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mmammuummmmum
complete narrative of the major activites of the 8lst Tramsportation
Company, (Lt Hsl) and the 119th Aviation Company, (Air Mobils,
mght)dmtbputyw,lmﬁwnmﬁg

mmmmmum&mumpmw
in Vietnanm riecessitates combining the unit histories of the two
ma.hcmé For purposes of centinuity the histories will
hwéam,uwwmcfmmm
and redesignation in the propar sequence of avents.

To better understand several of the problems that uwere
confronted by the units during the past year, the following
information iz provided,

After eight years of inastivity, the Slat Tmaportatim
'emmmunmnmm,m,mapma
1957. The company was equipped with twenty-ons CH~-21C helicopters.

During the next four yesys of training at Fort Rilay, the
81st participated in msny support activities through the
midvestern United States, In October of 1961 the campany began
a wostward :)mnythntuhﬁomhnllyendonthocm&al
platesu of South Vietnam, MedtMhile, an interim stop was made
in Hemaii where the company wes assigned to the 25th Infantry
Idvigion at Schofield Barraciks.

The various training exercises performed in Hewaii,
particularly in the fisld of Jungle and Guerilla warfare, well
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prepared the company for the type of flying they were to
ensounter in Vietnanm.

 On 3 August 1962, the wnit wes alerted for a POS to South
Vistnam. From 31 August 1962 to 15 October 1962, the Glst
suocessfully moved men and equipment to its new home in Pledim,
South Tietnam. Under the command of Major Ceorge Aldridge, Jr.
the company was fully opsrational by the 15th of Ootcber.

Of interest is the fact that the men of the Slat learned
thatthéirteurinﬁmﬂmldmsmmmhum
of the Vietnam tour on a two month for one month basis. Tiws,
m&ﬁé@-uﬁmmwgmwmmw
rather than the normal twelve,

Perhaps the most fitting explanation for the year 1963
ia that it was a year of change, The following hiatory will
abtempﬁtéshwthatﬂuotﬁomuﬁmofthetuompanm
met the many necessary changes with flexibility, agressiveness
and maginetion, There in lies the secrst to the success of the
sutmmwmwmmmmmumwmw
II Corps Tactical sone,.
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ADMINISTRATION

The new year of 1963 started like all years in Fleiku, Vietnam, with the
wind blowing the powdery red dust into swirls that rose more furiously
whenever a CH~21l Helicopter hovered off on a mission, Major George Adridge Jr
was in comsand of the 8lst Transportaticn Company (Light.;j;ﬁelicopher) with
Captain Paul Anderson serving as his exscutive Officer, zcaptm Floyd
Tiemann directed the Operations of the Compeny while lst Sgt Melvin Staples
served as troop commander. Together they presided over a company of 13
Officer, 26 %Warrant._ Officers, 87 Enlisted Men, and 19 CH-2l Helicopters
organized into two Platoons.

The mountein vacation-land of Vietnam, as Pleiku is referred to, is a
dusty, red, windswept mnf*f.op upon which rested an antiquated French
Airstrip and rows of tents mixed in with the rising "hootches of the
future,” nsoughmh things as showers wefe a luxery, there were compensations
mmatﬁeémhamshmmmmmppﬁsmmmthe Lresh
air one could want was available. The cool nights, all realized, were a
blessing in a tropical country like Vietnsm where the heat and humidity can
make one wake up thinking he had just taken a hot shower and had forgotten
to dry off.

Soon came March, and on the 18th of that month the coumand of the
Company changed hands, At a ceremany which ssw green tabs exchanged by
the Commanding Officer, the Exscutive Officer, and the lst Sergeant, with
their successors, Major John Wi Martin, Captain Richaerd F. Beck, and
lat Sgb Melvin Lee were installed. Captain Donald Cogiins sssumed the

position of Operations Officer. The company had grown considerably,




and the new command staff presided over & unit of 32 Officers, 32 varrant
Officers and 118 Enlisted Men.

Trensition was on its way in. The first trengition was in the clizate,’
The wind gave usy to clouds, the clouds to rain, end the cust to mude ¥hat
bafore hed besn soft dust became a sea of mud, Dut as the weather changed,
so did the landscape. Where there had been tents, there were now wooden
barracks and 3P lining the walkways., what had been referred to as old
Pleiiku wes renamed Camp lHolloway on 15 May in honor of CWO Charles L.
Holloway who had been killed in action, The outdoor theatre was replaced
by an indoor movis house with projection booths named for Floyd lavis uho
had been killed in an aireraft accident earlier in the year, S5idewalis
uemplanmd,uﬁstmtwbomwm.ahamzamuhopmd
lammdry, the Wetsu Inn EM Club and the BYG Inn Officers Cludb, Rosds
began to be forged.

