UNIT HISTORY 1 JAN 1970 31 DEC 1970

- During the past year the 10th Combat Aviation Battalion has flowm
133,702 hours and carried ovar 44,595 tons of cargo and 566,908 passengers.
The battaliom set a new USARV flight safety record of 161 days without an
airerzit a;;ideh&, and ‘has recorded en exeellent aireraft availability
rate of ove: G4%. The battalion has restructured and modernized outdated
S0P's and ka3 introduced major innovations in the safety program such as
the establichnint of a battalion level accident investigation and preven-
tion schoul. |

The ¢f. .7::5 and soldiers of the battalion have provided aviatiom
support 7 A2 regimental or larger sized eombat assaults, including the
divisgiona® a-3z2ult Operatiom Do Kae Bi 19. Tactical operation procedures
have besr revised and improved to meke combet missions less hazardous. and
more effective. Furthermore, the battalion has supported extended combat
operations of Korean and Vietnamese troops with outstanding effectiveness.

The Battalion has operated smoothly dsspite several organizatibnal
changes. Two companies have made major moves and two have inactivated.

In addition, the Battalicn has acquired two companies during the past year,
Despite these potentially disruptive changes, the Battalien has, through
thoughtful plenning and foresight, kept running cchesiwely and ak peak.
efficiency.

10th Battalion helicopters have pré;ided security for the Vietnamese
villeges in the II Corp area and have flown numerocus rescue and mercy mis-
gions. The Baﬁtalion Medcap Program is one of the finest in the Republiec
of Vietnam, . Oéér the past year, the 130th if2dical Detachment has treated
over 5,489 Vietnamese.patients. The Tenth Battalion has also provided
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tecimical assistance to the Vietnamese in the building and maintenance of
various structures and bridges and has physically relocated several Mont-
agna;ds villnges to more secure areas.

These ocutsianding achievements are & tribute to the team work and
wholehearted support which 21l the Vagabonds have contributed towards the

eccamplishnent of our mission.'
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10TH CCBAT AVIATICN BATTALION

COMMANDERS
LTC SAMUEL W. PATELIOS 1 Jenuary 1970 - 15 June 1970
ITC JACK A. WAILKER 15 June 1970 - 31 Decsmber 1970
MISSION

The mission of the 10th Combat Aviation Battalion is to provide aviation
support as directed by the Commanding Officer, 17th Cambat Aviation
Group in support of airmobile opesratioms designed to seerch out and
destroy the insurgent enemy and to extend Government of Vietnam (GVN)
centrol of the population; to provide general support eviation as
directed by Commanding Officer, 17th Combat Aviation Group to First
Field Force, Vietnam (IFFV), Deputy Senior Advisor (DSA) ilitary Region
2, 5th Specisl Forces Group (SFG); to provide comand and control

of assigned and attached units as directed by Commanding Offieer, 17th
Combat Avietion Group,




UNIT COMMANDERS

HEADNUARTERS Al'D HEADOUARTERS COMPANY

CAPTAIN XARL W. MARROTT 1 January 1970 - 26 January 1970
CLPTATY K. R. STRINGHMM 26 January 1970 - 1 June 1970
MAJOR J/}ES F. ROBERTS, JR. 1 June 1970 ~ 5 December 1970

C.PTAIN DAVID J. REDDEL 5 December 1970 - 31 Descember 1970

48TH ASSAULT EELICOPTER COMPANY

CAPTATN MATUEL J. SIIVA 1 January 1970 - 8 February 1970
MAJOR DOUGL.S R. TERRELL 8 February 1970 - 7 fugust 1970
MAJOR PHILIP E. COURTS _ 7 August 1970 ~ 16 October 1970
MAJOR WILLIS R. BUNTING 16 October 1970 = 31 December 1970

92D ASSAULT REILICOPTER COMPAMY

MAJOR CE'RLES W. QUATTLEB.LIM 1 January 1970 - 3 March 1970

MAJOR BOEBY C. MOCRE 3 March 1970 ~ 20 August 1970
MLJCR RODNEY D, LESTER 20 August 1970 - 31 December 1970

155TH ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY

MAJOR GERALD H, LUIST 1 January 1970 « 15 June 1970

MLSC ROWL¥D G, STEELR 15 June 1970 ~ 17 December 1970
CiFY D7 CHITUES E. MARKHEAM 1'_? December 1970 - 31 December 1970

183RD NECOIMAISSAMCE AIRPLANE COMPAMNY
. i
ML WINTT3 L. MAVIEY 1 January 1970 - 12 June 1970
MAJOR ALVIN L. SCILOMOW 12 Jume 1970 ~ 31 December 1970
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BATTALION OPERATIONS 1970

During 1970, the 10th Combat Aviation Battalion provided continuous

aviation suprort to the Army of the Republic of Vietnam (ARVN) and the

Free World Allied Forces (FWAF) in Military Region 2 (MR 2). This summary

of the najor operations and activities during the year is,:of necessity, a
concise and cdné.eﬁ"ss& ‘presentation. While providing aireraft for nany
missions which do né‘t constitute a significant ectivity, these missions
were an integral part of the 10th Combat Aviation Battaliem's mission in
the Republic of Vietnam.

JANUARY

Major aviation suppert for January was provided to the White Horse
ROK Infentry Division, 23rd ARVN Division, Deputy Senior Adviser for
Military Region 2 (DSA .R2) and 4th Infantry Division.

The 48th Assault Helicopter Company, continuing to provide support
to the White Horse ROK Infantry Division (WHRID), airlifted 1300 troops
of the 30th Regiment into the Dang Bo Jountains north of Deng Ba Thin
an the 12th. When the operation concluded on the 28th over 4500 troops
had been inserted with the following results reported by G-2, WHRID:
Seven (7) eneiy KIA’Q, seventy-two (72) PON's and nine (9) captured
weapons, On the 23rd, the 48th reinforced providel aviation assets for
an airaobile assaulﬁ for the 29th RUK Regiuent for an operation in the
mountains north of Ninh Hoa. This actian resulted in thirty (30) enemy
KIA's and fifteen (15) weapons captured. Thirteen (13) enemy KIA's and
nine (9) weapons captured were the results of an operation conducted on
the 28th by the 28th ROX Regiment which were airlifted by the Blue Stars

re:.nforced into an are2 north of Tuy Hos,
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The 92nd Assault Felicopter Company located ot Dong Ba Thin provided
support to a variety of wnits in all of the seven sgouthern provinc?s of
Milifary Region 2. Summort was provided to the 23rd ARV Division, Deputy
Senior Advisor for Hiiitery Pegion 2, 5th Special Forceg Group, 29th and
30th Regiments of the White Horse ROK Infantry Division, 18th Engineer
Brigade, Ath Ir;f-éptz?}".Divis jon, and Cam Ranh Bay Support Comend.

Crmp Coryell, home of the 155th Assanlt Eelicopter Compeny, cane
wder attack on 6 Janvary wvhen five (5) rounds of 82wm mortars impacted
within the compound resuliing in no casualties and one sircraft slightiy
damzged. Priority of support was to the Lth Infentry Division in Plelku
Province., In sumport of the 4th Infantry Division, the 155th filew twenty
(20) combat aseaults wich resulted in the sirlifting of 1984 troops and
11 tens of cargo.

