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HERAIDRY

Dascription of Unit Crest
The "Soldiers of the Sky" ev:ict approved by the Institute of Heraldry,
United States Army, and suthorized for wear by members of this unit,
casists of a gold coleored metal end enamel insignia 1 inches in height.
The components ave 2 blre annulate surmounted by a pair of gold wings
with a black beid barbed and flighted with gold. Beneath the basic
insignia and eressing over the belt is a gold scroll inscribed with

"Soldiers of the Sky" in black letiers.

SYMBOLISM
The wﬁngs represent the aviation function of the battalian; The bolt
2lso rererred %o as a "guerd" is an errow used with the cross bow and
represents the military personnel transported by the battalion. Ths
annulets, symbel of fidelity, refers to faithfulness to duty, The bolt

and annulate also suggest the characters cne and zero which corresponds

%o the battalian's numsrical designation,




INIT
HQ, 10TH ABC

HQ & HQ Co, 10TH ARC
130TH MED DET O/A
339TH AVN DET (DIV)

CHGAIZZATIONAL CHART

LOCATION
Dong Ba Thin, RVN

Dong Ea Thin, RVHN

. Dong Ba Thin, RVN

Dong Ba Thin, RVN

APO
96377
96377
96377
96377

48TH AVIATION COMPANY
(ASSAULT HELICOPTER)

286TH MED DET O/A

Ninh Hoa, RVH

. Ninh Hoa, RVN

G620

96240

92ND AVIATICN COMPANY
(4SSAULT HELICOPTER)

Dong Ba Thin, RVN

96377

155TH AVILTION COMPINY
(LSSAULT HELICOPTER)

8TH MED DET O/4

Ban Me Thuot, RVN

Bon Me Thuot, RVK

96297
96297

192D JVIATION COMPANY
(4SSLULT HELICCPTER)

198TH MED DET
363RD iVN DET (DIV)

Phen Thiet, RVN
Phan Thiet, RVH
Phan Thiet, RVI!

96317
96317
96317

2/3RD AVILTION COMPANY
(ASSAULT SUFPORT
KELICOPTER)

'Dong Ba Thin, RVN

96377

28187 [VI.TION COMP.NY

Nha Trang, RVN

96240




Company wis assigned to the 10th Dattalion and wes promptly placed in
direct support of the 3rd Dattalion, 505th Infantry at Phan Thiet. 1
June 1938 brought the last trunsformetion of the 10th Battulion is two
units were added and two reassigned, Hew units were the 4L8th Assault
Helicoptrr Company, which was given the primary mission of providing sup-
port for the 9th ROX Infantry Division at Ninh Hoa, and the 155th Asscult
Helicopter Company whose assets went to the 23rd ARVN Division, Special
Forees, .nd MiCV units cround the Ban Me Thout zures, Units depurting the
Bittalion were the 5lst issault Helicopter Company and the 19%4th Assault
Support Helicopter Company, These units were reassigned to the 268th
Combut aviation Battolion,

48 of 1 June 1958, the 10th Combat Avistion Battalion was composed of
he following units and their supporting detachments: Headquarbérs end
Hexdcuarters Company 2t Donz Ba Thin, the 48th .issault Helicopter Company

at Ninh Hoa, the 92nd issault Helicopter Company 2t Dong Ba Thin, the
155th lssault Helicopter Company at Ban Me Thout, the 192nd Assault Heli-
copter Company at Phan Thiet, the 20ist Assauwlt Helicopter Company at

Nha Treng, and the zk3rd Assault Support Helicomter Company at Dong Da
Thin,

With the composition of the 10th Combut Aviction Dettalion experione—
ing no chunges fduring the rem:iinder of 1948 and 211 of 1969, things began
to chinge in the litter half of 1970, On 13 auzust; the 192nd Assault
Helicopter Compeny moved from 1Z Detty at Phon Thiet to Phan Rang AD,
Fhan flang, W, On 15 October, the 162rd Reconnaissance Airplane Company
locuted at Dong Da Thin was welcomed back to the 10th Combat Aviation

stttasion from the 223rd Combat Aviation Battalion. At the end of October
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the 781st Assault Helicooter Cbmpany at Nha Trang closcd out combat
operations in [VN in pren.rition for desctivation, Deactivation ceremonies
were held on 1 December 1970 at Headguarters, 10th Combat Aviction
Bzttalion thus bringing to a close the "Intruder® service in RVN.
it the close of 197C, the 10th Combat iAviestion Dattalion was composed

of the following units and their supporting detachments: Headguarters
and Meadjuarters Company ot Dong Da Thin, the 48th Assault Helicopter
Compzny .t Ninh Hou, the 92nd Assault Helicopter Company <t Dong D Thin,
the 15Z%h Assoult Heliconter Company ot Don Me Thout, the 183rd Recon—
nazissance Alrplone Company 2t Dong D Thin, the 192nd lssault Heliconter
Comz.um .t Than Jang, .nd the 24.3rd lssault SBupport-Eelicopter Comony
ot Dong Bu Thin,

With the borincing of 1071 the 10th Combat Aviation Babtalion bugun a
prriod of tremendous change, On 30 Januvary 1971 the 155th Assault Heli-—

copter Compuny commpleted its inuctivation leaving Bon Me Thout without
avistion support. To £ill the void znd provide the 23rd ARV Division
with neecdsd sir support 3 package of six (4) UH-1H and two (2) UH-iC
aeircroift were sont to Dan Me Thi-t from the 19°nd Assault Helicopter
Comaany. There they remsined #titil 24ons ™ 971 whon.an identisal package
from the 97nl lssawls Izlicoster Compuny sssumed the mission., Also in
Junuw.rvy the 40th assaudt llelicorter Compuny was reassisned to the 223rd
Comb.t Lviotion Sutt.lion ot Dong Ha, RVE to support the RV push into
Laos, “Lom Son 71%, In eurly Februzry 1971 1 Troon 7th Squadron 17th
Ca%alry was sttached to the 120th Combat .lviztion Dattilion and wr:s moved
to T Rane .'.irb;sc, V. There primiry mission was to support the 23rd

ATV Division, The last week of March 1971 three units from the 1st

T Jivision Adirmoblle were assigned to the 10th Combat iviation

8




Bettalion, They Werda,l,:.0,. e Compinied .of the 22781 Aviition Battulien,
C Company was sent to Finh Hoa to £ill the role the LOth AEC left be-
hind, 3 2nd D company were bLoth svitioned at Dong So Thin, On 17 July
1971 B/2274h was recssicned to the 248th Combit Aviition Battalion and
moved to Tuy Hoa, RVN, During the month of August, the 243rd Assault
Support Helicopter Company, & August, and D/207%h Aérial Weapons Com—
Py, 79 lugust were inactiveted, December brought the final changes
to the 10th Combat ‘vistio: Dattelion, On 1 Pecember the 183rd Recon-
neissence Airplane Compony was inactivated, also on 1 December the
9<nd Gissault Helicopter Compuny began its deactivetion and completed
on 31 December 1971, Also in Decomber the 19°nd isscult Heliconter
Company began its decctivation procecures, With the close of 1971
the 10th Combet iviction Battalion consisted of the following units:
Headcuirters ond Headuyn rbers Company it Dong Da Thin, %0th isssult
Helicopter Company at Minh Hoa, 197nd .issault relicopter Comdany at
Dong Da Thin, and A/7/17 Mir Cavalry Troop et Phun Rang.  With tho
cominz of the new yeur 197 the 10th Combot Aviation Battalion will
end its long and glorious rocord as one of the finest iviation DBrte
talions in the Republic of Vietnam, Shortly after 1 January 1972
the S0th JHC and A4/7/17 405 will bo reassigned to other wnits and

e 19Znd JHC will comrlete its inactivation, Ly the end of Januory
He:douarters and Headquorters Comnany i0th Combat avintion Dottalion
will also comslete éodcﬁloyment froceedings, The ML many membors .
of the 10%h Combut Awi.tion Dattulion through the veurs heve been

proud of their wiit und the role it hes pluyed in the conflict in

South Vietnom,




Area of Operations

The f'esignated area of operations for the 10th Aviation Battalion
{Combat) 1s the seveh southern provinces of the II Corp Tacticsl Zone.
The following 1ist is of those seven provinces in southern II Corp:

Binh Thuan, L~m Dong, Ninh Thuan,.  Tuyen Duc, (uang Due, Xhanh Hoa, and
Darlac. These provinces have 2 common border of alrost 100 miles with
Cembodia on the west, ~nd fﬁeﬁ enjoy an eastern border of over 280 miles
with the warn South China See.

The geograrhic regions of this area may be generally éivided into
the coastel plain, the mountrin region, and the platenu region. The
Vietnamese pencoast has an imprecssive length in proportion to the
narrovness of the country.  And it is the sea to which mony of the
nenple of Vietnam turn os their main food md economic scurce. The
rlentiful abundance of seafoods is sustained by the numercus fishing
hemlets located all zlong the senshore. Salt is obltained from the
occan in several large multicolored cvaporation farms senttered oloqg
the coast. The coastrl plein occupics that narrow zone between thc;
sountains and is itself vnried in -gecmorphelogy, In some areas rich:
silien deposits gominate this gonc, wher¢ns in avens vhere rivers fl?w
into the sea, wide alluvinal depesits are prewalent. The rich silt
deposits of these streans and rivers are mainly devoted to rieco ngri?ulture
with as nany as four crops per year being grown in some arens. Natuﬁa
harbors are abundant along the coast ~nd C-m R-nh is snid to be onel
of the finest natural harbors in Asin. The pripary constal citles in
this rcgion are Minh Hea, Fha Trang, Phan Reng, and FPhon Thiet. It is
Phen Thiet thet is reputed to be the muog mam center of Vietnar, This sauce

i3 produced from snlt-water fish and is uscd by the Vietnanese e senson

thelr food.
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The ncuntein rogien extends goneraliy clong a north-south line
and ranges up to over 6800 feet in clevation near Dalat. DLalat is
the largest city in the mountain rcgion and is surrounded by pine covered
ﬁills overlooking lakes some 4000 fect above sea level, This city was
founded in 1893 by the famous French docter Yersin, who recognized
the site's health-giving qgalities. The surrounding srea is a famcus
hunting arca for tiger, panther, lecpari, ¢lephant, stog, bear, pescock,
phecsant, and jungle fowl. The city itself is very picturesque and
shows the French influence in its building ¢esigns. E ch chalet-style
ville, with its carefully tended lawns and gardens of cannas, gladioli,
hibiscus, roses, mimosz, bougrinvillaea, and others, stonds in a park
of its own. OCultivetion in the mountian region is linited to small
cleared areas thet are scmetimes on stesp slopes. These are tended
one or two years with no regard for conservation sractices and then
; abandoned. The balance of this region is covered with ~ense mltistory
rain forests,

West of the mountains is the¢ plateau region, and this zone
: comprises a good portion of Darlac province. The terrain is gently
rolling hills and vhore not under cultivation is covered by a thick
.growth of grass that may roech eight to ten fest in height. Ban Me Thout
is the principal city of the plateau region and is the hub of .all
5=major land and air routes in this westsrn region, This city is also
ithe traditicnal capitol of the Montagnard tribes located in the
platean and surrounding mountain region. There are numerous tribes

and tribal groups in this area, but the largest is tho Rxdle whose

influence extends from Kentur toc Ban Me Thout.




Veather throughout the area can be divided into tha sumer
nonsovn, June through September, ond the wintor monsoon, November
through /pril, with the months of May and October as periods of
transition. ' During the summer the winds arc southwesterly bringing
rain to the plateaus and nmountalnous areas. The winter monsoon
brings a northeasterly £low;w§th'rains rreconinately to the east of the
nountains. The twa ccastal provinces of Linh Thuzn end Ninh Thuan are
generally wmaffected by cither seascn.

While these seven provinces are the general area of operations,
the 10th AB(C) has on mmy occasions flown further north to Pleiku,
Kentum, Phu Bon, Py ¥Yen, and Binh Dinh provinces to support operations

in these arsos.
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HISTORY

On 23 lugust 1965, tho I'~rdcwrxrcmnd Hezdguarters Company, 10th
Ivintion Battalion was activated at Fort Benning, Georgia. On 15 October
1965, a small advancc varty for the battalion arrived at R n Son Naut
fir Basc to determdne the dcstlnatlon and assigmment of the unit. The
advance party was brlcfcd at Hendquarters, USIRV and was notified thot
the 10th Aviation Battalion was assigned to the 12th Aviation Group. The
location sclectod for stationing the new unit was Dbng Bz Thin, a small
strip of land cn the westcrn shere of Can Ranh Bay. Vhen the advanco
party arrived on 17 October, they found the moinland side of the bay had
boon imzroved only to the extent that a small dirt airstrip and & Spocial.
Foreccs Detachment, B-51, wore pracariously perched on the eonly dry ground
in the vieinity. Basipally, the Dong Bz Thin area uis a svamp with dense
" jungle vegetation, immdated by the henvy rains of tho monsoon scason.
The advancc_party seleeted the initizal site ond storted a clcaring
opcration to further improve the arca.

At 1000 hours on 28 October 1965, tiie MSTS McGraw docket at Can Ranh
Bay end by 1500 hours the main body of the 10th Lvietion B_tthlion had
arrived ot Dong Ba Thin., The total movoment time had boen 18 days. The
new arrivals were greeted by Major Constance of tho 117th Aviction Company
Major Wiggins, of the 129th Avibtion.Ccnpcny. The 117th and 129th were
the first two compenics to becone members .of tho Battalion., The third unit
to join the 10th Battalion wos the 48th iviation Company, which arrived
at Phon Reng, spproximately 25 miles south of Dong Ba Thin, onm 26 Névcmber

1965.
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On 25 Decembrr 1965, the 145th Airlift Platoen w:is assigned to the

10th Bottalion with home stotion at Nhe Trang, RVN. This platoon was

ossigned the mission to provide hoiiccpter suppcrt‘and transportntion for
the Beadquarters, 1 Ficld Forecs, Vietnom. :

As thc-jear drey te a closc the 10th ﬁviaticn-Battalion was composcd
of the 48th Aviation Compeny, the 117th fviation Conpeny, the 129th
lLvigtion Compony ond thelr supporting detuchmonts,iiho 1,5th Lirlift
Plotoon, znd Headquarters and Headquarters Conpany;

The 10th foviation Battalion was roleascd fronithe 12th Lvigtion
Group and assigned to the 17th Aviation Group on learch 1966. This action
reducod the @istance to the noxt highor Headquarte;s from 170 nautieal
riles to 15 nouviticcl nilos (Nha Trang versus Saigon), which materially
inproved the responsiveness of command and adminis#rative actions.

