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HISTORY OF HEADQUAlIES TROO?

FORWARD

This document will serve as the initial Listory of Headguarters Troop
from tlie period of activation until 31 December 1968, Currently the only
morning reports on file date from April 1967, Efforts have been made to
obtain access to the moraing reports for the missing period from activation
on 25 Hovember 1966 until april 1967, This history is not meant to be an
exhortation on the merits of the troop or the squadron; its purpose is to
objectively portray important events which lead to the activation, deployment,
and functional being of the air cavalry squadron. Some events have been
ondtted, not because they were unimportant, but due to the lack of factual
data, However, the facts preseinted herein present certain aspects of the
troop's backiround which otherwise might be forgotten.
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The squadron natch is only available on OD ¢loth with black characters.
The horse shoe ceatered in the patch represents the horse cavalry of our
heritage while the superimposed lightning bolt represents the spoed, power,
and streingth that air and ground vehicles have given the modern cavalry.

The flasher with tiie words LUTHLsSS KIDERS appears beneath the circular patch.
The avionics door on the nose of all Tth Squadron UH-1H and AH-1G helicopters
bears a white horse shoe with yellow lightning bolt on a black backpground.

. LIdaGE A.D HOJORS

Constituted 1 July 19i6 in the Repular Army as Troop C, 1Tth Cavalry and
organized at Fort Bliss, Texas,

Inactivated 26 September 1921 at the Presidio of Monterey, California
Redesignated 1 July 1940 as Troop G, 17th Cavalry (Corps Reconnaissance)
Disbandsd 9 ifarch 1951

Reconstituted L May 1959 in the Regular Army as Troop G, 17th Cavalry
Activated 6 December 1962 at Fort Ord, Califorinia

Inactivated 31 August 1965 at Fort Ord, California

Fedesignated 27 September 1960 as Headquarters and Headquarters Troop,
7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry (organic elemeats concurreatly congtituted)

Activatod 25 dovember 1906 at Fort Knox, Kentucky
CAIPATG.] PARTICIPATIO CRuDIT

WORLD WAR IT

Northern France
Rhineland
Ardennes-Alsace
Central Europe

DECCRATIONS

Pending President Unit Citation
Pending lieritorous Unit Citation
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BACKGIOUHD

HEADGUALTLRS AJD HEADGUARTILS TROC? was activated 25 October 1966 by
General Order 249, Headquarters, US Army Armor Center, Fort Knox, Kentucky
L012). dated 25 Jovember 1986 under TOE 17-9 Oct. The center of activities
for the troop aad the squadron was Godman army Air Field at Fort Knox,
Based on the proven valuc'of the lst Squadron, 9th Cavalry with the lst
Cavalry Division, two armored squadrons, the 3rd Squadron and the 7th Squad-
ron from the 17th Cavalry Regiment were reactivated and designated as air
cavalry squadrons. As with all newly activatcd units the squadron, for the
next fow months, received perscnnel and equipment almost daily. Those per-
somnel assigned to the Squadron at that time iimediately started planning
and making preparations for the training program. Other training exerciscs
were conducted at Camp Atterbury, Indiana, the Mountain Ranger Camp,
Dahlonega, Gecryia as well as the Fort Kiox Reservation. The Rangers
provided the air cavalry squadron with threec days of training and practical
anplication in na.ger techniques and repelling of infantry, Additionally,
the scouts and gun ships began working in mountainous areas for the first
time against aggressors,