The 192nd Assault Helicopter Compenv, located =t Phan Thiet, con~
ducted eirmobile operaticns in support of Tesk Force South., Combrt
assaults were flown for "C" Company, 75tl: Rongers; 1/50th Mechenized
Infantry; and 2/lst Armored Cavalry resulting in six (%) enemy kills by
eir (KBA's) credit~d to the gunshins (Tig:rsharks). Throughout the
month, sniffer, psyops and rasupply missions were also flown for Tosk
Forece South.,

The 243rd Ascault Taront’ Helicopter Company brought improvements
in the perimeter and secwri<; n the base camp at DBT. VFew concertins
wire, two personnel bimlkers, replacemen® of o1l trip flares, and two
starlight scopas enhenasd “h2 security of the wnit. Fe-icht Tr-in
eircraft worked throur™.ow. the seven southern provinces of M'liltary
anioﬁ‘z'uith ona =3r- .o Laing stationed ot Ban 1z Thuot and one

at Phan Thiet .. 7~ ¢e ©o provide better support to the units in those
38
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. with one aireraft being statiored at Ban e Thudt anid one- gt Phon Triet
in effortsa to nrovide b=tter support to the units in those areas,
"he 27°1st Assnvlt fzlicoprer Ccmpany nrovided support for units in cen-~
tral Yilitery Zeglon 2, Turirg the month aireraft were furnished for a div-
ision combsl esszult and for regiment-l combat essaults for the White Horse
RO Iafantry Fivision: ﬂviﬂtio; asgets of the 2818t continued snwporting
the MACV Tecondo School.
The 10th Jombst Avizition Fatalion in its continning srpaort of Ml
itery Tegiorn 2 compiled the following st=tistics for Januery: 11,549 hours

"lown, 29,274 sorties, 59,275 troops sirlifted and 4157 tons of cargo hawled,

Sunmort of the s-ven scuthern wrovinees of Militaery Region 2 by the 10th
Combat Aviztion Battalicn was coninued in February, Though not tasited with
daily support of the northern owrt of Military Regica 2, battalion aireraft
TTew in sroport of the Lth Infantry Division in Fleilm Frovince, Capitol R(X
Cafantry Tdvision at An Son, and the Support Command at ~ui Mhon,

The 4%*h Assault Helicopter Jompany, whose = rimary mission is aviation
suprort for the “hite Horse R(K Infentry Divisic:, provided aircraft to
the 247th Comb-t Avistion Bettzlion on the 12th in execution of sn airmob-
ile omer-~tion for the G-ri*ol T~ Infantry Nivision (C™ID) 2% An Son. On
the 20th, the 47th sirlified 500 troops of the 30th Regiment, "HRID into ten
(10) 1aading zones (T.Z's) west of Ph-n Panm,  “his omeration vielded six-
teen(18) enemyr XTA's »nd eleven (11) smell »rms ca~tered,

“he 92nd ANC con“im-ed its gener=l sup~ort missior of Military Pegion 2

with priority going to-the 23rd ARVN Division, “'ith the 23rd ARVN Division
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« freguently changing its area of omerstion, “he 9274 was often called upon

. %o provide aireraft for .large “roon moves. During the month the Sidekicks ,
+he S2nd AHE Sun Tlatown, recorded fifty (50) confirmed enemy IBA's, twenty-
five (25) suspected eney ¥BA's znd one (1) strcture destroyed,

The 155th Assault Helicopter Compeny conduoted ten(10) combat »ssaults
in s-pport of the 23rd"3ﬁﬂ Tivision and Teteochments B.23 and B-50, S5th SFG
o~er~tions, “he 155th sustained two mortsr =ttacks guring the month, On
the “th the Frse Cemp received six (6) mort-r rounds ci-sing d-mage to one
structure »nd ~gein on the 2P*h, six (%) mortsr rounds immected in the com—
neny -7ven with negrtive drm=ges,

Febru-ry proved to be s busy month for the 19°nd AYC Polecats =5 they
continned wroviding swp-ort for T=sk Foree Scuth, Four Combat Assavlts were
flown for Task Force 3outh and one c~mbnt zssauli for the 44th Regiment, 23rd
ARVH "ivision., Tigersharks were credited with 14 enemy K34's during the
wonth. The 192nd guns were 2lso lavnched 2t various times %o provide cover
o medevee sireraft,

The 243rc ASHC comnleted four nersonnel brnters dvring Tebrusry ~ad
also received nev virirg for the w»erimeber ligh i.s cys“em as they continved
their effort to improve the merimeler of the ¢ :suny erea, Sup~ort wes com—
tinued for "ask 7orce South 5= “he Ph-n "hiet Ir»a and “he 3%th Fngineer
Croup ~nd 5th Specinl Forces “roup in the Brn iz T~ -res., e fol?oying
unit s alse received aviation support from the 24# AT T: IFFV [ riillery,
VHRID, SPID, 23rd TV Mivision, W0V, 22nd ARVY Division snd TSt MR2,
Freight “rein nirer-ft were c2lled unon to recover six (6) downed sircraft

during *he month,
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The 281st LHC (Intruders) was placed opcon to the 268th CiB, While
working for the 268th CiB, Intruder aircraft flew in support of Jui Nhon
Support Commend end MACV. On the 2nd, the 281st completed support for &
class of the 146V Recondo School snd provided support for ancther class
fron 17 through 25 Februsry. Ten sniffer missiéns were.flown for the
Tnstalletion Defense Command (IDC) et Fha Treng with frecuent enemy contact
encountered in the mountains west of Fha Trang.

Vagabond aircraft ir supporting wrats in Militery Region 2 during
the nonth compiled the folloving statistics: 10,485 hours flown,

27,515 sorties, 55,336 troops transported, and 4154 tens of cargo hanled.
 aRcE |

Priority of support for the batialion circraft agein went to the
White Horse ROK Infentry Division. The 10th Combat Aviation Battal;on
conducted a division operction on 1 karch with aircroft from'the 4Gth,
92nd znd 281st AHC's and 243rd ASHC inserting the White Herse ROK InfaniTy
Division into thirty-two (32) LZ's zpproximately 50 kilometers west of
Dong Ba Thin, Vegabond aircraft inserted 5,375 troops and 75 CH-47 loads
eround the location of a suspected VC Base Cemp. The ABth AHC lost one
sirercft Guring the combat assault while moking en approach to a pimnerle,
The Blue Sters feit e person.l loss in this erash when the pilot suffered
fatel injuries. The operation lasted for two weels witi necessary loglst-
jeczl support being provided by Vogabond cirereft, Hepow.s from & é G=2,
WERID listed 129 enexmy KiA‘s, 52 FOW!s ond 40 wegpons captured. Retzliztion
by the »emy forces resulted in Dong Bz Thin receiviﬁg a simultaneous

sorter sapper abtack on the 7th. The attach which reswlted in onme UH-1H
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end one UH-1C destroyed, one UH-1H demzgod, and one gu 'rd tower domnged
plus four U.S. personnel ¥I.L consisted of thru:o hond greznedes, two B-40
rockets, ond twenty 82mm mortors.

While encry netivity wes ot o high point in the Deng Be Thin arec,
the 155th 4HC in Bon e Thuot wes relatively free of enenmy attacks, Majorl
support was continued for theVAth Infantry Division and other w.dts in
Tloiku Frovince, In flying 17th combot sssoults curing the month, Stagecoach
aireraft olso supported the 23rd ARVN Division end Deotochments B-23 and
B-50, 5th SFG operaticns.

The 192nd continued to support elements throughout the Phan Thist region.
The month storted off with o combot assoult for 1/50th Mechanized Infentry,
The 192nd contimued to support Task Force South and on the 17th, while com-
dueting a combot assawdt for the 1/50th, had a UH~IH shot down by eremy
grownd fire, This action resulted in the door gumner being wounded, The
eircraft wos recevered by the 243rd ASHC., On the 25th, "O" Cerpeny, 75th
Reogers macde coutact with the enemy and gave a call to the 1$2nd LHC for
support. With guns elways on stand-by for teetical ermcrgencies, Tigersherk,
gUns were launcheg immodiztely to provide support. The guns expendeld and
were credited with three KBL's, Ti: Polecats closed the month flying three
combat assnult;'in one.day. Lircraft were provided to the 1/50th Mechanized
Infontry fer two cémbat essaulis and one for Binh Thuon sector,

The White Horse ROX Infrrntry Division commeneed a two v.zk opcration on
the Llst ond the 281st was given the reosponsibility of sunperting the 29th
Regiment for the insertion ond re&upply. In support of the 23rd LRVN Division,
the Intruders flew eight regimentzl combot esscults throughout the month

o8 well os combet asscults for Mike Strike Conpory, Sth SFG.
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On the 15th, & new class of the IACV Recondo School commenced with the
281st providing oir support until the class ended on 19 March,

The 10th CiB's aircroft were tasked more in March than in the pre-
vious tvo menths providing suprort to units in Militexry Region 2, The
Battalion's aircraft compiled the followipg statistics for the month:
13,888 hours flown,.é7;360 sorties, 68,85, troops tronsported, ond 4465
tons of corgo hauled,

