.

The very next day the entire ARA Battalion rarticipated in
an artillery raid south of Khe Sanh. The turget was & major
infiltration route which was being used heavily by the enemy.
Colonel Pollard, the Battalion Commander, personally led the
attack, and after the attack, led the entire flight in formation
over Camp Evans, FSB Sally, and Camp Eagle on the return trip.

C Btry put up seven chips for the mission and fired 114 fleschette
rockets, 109 white phosphorus rockets, and 124 17-1b. high :
explosive rockets for & total of 12 hours of flying time. Almost

no surveillance was obtained from the maid because of intense ground
fire encountered in the area,

Contect missions were flown bakk to back on 21 Feb 70 until
late in the afternoon when the pzce finally slackened., Ammo
pPersonnel were very busy supplying the ships with rockets and
turrgt ammunition, as the after-action reports piled up in
Operations. '

Mejor Bick Hcle assumed command of C Btry from Mejor Draig
H. Leyda on 27 Feb 70. Major Leyda DEROS'ed at this time, The
next day C Biry was granted a "stand-down" for the entire day, A
steak feed was organized, followed by games of softball end
Polleyball, ‘

The latter part of February sew many changes in the Biry aresa,
The "hot spoi" end roads received a fresh coat of renaprine,
and bunkers werc covered with cement. Sever:l officers and
edlisted men attended the armement school during February.

CW2 Richard W. Freeman experienced = lateral sgervo failure
in his Cobra, but landed it safely on the T.rp Pad at Camp EBagle.

Maintenance experienced difificulties due to & lack of ‘
available parts, :nd the slow return of others from C Btry's
support facilities. Many parts were rotated among ships as thé
aircraft ceme in for periodic inspections. '

Behicle maintenence had their share of problems, too, due to
& shortage of perts and the adverse wezther. On many occasions
one could see lights in the motor pool until very late at night.

The first tww days in March were filled with landing-zone
"preps". snd th following dey the entire ARA Bn executed another
reid., This one took place on the west side of the Ashau Valley
in the viecinity of Tiger Mountain. Some anti-aircraft fire
wag encountered, but all the aircraft emcaped damage.




The same day two of the Griffins' Cobras were involved ine

- freak accident at FSB Sally's refueling point. Both alrcraft were
completely destroyed, but the four pilots--CW2 James Jennings,

CW2 Ri.hard Freeman, Cii2 Lorcn W. Gee, and WOl John Milhong—-—

escaped injury. .

The first two weeks in March there were many fire missicns.
1/5 Mech und ARVN units accounted for most of these. Fighting vwas
also heavy southwest of Cemp Evens, and C Btry aircraft saw an
abundancd of action in the mountainous terrsin. .

On 12 Mer 70 Captain James E, Mitschke and CW2 Edwin D. Billet
received the Pistinguished Flying Cross for their outstanding
dicpley of p rsonal courage in the recovery of & lone member of a
reconnaissance team thot was left deep irn enemy territory. They
navigated through extrmely adverse weather, and mounteincus terrain
to reach the location, and came under intense enemy fire while
they performed the emergency extraction. ‘

In the latter part of March meintenance still had its share
of headaches--and they were many. Parts difficulties still
hampered the hard-working mechanics, and main rotor heads were
wearing out much faster than they could be replaced. A team from
B Company, 5th Trocnsportati n Battalion arrived to solve
electrical problems in the turret weapons subsystem, and armement
personnel benefitted iimessurably from the experience gsined.
Throughout March mzintenance personnel continmed to work around
the clock on damaged aircraft. :

27 Mar 70 marked the beginning of a small but complex:
operation thet was not resolved for several days. It began with a
call from an ARVN unit that wanted ARA to attack a suspeet Morter
position. TLater that day near FSB Barbara, an OH-58 helicopter
wes shot down while performing & reconneissence mission, Heevy
resistance was encountered by rescue teams, and later that night,
if) very poor weather, WOL Stephen H. Scheiding led a flight of
trcop ships into the area, and supported them while they inserted
US infantry elements. TFor his actions, Mr. Scheiding wes recommended
for the Distinguished Service Cross, and the other pilota of his
gection and recommended awards are as foldows: Captain Henry
C. Miller, Jr.,~-the Distinguished Flying Cross; WOl James M.
Borland-~The Distinguished Fly:ing Crcss; and WOl Joséph J. Milhone
-=The Air Medal with "V" Device,

The following dey while supporting sn infantry element trying
to recch the scene 6f th: crash, WOl Scheiding was wounded by an
AR=47 round th:t came through the slot in his armored seat. For
this he received the Purple Heart.