The line troops of this squadron were all activated on lj February 1967
officially, even though they ohysically existud prior to that. Thus Head-
quarters wroop carricd everyonc in the squadron on their morain; reports
and other administrative documents until February. By April 1967 the troop
strength was 17 officers, U warrant ofticer, and 135 enlisted men. These
morning reports roflect that individuals started taking £Qi leaves near the
end of July, and coutimed through august and sepitember. Advaaced squadron
level traiadng commenced 5 July 1967 with the squadron making road and air
movement to Camp Dawsou, West Virginia with the National Guard and Spocific
- Forces Hescrves, Therefore, during the period of April, Hay, and June oue
cail agswae that normal PO activities such as range firing, conex container
packing, final aircraft and vehicular maintenance and the various inspec-
tions wore all taking place. The squadron did coaduct a lengthy field
training oiercise on the Fort Kinox rescrvaticn and the Green River area
which included aerial gunnery. .Jever before had so many helicopters assem-
bled at Fort Kaox and only Fort Bemning, with tlio activation of the lst — -
Cavalry Division can compare with Fort Knox for air activity during those
days. Over 174 aircraft were involved with both squadrons training and
flying. The squadron ATT was administered by the US Army Aviation Group
(PLOV) from Fort Knox. The testiag area sclected was tlie Green River area
near Campbellsville, Kentucky., The ATT, couducted 2-4 August covered all
aspects of air cavalry operatiovns. Persommel from the forming 7th Armored
Squadron, lst fir Cavalry served as agpressors. No records are avallable to
determine the dates when equipment loft Fort Knox to be loaded on the ship
at lobile, Alabama; however, on 18 August 1967 the squadron maintenance
officer, Major Joseph Thiring, departed to Sharn Army Depot. During the next
two wocks, starbing 28 august, the 7 organic aireraft to the Squadron
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departed Fort Kinox for Sharp Ammy Depot, Latlirop, California., On k October
1907 the troop prepared to depart Fort Knox and submitted its first morn-
ing report with the USALPAC A20 SF 90558 hcading. On 9 October 1967 the
the troop was airliftcd from Stanford Fiecld, Louisville, Kentucky to Oak- -
laid Army Terminnl, Oakland, Califoraia. The trocp, with the remainder of
he squadren aad the 3/17th cavalry, boardsd the USJS General delson i,
Walker and departed on 10 October 1967, On 27 October 1967 the troons
arrived at Qui iJhon, KVJ with a streagtlh of 20 officers, l warraat officers
and 163 enlisted mea., By convay they procecded through the An Khe Pass to

Canp Enari to become OPCO{ to the Lth Infantry Division. The advaiced party

of 75, mostly wainteusance persomiel, lauded at Bien Hoa on 13 Octobor 1967
and were tiien flowa to Ploiku and Vung Tau respectively. The chan of come
mand, however, for the squadron runs to 17th Combat Aviation Group in iha
Trang and next to 1st iviation Brigado in Long Binh, The lst Armorad
Squadron, 10th Cavalry prcvided the recoptici, housing, lopistical support
and assisted tle squadron with ain in-conndry oricutation trainiag pregram
to becoue operationsl as soon as possible. Por the next nonth the troop
lived in GP teats while tle outer perimetor of Camp Lnari was enlarged to
accorodate the Luthless heliport, revetmsnt arca, and base complex., The
aircraft, with cscort sursomnel, arrived in Vung Tau by sca on 23 October
1967 and 15 CH-6i's were delivered by air on 30 October 1967. Initial moin-
teaaace support came from in-country resources of the 3hth General Support
Group. About mid-Jovember tlie perimeter had been re-cstablished and the
squadron moved into the open field-~tue area it presently occupies. Again
the construction program began by pouring concrete, canstructing buildings,
laying PSP and errceting main tents, wiving buildings with electricit, and
building butter and vetter showers and l.irines deilys; The rainy scason

- ended Just prior to the squadron arrival Lut an oecasional rain would have

been appreciated to settle tue dust, On ovembor 22, € Troop became OPCON
to thic Americal Division at Chu Lai aud a muber of staff officor changos
resulteds The building projram was to coubinue watil Septembor 1968 with
large interruptions duc to the toctical cituaticn.
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StlabiiJ COMiHA JDET: 5