APRIL
The 10th CAB continued in general support of 211 FWAF in southern

Militory Region 2, Major operations dufing the month were conducted by

the 4th Infontry Division in Pleiku Province ond the White Horse ROX Infantry

Divigion vicinity of Tuy Hoa., Aviation assets were provided by four

cecnpanies to the 4th Infantry Division zs enery aetivity increased in that

pred. | |
The White Horse ROK Infantry Division was inserted by Vegcbond air-

craft into en area west of Twy Hoa on the 28th, The ASth AHC and +he

243rd LSHC continued to provide support for WHRID umtil completion of

the operation in May. The operation proved to be quits successful as the

firel results were 275 enery KIh's, 3 POW's znd 188 weapons captured,
Zfforts contimued in the improvement of the defensive perineter by

the w:its loccted at Dong Ba Thin as new perimeter Wivs. new claymore

rmines, cnd new gu:rd towers were inctalled during April. . & The 1st, Camp

Coryell wos hit by mortars resulting in donizge to threr T7-9%'s and five
UH-1H's belonging to 155th. LZ Betty, home of the 192, come under attack
on the 4th as five 60mm morters impacted wiihi- the 2:.o~md. The 192nd

hed negative dorwvges or casuclties as a result i the ~thzci, Eneny
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activity remzined at 2 high level when on the 6th the nilitary instellcotion
at Mhe Trang received eight 107mm rocirets. The 281st AHC had negztive
dclage or casurlties. On the 8th the enemy hit Dong Ba Thin compound with
25 mortar rouunds and one 122rm rocket donoging one building in HHC and
wounding three, ‘The G2nd AHC mess hall wzs destroyed in the seme attack,
The attocks were wide-sﬁread as the 48th AHC received two rounds of morter
fire on the 10th with negative damage =nd casualtizs. Again on the 11th
Dong Ba Thin received four rockets of urknown size with negative damiage. |
The 10th CiB aircraft continued to support unite from the southern
to the northern boundary of Military Region 2 and from the coastcl crecs

%o the platecu crea next to the Cembodian ond Leotisn borders,” "Soldiers

of the Sky" cortinued to compile impressive stotistics cduring April with E
the following recorded: 13,321 hours flown, 5,485 sorties, 58,500 troops
sirlifted, snd 4092 tons of cargo houled, '
M&Y

Moy wo.s destined to be one of the busicst months of the year for the
10th Combat Aviztion Battalion., Increscsed support was recuiresd in the
Pleiku~Kontum-Dek Seéng orea -3 the Cembodian opurcstion began on the lst.
Suppert wos continued for the units in southern Military Regien 2, but the
pricrity of support went to units fighting in Cambodic,

Operction Binh Tay I lasted fiom the 4th to the 17th., The 10th GiB!g
nost significent contribution to this effort was made by the R81st AHC
which noved cll of its operationcl cssets to Pleiku., The 281st JHC

sueffercd persomnzl losses in this operation as five fotolities were sustained

nlus two cirepcft destroyed during a rocket attack, On the 20th the




10th GLB's operation contimued in Cerbodic 1ith tho first phnse of oper-
ation Binh Toy III telking place west of Duc Lap, Thz 10th CLB provided
all 6f the cviation assets for this oncr-tion with the lergest nuaber of
gireraft being supplied by the 15%th LHC, Elements of the 23rd ARV
Division were airlifted into the srea of cperation., Taitial eneiy eccnteet
wos light; however, the opcration was considered successful due to the
awIcTous weapons, armunition and medicel caches found.

Even theugh major emphasis was placed on the Cambodinn operivlons,
the 192nd4 LHC sustoined a heavy ond significant morter and rocket atteck
on the 4th, Lpprorimotely 100 rounds of 60rm and B-40 rockets immected
within LZ Betty at 0155 hours, Tigershork guns were launched énd were
credited with 14 cnermy KBA's,

The 243rd LSHC continucd to provide medium 1ift leogisticsl support
ieding significont contributions during the Cambodisn omerations, Fr;ight
Trein pillots exchibited the highest degree of professionslism, and 11
supplics and rrtillery pioces airlifted were necessary for the success
of these operctions.

Crews of Veogabond aireraft saw niny long hours througheut the month
of Mazy. Mooy days +the crews would return after hoving spent 12 end some—
tines nore hovrs in the air, Operstionnl statistics for the month cre os
follows: 12,30 howrs flowm, 35,723 sorties, 52,376 #roops trensported
ond 4,508 tens ci cargo hrouled,

JUHE

The 10th Combat Lviation Battalion continued to provide support for -

opercilons in Cambodiz, Deily support :1lso continued to WHRID, 5th Special

Forces Group, 23rd LRVIi Division, DSA MR 2 end Tzsk Ferce South.
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he Pathfindcrs of the 10th C!B, using roppeling ropes, were inserted
inte several locctions 20 miles southwest of Phen Ring to preprre LZ!s
for‘inscrting the 30th Regiment, WHRID. The Korecns were inserted on the
Gth with zviction assets being provided by seversl componies from the
Battalion, Two ROK conpunies noved by foot into the area of operation
with oue compiry moeting unewpected heavy resistonce. The operation wos
hindersd dur to urfovercble weather which limited close ground sﬁéﬁort
with gunships.,

The 92nd LHC sustoined a stond-off nortar atteoclk cn the 12%th result-~
ing in negligible dansge to maintensnce ecuipnment, Later in the month,
the 92nd LHC was tosked to honger two gunships a% Bao Loe for en indefinite
meriod of tine. These guns provided azir cover For the 19th Battalion,
35th Ezgineer CGroup and the MICV Advisory Tesm at Bao Loc.

The 155th LHC continuved to provide support for wiits in the Darleac,
Quang Duc, and Tuyen Duc provinces. Two UH-1H's &nd two UB-1C's were
deraged when nine morter rounds impscted in the revetment area ot Canp
Coryell in Ban Me Thuot on 9 June 1970.

On the 20th, the 281st AHC, supported by the 155th AHC ~nd the 243ra
LSHC, participeted in the second phase of Operstion Binh Tay III., Using
ar Don Specicl Forces Corp as a steging orea, two battzlions from each

of the 44th and 45th Regiments, 23rd ARVN Division end two fire support
bases (FSB's) were insertsd 12 kilometers inside Cembodia, The 281st
Intruders provided the 2ir mission commander (4MC) and also supcrvised the
rearning point plus assisting on POL, PZ control snd recovery opverations.
Duc to the distance sepurnting the staging erea emd the 10th B, the POL

capcbilitios were severely toxed; however, the S-4 celled upon his
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resources and provided the necessary forward POL ond recrming points.
Lgoin Conmbodion operetions proved successful os caches of wecpons, cmmrunie
tion end mcdierl supplies were coptured.

With the completion of six months of 1970, the 10th CiB sircraft
hed earried close to 350,000 possengers and over 25,000 tons of cargo,
During the month of Juuc the Battalion aircraft flew 11,170 hours cnd 27,091
scrtics and corried 47,399 passengers and 4045 tons of cargo.

JULY

Alreraft of the 10th Coubat Aviaticn Battalion continued to support
on ¢ dcdly basis the White Horse ROK Infumtry Division, 23rd ARVN Divisicn,
Tesk Force Scuth cnd Deputy Senior Advisor for Militery Region.z.

Trhe 10th Combat Lvistion Battelion was tasked to insert Task Force
Scuth; the 44%h Regiment, 23rd ARVN Division; and three fire suprort bases
irto on area of operatlons 25 niles north-northwest of Phan Thiet on
Operation Henmeock Gold. Adreraft from each compeny in the batialion were
utilizaed with reinforcements being provided by the 268th C.B. The OpeTem
ticn scheduled te stert on the 4th called for simultonecus insertions
into four arcas of operation. The Binh Tuy ond Binh Thuan Provinces,
vhich covered the arez of the operetion, was still under the effect of the
southwest nonsoon, and weather conditions in the rrea forced o 24 hour
deley wntil the 5th, On 5 July, the veather gredually started improving
end the operation finally commenced ot 1000 hours, Unsble to complete the
operation on the 5th and with weather conditions forecast to remnin the
seze on the 6th, the AMC, LTIC Jack A, Welker, advised the Adrmobilo Task
Force Comnender that it would be adviseble to formmlete en elternate plen,
By 1300 hours on the 6th, en alternate plan wes in effect. The A4th ARVN

Regiment and 1/50th Mechenized Infantry Betinlion were to be inserted into
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the origincl area of operations with 3/506th Infentry Bettalion being in-
serted southeast of their original erea of operation, Weather continued
tc houper the operation as low clouds and moderate turbulence wers en-
countered during the insertion of the 3/506th. The fincl inscriion was
coupleted at 1800 hours on the 6th, Although the operction was 48 hours
behind the scheduled time frane for complstion end the element of surprise
was lost, Vagehond pilets showed the ebility to cope with the chonges and
the weather while perforrming the mission without ony misheps. This
operztion sxhibits the professionalism derznded by the pilots of the

10th C/B. Support of the operatiqn wag contipucd for nine days; th=z oper-
etion was considered very successful, .