The zreatest transition, however, came in Oensral Ordcr_\zg_ég UBARY1S, -
dated li June 1963, which inactivated the Slst Trangportation Company and
activated the 119th Aviation '.';axpmy: #ith a change in name carw & change

in structure and equipment. The CH«21ls were crated up and replaced by new
UB-13 (iluey) Helicopters. A third platoon was formed to accomodate the new
*flying tigers" those UH-1B eireraft armed with the X¥-6 Hachine Jun Kit
and 16 2.75 Hocket Pods. The 676. Mu3 gave way to 675, and the SLSth
Transportation letachment and 70th 3ignal Detactments ul.ag,; transistioned
their equipment and training in erder to maintain support for their

parent unit. 7ilots were re-trained, snd mechanica and crew chliefs

attended schools conducted by Bell Helisopter representatives to re-train

e
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in their respective jJobe, Soon the transition was finished, without
losing momentum in our field operations Captain Ceggins, having completed
& job well dones, turned operations over to Captain Billy Tedlock in July
of 1963 to beoome 3rd Platoon lesder,

Time seems never to stand still nor does change. The transitionover,
personnel changes began to take place, New Commanders began to take the
helm as the predecessors returned to CONUS Doctor George Imgraham, flight
surgeon and Commanding Officer of the 9ith Medical Detachment which
services the 119th Ava Ce, turned over his command to Captain inthony 3
Klein, Captain wWainford Cantrell, Commanding Officer of the 70th Sfgnal
Avionics Detachment exchanged places Wi th Captain James Weatherman, and
as Jeptember aprroached, so did a change of command in the 119th Aviation
Cempany. v

On 4 Septeaber 1963 vefore a ceremony witnessed by Ceneral Siillwell,
Commanding General of USA3GY, Majer Martin gave his leadership tabs to
Najor Donald A Smith., Major Smith assumed command of LS Officers, 9
warrant Officers, and 123 Enlisted Men., Shertly thereafter, lst gt lae
handed his troop command over te lst Sgb Joehn H Buteher,

The rainy season started ceming to an end, and everyone celedrated
at a gigantic party thrown by the 119th Avn Co which attracted Cfficers frem
all of II Corps. Entertainment ineluded radio personslities fwom Saigon
and local minstrals of Old Fledku, Barbacued water duffalc was smong the
exotic foods served at the feast., Twe trailer leads of free beer were
devoured by thirsty combat crewmen. Bub the end of the rainy season was
not all the troops were celebrating, The barbershep and laundry were an
operating reality as well as cement walks, FEeads were near cempletion




and new hangers and maintenance areag wers already in use. A nsw motor pool

was just around the corner, and was completed in December a tennis and besiet-

ball court adjoined by a vollyball court. In addition a new X ond a library.

wera on the schedule.
By Christuas 1963 the library, new PX, new Motor pool and roads became

But with all the changes in personnel, commanders, equipment
The

a reality,
and aircraft, Old Pleiku still maintaing soms of its old traditions,

ever present wind, dust, or mud,




During the delay, the Viet Comg forces had withdrewn from the Plei Mrong

area, leaving behind not only a mumber of Mountagnard easualties, but also

8 legacy of ceamp conspirmey that was to coms under the slose sorutiny of

IT Corps commnders. Nevertheless, the Blst Trans. Company had reacted to |
the crisis az rapidly ss circummtances permitted, providing mich needad |
relief fur the men of Flei Mromg.

Tuelve days later, on 15 January, the company found that the Viet Cong
domtalmysnithdm.. In & small landing area approximagely cight miles
scutheast of Dak Bot, thbrs ships of the Slst. were hit by a total of
eleven rounds. The lead adrcraft, piloted by 1/Lt. John D. Lewis., picked
wmﬁth&gemjmmortommmmmmm Later
intelligence was to reveal that the ARVN troope landed in the area reported
no contect with the Viet Cong.

Az if to point ocut the impertance of the attack on Pled Mrang, Goneral
Earle Wbesler, Chiaf of Staff, United States Army, and a party of thirtye
one arrived at New Plaiim airfield on 20 Jenwsry and were flown to Plai
Mromg by the 8lst. Included in General Wheeler's party were Lt. Gen. Theodore
PW,MWW#M,MMUSW}MWM?R&
Krulak, Chief of Counter Insurgency, US. Parine Corps; and Major Oensral
Charles Timmes, Chief, MAAG, Vietmam,

Throughout the month of January the 8lst. Trans. Company continued
to provide support to the Kontum, Cheo Reo, and Ban Ms Thuot on a full time
basis supporting the 23rd. Infantry Division. Future events would nrove
that the Ban Me Thuot srea was not only a rugged and dangerous location for
pdlots, but also was afine traiming ground for the inmxperienced pilots
who were beginning to arrive in the cempany.