ITC Lawrcnce Johison
LTC Stephen P. Camcron
ITC Lobert H, Reuter

)
ClaaPT'ER 3

CAL LD AGT OO,

Deployment to 20 lew 48 (10Jans3m

30 Har 6§ to 1Y% Sap 68
15 Sop 60 tn Freacnb

SWADRO DoUTY Clriia dDiJis

LTC Janoes D. parctt -

25 Aor 88 to T cer 68

- SQUADLOT EXSCUTIVE OFFTCLLs

MaJ Owon Haxton

HaJ Alfred J. Iller
Mad Scott T, Lyman
S~1

tIAJ Ray FHi1l

CPT Lowreince K. Konyon
HAJ Willjam B, Wilder
S-1 HCO

SFC Percival K. Crisp
SI'C Russell i, Miller

5.2

iHAJ Robert W, Cock
[isd Charles L. Brown
BRuaK

Had kobert A, Lofford
CPT Michael w. fodge
S5-2 HCO

156G werner 2, Harder
S¥C George ., tray

5~3

IiAJd Richard H. Marden

Deployacat Lo 1% Dos 67
22 Dec 67 to 20 sug 68
25 Sop 68 to Present

Deployment to 10 Mar 68
10 Har 68 to 3 Sep 68
3 Sep 68 to Present

Deployment to 9 Oot 68°
9 Oct 68 to Present

Denloyment to 20 Feb 68
20 Feb 68 to 1, apr 68

7 Jun 68 to 11 Sep 68
1 Oct 68 to 2rusent

Denloymeut to 25 Oct 68
25 Oct 68 to Present

Daployment to 27 Sen 68

HaJ Richard H, Marshall 27 Sep 68 to Prescnt

2ntl on Fmorgy Iwv)
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ASST S-3

I&J Robert Hefford Doployment to 22 Lov 67
CPT Joscph C, Gross IIT 22 Nov 67 to i Sap A3

GPT Jerry L. Causcy 11 Sep €8 to I 0ot &3
CPT Michael G, law L Oct 68 to prosant

S5~3 {CO

MSG Jaclde Conroe Desloymeus to 9 ey 68
1S¢ William C. Chl 90t 65 o & il o8
SFC Halawey Radford Jr, 8 Nev €8 to Fresens

SQUADRO: MAT.Id. fCL OFFTICER

HAJ Florian A, Thiring feploymeas 4o 7 Oy 683
CPT Jaseph Lachu 7 Jen 68 to i Vov 44
CPT Ted Bidigare 15 dov 68 o 17 Hew &8

MAJ Frank lMeopan 17 Nov 68 to f':c':..-;ieﬁ*';

HEADQU.'RTLI:S TROCP CO:i:AJDER .

CPT Ricliard V. Doty Activation to 17 apr 67
HAJ Charles L. Brown Jr 17 Apr 67 to 18 Feb 68
HAJ William B, Wilder 18 Feb 68 to 3 Sep 68
MAJ Willard D. Conklin L Sep 68 to Present

FIRST SuEGuiT

113G Robert L. Frazier = Activation to 10 Jov 67
SIC Marvin C, Gibson 10 Jdov 67 to 1 May 68
SFC James Touchstone . 1 Hay 68 to 9 Oct 68
SiC Leruan Teth 10 Oct 68 to 31 Oct 68

15G hobert L, Greene 1 Hov 68 to Present
lioTol o¥FIcs. o
CPT John P. Gose Deployment to 6 sov 68

1IT Herbert C. Gates 6 Jov 68 to 10 Jan 69
1IT Carlin N, Craig = 11 Jan 69 to Present

AVIATION SECTION LEADER

CPT Dallas W, Halcemb  Deployment to 2 Jun 68
C2T James M. Basta 2 Jun 68 to 27 Sep 68
Ci2 David P, Davis 28 Sep 68 to Present
THOOP SUPPIY OFFICLR

CW2 David J. Peterson  Deployment to 1 Oct 68
Wl Fredrick R, Bennett 10ct 68 to Prosent
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.CW2 Josoph Sistarich
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MOTOR SERGRANT

SSG Daniel W, Feazelle 7 Oct 67 to 7 0ot A8
SFC Francis L., Baden 8 0zt 63 4o Pronunt

FLIGHT OPiciTIONS S.-RGiALIT

SIC albert aranaoc Jr.

Deployment %o 7 Oob 68
SSG Thomas L. Darm 2

7 Cot (38 o Pousend

TROO. sin LIV AL JCE OFFICER

#6 Teb 63 o LF o 6

Wl Rohers Y. Glomb 14 Dac 65 to Tresoud

e
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CHAPTER

UNTT ORPENAFTIONS

ko TACTICAL COMMITTMBEJTS: During this pordiad Headquarters Troop nersonnel
nanned forwerd command posts at Oasis, Kontun, and Dok To for shors periods of
tino from November 1967 until Juno 1968, Duri.g ITi%! the entire Squadron's
activitics and cnergies were devotod to tho Kontum area which was nearly all
occupicd by the WVA. However, fram June through November 1968 a large troop
committment manned the forward CP at Ban Me Thout Last in suppcrt of A and D
Troop operations, This support naturally included wess personncl with largae
camittmentsof communications, medical, maintcenance, S~2 and S-3 personnol.
Anothor suricd of forward CPs were ostcblished at Kontum and west of Ploi
Morang for the mcath long operations against the North Vietnameso Army road
in the arca,

B, O8UPPLT CQMITTHENTS: Independent of S-l and Headquarters Troop supply,
headquarters persomnel operated the entire squadron technical supply until
late November 1968. At that time the supply was divided and each soparate
air cavalry troop given a section plus all noneaviation parts such as motor

pool parts wcre moved to their respective sections.