On 9 July, the 92rnd AHC received a 107m rocked attack which caused

dormage to the operastions building with negative casualties, On the 15th
the 155th 4AHC, located at Ban Me Thuot, experienced a stondof? mortar
attock with three gunships sustaining nodercie damege, )

In support of the units of the seven southern provineces of Military
Region 2, the 10th CLB aircraft corpiled the following statistics during
July: 11,780 hours flown, 27,689 sortics, 43,929 troops trensported,
and 3,383 tons of cergo eirlifted.

LUGYST

During the nonth of August, laorge scale operctions decrexsed but the
10th CAB continued to have nony long doys of flying in support of the
units of southerm Militery Region II,

On the 3rd; the 10th Combat Aviation Battalion sugnented by VEAF

UH-1H's end CH-47's from the 52nd CLB lifted elements of the 45th Regiment,
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23rd IRVN Division fron Buon Ea Ying into en "rea approxinately 50 kilo-
meters cast of Ben Me Thuot, On 17 iugust, the 155th LEC supported by the
231st AHC and the 243rd LSHC, utilizing Bucn Ee Yeng as a staging area,
inserted the A5th Regiment, 23rd ARVN Division into "Heppy Velley"
epproxinately 40 kilometers scutheast of Ban Me Thuot.

In compeny size or saeller operations, the 48th LEC supported five
combat eszaults and three extrictions for elements of the 28th and 2%th
Regiments, WHRID fiom I through 24 iLugust., Theses opesrations wers conduct—
ed in ercas west of Tuy Hea end west of Niph Hoe.

On 13 Lugust, the 152nd LHC and 198th Medical Detachment concucted =z
mejor air-sea ond land movement from LZ Betty to o new home et Phan Rang
Ldr Bose. hs o result of efficient end deteiled plexmrding, the moved wis
made with little Aifficulty and the 192nd remeined operciional throughout
the move. In inheriting o new houe, the Poleezots had meny hours of werk
ghend of then ~s the huildings were in 2o low state of repeir., Without o
sigrificent chew.n T its arsa of operatlons, the 192nd LHGC coutinucd
emnozt for Task Force Scuth, elements of 23rd LRVN Division, DS4 MR2, and
cther units in thz Phen Reng-Fhon Thiet aresa.

The operctions of the other compenies in the bettelion continued to
be in general suppordt of usits throughout Militory Region 2. Support
recuirsnents decrecsed in Pleilm Provines in comparisop with the large
cormitients of My, June ond July. Vegobond airereft compiled the
following operctionzl stetistics for the rmonth: 6,845 hours flowvm,

27,753 sortics, 44,708 troops airlifted, and 3522 tons of corgo heuled.
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SEPTEMPER

¥ith the winter monsoors opproaching, units supported by the 10th
Coubat Aviation Battalion planned onerations curing September in efforts
to teke advontoge of the good weather before the monsoons., The 10th CLB
wos tesked to support cperations for the White Horse ROX Infantry
Divisien, 23»d LRVN Divisicn, 22nd LRVE Renger Battalion, and "C" Company
75th Ranger Battelion.

The White Horse ROK Infontry Division initiated operetion Do Kee Bi
18 on 1 Septciber in an aren northwest of Tuy Hoe. Elements of the 98th
Regizent were cirlifted by the 10th Combat Avietion Battclion into five
LZ's utilizing initial simultaneocus gunship preps and insertioﬁs. Ths
Bat#alion S~4 wns required to establish e forward reerm point ond two POL
ﬁoints which functioned throughout the operation., Lfter completion of
the inserticn, CH-47's dropped sling loeds of fugas, sirdler %o napalﬁ,
frow: 2000 feet above ground level on eneny cave and tunnel conplaxes,
Target hits were accurate even though this wes the first tine the 10th
CiB hod concducted this type.missicn. Battnlion gunships were credited
with five eneny IBL's, ten enery WIA's, onz 60mm mortar destroyzd, end
two B=40 rcckets destroyed. The 48th AHC end 243rd ASHC provided resucrly
for the operation until the extrretion was performsd on the 2Z4th.

VE4F's UE-1H's ougnented the 155th LHC in imserting the 45th heginent,
23rd LRVI! Division on 3 September. The cperstion wis heoupered by bad
weather vhich resvltec in only three of the proposed nine L2's being used,
Due to the hod weather, the operation was not fully completed wrtil

10 Septerin -




Intelligence revealed an enemy buildup in an area west of Nhe Trong.
On 8 “uplember, the 22nd LRV Ranger Battalion from Pleildm and "CH Compony
75th Ronge: 3attclion were inserted into the mounteins west of Fha Irang.
The 281st .90 provided the Air Mission Comm.nder for this operation gnd
selected Tiing Dung, located west of Wha Treng, ~s the staging area,
Twenty-eight combat assaults were flown in support of these troops with
prinary support coming from the 281st AHC,

On 18 September, the White Horse ROK Infantry Division, utilizing
10th CiB's airereft, began Operation Dong Bo 18 in on ares west of Dong
Ba Thin. The three phased operciion begen with the 30th Regiment reine
forced by elements of the 29tﬁ Regiment being airliftcd by Vagaﬁond aire
creft, Elencnis werc inserted into five 12's simultaneously., Phase II
of the operstion wos comenced on 29 Septenber; however; landing zone
rreprration began prior to this date, The Spoeisl Forces and RECCH
Comxomies of the 30th Regiment, assisted 2nd pdvised by the Pathfinders of
the 10th CiB, clecred these LZ's. This phrse of the operation was de-
layed untll the aiternoon due to nmarginal <. her conditions in “he arsa
of operaticnéz Phase III, the extraction, tock place on 3 October.

Tho 45th ARVN Rééimeﬁt w8 inserted into the "Heppy Valley" arez on
29 September, Supperted by the 155th ang staging out of Buon Ea Toug, the
the [RVN's nada o sezrch and clesr s.i26p of the arec scuthezst of Buon
Ee. Yong., Troops were airlifted into ten LZ's, During the inserition several
eireraft received grovnd fire; however, there were no injuries to

personnel o lvitge *s the gircrofi,
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The 1Cth CiB comtinued to provide suppert for units in the seven
scu;}:rn provinces of Militery Reglon 2, Vagabond aircraft corpiled the
follcwing operctional statistics for Septeuwber: 11,139 hours flowm,
27,501 sorties, 44,393 troops transported, and 4,299 tons of cirgo hauled,

QCTOBER

Requirenents for aircraft deere-sed sencwhet in the month of October.
Onc battelion opurstion was conducted for the 2&+h R:giment, WEAID, OQther
epcrotions were on compryy or platoon size level.

The 155th AHC continued to provide avistion suprort to the 45th ARVE
Regiment in the Ben Me Thuot area. On 9 Octcber the Stagecoach-Falcon
tecn, staging out of Buon Ho, airlifted clements of the 45th Reéiment inte
nine L2's northecst of the staging area for z search oad clesr nissicn;.

The White Horse ROK Infantry Division plenned another oper-tion ig
the mowntains west of Tuy Hoe. The 10th Combet Lvintion Battolion inserted
elewents of tho 28th ROK Regiment on 14 October in supsort of onsraticn
Do Kze Bl 19. The operation contimu:d through 24 Octobsr when the troops
vera extricted by Vagebond aireraft., During the ground operction, daily
resupply §¢S'pe::crméd by Blue Ster and Freight Trein sircrcft. Coptured
wecpons and cosmanition rlus epproximately 50 cnemy KTi's were cvidence of
snother successful operction.