OPERATIONS

The warning order came at 0315 bours on 3 Jamuary, 1963. Plsi Mrong, &
Spesial Ferces striie force treiming camp 25 miles north of Fleiky had been
attacked and overTun by an estimated battaliom of Viet Jong. Trsachery and
colusfon within the campy had allowed tho first elements of the attacking force
to enter the cemp without resistance, Now, in the early hours of the morning,
Captain William Grace, Leader of Special Porves tean 3/h at Plei Frong, was
gending out sr emergency message rosuesting heliborns reinforcemssnts in fice of
the wviclicug surprise attack.

At Old Pledku, home of the 81lst Transportation Company, Lt Hel, Hajor
Ceorge Aldridge, commander of the Compsny, hed wakened his men in preparetica
for a posaible troop 1ift to Plei Mrong. mmixy, at 0530 hours oonfirmation
af the impending disaster srrived at ths Country Cludb (1), with an initial
requeat for ten JH 21 helicopters., Details for the first lift into the preposed
landing zone were completed and at 0650 hours the first 1if¢ of ten CH 21'as took
off fron Country Club. With Hajor Aldridge and CWO Paul Bertrand in the lead
airerait, the first f1ight set down 4in a landing sone spproximetely one kilometer
nortrsast of Pled Mrong. Plan ealled for the aircraft to roturn to a staging
srea, Flying continued thet day until 1630 hours, with & total of 560 treops and
6110 pounds of anmunition being lifted into the iwmediste Plel Virung area,

Of intersst wam the fmct that there had apparently been & break down in
omcesaanicats o be:ﬁmn Captain Orace snd the outside world, csusing a delay of
more than three hoars bafore the troops could be lifted in to redrforcs the hamlet.
(1) "™Country Club® was the tower call sign until redesignated Holloway on 15
Kay.




Replacerents. sar-kmwnommtomminu-m,
and slowly but surely the 8lst m \ stting new blood, new blood to replace
theoldgomghmaﬂcrm::lze;:mmthtourm?icm With the
mmhummmwr»ammwwquax;mm
mmugmormmmwmummuncomﬁumt
interfsring with normal operations, sm &a ‘many of the pllots arriving
wmldboheshfbmtﬁgh&ocbool,mmmmwmtmt
mmmmemam;mxwhdmmmmum
even an experienced hand. mu,auﬁa#naxauzhmofmmsm
m,wimlmlmmunm.mmquindatmrymplmmt
Seriving in the 8lst. anmmmmmfouwm
shoulders of Captain Floyd Tieman, operations officer. It would be this
tradning progrem that would have te carry the 8lst. in the months ahesd
when the experienced pilote departed for CONNS, Jamiary becams February,
and on the £ifth of that month Gemersl Chrles Tivmes arrived from Saigen
for an inspection toure Members of the Slst. flew the Genswsl to Cheo
Reo and points muhmu-__wwmh'mﬁminmmmm
mmtmmdammumbommmumm.

It was on 6 Feb. the Compeny received word of sn RB 26 aireraft
that had ermshed somswhere north of Pleiku. For the next two days
helicopters ware diverted frem the nermal missions to search far the
downed aircraft. On the aftermoom of the sixth of Febrmary, aircraft
from the 8lat located the wreckage of the B 26 25 miles morthest of Pleiku
end immediately ferried ARVN Rangers into the area to secure the aircyaft,
Accompanying the ground party on thedw wey into the wreckage wes Sgt EeS
Eenneth Martin of the 70th Signal Detachment. Thanks to Sgt Martin's




eftwh,mnﬁmﬂmmuﬂh“hmmmummdmm
alreraft from the 8lst. Once he had resched the site, Sgt. Hartin relayed the
mmthatcnlymbo@mubom.-mncnappamtmtmm-
can navigator snd the Vietnamese obeerver had psrachuted to safety. ¥hile
Sgte Nartin remained on the ground to discomnect and remove the woapons fram
the B 26, and intensive air sesrch began for the tuwo survivors.
ummmormmtammg.u.mn.mwo@mmw
mmm,mtmmww.m% Despite the
m.ammmmmmmmwmwwztmawn
u,mmmnms.wm. A vertical approach was required to
make the landing, and & vertical ssoent nseded to take off,
Shortly after the rescue of the Amsriean, an sircraft piloted by CWO
wmmmmmmttmamammmwmvum
obsurver, It uas lesrnsd that the two survivers bad indeed parachuted to
safety while the pilot rode the aireraft down to his deeth.
mmh,mm-mmoxpm,ummmuwam
xmmmmnmmanemmmuiwmmammaw
mmumwazmmnrmmzmumwmm
Viet Cong Battalion, Not one of the tuenty helicopters involved were siruck
by ground fire. A possible explanation for this suscess came from Captain
Paul Anderson, Bssoutive Officer of the Slst, who reported in his after-
mission veport thats
Support rendered by the two RB 26's was
outstanding. Pre-gtrikes as planned wers
executed with preeision end in all
instances as requasted by the control
sireraft. (2)

(2) From 2 coubat after-mission repert dated 8 Feb 63.