On 29 Mar 70 three more aircraft received damage from enemy
ground fire. There were no injuries, but once sgein maintensence
personnel w re hard-put to repair the damaged ships, and return
ther to mission-ready status. :




The same day a sectinn of LRA supported an ARVN element
which engaged an unknown sized enemy force near FSB Fuller. The
mission wag carried on despite deteriorating wezther, low clouds,
and intense enemy fire. The gireraeft had to be flown low over
the enemy positiins on account of the clouds, which more fully
exposed them to the enemy weapons. Decorated in this adtion
were 1 Lt. Thomes A. Jo nson, Distinguished Fly ng Cross;

70l Darrell D. Ozenbaugh, Distinguiched Flying Cross; Captain
#illiam B. Roberss, Air Medal with wy Device; and 01 Ronalgd
A. Gutterud, Air M:del with "vr Device,

Another section supporting an ARVN un .t flew through low
clouds, mountainous terrsin, and intense smell arms and automatic
wedpons fire to enable an ARVN a&iement to reorganize and counter-
attack the enemy force that had gained an advantage on them,

The ARA aircreft made severel rocket attacks just above tree-top
height to place accurate fire on the eneny positions. Decorated
for bravery were C.2 Kenneth M., Havren and OW2 James A. Jennings
who received the Dintinguished Flying Cross, and Captain James
E, Mitschke and W0l James M. Borland who received the Air Medal
wiht "V" Device.

A third section of airecraft in support of an ARVN element
northeast of F8B Fuller were providing very close rocket fire
in adverse weather and mountainous terrain whrn one of the gircraft
received multiple hits by an enemy machine gun. The gection
refused to leave the ocutnumbered ARVN unit, however, until they
were relieved by another secticn of ARA, Shortly thereafter, the
demeged aireraft wes forced 4o land in enemy territpry. The
following pilots were awarded the Disntinguished Flying Cross for
 their outstanding brafery: Cw2 Steven F. Wood ang ¥01 Charles J,
Recine, and 1 L+t, Donald L. Scott end WOl 7illiam @, Critcher
received the Air Medzl with "V" Device for courage under fire,

During this operation continued emphasis was placed on IFR
Tligh instruction. Two sviators renewed tneir Standard Instrument
tickets, and yrovided IFR flight trainging to the other aviators.

The Griffins also continued ARA orientation classes, demon-
strations, and forward observer trainging for infantry unite. One
class was even presented to B Company, 158th Aviation Battalion(Ambl)

Operation Randolph Glen lastéd 114 days. C Battery flew
2,268 hours on 5,460 sorties, or nearly twenty hours per day on the
average. [fmmunition expended included 33,414 2.75n rockets,
239,560 rounds of 7.62mm, and 15,889 rounds of 40mm. This ammo
accounted for the folliowing: 100 enemy killed by ARA, 70 hootches
destroyed, 57 bunkers destroyed, 7 bridges destroyed, 5 trucks
destroyed, 2 .5l-caliber weaions destroyed,pS sampans destroyed,
and 3 secondary explosions obsepven,




INTERVIEW

The following is a personal interview that took place in

- the evening following & s ccessful attack by the lst ARVN Division

closely supported by Aerial Rocket artillery, on 31 Jan T70. The
pilots interviewed were WOl Stephen H. Scheiding, who servemd as

a pilot in an AH-~1G helicobter, and WOl Joseph j. Lillhone, who
sergel as e pilot/gunner. The sction centered arocund & smell hill
in the wicinity of grid YD o043635. The mission came through C
Btry from ite higher headquarters, from the lst ARVN Div. Other
units participating in the action were A/4/77, H&H/4/77, D/158%h
Avn. Bn, B/158th Avn. Bn., cnd an Air Furce forward air control
aircraft(commonly called FAC.).

The fire mission cazme down at 1100 hours, and the Griffins
arrived on station =t 1130 hours. The weather was good; partly
overcast with a ceiling at 2000 feet, 20 know wind from the Norti,
snd excellent visibility. The target area consisted of steep
nills with deep ravines, covered by low-growing shrubs. The
area had been chellcd and bombed many times in the pzst, leaving
only a few dead trees standing. DMNany bunkers coulld be seen from the
air.