On 10 March 1966, the 135th Lviation Cempany (FWLT) was assigned
to ths 10th Bottalion under operctional control of:Hcddquarters, 1 Field
Forccs, Victnam., The 281st Aviation Company ﬁas assigned to the Battalion
on 1 July 1966 ond was under the operational control of the 5th Special
Forecz Group loested in Nha Trang. The 183rd ﬁvi;tioﬁ Conpany (Recon-
naissance Adirplanc) was stotioned at Dong Ba Thin in late June and vas
assigned to thc Battalicn on 14 July 1966. With the addition of this
unit, tho ranks of the 10th Aviatien Battalion had swollen to ¢ncompass
six aviation companics engsged in almost every asﬁcct of combat and combat
support activity in the Ii Corps Tacticul Zone.

As the calender year 1966 came to a clese, the 10th Combet Aviation
Battalion was composed of the follcwing units and their supporting
dotachnents: Hecdquarters end Headquartsrs Compony; 48th Assault Helicopter
Canpany; 28lst Assault Helicopter Company, 129th Assault Helicopter Company;
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117th Ascoult Holicopter Company and the 180th fsgewlt Support
_ Belicopter Compony.

During 1967, a year of offervescence, the Vagabends underwent a
éomplcte transformation in orgonization. The 48th was lost to the 268th
Combat Aviation Battalion cffective 1 Scpterber 1967. The 6lst Lssault
Helicopter Company arrived in Qui Nhon on 15 Hovember 1967 and was welconed
and briefed by the Voagebonds at their new home at fn Son. The 6lst was
declared operational on 20 Decetiber 1967 ond wus given the nission of
General Support of II Cerps. The 92nd Asscult Helicopter Company arrived
at Com Ranh Bay on 23 Hoveriber 1967 and wns welcone and briefed that
some day at Dong Ba Thin., Tio Conmpany was declared operationnl on 12
Decerber and two days later provided aﬁiation support to the'lst Brigade,
101st Airborne Divisiocn., On 1 Septerber 1967 the 129th was released

jfron the 10th Buttalion and recssigned to the 268th Combat Lviavion Dattalion.
? The 10th Battalion was aasigned a sccond Chincok company on 9 Nuvenber
{1967. This was the 243rd Assault Support Heliccpter Corpony which made
;it's homé in Dong Bz Thin., The 180th Assault Support Helicopter Company
was with the 10th Battalion until 15 November 1967, at which time they

; were also reassigned to the 268tk Combat Aviation Battalion. The 196th

| Assault Support Helicopter Compeny was assigned to the 10th Battalion te
replace the 180th on 15 November and continued to operate from it's home
base at lane Army Heliport, An Son, EVN.

The year 1968 brought new additions to the Battalion and a few dele-
tiong. The 117th was reassigned to the 12th Combat fviation Group
effectivé 1 Jamuary 1668. On 15 January 1968, fhe 192nd Assault Helicopter

Company was assigned to the 10th Battalion and was promptly pleced in
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AMARDS
On 2% July 1967, LW US/LV General Order 3837, the 10th Combat
gviation Bottalion was awarded the Meritorious Unit Cormendation for
exceptionzl 1y meritorius achievement in the performance of outstanding
service during the period from December 1965 to September 1966, The
Battalion was cited for being the only aviation battalion in Vietnan

having a completely mobile field headquarters cnd forwerd operating base;

for its capability to displace to any locztion in the conmbot zone and
undertoke combat operations within twenty-four hours after feceipt of an
aiert order; for its mastery of night and clondestine dperations; and
for attaining the highest nontly level of aireraft availability ever
achicved in Vietnan,
On 15 August 1967, the 10th Combet Aviation Battalion received the .
" Valerous Unit fword IsW USLRV Gehpr:l Order 4160. The Battalion was re-

cognized for distinguishing itself by cxtraordinary heroism while enguged

in military operutions during the period 1 January to 24 March 1966 in
Operations Jefferson, Van Buren and Horrison in the Tuy Hoa Valley. Fly-
ing ineredibly long hours, the men of the 10th Combat Aviation Bettalion
enszbled Frce World Forces to sevérely weclen ¢ long esteblished Viet
;Cong rule and to protect the local inhcbitant!s rice harvest. By making
llarge friendly ground forces highly airmebile within their operational
 zona, the battalion was instrumental in preventing the Viet Cong from
‘'securing the rice harvest for their own use.

 On 31 Decembor 1967 LAW USIRV General Order 6715, the 10th Combat
iviation Battalion was awarded the Meritorious Unit Cormendation {(First

Oak Leaf Cluster) for exceptionally meritorious achievement in the pur-

formance of outstanding sorvice during the period 5'September 1566 to

x
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31 March 1967, The Battalion was cited for deploying its field headquarters

and ovicticn comaiivs Dwrthor, fasior, and were frequently thon onmy

" other Combat Avistion Battolion in Vietnam; for ccordinating, planning

and agcomplishing nissicng which involved the extracticn and reinsertion
of a battalion sized unit with supporting artillery in the amuzingly
bricf pericd of four hours; and, for execﬁting the first battalion sized
night operation without benefit of illumination. Alsc noted were the
pnitls ochiovenents in the development, managoment end physical security
of Dong Ba Thin Post which were attained with out detracting fronm its
{actienl functions.

On 24 October 1968 ILW USARV General Order 4950, the 10th Combat
fvistion Bettalion was avarded the Valorous Unit fward (First Ock Leaf
Clustcr). The 10th Combat Avition Battzlion and its assignod units disw
tinguished themsclves by extraordinary hercism while engaged in nilitery

operations during the poricd 1 June to 20 June 1966 near Dok To. Charged

‘with providing the 1lst Brigade, 101lst Airborne Division and Army of the

ﬁepdbiic of Victnan elements with direct aviation suppert during
bperation;ﬁawthorne, the nen of the 10th Combat Aviation Battalion not
only nccompiished their migsion in an cutstanding nmanner but elso
personally dealt the cnemy erippling defoats as a resuvlt of their surperb
airmebility, combat nssaﬁlt rreficiency and devastating Direpower,

Throughout the operation, the mitls persomnel flew mere than two thousand

" hours in perforning over eight thousand sortics while éirlifting in

" excesz of eleven thousand troops and one nillion nouids of cargo. They

conducted twenty-five combat asscults of platoon size end lorger, and




their maticulous attention to detail and tcchnicalrexpertise ensured
that their were no aireruf't aceidents despite the difficultios of
hazardous terrzin and seﬁere wea ther, Through their exemplary courhge,
professional competence and relontless dctcrmlnation, they contributed
iemeasurably to the overwhelning defeat of the enemy during Operation
Hawthorne. The men of the 10th Combat Aviatien Ba?talion displayed-
extraordinory heroisn and devotion to duty which a#c in keoping with the
highest troditions of the militory service and reflect distinet credit

upen thomselves and the Armed Forces of the United States,
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UNIT COMMANDERS

