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Username

Welcome to the Vietnam Center and Sam Johnson Vietnam Archive First timers
Username (VNCA) Volunteer Headquarters! use
“Sign Up”
Password As a VNCA Volunteer, you will be making our Vietnam War historical collections more accessible by 9 P
adding captions, descriptions, search terms, and transcripts. Your contributions will help connect online
Password researchers more accurately and easily to the materials they need.
To get started, please click the red Log In / Sign Up button at the upper right of this page. Sign Up to
create your account, then Log In and select any project, collection, or material type that is of interest to
Forgot password? Click here for help.. you. We will keep adding new materials, so please check back often.
For additional information about the volunteer interface and how to add information for individual items,
New around here? please click the Help link in the menu bar above for helpful guides and tips. Feel free to contact us at any
H i i il at vnca@ttu.edu.
Slgn Up time via emai

Thank you for being a VNCA Volunteer!

The Vietnam Center and Archive (VNCA) Announces A New Tool
IMAGE CAPTIONING by Mike Law

Actually, there are TWO ANNOUNCEMENTS here. The first is that the VNCA now has a new portal (like a door or entry
point) called Volunteer Headquarters (VHQ) https://vhg.vietnam.ttu.edu/. The second is that the VNCA has a new tool
or project called Image Captioning. VHPAers should be very happy to start using these to enhance the quality of the
images (photographs, film, and slides) hosted by the Virtual Vietnam Archive (VVA). Remember, the VVA is what we all
see online at https://vva.vietham.ttu.edu/. We ‘search’ the VVA rather than physically visit the VNCA at Texas Tech
University in Lubbock, TX.

Some background information, please:

Garry Gitzen Collection

This is a digital IMAGE VA S066113. Created by  Thisis the current Caption in
the VNCA in 2013 from a 35mm slide donated the VVA for this IMAGE.
by Garry Gitzen. NOTHING!

It is important to remember that should you do a SEARCH in the VVA for an IMAGE, the Search Engine primarily looks for
keywords in the CAPTION. No caption = no find! Effectively this photo is ‘not findable’ unless you do a photo by photo
review of the collection. It would be nice if the CAPTION for this IMAGE contained something like the following:
“Crashed 361 Avn Co AH-1G Cobra about March 1968 on a lowboy trailer at Camp Holloway prior to taking it to the bone
yard.” Should we eventually learn the names of the crew, the full tail number, the exact date, etc. Those could be added
to the CAPTION. BTW, Garry was an E-5 in the 665 TC Det assigned to the 361t Avn Co and left Vietnam in April 1968.

Once you complete the Sign Up process, | encourage to you click on the Resources tab in the display shown above. You
will see something like:


https://vhq.vietnam.ttu.edu/
https://vva.vietnam.ttu.edu/

Projects Resources

Resources

Quick Data Entry Guide

Captioning and Navigation Guide

Captioning Tips

Video - Intro to Image Captioning

Era Terms & Acronyms (Coming St.:on)
Identification Guides AWONDERFUL

Airplanes AWONDERFUL  SiXpage guide
2and 1/2 minute  that explains,

Helicopters  video that terms,
explains SO Sl?nd_ards_.:
Naval Vessels pjucH about captioning tips,
. Captioning and etc.
Vehicles the Volunteer Please make
Project. this PRIORITY
Weapons  pjaace make this #2

Famous F“eopf:\-eRlCJFUTY #l

Places & Things

Other Websites
U.S. Insignia, Badges, etc. (by Branch)
U.S. Military Rank Insignia (by Branch)

| was one of the Beta Testers for the Image Captioning Project in June
2020. At that time, the Captioning and Navigation Guide was 21 pages
long. It is now just 6 pages long because they took the time to prepare
the Video. Please, please watch that Video. Then please consider printing
the Captioning and Navigation Guide. It will be something of a ‘bible’ to
you ~ trust me!!!

Should you click on the Projects tab in the display shown above. You will see something like:

Volunteer Headquarters

Image Captioning Project

Projects ‘ Resources ‘ Contact Us ‘ Feedba

Use these options to browse and select images for entering information:

Browse By Collection

View images grouped by the person who donated them.

Browse By Association

View collections of images grouped by their tie to a veteran's association.
(E.g, Vietnam Helicopter Pilots Association (VHPA) or Americal Division Association)

100 Random Images

View images pulled randomly from all collections.

o VAS029272
Browse By Subject s )
William Foulke Collection (1040)
View images grouped by a specific topic or theme. Department of the Army Special Photographic Office
(DASPO)

Featured Collections

These images have very little description and would benefit most from being captioned.

These red tabs are links for how you can start Captioning.

Now, if you are some of the ‘VHPA pioneers’ who donated photos and slides the VNCA years ago, please contact VHQ
directly. They will give you special access to your images and keep everyone out of your collection (for a while). Some of
the pioneers are: Curt Knapp, John Taber, Phil Lanphier, and Garry Gitzen. There are others | am certain and even dozens
more ‘in the queue’ to be worked. More on the Image processing queue in the next Aviator.

Questions, please contact Mike Law 830-730-0950 or calendar@vhpa.org.
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