Tesk Force Scuth, vhich received the majority of its suppqrt fron the
1520 AHC, deactivoted on 1 Ocﬁober; however, the 192n¢ continuod to
support 1/50%h Mechcnized Infemtry, "C" Company 75th Rangers, ond LRV

w:its in their cres of operation,
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JArpobils operatlons begen to feel the effects of the winter monsecon
in t'~ latter part of Cctober. Coastcl regions crperienced ecrly morning
low - .ilings with oceasioncl cleuring eround mid-day. This occasional
clearing iaveriable proved to be terporrry as the woother stnrtéd dateri-
oroting ab cpproximately 1400 hours every afterncon, dis & result of the
wenthor, mony nissicns were eborted while others were never storted at all.

e diversified avicticen support cherccteristic of the 10th Coumbot
Avi~tion Beticlion was further broadened when the 183rd Recomnncissance
Lirplone Comp. my was trensferred from the 223rd C.B to the 10th CiB on
15 October, This transfer wos homecoming for the 183rd os it ws a nember
of “he 10th C.3 in 1966, The 183rd provided aireraft for visuel
recomnnaissences (VR's) for XKhorh Hee, Phu Yon, Binh Thuon, Leom Dong,

Iinh Thucn, Jueng Due, cud Tuyen Duc Proviices plus convoy cover for Com
Rarh Bey Support Commend, ortillery observation fe: IFFV Artillery, and
reconnaisscnces for "C" Cempouny 75th Reongers,

Freporatichns were begun for the inactiveticn of the 281st AHC, The
10th Combat Aviction Battalicn a2t the cnd of October wos still compesed
of seven companics; however, the zirnmcbils capabilitias were reduced with
the loss of one nssault helicopter compsny., During the month Vagebond
 cirernft cempiled the folleowing statistics: 9,979 hours flown, 23,414
sorties, 34,042 troops tronsported and 2867 tons of cargo eirlifted.

The nmonth of Novonber saw o decrense in activity for the 10th Combat
Aviction Battelion due to the winter mensoons, Battclion aircraft ogain
were recuired for missions in Plellu Province nlong with the dcdly pigsions

in scuthern Milltery Region 2.




iirereft from the 48th LHC were sent to An Son o remin cver night
(RO?) to support the 126th Lssrult Lizlicopter Corpeny. The 155th AHC
provided suppert to the 42nd LHVE Reginunts in Pleiku Frovince which was
ocutside their norml sres of operctionms. Support by other componies
-to wits in their respective oress of operation. Combat asscultis continued
to be flovm, bt were only comprny or platoon size operationms,

With o decrezse in lorge secle operaticns, the stotistics compiled
decrecsed respectively in comparison to previous menths., Boticlion oite
craft compiled the following statistics: 9,168 hours flown; 20,000 sorties;
31,110 troops trensported; and 2,707 tons of cargo zirlifted.

DECEMBER

On 14 December, in o ceremony held st 10th CLB He~dguorters, the 281st
Lsszult Helicepter Commrny wes officially inactivated and taken fronm the
netive rolls of the United States Army, Intruders hoed served in the
Republic of Vietnam for four and az hadf yecrs and compiled en impressive
lineage of hexnors an? cwerds.

With the implementatiorn of the Vietrnimization progrem, the 10th Combet
Lviation Battalion wes chosen to provide combnt flyiné expericnee to pilcts
of the Vietnmese Air Force (VNAF) under the provisions of the Improvencnt
~nd Modernization Programa_ The 92nd LEC end 243rd LSHC were desicnnted to
train the VAiF pilots, Tha VEAF pllots crrived on the 10th and 17th December
ot the 243rd and 92nd, respectively, Preprrations were made fSr living and
nessing facilitios os the VHIF pilets were to Bo part-of the comrmrry during
this troining ;ériod. With careful prior plemuing and close lisison with

The Vietnorase idr Force, the progra: hes been ar overvhelning success,
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Ia mid~Decenber, the 155th agsoult Helicopter Comprny begen standdown
opex~don in prepoaration for inectivetion in carly 1671, With inactivotion
of fv: esscult helicopier coir: ‘nies, the 10th Combet Avirtion Brttalion'ts
mviction assets were slmost cut in half,

Ls 2 result of greater commend cmphasis, better sducation r~nd imzroved
standardizaticn, the 10th CiB was able 4o drastically rcduce the number of
cecidents therchy saving lives ¢nd cQuipment. 4% the end of 1970, the
10tk C/B had conpiled 144 consecutive days without en aircrefi acdident.

The 10th Combat 4vi:ticn Battalion closed the yeer by flying 8,628
hours and 18,781 sorties nlus tronsportizg 256,082 troops and 1,402 tons
of cargo, _

The yeexr saw Vegebond aircra-fi flying throughout bilitary Region 2,
but 1970 will elusys be remembered os the year of the Cembodion crapeign,
The Veogobonds comyiled the follewing stetistics during 1970:

BOURS FL Hﬁ..................a....................133,702

SORTIES FLOWN. ...eveeeranareessiensnnsnnsnns s 324,603

TROOPS CLRRIED,vvussersusssnsaeennsssunsinnnnnss .. 566,908

G!BGO IL‘I.UII:“ED (TO!}S)...JCOOCI'.OIO:'.OCIO'OOIOIIOIOIQI M’595
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TOITATD

During the p.ast yeur the 10th Combut Aviztion Dattalion cone
tinued to support the ground wnits throushout Militory Regioh iT.
Although several times throughout the yesr elements of the 10th
Lattalion were utilized in the northermn provinces, sometimes for e:-
tended periods, thenrimary are: of operztion was the seven southern
provinces, These ceven provinces comprise 233 of the land moss of
the flepublic of Vietnam and was the largest A0 for iny aviation Dot
talion,

While supporting the following units; hite Horse ROK Infantry
Division (WHRID), 7Z3r¢ Infantry Division (4RViD), Cam Ranh Day Sup-
port Commind (CRBSC), Civil end Rural Development (CORDS), Artillery
enC Enzineer wnits, and the 17th Combat .iviation Group, the i0th
Battalion flew £9,377 hours and carried'17,637 tons of corgoe andl
275,792 passengers.

The primary ,ission of a combat avisbion battalion is to sup—
port the insertion, extraction and resupply of combat wiits in the
fielc. While supporting the WHIID und 23rc ARV Division the 10th
Battilion concucted twenty-two (22) Regiment size, one (1) division
size, wnd tﬁenty three (%3) batizlion size combet ossaults,

During the year the 10th Dattalion ermerienced several orgen~
izational. changes beginning with the LCth AHC being recssigned in
Jenuery, followed by the acquisition of #A% Troop 7/17th ACS, D,"C,
ant D Companies 257th in late March, to the reussisnment of D/727th
in July, the stand-cown of the Z43rd ASHC and D/227th in Jugust, the

standadowm of the 183rd RAC, 92nd and 19°nd .II0tg dn Lescunon, the
1]

]
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rezssignment of the Oth AHC (formerly C/2°7th) ¢ A/7/17th and

finully the stand—cown of theklﬁﬁh Combzt iviution Battalion Heac-

cuarters. Despite these potenfiaily ¢isruptive changes the Dettalion
.hgs continued %0 function conesively and at jeak efficiencyr in the
performance of its assigned mission.
Over the last five years the 10th Combit Aviation Dattalion has

proviced the finest aviition supnort possible and has carmed the

reputation of being one of the best aviction bettslions in Vietnam,
4t the close of the year 1971 the 10th Lattalion's role in

Vietnzm was finished and within o few dsys will be redeployed to
-COITUS where they will undoubtedly continue to orovide the best

nrossible aviation support,

e
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10TH COMBAT AVIATION BAiTTALION

COMMANDERS
LTC JACK L. WALKER 1 Jamuory 1971 - 18 April 1971
MiJ GIORGE L. HOOKER 18 April 1971 = 11 May 1971
LTC JAMES 0, HAGDAHL * 12 May 1971 - 3% December 1971
MISSION

The mission of the 10th Combat Aviation Battulion is o provide aviction
supmort &5 dirccted by the Sommandsr, 17th Combet Avietion Grown in
swport of airmobile operctions designed to search out and destroy the
insurgent enemy 2nd tro cxbond Government of Vietnam (GVN) contrtl of the
ropulation; to provide genéral support aviation as directed Ey Commend—
ing Officer, 17th Combat Aviation Group to Second Legional Assistance
Group, .{SRIG), Deputy Senior Advisor (DSi) Military Region II, White
Horse T0K Infantry Division {YHRID y 23rd ARVN Infentry Division; znd

to orovide command ind conmtrol of assigned and cttached units es directed

by Commanding Officer, 17th Combat Avistion Growup,
o i 1 i




UNIT COMMANDERS
HEADQUARTERS AND HEADQUARTERS GOMPANY

CAPTAIN DAVID J, REDDEL 1 January 1971 - 25 January 1971
CAPTAIN CHARLES E, MARKHAM 25 January 1971 - 25 April 1971
CAPTAIN BOBBIE D, MAY 25 April 1971 - 24 September 1971
CAPTAIN JOSEPH P, DAUGHERTY 2L _September 1971 -~ 31 December 1971