HELDQUZRIERS, HELDQUARTERS COMPANY

l‘ CAPTAIN ROBERT E. FITCHEIT 1 Jonusry 1969 - 19 January 1969
C.iPT..IN CH/RLES H. FJ’ERC}I;ID 19 Jmuary 1969 - 9 June 1969
C.PI.IK [LYMOND S. JNGELI ' 9 June 1969 ~ 7 fugust 1969
CAPTAIN KARL W.- MARROTT 7 lLugust 1969 - 31 Decenber 1969

48TH LVILTION COMPANY (4SSAULT HELICOPTER)

MLJOR VICTOR E. MICOL, JR. 1 Jenuary 1969 - 1 June 1969
WAJOR RAY H, EVAHS 1 June 1969 -~ 2 Decenber 1969
MAJOR ERNEST R, BOWLING 2 Decenber 1969 - 18 December 1569

CiPTLIN MSANUEL J. SILVL "18 Decenber 1969 - 31 Decerber 1969

92WD LVIATION COMPANY . (ASSAULT HELICOPTER)

MAJOR CLAUDE T. IVEY 1 Jamary 1969 - 12 March 1969
MaJOR ROBENT B. JAMES 12 March 1969 - 5 Septoember 1969
MAJOR CHLRLZES W. QUATTLER.AIM 5 Ssptenmber 1969 - 31 Decenber 1969

155TH JVILTION COMP.HY (4SSLULT HELICCPTER)

*M3JOR BOEBY L. HOORE 1 January 1569 - 25 June 1969
H.JOR DELF M. OWEN | 25 June 1969 - 23 December 1569
MAJOR GELARD E. LUISI 23 December 1969 - 31 December 1969

19240 AVILTION COMPANY (ASSAULT HELICOPTLR)

MAJCR PAUL G. STRINGER 1 January 19€9 - 26 February 1969
MAJOR ROY P. ELLIOTT, JR 26 February 1969 - 1 July 1969
MAJOR ROBERT H. KELLEY 1 July 1969 - 31 Decenber 1969

1
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. .~.The "Stagecoach" patch of the 155th Aviation Company (4sssult
ﬁelicopter) has the following symbolism: The cresstow represents the
Montagnard population in the local ars~ of operztions, the JRVN Flag
represents support given to the 23rd JIVH Divisicn, the helicopter is
indicotive of the type of support provided, the fmericin flag reprosents.

the heritcopge. of the mebbers of the 155th, end the 13 stars on the flag

represent the support of o new country, just as.the United States was o

new country. The eall sign "Stagcecoch" reprasents the carrying of
trocps and- cargo ovér rough torrain as done by the sizgscoaches of the
old west,

. The 155th fAviation Conpany (iH) was essigned to the 10th Bottalien
(Combat) cn 1 June 1968 by General Order #38, 17th Aviation Group
(Cerbat).

During 1669, the 155th supperted the 23rd LRVN Divisicn, Detcchment
B~-23 and .50 Special Forces, Dorlze, Quoang Due, and Tuyen Due provinces,
~and IFFV JMrtillery. In the yeors activities, the 155th conmpiled the

 fellowing gtatistics:

Hours flcwn 27,256
Troops 1lifted 51,540
Sortics 130,615
Gergo havled (tons) 1,395

13.
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92nd iC (iH)

The 92rd [viatisn Cempany (CH) wes constituted 6 Zugust, 1964, in
the Regular Army and activated at Fort Benning, Georgia. It was in-
activated 1 Jmuary, 1967, in Vietnam. Then on § February, 1967, the
O2n:d Lviation Company was cetivated at Fort Carscn, Celerado, Tho
advance party arrived at Dong Dz Thin on 15 Nevember, 1967, and the nzin
body arrived ot Cam Ranh Day con 23 Nlovember, 1967, aboard the USNS
General John Pope. The 92nd cireraft werc processed ot Vung Tau and
ferried 40 Dong En Thin during the first week in Decexber, 19687, The
company was declared operational en 12 Decarber, 1967 and two cays later
Tlew its firet mission in Vietnan in support of the 1st Brigede, 101st
idrvorne Division.

During 1969, the 92nd fviation Company supportcd nmmerous and varied

; units throughout II Corps; 18th Engincer Briguds, B-51 Special Forees,

o Ranh Day Suppert Cormand, 5/22, 5/27, ma &/32 drtillery, T-sk Force

South elements, 116th Enginecr Dattalion, 53rd ARVN Reginent, 500th

-Transportation Group, 70th Engineer Dottolion, and others, While flying

for thesc units, the following st.itisties were compdled:

Eours flown- 27,873
Troeps lifted 76,935
Scrties 118,147
Cargo hauled (tens) 2,788
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TRADITICITAL CALL SICMS

Liftshipe- ~Stanreconch
Gunshing Faleron
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Dufing 1969, the 10th iviation Dettalien (Combat) eontinued
to support the ground forces of the soven southern provinces of
the IT Cury Taeticsl Zone., The fcllowing is of necessity o condenged
presentetion of the ngjor operztivns and activities during the year.
The rooder should realize that nany other missions were flown tr our
alreraft, but thesc missions, while tedng o recessary conponant of tie
overall gchume of events, do not Ly thomsclves constitute o sifnificant
activity.

Begimning the new year with an eirmobilc cperation, the Dlue Stars

.su »orted the 28th .Luubllc of Korca (ZCK) Resiment of the White Horse

ROK Infoniry Divisien by airlifting 555 troops, supplise and equipsent,

This opersticon netted 38 enemy KIA, 1 POW, and 12 captured weapons.
Fron the 5~12 of Jenuory, the larzest opoereticn of the renth tock rlnce.
742 t?OOps from the 1st Dattalion, 30th Rogiment werc inscrted by the
DBlue Stors into the mountains northwest ¢f Phan Rang. This actien
resulted in 30 encoy KIL and 9 captured weapens. From 16-26 of January
alements of tho 29th Regiment wers placed inte the mountains norihwest
of Ninh Hoa by the Dlue Stars. The 474 troops inserted brousht cut 66KIA,
42 weopens, threc (3) machineguns, mines, and a radic. |

The now year started off with & bans ot Cenp Corysll, home of the
155th iviation Compeny (Assault Helicopter)., In kecping with the cxgected
Pre-Tet offensive, C.amp Corycll eome wnder its first hostile attack of
the yeor on 2 Jenuary 1569, when ten (19) rounds of 82nn mortar fire P

£213 on or near the compound. Loss than five (5) hours later, the base
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was under attack again wvith four (4) rounds of D-40 rcckets striking

the compound., Doth atincks resulied in negnidve casdaltiés or domapre

to equimment or structurcs. Twice more during the menth the 155th came
under attack, On 6 Jamuary, fourtein (14) 82nm mortar rounds struck *he
cempound, this time with devustative rosults, Six (6) UH-1H!'s wero drmaged
&8 well as one wvehicle., The attack of B-Jhnﬁary was intensificd ond

20 rounds stiuck the compound. Three (3) structures wure da ~oed and two
(2) mon were weunded, one of whom dicd as a result of his wounds.