In contyast to the mission on 8 Feb., was the assault mission of 20
Feb, Again combining with the Sth Trens, Company, the 8lst. sent three
ships to Guang Ngai in the pro-asseult brisfing. Pilots wers instrueted
not to lay down supressive fire wnless tiey were fired upen, Consequently,
of the three ships sent by the Olst, two were struck by Commmist ground
five while landing. mmumen.mmﬁm.mm.
pineyaffmfiﬂngwhihhndinginmmnm

Pardng tie month of February, two of the Company CH 21's crashed and
were declared total losses, On the gixth of the month,56=2 037 piloted by
m.wmnmmmmwammlﬁimmdmmug
in the traffiec pattern while on a teaining mission. Eyouitnesses to this
crash claim that tho helicopter fell 1fke a leef untdl it Mt ground gedng
beckwards. | |

A

On 11 Feb, 893, flown by OWO Michael Martin and 1/Lt Willism Zensen

srashed while atitempting & pimmacls approach northesst of Dak To. A Wigh
density altitude and the 5000 foot pinnacle were the factors causing this
erash. Both pilots and the two crew mexbers escaped witheut injuries,
2 Feb, uas a day that brought grisf to Old Pleiku and mewbers of
mam,fwmmmwwmmﬁiummmtlm.
mmmmawmnlwtuﬁiéﬂwm}nmmguamm
boaxd & CH 21C that was stationed at Ban Me Thumot., HeCarey's aircraft
wag orbiting at 1500 feet uwhile on a mercy medicel evacuation misziom in
the vicinity of Phan Thiet, III Corps. The fatel wound, believed to have
been fired from a Gal. 30 auttesatic weapon, struck PFC MoCarey in the
back. Of iuterest are the actions of the other alroraft on this mission.
The two CH 21's had been ordered to perform the medical evacuation in a
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relatively insemire areas., Red panels and red smoke would be used by the
ground party to indicate a secure landing sone. While ene airoraft erbited
(the ene in which MeCarey was flying), the second helicopter, pileted by
1/Lt Robert Seiler, started an approach to a preperly designated landing
areamrketbyred penels and red smoke when a man in a red hat appeared
giving hand signals. When the aircraft had descended teo an altitude of _
Lifty feet and was preparing to touch down, enemy ground fire suddenly babke
out on all sides, Lt Seller immediately aborted the landing and began a
gowaround, Fire from the greund shot away cne of the hanger bearings in the
aircraft, and a forced landing was mede cnly a few hundred yards frem the
enenmy ground forces., Fortunately, the selected touchdown area was the
site of an ARVN artillery wnit, This bold attempt by the Viet Cong te
lure an American helicopter inte close firing rsnge strengly reemphasised
the neceasity for clesely checking and rechecking all insecure landing sones.
By March, the 8lst, Trans. Company had instituted the transition pro-
gram for new replacements without sacrificing operatiomal rediness, However,
it was the opinien of many of the eofficers that the Company should have set
uid‘e 2 certain mmber of aireraft each day for transition alone., It was
their contention that a few weeks of concentrated training in place of one
or two Administrative flights per day, would better prepare the newer pilets
for the day when they would becoms aircraft commanders. Because of the
large influx of pilots during the month of February, and because normal missi-
ons had to be carried out, many of the new pilets did not have a chance te
complets his tranzition into the CH~2l, Hewever, at no time was a man sent
into the alr until he was cohsidersd fully capable by the unit standardisation
pilot,




General James Collins, Commander US Army, Pacific, arrived at Old
Plelku on 13 March for an iﬁépection tour of the airfield and its facilities,
During his stay, General Collins presented several airmedals to the members
of the 8lat Trans. Company.

Major George Aldridge flew his last combat assault mission in Vietnam
on 15 March before being replaced by Majer John W Martin., .ignificant on
that day was the arrival of the Utility Tactical Transport Company from
Saigon to support the combined mission of the 8lst and Bth Traya. Companies,
This marked this first time that either of the two helicopter companies in
II Corps had used the armed UHLB helicopters for support. Staging out of
An Khe airfield, the 8lst and the 8th assamlted a steep ridgeline to the
South=west of An Khe, making three lifts into two different drop zones.
Original plans called for the use of three drop zone, but inclement weather
in and around the second area forbid its use, While trying to land on the
sharply inlined ridgeline, many of the CH 2l's encountered difficulty, not
only because of the slope, but alsmo because of the high elephant grass and
aé;;re turbulance, resu}ting in a number of overspeeds and overboosts,
During the after mission dq«briefing the problems found in the landing areas
were closely analyzed, with the resulting conclusion that a proper low level
recommaisance of the area had not been made. It was decided that future
pre~mission recons would include a careful low level drag over the area if it
was at all feasable,

The Ban Me Thuot area once again reared up and dealt the 8lst. a sad blow .
On 21 March, PFC Floyd Davis, an eighteen year gumner, was fatally injured when
the H 21 on which he was crewing lost power and altitude simultaneously while

taking off out of a steep valley. Both pilots, CWO O'Cain and WO Bobby L.