LOTH ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY
MiJOR WILLIS R, CUNTING 1 January 1971 - 31 January 1971
SOTH ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY

MAJOR CHARLES DARNES 25 March 1971 - 10 May 1971
¥1JOR RUDOLFH OSTOVICH III 10 May 1971 - 14 November 1371
MAJOR DAVID E. HILL ' 14 November 1971 — 1 December 1971

921D ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY

MAJOR RODNEY D, LESTER 1 January 1971 - 15 March 1971
MiJOR RUDOLPH E. ADRBOTT 15 March 1971 ~ 28 August 1971
IMUJOR DONALD &, OOLEMAN 28 August 1971 ~ 31 December 1971

1833D RECONNAISSANCE AIRPLANE COMPANY

| M4JOR ARVIN L. SOLOMON 1 January 1971 - 11 January 1971
H3JOR LICHARD N, KIUTSON 11 January 1971 - 1 July 1971
CAPTATN TOUGLAS J. DELL 1 July 1971 - 2 August 1971
MIOTR JIMY ¥, STIIND.UGH ‘ 2 August 1971 - 1 December 1971

197D ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY

A\JOR JAMES L, EIGGLIDOTIAM 1 Janusry 1971 - 18 January 1973
iJOR ARTHUR D, GHIFFIN 18 Junusry 1971 - 30 July 1971
FaJOD IRVIN S, DIIRKTHG 30 July 197i - 1 December 1971




ORGANIZATION CHART
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UNIT IOCATION APO

HJ, 10TE CAB Dong Ba Thin, RVN 96377
HHC, 10TH CAD Dong Ba Thin, RVN 96377
130TH MED DET O/i Dong Ba ’fhin, RYN 95377
339TH AVN DET (DIV) Dong Da Thin, RVN 95377

i n aia e e T e e i R e e T e e e S e R e e i e e

60TH 4SSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY Ninh Hoz, RVN 96210
L30TH MID DET Hinh Hoa, RVN 96250

Rk TRy e e e e e e e e B el e e b e e e e e T

97D ASSAULT HELICOFTER COMPANY Dong Ba Thin, RVN 36377 -

e e L i e e R e e i e e R e L S s e e s

10370 RECONNAISSANCE AIRPLANE Dong Ba Thin, RVN 95377
COMPLNY
P K I R KR RO OO

1972WD ASSAULT HELJICOPTER COMPINY  Dong Ba Thin, RVN 94377
19&TH MED DET Dong Ba Thin, RVN 948377

3 S T i i e e e e e e e e

2433D ASSAULT SUPPORT HELICOPTER Dong Ba Thin, RVE 96377
COLIPANY

5/227T A3SAULT MILICODTER COMPAKY Dong Ba Thin, RVN 95377
D/227TH AERIAL WEATPONS COMPANY Dong Dz Thin, RVN 95377
FAEIICH I SRR RO DR

A TI02T 7T SQUADRON Phan Rang, RYN 95321
7T CLVALY
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CATTALION OPERATION 1971
During 1971, the 10tk Combut Aviation Battalion provided continuous
aviation support t¢ the drmy of the Republic of Vietnam and the Free
World Allied Forces in Military Region II. This summary of the major
activities during the year is, of necessity, a condensed presentation,
While providing aireraft for many missions which o not constitute &
significant activity, these missions were =n integral part of the 10th
Combat Aviation Battalion's sumport in MR IT.

JANUARY

Major aviation support for January was provicded to the White Horse
ROX Infantry Division, 23rd ARVN Division, CORDS, and Cem Ranh Day
Support Command,

The 48th Asssult Helicopter Company provided the majority of the
support to the WHRID until 30 Januery when they were reassigned to the
223rd Combat Avistion Battalion at Dong Ha, The 9Znd AEC continued to
train VNAF avictors under the I&M Program, On 11 January 1971 Major
Richard N. Knutson assumed command of the 183rd Necommaissance Air

plane Company, In sddition, the 183r¢ Mess Hall was chosen as the

.ist Aviation Drigace "Dest Mess Hall® :nd is in contention for USARY

"Best Messe, O; 18 January'1971, fajor Arthur R, Griffin assumed
commend of the 197nd assault Helicopter Company replacing Major James
L. Higzinbotham who became the 10th CAD 53. The 155th Assault Helicop-
ter Company "Shagecosch’ completed'deactivatian on 30 January 1971
thus elimineting .vistion supnort for the Ban Me Thout zrea, One
other unit, the 243rd lessnult Support Helieonter Compsny continued to

train VAR pilots wnder the 1&M Program.
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FEERUARY
During February 1971, the iOth CAE continued to support units

within the seven southern provinces of MR II. One major operation
‘ﬁas conducted by the WHRID, On 23 February fhe'28th and 29th Regi-
ments, totaling 3,000+ troops; were inserted west of Tuy Hoa, Trzin-
ing under the I&M Program continued in the 92nd AHC with no signifi-
cant problems encountered. The 183r¢ RAC continued to provide vis—
ual recomnaissance and convoy couvey for the southern half of MR II.
In order to provide betier aviation support in Bun Me Theut, 2 pack-

aze of six (5) UH-1H and two (2) UH-1M aireraft from the 192nd AHC
were sent to Camp Coryell at Dan Me Thout. The ZL3rd ASHC contin-
ued to provide medium 1lift support throushout the southern Ralf of
MR IT. In addition the company successfully completed YNAF training
under the I&M Progrim on 10 Febru.iry., In early February A Troop was
attached to the 10t CAE, 4 Troop moved to Phun Rang Air Base and
within a few days were operctionzl, Their nrimary mission wus to -

conduet air cevzlry scout support for the 23rd ARVN Division,

MARCE
During the month the 10th Combat Aviation Dattalion and its
assizned units continued to support the various units throughout the
seven southern provinces of MR II, There wus one (1) major operation
this month, On 24 Murch the 30th Hemiment of the VHRID was inserted
into an area northuest of Wha Truong, W7, During the insertion one
(1) aireraft received corhat damage with nogative injuries. On 15

Merel; Mzjor Nudolrh E. Abbott 2ssumed command renlacing Mejor
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Rodney Lester of the 92nd Assault Helicopter Comany, In addition
the VNAF aviators training with the 92nd AHC under the I&M Program
successfully completed their training »rogram averazing 230 hours

per aviator, The i83rd RAC continued to provide visual reconnaissance

for MR IT and on two occaisions one of their aircraft received heavy
enemy fire, During March the 192ad Assault Helicopter Company con-
tinued to provgﬁé general support £0r MR II, On 9 March two gunships
were employed in a search for a missing Alr Force F-100 fighter bomb—
er, Unfortunately the results were negative, On two (2) oceaisions
the Tiger Shark gunships were used to cover a Dustoff mission, On

one of these missions, 15 March, one individgmai received a wound in

the arm, and on the other, 23 March, one aircraft wus destroyed and
all four crewmembers were injured when the airerafi crashed into the
side of a mountain due to IMC, In addition to providing aireraft
for the 30th Regiment insertion on 2L March, the 192nd AHC also
provided six (&) UH-1H and four (4) UH-1C eircraft on 30 March for
an insertion of 410 trocps of the 29th ROX Regiment, The 243rd
assault Helicopter Company continued its normal mission throughout
MR II, #A" Troop 7/17th Cav enjoyed a very productive month while
in support of the 23rd ARVE Division, During the month they were
credited with three (3) enemy KLAts, seventeen (17) structiwres de-
stroyed and seventy-five {75) bunters destroyed. On 25 Mareh 1971
three units, B, C, and D Companies of the 227th Aviation Dattalion
1st Cavalry Division ..irmobile were assizned to the 10th Combat

Aviation Bzttalion,
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APRIL

April brought several changes to the missions flown by the 10th
Combat Aviation Dattalion. In addition to0 the normal units suwoported
by the 10tk CAD, WHRID, 23rd ARVN Div, CRDSC, alreraft were sent to
the Jui Fhon arca almost on a deily basis to help support the Capitol
ROX Infantry Divigion. There were two major operations this month
when aircraft from.tﬁe 10th CAB e:tracted the 30th 0K Regiment and
on 25 April inserted thc 26th Regiment into an 40 west of Tuy Hos,
VN,