In Jenuory, the 192nd Aviation Company (Lssault Jallcuﬁter) con~
tiHUL1 to work through A0 MeClain, It wes 2 fast and furious start vhen
on the 8th, the 3/506 moved into FSD Zowert., With aszsaults throughcut
the 20, ¢vorything went rather well, During the month, many night
nissions were required. Onoe such nission was completed on the 29th. fn
enary force of ong battrlion tried to cver run a compound and villare at
Tuy Theng, 192nd gunships cxpended on varicus ency positicens from 0330

to 073C hwurs. The saving of the village is credited larpoely to the

Tiger Shurké for their close alr support througheut the night.

Sterting 1 Januery and ending 28 Jonuary, the 2ilzt Aviaticn Compeny
(Assault Helicopter) had as their moin mission the sup;ort of MACV
'Rccﬂﬁdo School., DBoszically those nmisczicns involved the insertion of LRRP

Teans and the provision of neccessary logistical support. Four (4) air
roft from the 281lst werc commitied to the 268th Lviaticn Dattalicn at
Phu Hiep te aid in operaticns in that area,

The 243rd Avication Comnany (4ssault Sugport Helicepter) gave gonercl
suppert to mony units throughout the year. The Freight Traing were

all ever gouthern II Corps hauling cverything from frosh vegetcbles and
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food to crtillery rounds ond vehicwlar POL.  Whele villages to include
nen, womon, aud children and &ll their pigs, rice, and kouschold goods
were displaced to a more liveble envirconmnent, — The individual units of
Task Force South supported throughout tho year included the 3/503rd
Infantry 173rd idrberne Drigade in the DalFt/Dao loe arca, the 3/506th
Infentry, 101st Air Covalry Division in the Phon Thiet orem, and the
23rd ARVN Divisicn. Tho White Horse ROK Infentry Division received air-
ereft inrthc zrea surrounding Crm Renh and Kinh Hoa, Occasional support
was given to the ROK wnits in the neiphborhood of Fhu Kisp.
February found the Dlue Stars continuing their supyort to the ROK's,
i With the 2id of the 4Gth, the 28th Roginment lounched airmobile operation
; YR MA #7. Tho 605 troops airlified into the Tuy Hoa velley canc out
i with 30 enemy KIi, 4 POW's and 10 wespens. The 30th RCK Regimint got
into fho act frenm 6-15 February. Their etrmibile oneration, uwsing 525
’troops, ves quite successful with 50 cnsoy KIW, seven (7) eepturcd
fachinesuns end mumoerous rounds of amnunition.
During fbbruafy as wcll as other menths througheut thz year, the

62 nl Aviation Company (Assault Heliecopter) provided varied aviatien support
to clmest cveryene and went just about cverywhore, This multiplicity of
éupgcrtcd claments included 3/503rd Infantry, 2nd iS0F Ranger Croup,
3/506th Infantry in Fhon Thict, 3Cth ICK Regiment at Dong Da Thin ond
‘Sepior [dvisors of Tuyon Duc (Delat) ord Lan Dung (Due log) previnces,
Llso supported werc DSA II Corps, 18th Engincer Brigede, 116th Engincor
Pattalicn, D51 und D-55 Special Forces, Can Ranh Boy Support Command, 71st

and 27th Artillery, 4th Infentry Division, and 191st Ordincnce Dattalion.
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During the month of Fsbruary, the 155th provided most or tae

A
aviation supnort fer the Special'ﬁorccs, Miko Force operation conducted

P e - f* - -, . ]
. . o N ™ ' L.

operctions wore narked by heavy cnemy contrets and frequent utilization
of ramships to support theo field units, Camp Coryell wrs rolatively
- Dooolar . wl s wesrehe Turdng tho polte, 4 2Dosell iy

the only attack of the month ecrmenced and terminated aftur 20-30 rounds
of 82mnm mortar misscd the comsund completely and hence rasvlted in
nugntive damope.

| Cperations in February around tho Phan Thiet rogion got off to a
slow stirt for the 192pd.  Heuvever on 12 February, Cubicst Soro come uder
sicge by an estimated two (2) compenies of VO/WVA. The Tigersharks were

gerambled ond due to thelr effcetive fire sugport, they were credited

with helping turn back the agressive oncny attock. During the ear

I

norning hours of the 22nd, L2 Detty came urder an intensive mortar attuck,
followed by an agpressiveground attack., The attack centinued throughout
tho night md finally subsided st dawn, The 192nd suffered five (5) WIii
"as & result of the enccunter,

Fetruary brought the completion of a mevie arca for chdduarteré
and Hendquarters Compary in Dong Da Thin., 4 lorpc Cinemﬁsco;o SCreen wos
vut inte operation for betier vicwing of the wider moticn pictures. A
Korean tailor shop has also besn ouened in the comzeny area to provide
the personnel with nocded military iloms such az decorsticns, fatigue
caps, rank ingigmiz, and tailoring.

The Dlue Stor arex ot Hinh Hoo wss nomed "orthington Compound,™

in honor of WO Laurcnce F. Worthington who wes killed in hostile action
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on 11 Jenuery, 1969. In March, the N0K's continued their airmobile
operationg with the 28th Regiment conducting one in fﬁenfu& Hoa Valley,

The rosults wero 28 KIA's and four (4) captured machineguns. During

the period 5-26 March, the 48th and the 29th ROK Regimemt conducted two
battalionesized opercations using the 1st and 3rd Eattclions. This ccubined
effort natted 77 KLi's, 20 weapons and cne (1) radio. The 3Cth Reginent
conductcd a regiment.-sized cperction during‘Mhrch that terminated in the
piddle of lpril, In this larpe orerxbicn, the Ath, o2nd, and 243rd
contributed much to "its support, - -

Conp Coryell, home of the 155th, has become well known for the
frequent rocket and mortor attacks that "Charlie® bonbards it with,
During the month of Merch, thu compound wos hit with six rocked d mertar
attrcks, 4 totel of nine airersft were damaved ond four ecasualtics ré-
sultci, The l-st attack of the nenth occured on 25 March and brought
the preuature fireed terminstion of a delightfwd conpany party. In this
attack four (4) man wéra wounded by fragnents fron six 122mm rockets that
hit the conp;und. These attacks dic little to hampor the 155th in their
suppert of IF Woed, In this operation 13 Combat Assaults were launched
for the 5tk Special Ferces, five (5) for the 45th Infentry Regiment,
and four (4) for Derlac Sceter. Tie general 40 for TF Wood wis ia tho .
Pu Pirang arca.