By the end of March the 81st.. was in the precess of completing an elmest

one hundred peroent. ohangemr 1n personnel. Many of the peraonnel concerned
were leaving m_sm for the first time after joining the cempeny when it was
reactivated in 1957.. The many years of working together was the primsry cause
for the unit's success upon arriving _in Vietnam., During the period 15 Octeber
1962 through 18 March 1963, the 81st Trans, Compeny and its attached unit, the
545 Transportation Detachment (CHFM), Skth Medical Detachment and the 70th
8ignel Detaclnneﬁt performed in such a msnner as %o earn a recommendation for the
Aviation Meritorious Unit Commendation from Colsnel Hal MoGewen, Senior

| Advisor, II Corps. While engaged in oombet support of II Corps during the
aforementicned peried, the 81st flew 4,262 hours of combat suppert time,

hauled 932,637 pounds of cargo, 161,69 puujgm, and flew 26 assanlt missions,

The stremgth ef the unit would now be towted to see whehhorornqt
inexperienced pilots could carry en the tradition of efficiency so fimmly
started. Further, the training received by aviators at Port Wolters and
Fort Rucker was to be scundly tested,

The 52nd Aviation Battalion, whose advance perty had been in Old Pledku
since the middle of Maroh, offically assumed command of the Blst, Tranapor-
tation Company on 1 April 1963, Commanded by Lt. Col, William C, Seibert, the
Battalion Headqugrters premised mere support for the companies, not only
operationally but also administratively., Oune of the larges heliborne assaults
in ﬁhe history of Vietnam took

-12.




plane on the third ef April, Nick-nsmed eperation "LinDoi", the asssult saw
helicepters from the Slate Transe. Coe, the 8th, Trans, Co., and the 33rd, Trans,.
Co, fwom Bien Hoa supported by the UTT helicopter Co, land in a large sloping
field Northeast of Ban Me Thuot, Despite the large mmber of aircraft, the
operation went off extrsmely smoethly thanks to the effective ground contrel
party commanded by Lt, Hareld Huff ef the 8lst,

Two supply missions in the month of April are notewerthy in that they
brought importaht items to previocusly isolated areaz, On the 12th of the
motith & CH-21 piloted by CWO Rhonda Schumen and Lt. Heward Sesvell landed
en top of a 4722 foot mountain tem kilometers nerth of Pleiku, bringing a
vital cargo of fuel and foed for the now Signal relsy site. Henceforth, the
mountain was ;&uod Signal Mountain, |

One day later, anether CH 21 piloted by Lt, Wayne Hanson and Lt, Roland
Davis ferried the first gemerator into the Special Farces team at Mang Buk,
mm&mu@t'qummmfm the first time,

Rediztributing and resettling the refugee Mountagnard peoples was mad
will continue to be an important concept in the war in Vietnam. On the
twelfth of April, General Paul Harkins Commander MACY arrived at New Pleilu
airfield ’and was transperted by the 8lst to inspect a new stragetic hamlet
et Dak Bot., The General and his party received a warm welcome from these
people who were later to lsarn that their location was not as idial as
it seemed,

In the early hours ef the merning on 27 April 1963, the Viet Cong success-
fully attacked and overrsn an ARVN artillery unit at the village of Vic Klum
to the north and east of Flateam Gi. The 818t was alerted on the morning of
the 27th and immediately scrambled all available aircraft for a troop lift

13-




into Vic Klum. Tive aircraft departed Country Club for the staging area at
Kontum sirfield vhere they vers joined by two other CH 71's from the Blst
that had been diverted from snother mimsion and two VNAT He3L's, for a

total of rine aircrefi. Ihe mission of the 8lat wes to haul reinfurcemsnts
into the beseliged arca and to heul the many weunded out. On the Zirst 1ift
only seven out of nine helicopters wsere &sile %o land in the drop zine becau-
se of the intense enewy fiyre. A MAAG advisor on the ground later reported
that the Viet Cong had appirently surrcunded the -~ tize landing site and
were firing at 21l aircraf’ as they landed. Aircraft number 56 2 032,
piloted by CWO Andrew Pull:n and Li.. Jewati Powler escaped near disaster
when a mortsr round exploded direcily in frem of thelr aireraft on take off,
sending fragments through the glasy buble. Escauss ¢f the extendod ground
time needed to losd the cssuslties into the helicopters, the Viet Cong had
time to zero in on the waiting airsraft,

The 27th of April wan the first taste of combat for many of “he pilots
in the 8lst, as well as for the new gunnery platoon frem the 25th Infantry
Division in Hawaii. Commainded by Lt. Jeorge Hartford, this pletosn was
extected to promded skilled firepower fram the gumners position om the CH
2l. During the next three manths thiz platoom was to prove its worth time
and time again,

Hormal resupply missions at Ban Me Thont and Kontum were earried out
by the company throughout April, keeping ARVN well stocked with rice, fish,
pigs, and many generous jnortions of Nuoc Pane