The 97nd AHC, 192nd JHC, 183rd RAC and 243rd ASHC all continued
their normal missions. After beinz given time to get set up, the
units from the 1st iir Cuvelry Division began to operate under the
10th Combut Avition Zattalion, C Company 227th was given the mis—
sion of providing sumport to.the White Horse ROK Infuntry Division,

D Company anc D Company were tasked for aircraft to be laagered 1-
Plelku for the increassed enemy activity in that crea, These .ircraft
were placed under the operational contrel of the 52nd Combat iviation
Battalion, A" Troop 7/17 Cav was also tasked to send aircraft to
Pletlcu under operationsl control of the 52nd CAD, wan Troop sup—
portec both the 23nd :nd 23rd L0V Divisions and were credited with

fifty-five (55) enemy KDi's curing the month,

MaY
During the month of Mz there was only one (1) significant op-
eration., Zlemente of the 10th Combit Aviation Dattalion ertricted

the ~Cth NOK Regiment which had been inserted the previous month,
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There were three #3)madministrative changes during the month, Major
Rudolph Ostowich IIT took command of C Company 727th on 10 May 197:
replacing Major Charles Curnes., Major Frank P, Peterlin assumed com-
ﬁand of the 243rd Assault Support Helicopter Company on 18 May re-
placing Major Ewlus E, Evans, On 12 May 1971 LIC James O, Hegdahl
assumed command of the 10th Combat iviation Battalion replacing Major
Gecrge 4, Hooker whé had been commanding the battalion since late
March when LTC Jack Walker was called home on emergency leave., Dur—
ing the month the 92nd Asszult Helicopter Company was also tasked to
provide 2 lacger packoze at Pleiku under operationzl control of the
52nd Combat Aviation Dattalion. The 92nd AHC started training < new
group of seven (7) VNAF aviztors under the provisions of the Imorove-
ment 2nd Mocernization Program on 10 May 1971 At the end of May
these VNAF aviutors had an average of 56.1 hours, In 28dition to
providing the normal visual reconnaissance support for the southerﬁ
half of MR II, the 183rd Recomnaissance Airplane Compuny sssumud o
new mission, This being a coastal reconnsissance for Hovy Intelli-
gence. The 19<nd Assault Helicopter Compsny continued to provide a

Division,

<

laager nackege 2t Lan Me Thout in sudport of the 23rd ARVE
The 197nd .HC also ber:n training seven (7) VHIF sviztors under the
I&M Progrum on 10 Hay 7i. Troop 4, 7.17th Air Civelry Scuadron con-
tinued to sumort the “”nd and Z3rd LOVH Divisions in the Pleiley

arez, Also 3 Company ¢ D Company 727th continued to lazger zircraft
at Pleiltu while C Comm.arr *27th continued to sumort the White Horse

ROK Infantryr Division,
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JUITE
The 10th Combat .viztion Dattalion continued to support the ground
forces of the seven soutlern provinees of MR IT and visual recommiissance
of Phu Yen Province, Vagubond circraft provided support to the White
Horse ROK Infantry Division, 23rd ARVH Infantry Division, DSA MR 1I,
Cam Ranh Day Support Command, SRAG artillery, and 17th CiG, On 11 June,

Major John Detterer took commund of D Company 277th, replzcing Major
Calway G, Cauley. On 20 June the 97n¢ Ass-ult Helicopter Company and
C Compuny 7227th were the primiry assets used in the insertion of the 29th

L
fegiment, White Norse 0K Infintry Diwision into the mountainous ares

epproximately 20 kilometers west of Ninh Hoa, On 73 June, the 97nd
Assault Eelicopter Commany was relieved of its mission in the Pleiltu
area and assumed the lasger nacksge at Dan Me Thout renlacing the

192nd Ass:ult Heliconter Corony, T@g}f/primary mission was to continue
support for the 23rd ARVN Infintry Division, ~The 9%nd AEC and 19%nd
AHC continued to trein VAT sviztors under the Téd Program, D Compeny
and D Company were also released from their mission v Pleilu and re-
turned to Dong Da Thin while #ax Troop continued to support units in
the Pleilru area. Upom their release from the Ban Me Thout mission the
197nd Assault Helicopter Company beccme the primary support for the
Civil Operations and Rursl Development Susoort (CORDS) Program operzted
by MiCY. C Company continued to support the white Horse DOX Infwmntry
Division and the 243rd Ass:ult Support Helicopter Company continued to

provice medium 1ift suprort for southern MR IT,

L9




JULY
This month Vapabond aireraft continued to support various units of
southern MR II, In addition there were two major changes within the

battalion, On 5 July the 243rd Assault Support Heliconpter Company be-

gan stand-down for redeployment to CONUS, This eliminated the 10th Com~
bat nv1_t10n DGattzlion capability to provide medium 1lift support., The
10th CAB lost one other unit when on 17 July B Company 227th wes Ireate

signed to the 288th Combat Aviation Dattalion and moved to Tuy Hoa, RYH,

On 30 Juiy Hajor Irwin 8, Merlking assumed command of the 192nd Assault
Helicopter Commzny from ceparting Major Arthur R, Griffin, There were i
three major operztions curing the month begiming with the e?trnctlcg

of the 29th ROK 1 Regiment from 2n are= 30 kilometers west southwest of

Ninh Hos, On 12 ang 13 Juiy € Company 227th ind the 19°nd AHC were the

pPrimary sssets used 1o insert the 30th ROK Regiment into IZ's 40 lkilom-

eters west of Dong Ba Thin, Then sgain the sume as ssets werc used on 25

July to extract the 30th Regiment from the sime arei, The remainder of

the 10th CAD 81T#s continued with their ncrmal missions with the excep—

tian of nan Troop'7/17th CAV., On 5 July they began preparztions to
move from Pleiltu, where they had been operating for 95 days, back to |

Phen Rang iir Dase,

AUGUST
The month of August brought seversl changes to the 10th Combat
Avistion Dattalion, On 2 August Major Jimmy W, Stinebzugh assumed com-
mand of the 183rd Reconmaissance Adrplane Company replacing CPT Douglas
Jo Dell, who had' commanded the comany since 1 July 1971, Major Ronalaq
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4, Coleman left his position as the 10th CiD S3 on 28 August to as~
sume command ef the 92nd Assault Helicopter Company from Major
Rudolph E, Aibbott, On 31 August 16971 C Company 227th was redesig-
nated the %0th Aviation Company (Assault Helicopter). There were
two major operations this month which wltimasely were the last reg—
imentsl size opercztions to be Supported by the 10th Combat Avistion
Dattalion, O 10 August the 28th ROX Regiment was inserted into

the mountains northwest of Tuy Eoa and on 24 August they were ex~
tracted from the same zrez, On 8 August the 243rd Assault Support
Helicopter Company completed stand—dowa procedures and was redenloy-
ed to Ft. Lewis, Washington, Major Frank T, Peterlin, the commanding
officer of the %43rd, was reassigned to the 10th CAD Headcuarters

as Dattalion Executive Officer, On 10 lugust D Compuny 227th begun
stand-dovm proceedings and completed on 29 August, This eliminat—

ed the aerizl Weapons Company and reduced the 10th Combat Aviation.
Dattalion to five (5) operational companies nlus Headquarters Com~
pany. Zoth the 92nd 2nd the 192n¢ Assault Helicopter Companies com-
pleted training the VHAF .iviztors under the Improvement and Modern-
ization Program asveraging 225 hours per aviator, Other than this

the 92nd énd 192nd 2HC's continued their normal mission along with

the remainder of the battalion,

SEPTEMDER
The month of September brought : marked increace in the num-
ber of combat essaults supported by the iOth Combct Aviation Dat—

talion, Although there were no regimental size operctions, there
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were 13 battalion size insertions anc extractions, The primary
units supported belonged to the White Horse WX Infontry Division
bowever there were two combat essuults, 2 September and 11 September,
concucted for the 23rd ADVN Division, ‘Deginning on 10 Sentember

the 60th, 92nd and 192nd issamlt Helicopter Companies inserted six
Cifferent battalions ond extracted five of these battalions, the
last on 30 September, In addition to the numerons combat asswults
the 10th Combat .vi.tion Datt:lion continued ¥bs normal suppdrt