In ¥March, the 192nd cortinued to suuport elaments throughout the
Phary Thiav regdon. The pace w s £ast =nd fericus. On the 8th of ¥arch,
2 350 troop fores from the 251st, 252nd, and 2537 Mika Strilke Force was
inssried into tho 40 Horthwest of FSO sewert, With the ~sclstince of a

243rd hook, the cntire operation wes completed in leus then four (4) hours,
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On the 15th, Comir:t Ags mlbts wsre run in the vicinity of éong Mao, On
the 20th of March, LZ Betty received 1, ounds of &2mm mortar fire with
negative casualiies or daﬁage;to equirment,

The 243rd initlated o polley of keeping three (3) Freight Trains
| RON at Ean Me Thuot to be utilized by the 5th Special Forces and MacV
in case of an emergency., This practice continued into April with the
Aireraft remeining at BMT until having accumulated 25 hours of blade
tine, at which time they were replaced with fresh erews and el reraft,
Wnile in BMT, the crews stayed with the 155th Aviation Company (AH) and
received maintenance assistance from them. ;

During the month of April, the Blue Stars supported three major

operations for the Korean Rsgiments, From 15-2/ Aéril, the 28th RCK
Regiment made sn zirmobile assault in the mountsins northwest of Tuy Hoa,
There were 1170 troops on the initial assault and the results wers 128
KI4, 30 machinoguns, and over 2000 rounds of ammo captured. Ta period
of 9-24 April found the 29th RCK Regiment conducting their operations in
the mountains southwest of Duc My. This opsration resulted in &8 KIAts
and 26 small caliber weapons. From 26 March to 4 4pril, the 30th ROK
Regiment with a force of 842 men made an simobile assault into the VC
infested ﬁountains northucst of Phan Rang Air Force Base, This operat lon
cost the VG 152 KIA's two (2) FOW's, 59 small caliber weapons and thrae
(3} machineguns, For recreational purposes, the 48th becrme the first
unit in the 10th Battalion to h:ive an indoor movie theater. The recently
completed building fectures a seating cameity of 300 people, a stoge,

and & projection room,
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Comp Coryell camc uvnder attack twice duriﬁg the month of April., The
first attack on the &th dameged ten nelicopters and tuo'(ésﬁféﬁicles.

On the 25th, the enemy fired ten rounds of 82mm mortars into‘the arza
ond inflicted light damage to five eonpany aircr.ft and one transient
alreraft., During the sccond half of April, the 155th provided airerift
for 22 Combat Assaults for B-23, (SF-), 45 Regiment, 23rd ARVN Division,
and verlac Sector., The 155th also kegan suppoerting B-50 Special Forces
in their operations this month,

On & 4pril, tho Polcects :nd Tigersharks of the léénd inserted
elements of the 3/506th Infantry into Ls Huong Phowng Forest, Their
primary mission was to locste a suspected encmy base cemp, On the 12th,
elements of the 3/506th Infmtry were inserted into four (4) LZ'g
sirultaneously. The infentry surrounded and conducted a secrch of a
village suspcted of being a VC haven. On the evening of the 18th L7
Betty received an estimnted 22 rounds of 82mm mortar firs. All rounds
landed outside the perimeter and produced negative daroge or casualties,

During the romth of April the 281st fviation Company (4H) supported
"Project Delta™ on operation Cass Park at a forward operational base
in I Corps. Opcrating from the FOB were the second flight platoon and
the armed platoon. Approximately 125 men were sent forwnrd to ths FOB.

Flanders, home of the 92nd Aviation Company (AH), and other Dong Ba
Thin instcllntions come under attack on 12 May. 47 confirmed round;
were received endresulted in five (5) vehicles, four (4) billets, an&
two (2) supply rooms receiving light demage, Additionally, two (2)
persons recelved pincr QOunds from shrapnel.

May bought about the end of support of T.sk Foreo Wood with 155th

Stagecoach slicks and Falcon gunships removing the last of TFW'!s troops
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from the Bu Prang rore:s onflS May. A totsl of 18 combat asssults were
conducted throughout May in sugport of IF Wocd, 2 MSF, B-23 (5th SFG)
and 45th Regiment (23rd ARVN Division). C:mp Coryell came under attack
a total of four times during the month of May., On the 16th, three of
these attacks wero lounched resulting in light damage to four (4) aireraft
and modornts damage to one (1) aireraft. One (l)”EM.ﬁas_seriously
wounded and wz3 medevoced io Tuy Hoz. On the 22nd;of Hay, 56 rounds
of 82mm and &0rm mortars, 75mm recoilcss'rifle, and{é;Ad fockets were
rocieveds Four (4) aireraft wore damsgnd, the PAGE section had five (5)
buildings and nine (9) trucks destroyed, and one guard was slightly
wounded. On 23 May, three (3) airerzft supporting B-50 (SF) were hit
by ground fire causing onc to be a total loss along with two (2) crew-
uembers and t.o (2) passengors.

On 12 Moy, LZ Betty at Phan Thiet roceived an estimated 12 rounds
'.of g2m: nortar fire. There wore negative friendly casualties and
only minor damage to the active runwoy. Twoe doys later on the 14th,
1LZ Betty was-ag:in under attcock ond received en estimated 20 rounds of
I82mm rortor fire resulting in negative drn-ge to the instclletion and
‘no friendly casualties. The next day, the 15th, ten rounds of é0mm
portar md annll arms fire was received, Spooky was on station_an@ was
" enployed, On thot same day Polecat # 250 crashed into a river in the
' vicinity of Phan Rong airfield resulting in the denth of the Aircr ft
Commander, The other erew mambera wore able to swinm to shore. On the
_16th and ag-in the 17th IZ Betty camc under enemy fire. Spooky ond
the Tigersharks made the area too hot for "Charlis! to continue the

attack,
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During the month of My, the 28)st Aviation Company (LH) continued
its support of "Projsct Dolta® in overstion Cass Park., The forvard |
operational base was noved fron Hue/Fhu Biz to An Hoa at the lst of the
month and operation C..sz park was initiated, During the relocntion of
the ¥0B, the 2nd flight platoon was rotatad with the 1st flight platoon,
To fulfill the gun comitment in the Nha Teang area, two (2) Tigersharks
. from the 192nd were placed under the operational control of the 28lst,

In Moy, the 28lst iviation Communy (Lssault Helicopter) was awsrded
the Mavy Unit Commendation Medal for zetion with Project Delta in support
of a conbined arms operations in the I Corps area. Admiral Flanagon, |
Depnty Commmder of Noval Férces in RVN, presented the aw'rd to Major
Lynn, Commanding Officer of the 281st. Brigndier General Burdett,
Cormanding General of the lst Aviation Brigade; Colenel Mahore, Commanding
Officer of the 17th Aviation Group (Combat); Colonel Anron, Cormunnding
" Officor of the 5th Special Forces Group (ABN); and Captein Henderson,
Commending Officer of the Cam Ranh Naval ddr Faeility, witnessed the
presentation,

On 26 My, 1969, the 10th Brttalion was redesignated 10th Aviation
Battalion (Combnt). A1l units within the battalion received similar
redesignations thot went into effect at the some tine.