C. I.SPHCTIOMS: The unit did not roceive any formal inspections after
arriving in country until 12 Sep 68, whon the HG Troop was given an unane
nounced Giil by 1lst AVN Bde. Weak areas wore in Ammunition, POL, and Main-
tenance and Maintenance Manajement; however, the Troop receivid an overall
satisfactory rating. )

The Squadron wis scheduled to roceive the AGI on 4=8 dov 68, A pro-iGI
was administered by the 17th CAG and the hth Inf Div during Oct 68, Much
improvement was shown in all areas and many favorable cuments were received
from membexrs of the AGI Team,




CHAPTER 5
BQUIRIET &0 {TATIATIONS

A. BQUIPMEIT: Headquarters Troop has nun aadsrgone the largoe. couipment
changes that the line trocps have, Hewover, there hes bes a chouge in tho
maintenance structure. Inditially the 40tk T0 Detacknent providsd all main-
tenance support of the line troops. OCrodvally ED aad BRI Seows arvived in
country and soon all tlie troops had theus teswms and tho LOsh 2C woa deactie
vated and roturned to the states. Duriug Scptudber 1908 tie last remaining
UH-1Cs in the troop were turned into supsly clheanels and as of Dacember 1968
the troo. had on hand five UH-1Hs and one T84 Beaver, The U-34 was turned
in for reissue to another unit on 26 Jan 69,

B, LISTALLATICJ: Upon arrival the Troop wus heoused in tuiats., The 4th Inf
Div Fagineers office allocated and approved the construction of permanent
buildings for the Troop. On 19 April 1968, the mess hall was destroyed by
firo. The mess hall was rebuilt, enlarged and dedicated on 15 October 1968,

The first sermancut aireraft hangar was com.leted by C Troop in dovembor

.‘ 1968, and coiustruction is under way to complete a second hangar for A Troop.

. From September 1968 until presviat, the motor vehicle maintenance was
oporated under a squadron coasolidated concepts The area was extremoly poor,
in as mich as no permaneint maiuntenance buildings were built. Maintenance was
hampured by monsccir rains and mud. A permanent vchicle maintenance shop will
be completed in Jamary 1969, Maintonance responsibilities will then be
given back to the iudividual troops. Vehicle-and Engineer PLL was moved from
the flight line to the new office in the motor pool and a reorganized main~
tenance system was placed into effect. . .




SILVLR STAR
IPC Johnson 8 Mar 68
LiGION OF MERIT

ITC Cameren 2 Sep 6b

DISTINGUISHAD FLYING CROSS

CPT Basta 2 Sep 68
CPT foung: 20 Sep 68
1iad Inglett 29 Aug 68
HAJ Iller 27 Jan &8
" MAJ Wilder 16 Uy 68
BRONZE STAR
CPT Basta 17 Jun 6éb
C2T Causey 27 Jul 68
SFC Crisp 26 May 68
CWly Garrett 22 Oct 48
Mid Gross 2 Mar 69
115G Harder 16 Oct 68
s5¢ Hollis 20 Sep 68
CPT Laehu 10 sAup 68
Mhd HMarden 7 Sep 6B
HSG Ohl 18 Dec 68
SP5 Stidham 12 Oct 68
PFC Wright 25 Mar 68
CPT Keryon : 7 Hov 68
CPT Boyd 21 Dec 68
Mid Brown 28 Oct 68
Mad Inglett 2l Aug 68
HAJ Wilder 26 Nov 68

ALY COMILJDATION MEDAL

CPT Basta 11 Jan 68
8P4 Carrillo 2 Mar 68
SPS Dabrowski 8 Feb 68
SPly Edwards 2 Mar 68
SPly Ewing 6 Mar 68
538G Hollds - 2 Mar 68
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LTC Johnaon
S5G Padgett
158G Touchstone
SPS Morriscn

ARMY COMUIDATTON Mobiil, (conr)

13 Jan 68
16 Jul 68
20 Aug 68
18 Jun 68

b 14

HOJOR RiOLa oF Jl kS Koz

None
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