As April turned into May, the company received word of a three day
misgion in the Luang N¥hai srea. Combining egain with hellcopters from
the 8th Trans, Company &t Ghi Fhon, the 81lst departed for (uang Mbai on




the third of May with 13 CH 21's, where it joinsd with the helicopters fym
Qui Nhon, from there the two compsnies mawed north to Tem Ky, where they were
Joined by the armed UHIB helicopters from the UTT. Tam Ky, & small and
m:k'emelydustyairstrip along the South China Sea was to be home for the
next three days. Nen came equipped with field hear and the barest necsssities
madndﬁo!eeep their aircraft flying for the diration of the mission,

© On'the day os the first assault, both compsnies made total of eleven
lifts inte an extremely poor landing mome to the southwest ef another small
and dusty airfield called Tra Hy, Almoet 1600 trecps were set down amidst
large boulders in the middle of a river, an 17 that serely taxed both
aireraft and pilot4, The briefing prior te take off had assured the pilote
that they would be landing on mef8 sandbars, snd would encounter littls
diffieunlty, Shortly after first 1ift two phrases were coined that will live
forsver in the minds of the pilote who flew that days "The ¥alley of Death,"
and "Texas sand Pars,"

The remaining two days were uneventful as the helicopters resupplied
the assanlt troops with sling loads, Upon concluding the requirements of
the mission, the Blst returned with the Bth to Qui Nhon to pull last mimte
madntensnce before returning to Pleiku,

A major project ﬂﬁ' the rest of the month was to obtain a respectable
degree of flyability so that the norma) missioms could be carried out.

The bulk of May flying took pi.nce at Ban Me Thuot where a crew of six was
stationed with three aircraft, Decsuse of the maintenance difficulties

now being experienced by the company, the long range activities carried

on by the Ban Me Thmot airgraft proved to be a burden on the 8lst Maintenance

section, and on the 545 (CHFM) Det,

-15-



It was therefore decided by MACV, that support of the Ban Me Thuot area would be
by the LSth battalion since it was in III Corps ares.

One of __bhe m&e upectacul&r displays of flying skill of the year
occuri-ed during Msy between Ban Me Thuot and Dalat. Lt Philip Kimak,
flying aircraft mmber 51-896 suffered & compdete engine failure while
over the 'h:mh.,l uneven terrain that exiéte south of Ban Me Thumot, In order
te set his helicepter dewn without damage, Lt Kimak had to complete a 390
degree autorotation to 2 small clearing at am altitude of 4700 feet, which,
by coinetdence, was the only flab area within ten miles.

One of the more importent events in the history of the past year was
the renaming of the Old Pleiiu eomplex., Lt Col, Sibert Commanding Officer
of the 52d Aviation Battalion put into writing the proclamaticn that the
field Wmld he longer be called the Country Club, but weuld be remsmed in
honsr of CWO Charles Helleway who was killed in December 1963, The
official designatien eof the airfield became Hollowsy Army Airfield, and the
camp was uncffically called Camp 'ﬂollw.

' The persistent rumoer that the 8lat would be the first H 21 Company in
Vietnam to reorganise under the ROAD concept and receive brand new UHLB
turbine powered helicopters, becems a fact early in Jume, At this point
all H 21 tramsition for the mew pilots reperting into Holloway stopped,
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and thone silote who had ab ons timo bean inzxperiencad but who had boanr
baptized st Tam Ky shouldard the load with the flysbls siroraft avaflabls.

A% An ¥he airfield, thess pilots proved that their sucesss at Tan Ky
had baex no flake when they sucoessfully navigatsd the perils of arsa ‘Hige
¥ey, ai t3ssult landing area nortbeast of the airfield. Finally, then, the
training program, ths long hours of practice on slow time alrcraft had paid
off, carning the rospect of the velaran pilote of the 8th, as well az a
perzanal rerpeet forr the CH 21,

Paybaps more than sy other month, Jupe wus the month of chanre. Iach
day seeningly produced worse westher than the day before, and rmadually the dust
that had soated doth men and machine wes replaced by an ever despening sea of
mad,

The normal rosurply runs o Mang Suk, Platesu G4, and remote Spocial
Fforeoes Cawmpz boceme battles between the pllot, the sircraflt and the seather,
Impatisnt MALS sdvisore on the ground - could not resdily umieratsnd why the
pdlots would abort missions Decause of turbulance or bad weather, and as a
raspll hoth aviator and sdvisor grew short of temper,

However, on 27 June the first of the new "Husys" arrived in siyon, and
crowe consisting mainly of nevw pilots who had been assigned to the {lst because
of their TH1R flying experienee, wont $0 Szigon to ferry the aircraft to
¥ha Trang where the transition progran would take place,

Mearwhile, effective 1li Jume 1563, the Blst, Trepsportation Coumpany,

Lie fele woa redesipneted the 11l7th Avistion Compeny, (Air Mobile iight)
per Jensrsl Ovder #236. Reorpanization of the Cémpany would have to weit until
the Tull compliment of tuenty-five UH1S's srrived in Plalloi.