The 155th iviation Company (iH) during its 2400 flying hours for
the month of June, supported units in z total of 16 airmobile operstions.
The lorgest of these airmoﬁile operations was an insertion of cver 900
troops south of B:n Me Thout on the 21st, The 155th also provided
two (2) stagecoach slicks and two (2) Faleen tunships in support of dail&

intelligence gathering "Sniffer! operztions. These were instrumental in
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obtaining intelligence and information concerning the enemy movenents
and build-ups in the surrounding areas. . During a night support mis-ien,
a command ond control aireraft with seversl Passengers on board ran into
I¥R conditicns on approach to Iae Thienlairstrip. The aireraft erashed
Ante the lake ang overturned. No cne wos injured, although the aireraft
was conpletely destroyed, In a doring recue, the 155th commander
hevered near the wrecked aireraft and allowed the wet swrvivors to board
the resuce aireraft,

6 June found 12 Botty receiving 6-8 rounds of 107mm rocket fire.
Onc round scored o direct hit on a billet, killing three (3) and wounding
(3) nore, ' -

During the nonth of June, the 28lst Avist fon Company {Assault)
continued its suppcr of "Project Delta" on operation Cesg Park, On 2
June éhree (3) Intruders and two (2) Wolf Pack gunships were comitted
' to the 129th ivistion Company (Assault Helicopter) at fn Son. Two (2)
.UH-lC gunshins from the 192nd Aviation Company (4H) remaincd with the
 281st wntil 13 June when they ware relcased and returnad to Phan Thict,

In June Task Force South zdded the 2/1st Armored Cuvalry to the
units in the Phan Thiet area. & vigorous program to inerease the recad
security botween Phon Thiet and Tuy Phong required the Particiration of
most of the flycble Froight Train aireraft,

July found the Blue Stars from the 48th porticipating in the
planning and executicn of a combat operaticn for the 30th Regiment,
9th RCK Division. This eperation inrelvud the lifting of 891 troops
and thelr combot equirnent. Completid on the 17th of lfugust the rusults

showed 109 enenmy killed and 49 weapons captured,

35




Starting the soeond half of the yeor off with e bang, the Side-
kick gunships Trom the 92nd recordod 38 confirmed kills, 13 suspected
kills, and a half dozoﬂ structurcs dostroyed, The 92nd malntenance
platoon hes renlly be.n working since Jonwwry. direraft :vailﬁbility
never dropped bolow 76% for the slicks and fell below 70% only once
for the gunships.

in cnely buildup quite sinilar to that which occured just before
the battle of Duec lap in 1968 was evidenced by intelligence rerorts
reesived from the Due Lap - Bu Prang o~rea, To increcse information con-
cerriﬁg cneny activites in the afeas cround Bu Prang ard Duc Lap, the
.i55th conducted numercous sniffer missions in thogg“fréas in supnort of
the 23rd ARVN Divisicn and B-23 (Special Forces). Much wvaluable intelli-
gonce was gathoered and rany significant sightings were rade. July
narkcd the return of the 155th's support to B.50 operations. ilso o
cornitnent to the 2nd,'3rd, and 5th MSF (Mike Strike Force) was added
at this time, With the zdded eneny buildup, the ¢2nd omd the 28lst
found themselves pressnt nore and more often at Ban Me Thout to land a
helping hand in providing adequate support to the ground units at Bon
Me Thuot,

On 2 July, operstion Cass Park II (Project Delta) was cemploted.
211 the sireraft and eguipment of the 28ist Aviction Company (4H) re-

i turned to Nha Trang by tike 8th of July., The stay at houe was short

j lived through, for on 28 July, o commitment of eight (3) UH-1H's and _
% five (5) UH-1C's was initiated for Project Delta (3452); The place for
‘ tha Foruard Oporationnl Base (FOB) wcs again in I Corps. This time the

281st hod the ground suppert of tho Marincs for' lscnl security.
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On 12 July 1969, the 281st Lviation Corpany (Assawlt Halicopter)
was prescnted thy Vivtnonese Cross of Gnllantry with Palm by Major
General Quang of the WMSF. The =2ward was given for rerformance with
rrojaet Delta fron June of 1966 to Moy 1969. Attonding the ceremorny
was Colesel Mohone, Comnonding Officer of the 17th CAGj; Colcnel
Rhezult, Commanding Officer of the 5th SFG (/BN); ~nd LTC Stanley,
Commznding Officer of the 10th Avistion Battalion (Combat).

In dugust, the 30th Regiment kicked fomaﬁ'operation in the

nountsins near Phan Rang.  This was 2 two-phase operation that sow 1400

| trosps airlifted in the rugged mountains by the 48th Aviation Company.
81 encry KIA's were the rosult, On the 22nd of fuguet, the 48th

supperted the 3rd Batt~lion, 29th Regiment with a troop insertion in

the crea strrounding the S&ng Cho Valley, swoeping the cntire sren., During
the closing days of tie month, 655 troops from the 30th Reogiment were ~ir
lifted into the same aroa to advance tovard and meet their sistor

element. The 48th provided planning, commmnd and control, daily resuprly,
night nedical evaucation, and fire suﬁport.

On 9 Zugust the 92nd jvinticn Conpany (4E) establisked an im-
pressive s~f8fy record. On that dote 10,000 hours hiad been flown by the
unit without an accident. By the lost day of the menth, this had growm
inte 161 dzys and'12;086 hours without an accident.

With Lugust weither deteriorating, the 155th continued to fly a
high number of hours, There were nine =irmobile onerations conducted
during the month. 1w scis of sniffcr nigeiong werc conductod dnily
i apd aretnd Darlac ond Quang Duc Provinces for B=50 Speéinl:Fcrcés

nparations,
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Thece miscicng wire given high pricrities dué to the neced for gathering
as puch inteliiganee ae possible on encmy movements and activities.

On 8 sugust, Tigershark gunships wer:z serambled to support eloments
6f 3/506th Infantry who had engeged o zquad sized ei&ncnt. The gunchips
cxpended on a burker snd got the joy of sceing a secendary coxplosicn.

On that same doy a Rnngér Team was engoeged by a superior NVA force near
Song Mao. Gunshins provided closs support as the Polccate made 2 rope
ladder extroction while undér intence hostile fire., The Tigersharks
vere scrambled six other times during the month to support elcments of
TFS who were in conbact. '

"Project Delta" on oparction 3-69 kept part of the ;ircf:ft of the
281st busy until 28 Augnet when Phase I ended:\\OnIIB lugust, 1969,
support for Reconde Scheol was indtianted. ﬂirc;hit frem the 92nd come
up to work with tho 28lst on the first operaticn.

On fugust 6, the Hesdguarters aree at Dong Ba Thin came under
noriter attack, There were several people injured, smong them the company
cormonder for Hcadquarters Company,

On 22 fugust 1969, the 43th ingerted the 3rd Battalion, 29th
Roginent as Phase I of a two phose operntion. Phuse IT cermenced on 10
Oetoboyr with the inserticn of the 30th Rogiment 9th LUK Division rein-
forced with ene battalion. The Regiment cperated in the mountains south-
west of Hha Trang aﬂ@ the operation 1ow£‘as Deng Bo 9, was iterminuted
on 19 October, |

On 16 September, the Battclion Tactical Operztions Center was

deployed to Ban Me Thuot to augment the 155th Jjviation Company.
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September 2nd brought a close to the forward tactic:l site that

the 92nd had been opercting ot Bro Ioe. On that date, the ferword

element reounited ot Flanders with the renainder of the Conpany. Flaonders

3§:y<He1iport recleved a portar attack on 24 September that resulted in
two (2) aircraft receiving\major dancge, four (4) mincr donage, and one
(1) Flatoon building receivkhg light shrapnal damnge.

Septenber at Bén‘Me Thuot was characterized by the prezence of a
great number eof airer-ft from thrﬁughout II Corps. In addition to 92nd,
243rd, and 28lst aircraft, the 52nd dviation Batielicn in Pleilma was also .

sending down helpful aireraft, This was due to the necd for previding

increased toetieal ond logistical avistion support to units operating

in the Bu Prong - Gia Nghia - Duc lap - triangle. Sonctimes as nany aog

35 additionzl adreraft were working in the EMT arec ezch dev.