While enroute, the Griffins zad contacted the Dragon section,
who was working the area at the time, and also established
commmnicetione with the :RVN element on the ground. The Dragon
aireraft passed the Griffins off the Air Force FaC, who directed
timm into the speciffic ar.a of the contack. Two Redskin aircraft
were firing at the time, so the Griffins orbited and received a
sitrep from the FAC., The FAC then rolled in and marked the target
with white phosphorus rockets. The Griffine hod already
identificd the friendly positions, and rolled in tn a rocket
attack, firveing 3/4 of a load. While the section was firing on the
initial target, one of the pilots saw an unknown unit on a
hi.l approximately 85 meters from the target. These troops
were confirmed a&s enemy by the ground unit snd the Fal, and Griffins
engaged them at clouse range with the 40mm. and minigun. One
58 the aircraft received battle damage on the second pass at
the hill.

The Griffins held off until they received the ground
commenderts permission to fire rockets on the enemy porition.

The ground command<r clearedy them, and the cection expended its
remaining ordnance.

4Le the BRVN': advanced they received heavy sutomatic weapons
fire and smsll arms fire fro. the nearer bunker complex, But the
ground commender would not let the ARA fire turret weapons because
of the proximity to hisz own troops. The ARVN'e continued to
engage the complex .ith M-16, U-79, and 57mm. recoiless rifle
fire. The section of Griffins was relieved by another Griffin
section led by Cpt. Jomes Barnett. The first section then
roturned to Quamg Tri for fuel, =nd on to Camp Evens for more
ammnition. _




Interview 2

The =ection was scrambled again at 1500 hours to return to th.
same area. ‘Yhen they arrived, all the other helicopters had
departed stattion. As the Griffins covered the ARVN troops
assaulting the hill, the pilots kept their eyes open for any
slgn of heavy enemy resistance. The ARVN's were in constatmit
contact, using M-16's and fragmentation grenades to destroy the
enemy in the bunkers. The ARVN's had approximately six PO7's at
this time. Their zssault continued into the bunker complex from
the North, South, and Eest.

At this time Cpt. John Morris Spotted enemp troops on top
of the hill. Some of these were dead, others were wounded, and
the rest were trying to defend their position agaeinst the advancing
ARVN's, The section received clearance from the ground commander
to utilize their turres weapons, and fired them until the guns
were either jammed or expended, The section then received clearance
to use rockets, Each ship fired about four pair, and then continued
to orbit at & low altitiude so they coudd observe the afivance of
the ground element as well as the enemy positions. More enemy
were obgerved, but the ARVN's were too close for the Griffins to
fire rockets. ARVN sdddiers were ocbserved entering bunkers, locating
enemy bodies, clothing, weapons, pots, pans, «nd other amsorted
equipment. :

The section finally wad forced to leuve station for lack of
fuel. They retwmned to Quang Tri, refueled, relozded the turrets,
and departed Hfr the area again. But approximately five minutes-
out of Yuung Tri, the wing airer:ft experienced an electiricil fire
in the cockpit which resulted in o particl control lces. This
eircraft returged to Quang Tri, while the loead aireruft continued
to the tarzct area where he was joincd by "King Cobra," the

- ARA's Battalion Commander. Theycontinued to provide close

ground support to the .RVN's who hud now taken the hill and were
encountering sporadic pockets of resistance. One of these wag a
very larg: bunker which held for cpproximately fifteen minutes
under concentrated attack,

As the aircrzft passed over the advancing ARVN troops, they
held up czptured wezapons which included zsgault rifles and machine
guns. 4t this time the ground commande: reported an estimated
14 FOW's and 45 cnemy killed. The lead ship remained on station
approximately one hour while the ARVN's secured the area, and
continued search ng for more enemy snd supplies. Dur ng this hour
two “"slicks" from B/158th ivn Bn were covered while they went in
t0 extract POV's and captured docurents, and one Medewvac ship
wac covered as it picked up wounded troops--both friendly and enemy,

The lead aircrzft wis relieved on station by his wing man,who
wes in 2 replacement aircraft flo.n up to Quang Tri by the
meintenance officer. Then the 8eetion leader refucled at Quang
TRi, &nd returned to the target area while the wing men esmcorted
another B/158th ship into the friendly position to pick up -
casualties. The ARVN :dviser reported to his headquerters th:ot
over sixty enemy hcd been killeds

The Griffins escorted t.o more Dustoff airceraft which mede
casualty pick-upe, and continued air cover for the ARVN's while
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they withdrew 2nd set up night defensive positbons around the

“rea. Darkness wus approaching, sand &t this time the Griffins
The adviser also informed the ARA

were fiven an end-of-miswion,
that over sixty enemy were killed, fourteen were captured, and
No ARVN soldier was lost. The

the ARVN casualties were light.
section returned to Camp Evans, where a hot meal awaited them,