In order to instizete & transition progrem that would pot serlously huaper

support aperstions in the Corpe ares, ajor Hartin cecided to lesve hulf the
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empmyinmﬂmtoﬂymwﬂwhiletmothwhaumttommm
houmiorgotrainingintheUHlemﬂngthefiratbmemhefJuly. Once
enough pilots bad bLeen ‘trained in the nsw helicopter, they would fly eight of
the new ships byck to Camp Holloway where they would take up supporting II
Corps while the other helf of the company transiticned,

Training at Mha Trang consisteddof the follewing items: Actual flight
traneition was made of ten hours of inatruction, TFor those pilots who would
beceme a part of the new ermed platoon there was an additional three howr
block of inatructien on the weapons system, to include practice firing runs
with machine gun and rocket kdits, In addition te ths flying, an eleven
heur ground school was taught by ths Mcbile training team from Fort Rucker,
Alsbems, in accordance with Department of Army Regulations,

CHZanghtainthemocnt.hutJulyweromaﬂnodtoﬂurempp]yotMlngm,
Platean Gi, and a remote outpest near the Laotian berder, Polel Jar, Take offs
almost every da,y» uere delayed until almost moon because of the highly inclement
weather. On 20 July, the Advisory Team at Kentum asked if two CH 21's from
the 119th could participate in a fly by in memery of SGT. Freeman, the only
American killed when the Viet Cong overran the ocutpost at ¥ic Klum, This
‘mission was accomplished in conjunction with the 73rd Aviation Companys

Finally, one afternoon in the middle of July, the first Hueys belonging
to the 119th Aviation made their appearance over Camp Holloway. It was shortly
after their arcival that the UHlB'a began to show their merit, and on 27 July
the Compeny achieved an Army Aviation first in Vietnam. On that date, an
assault missigf was flown into a landing sone at an altitude of 4700 feet the
highest yet flcwn against the Viet Cong, A totel of {8 troops were 1ifted
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into the landing area by seven transport UHLB's, escorted by three of the
company's oun ammed "Tiger" Huel's. Of primery importsnce is the fact thet
this landing 2000 would have been nearly inaccessable o the CH Zl. Fram
this date om, the nature of landing aress could be radically altered) greater
height and more confinement could be easily sccommodated by the Hueye

Tt was in the month of Angust, after the second half of the Company hed
returned from ¥ha Treng, that the high percent of aircraft availability
began to pay off. From 9 Aug 63, through 22 Aug 63 &ix major asssult type
nkasions were flown against the Tiet Cong forcee in II Corps. Ranging far and
wide, from tho lactian and Cambodian borders to the eastern coastal regions,
mw’imnbletorapidlymhmlnbomitim,agamltmwn
Cong, With little or no worry about unexpectaed maintenance difficulties.
Cver 800 troops were lifted into seven diffeyent sites an 35 coubat sorties
o the six miswions.

Of secondary importance during tids time uwas the fact that the Compemy
was still, in theory, testing the UH1B, Different techniques and different
loads were tested under actual combat conditions, It uas found that edght
troops were the maximum thet could be safely transported on an essault
mission in II Corps. Firther, it wves learned that the additicn of & thirtye
seven pound wodght in the tail boom helped to counteract the shift of the
center of grevity when fully loaded. The Tiger Platoon also experimented with
various patterns of escort and attack until the most economical systems could
be obtained. Betueen the cambat assamlts and the resupply missions, the
Company*s flight time for the month of August excesded 1350 hours, which was
considerebly moze than the R 21's had mensged during their last montha in
Pledku.



Into September flew the Dragons of Camp Holloway, a name inspired by the
new Company patch which replaced the 8lst grasshopper. Flights originating
at Camp Holloway could end up almost anywhere in I, II, or III Corps. Under
the command of Major Donald A Smith who had replaced Major Martin in early .
September, the cémpany also flew numerous assault missions in which the drop
Zones were once again steep ridge lines or small clearings in the jungles,
proving to ground advisors that helicopters could place troops into combat
under almost any given condition.