Throughout September, the 192nd's moin mission was to support

- Task Forece South, Sniffer nissicns were cenducted almost daily., The

i

- usual comitment for these missions was 2 slicks and 2 gunships. Routine
- resuprly missions were daily conducted, Tictical Euergencies were comwon

" throughout thc month and the Tigersharks wvare kept busy in response to

the calls for help.
The 281st fLviation Compeny (AH) continued to suppert "Projeet Deltal
on operations "3-69* Phase II which began on & Septanber.

In Soptember, the 243rd fowund they wers sending mere ond more of -

‘their crews across the mountsins to the Ben Me Thuot arez in support

of the 5th Spacial Forces, MiCV, ard 17th CAG. The wecther in the BMT

.orea beeame a serious hondiezp. low ceilings and heavy rain made re-

1supp1y of the fire bases around Bu Prang difficult znd at times impossible.
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Anti-pirersft ucapons beerie more ahundant ns the NVA prossed the
attack for Bu Prong, The sxrea butween Dae Loy und the Cambodian border
beeame known as the "Volcono! because of the heavy anti-aireraft fire,
Tho Bottalion Forwsrd T-cticel Oporations Center was deployed to
Gia Nghia in Cetober in conjunction with and in support of the 23rd
ARVE Division (IT) in the Quong Duc Province. On 27 October the Forward
wes displaced back to BMT to augment the 155th iviatien Cenpany (LK) .
The encmy intentions south of BET become cle~r as it beecane
cvident thnt the cnemy was on the move. Iarge sized units moved across
the Cambodia border into positions South of Duc Iap. On 25 October,
the cnemy bogan his offensive. The 5/22nd irtillery, in ireraratien
for the offensive, built six fire bases in the Duc Lap ~ Bu Prang - Gia

$1ghia Tricngle. They were fire support bases Dory, Helem, Susan, /mnie,

_Kato, ond Martha, Units of the 10th Bottalion, aided by the 52nd,

were respensible for insorting, exchanging, cﬁd supperting the troops
of those new fire bases. On 25 October, when the encmy began the
offensive, Helen come under attack by o multi-batialion aized wnit. By
the 29th of October, the pressurc had become so grent on Bolen that it

wrs oxtracted in totzl., During the cxtraction o large size enamy force

‘again attacked Helen inflicting heovy casunlties. The extraction was

cempleted on the 29th and thet aftcrnoon a regimental sized oncry clencnt

moved into Helen cnd cladized it as theirs. On the 30th, Marthz was
relocted tc Due Lap by circercft from the 10th & 52nd Battalions under
heavy mortar fire, The new baseinto which the troops moved was Mike
Snith, a new FSB in Duc Iap. Kate then beezne the major target 2f the

enemy. Encny enti-aireraft positions were active all around the fire
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base and on the 30th Kate crme under sustained enemy ground attack by et
lenst 30C ¥VA. Two Joker mmchips frem the 48th were diverted to Kate.
One Joker was shot dowm, erashed, and wes destroved with no survivers.
During that same day, three additional gunshing and one CH-47 were hit
.by enery fiTe in the vicinity of Kate,

While the major battalion commitment was in the BMT area, the 192nd
continued with its support of TFS. On 3 October, two slicks and two
gunships conducted & combat assault extractioen for nCH Company, 75th
Rangers. Other combat assaults were conducted for 2/ist Cavelry, 1/50th
Mechanized Infantry, and again for "C" Compamy, 75th Rangers,

On 2 October Phase II (Trojan Horse II) of Project Delta on eperation
"3-69" terminated and Phase III started on October 11th, Both operations
vere conducted in the vieinity of Mai Ioe and out of the secﬁrity of
Quang Tri. The MACV Recendo School begen its training on 16 October with
the Intruders as the aviation support. During the four (4) dar ficld
operation there were five (5) emergency extracticns, two of which were
accenmplished ~% night,

On the 14th of Nnvember, the base nt Dong Ba Thin came under mortar
attack. In all, seven sircreft were drmaged by the enemy, On the 25th,
the 92nd opened a forwnrd brse at BMT composed of six slicks and two
gunships, The alrcraft at this forward base flew in the Bu Prang ~nd
Due Lap area for abcut one month and returned to DBT just after Christmas.

Returning to the BMT arca on the first of Novermber, Kate wes in‘
desperate need of food nnd ~mmunition.  An emergency night resupnly
into Knte was made by five slicks and four gunships from the 155th, On
1 November, Kate begrn receiving continuious artillery fire from Camépdia;

In cddition, the enery was conducting massive ground and mortar attacks.

Al




On the aftornnon of tho Tirst, after all of Kate!s funs verce domaged qr
deslroyed by encmy artillery the FSC was deelared ne lenger camoble of
operction oand plans were initiatcd to cvae ate Kete. On the nipght

of the 1lst the troops of Kate werc succuzsfully extroeted,  Irmed-
iztely, the zirer-ft at BMT extrazted Jonie ond Susan under continuous
fire. The nain offensive now shifted to Duc Lap where Mike Smith

began recoifiné-lzzmm rockets. Iote in the morming of the 6th, friendly
mits set up a perimetor on the rim of the voleano overlocking Bon Sar
Fa, south of Duc Lap. The activity at the vole:no built up fntil air-
ernft pefforming resupply to the troops on the rim would tlwasy receive
ground fire, cither enroute te or from the voleane itself, and sometines
froz within the center of the voleazno,

During the first half of November, the Intruders from the 281st
continued to provide support to "Projeet DeltaM on operation 3-69, Fhase
* III. This operation terminated on 11 November. On the evening of 4
. Novenber, o UH-1H from the 281st was reported overdue while on a flight
- from BMT te Nha Treng and prosumed down in the vineinity of Duc My Pass,
" On thit some day, eireraft mmber 68-15057 frem the 192nd was olso ro
; ported miszing somewhere.between Ninh Hoa and Bzn Me Thuot, The cir-

" eraft had been on an administrative flight and contact wrs lost after

| it deported the 48th fvictien Compony. An aerial sereh was initisted
at first light using as mony as six aireraft per day from the 48th, 92nd,
281st, =nd 183rd Jviction cdm]nnins. This scarch lasted until 9 November
with no trace of cither airecraft or the crews., With all clements of

the 281st rejoined on 16 November, the company avittion capabilities

were directed in suppert of the Bu Prang - Duc Lap crea defense,
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The 155th waz again tasied to prcvidq major support for B.50
operd ions in Docember. The eonyany s normal cormi trent for this
operation was four (4) slicks, cxeept from 8-11 December vwhen the company
wes tasked for a total of oight (8) slicks and four (4) guns. From 15

" Dacember through the 19th, a special nission requiring two additional
slicks was also provideﬁ for 3-50 operstions,

Beginning 10 December, the 28lst supported Projcct Delia (Operation
Yellow Ribbon) and conducted eperations out Qf the FOB at Kerntwm witil
31 Deceuber, 1969,

| The latter pert of the month was devetod to less war oriented pur-

: suits with everyono looking forward to Christmas nackages fron hone and

2 few doys yolawation, |
The Vognbonds had done a tremendous job by the end of the year as

the following statistics compiled durinz 1969 will atiest,

HOURS FLOWN 141,049
SORTIES FLOWH 417,260
TROOPS CLRRIED~ 686,558
TONS OF CARGO HAULED- 52,233