for Cam Nlank Bey Supmors Command, 23rd RVH Infantry Division, White

Horse ROX Infantry Division, CORDS, and the 17th CAG,

OCTOBER

The 10th Combat Aiviation Dattalisn continued to support the
ground forces of the seven southern provinces. of MR II during the
month of October, On & October Camp Coryell =t Dan Me Thout wes
closed which ceused the aireraft pacliage from the 92nd Assault Hele
icopter Compuny to disperse some of its ddreraft, Three (3) UH-1H
and two UH-1M remained =t Dan Me Thout while two UH~1H went to
Pleiltu and one went to Gia Nghia. During the Vietnam Presidentizl
Election period seversl sircraft from miw Troop 7/17th Cavalry and
the 197nd Assault Heliconter Compeny were sent to Doo Loc as in-
crezsed security for that zrea. There were two battarion size
operations this month, The &0th .issault Helicopter Company, with
cireraft added from both the 9Znd and 197nd isscult Helicopter Com—
pinies inserted the 2nd Dn of the 29th ROK Reziment on 2 Octoder 2nd
the 1st Dn of the 28th MOX Regiment on 10 October. On <3 Octobey
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the S0th AHC extracted the 2nd Dn 29th RGT wﬁil-i the 1st Dn 28th
RGT walked out of the field, Two wiits of the Dxttalion had very
much success during the month inflicting heovy damage to the enemy,
The 92nd Assault Helicopter Company gunships were credited with 3
bunkers destroyed and 36 enemy killed in action. ®A" Troop 7/17th
Cav was even more successfull when they were credited with destrue-
tion of an enemy hooteh complex, 10 biukers destroyed ind 25 enemy
killed in action, Truining of VNAF iAviators continued wnder +he
1& Program in both the 192nd and &th Assault Helicopter Companies

who haéd five (5) aviators ezch,

NOVEIBER

During November Vigabond zircraft were again involved in sev—
eral battalion operations, On 3 November elements of the Lith ARV
legiment 23rd ARVN Division were inserted neur Song Mao, 4 November
an RFPF force from Cinh Thuan province wes inserted nezr Phan Thiet,
on 7 November 10 Vagzbond aircraft linked up with VNAF elements to
éi¢ in the insertion of the A45th ARVI! Regoment near Phu Nhon and on
17 Vovember 12 aireraft again joined the VNAF to extract the 45th
legiment, The next two days, 18 and 19 November, the 40th Assault
Helicopter Company :cted as C&C for two insertions of elements of
the 28th and 29th Regiments respectively and then wgain on 21 Hov—
ember for an insertién of the 2nd Dn 30th ICK Regiment. Then on
26 November the clements of the 29th IOK Regiment and on 27 Nov-
ember the elements of the 30th ROK Regiment were extracted while

the 20th Regiment walked out of the field, This month found the
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_10th Combat Aiviztion Battalion strength cut even further when the
183rd Recomaissance Airplane Company began stand-~down oﬁ 1 November,
This eliminated the Dattalion's visupl reconnaissance missions for
the southern half of MR II, Doth the 19°nd cnd 50th issault Heli-
copter Companies completed training the VHAF Avi-tors attached to
them under the Improvement and Modernization Program zveraging just
over 200 hours per aviator, Again the 92nd Assault Helicopter Com—
pany and "A" Troop 7/17th Cavalry enjoyed successful months when
the 92nd AHC gunships were credited with 50 enemy KB.'s and #A" Troop,
after moving back to Pleoku for a fey cays, destroyed and c‘:amagec‘-.

several bunker complexes,




DECETER
During the month of December the 10th Combat Aviation Dattalion
"~ continued to provide sumport for the seven southern provinces of M
II to inclucde.the White Horse ROK Infantry Division, 23rd ARVN Infan-
try Division, Cam Ranh Bay Support Command and 17th CiG. As the
month progressed the 10th Dattalion's support was continually reduced
until 31 December 1971 when the 10th Combat ‘viciion Dutialion reas—
signed its two remaining units, the &0th Assault felicopter Commany
ant *4" Troop 7th Squadron 17th Cavalry, end began stand—cdown procec~
ures for future receployment o COWUS. During the month elements
of the 10th CAB supported three (3) ROK battclion combat assaults in
addition to the normal missions flown. On 1 December the 92nd As—
_sau;t‘Helicopter Compuny begun stand-down and comaleted on 31 Dee—
ember, There wcs only one major problem encounterecd, this being the
late disposition of persomnel and aircraft, On 20 December 1971 the
19%n¢ Assault Helicopter Company began its stend-down, Their schéd-

wled completion date is 20 January 1572,
Ath AH

During December the 50th A¥C continued to provide the primary
aviation support for the White lorse ROK Infontry Division, In this
capacity they proviced the majority of the uireralt and the C&C for
three ROK battalion operations, The 50th AFC also ussumed the Cam
Ranh Bay Support Commanc mission on the 20th when the 192nd started
stand-down, In order to provide the maximum support possible the

&0th AKC acquired three (3) additional UH-1E aircraft and an aerial
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weapons platoon consisting of six (&) AE-1G Cobra Gunships,
g2na AHC
During the month of December the 92nc AHC did not provide avi-
ztion support due to the fact they began stand-down procecdures on -
1 December, Everything progressed on schedule ind the deactivation
was complete on 31 December 1971,
192nd AHC
For the first twenty (20) days of December the 192nd AHC contin-
ved to provide aviation support for the combat and combat support
wiits within the seven southern provinces of MR II, During the month
the 192nc expérienced three (3) minor aireraft incidents with no
injuries to personnel, |
A/7/17 ACS
During December i Troop supported elements of the 23rd ARVN Dive
ision in areas =round Song Mao, Dalat, and Dao Loc. They also sup-
ported the Ninh Thuan Province Intelligence Flutoon at Phan Rang und
JIOC at Cam Ronh Bay. “hile in support of these various units 4/7/17
spotted several structures, bunkers, and enemy bersonnel, The gun—
ships expended their orcnance on several of these sightings result—
ing in mawy structures and bun'ers destroyed or dameged, . Troop
also inserted troops into munr of these arezs, On the 20th of Dec—
ember 4 Troop was required to muintadin a paelkage of_two (%) Cobra
gunships and one (1) OH-31 IOH at Domg Bz Thin for the Cam Ranh
Specicl Sector defense. Later in the month tuo (%) UE-1H aireraft
were also éent to Dong D2 Thin and after the 3l=t the entire nackage

will come under the operational control of Cam lenh Day Support Command,
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For the year 1971 the 10th Combat Aviation Battalion, while

Supporting the combat suoport units of Hilitary Region II, compiled

the following statistics:

Hours flown.o...o--o
Troops liftEd..o.oco
Sortiesuoonooto-ooun
Cargo hauled (tons),

.l'OI...I...t...l.lc....'..‘...89'377
.‘I!..l.0....‘....‘..0'...'...276’792
O.'l'l"..I..!..C...tl........]'?l,677
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.oo-outoot-ooo.o.-cooqit-'"00'17FOJ7
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- AYARDS 1971
ILIME ML LYARD RECETVID

E S e e i mer St ae

~ HEADQUARTERS A HE.DIUARTEDS COMPANY

WALKER, Jack 4, LTe Legion of Merit

LESTER, Roéney M\J Distinguished Flying Cross :
ACEVEDO, Ramon .., CPT Distingcuished Flying Cross

Dronze Ster for Service and Lchievement oo 37

Army Commencation Mecsl for Service and Achievement 122

Purmle Heart ' 7

Air Medsl for Valor 3

Alr Hedal &g

50T 43S4ULT HELICOPTER COMPANY

DUSAY, Ronald B, CPT Distincuished Flying Cross

GRIFFIN, James G, CPT Distinguished Mying Cross !
CROSEY, Tholon T. R 2ext Distinguished Flying Cross ‘
HAYES, Robert A, WO Distinguished Flying Cross - : |
II0CD, Charles H, Vol Distinguished Flying Cross

Bronze Star for Service and Achievement i2

Army Commendation lMedal for Service and Achievement 51

Purnle Heart 1

Air Medal for Valor 30

4ir Medel 5C

-y S e - b i s A s . mptrS o . - T i S -y Ak -

9ZWD ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY

DEIEY, Larry 2. CPT Silver Stur §Posthumous)
LUSBENEUSIN, Gerald M, SP., Silver Star (Posthumous 3
LITTLETON, John ¥, SPZ Silver Star (Posthumous
COZD, Dernardt 4, CPT Distinpuished Flying Cross
SHANAHALY, John L. CPT Distinguished Flying Cross
Dronze Stor for Service and Achievement 75
Army Cormendstion Medsl for Service ond Achievement nR1
Purple Heart . 5
Adr Medal for Valor 3
Air Mecdal G54,
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