With speakers blaring and leaflets falling, a new type of helicopter
could be found flying over II Corps terrain during September, the Psycologiéal
Warfare ahip\‘, Flying alone over hostile terrain, the mission of this ship
was to spread information to both the friendly and enemy forces. Consequently
it was not an uncommon event for the "Pgy War" ship to return home with a
bullet hole to show for its work,

Highlight of the month wag, of course, the visit of Mr. McNamara Secretary
of Defense, Chairman of Joint Cheifs of Staff and General Taylor Maxwell to
view for themselves the war in Vietnam, in particular, the effect of the
Bhuddiast uprisings on the national war effort. To accommodate the large
htmber of visitors and reporters who were traveling with the Secretary of
Defense, the Company was divided into two flights, one for the VIP's and
one for the reporters, called "Flashbulb Flight®, The lead ship was flown
by Lt. Col Sibert and Capt, Robert Jones. Capt Floyd Tieman was the leader of
"Flashbulb Flight," with Lt Michael Christain serving as his co-pklot,

The Itenerary for the first day 26 September called for the Company to
pick up Mr McNamara at Quang Ngai airfield and transport him to a rehabilita-
tion center southeast of the ci$y, and return.
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0o the 27th of Septesber, the 119th picied Mr, Mcewara and General
MwwstamncmmthmwmmﬂmM"'
Mrong osmp. Froo Plei Mrong, the party journied to Eontum to meet their
vaiting airoraft. For his cosporation with the press sccompanying Mre
mmamnmm.wmmmm.uswamm
fyon the Sesrntary of Defenses press secretary.

Certainly one of the major accamplishmente of this past yeer, or sny
yoar for that mettor, was the sttaimment of the ten-thousand hour flying mark
ia Vietnen on 5 Sesteber 1963, It is feportant to renmber that the Olat.
with its CH 21's put mest of the time on this regord, but that the 115th with
the UH1B helicopters enabled the company $o reach this mark in less than ae
year, ocounting time from 18 Septesber 1962, Raflseted in this record is the
great ability of the madintensmee seotions of 0lst and 115th Melicopter eampae
nies, working closely with the SLSth (CHPM) Det, and the TOth Signal Det,
For uithout their fine support the finest pilobts in the world could nob get
the aircraft into the alre

In direct contrest with the delayed rescticu for tiw Plel Nrong wission
on 3} Jaruary, was the csmpeny yeaction to a Viet Cong attsck on Dak Bot on
1 OQctoters 3ix otclock im the morming found Najor Smith runndng through the
compound waking his pdlots in preparation {or the troop 1lift to Dek Bote
less than coe howr later, Assistant Opessidons Officer Lt. Anthony Viciers
reported that the ships were returning to Hollowsy for the second lift,

A quick look at the terrein between Platesu (04 and Manyg Buk would be
enough to discourage only the most delicated of men from attempting to build
& road botween theoe tus cosge. Pugged velleys and thick Jumgle cover almost
svery aguere foot of land, No whare m.ummmmmma'mum



hut to podnt out civilization to the humen eye. However, thanis to the efforts
of the 119th Atlation Company, during the manth of October a group of smsriecen
and ARTH engineers were sble to canstruct & roed comecting thece two cutposts,
mmmthymabuwmmHmmerwmw
Mmmtm&imdmm wmmmmamnmm
mxwmmmmu@mswwmwm
ednetruction movinge Small LuearSien soch as madl end beer were often loaded
mmmmMmommwmw It 1s safe o say
thet without hellcopter suppert, tine ncedod to conmtruct the rosd would heave
oorily doubled,

Enmt?mmmhofmmcmmwmtmmrmm.
'mmuummmgWMmmmwm FormatSons goemnd
wyzmm.mmm.mm.mmaummsmm.
Ho langer were the pllots of the 119th the fsexpmrienced hands, snd it wae
tign for otherz 4o vatoh and tsks advioe.

Boports of a Vist Cong Battalion moving eastunrd froa the lactian border
tovard the vicindity of Hang Buk provided the fmpotus for a serdes of seesult
mdssions run during the month of Novewber. On the 16th, 18th, aud the 29th
of the month, the I19th hviation Compeny staget out of Tantum for rdssioe
runrdng to ths narth sod esst ageinst this Pattolion.

Imedistely after the sucosseful ooup In Sziszon which brought Semmrel
m into power, the Tiet Coug attempted to capitalize upon the confusion that
exiatod ir the minds of the people. The nwder of hareesing, attacking snd
Mxmmmmnmww:m-nmcwmm
memum,wmm%msmmww
 eonvinge the poopla thet the new rulsrw in Saigon were actuslly mmders of
the Viet Cong. To coumter this Shribs,the PRy ar® ohip flew overtie,
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broadcasting the results of the soup via tape and dropping thousands of
leaflata on the hamlets,

The 119th Aviation Cempany suffered its first major orash with a UHLB
helicopter when on 18 November, 2022 of the armed platoon crashed between
Camp Holloway and New Pleiku airfisld. Despite the extensive damage %o the
adreraft, all crew membera escapsd with their lives, Lt William Head, and
& gunner from the 25th Infintry Divisicn were evacusted to Nha Trang's -

Eight Field Hospital for further earej Head with a broken back, and the gunner
with a skull faoture,

After a Thanksgiving dinner shared with Vietnamese orphans rm the tomn
- of Pleiku, the Company prepared to greet the month of December and its lomely
holidays auwsy from home. Viet Cong activity had showed considersbls, yet
during the fivet wesk of the month the company ren two assault missions, one
to the north of Pledln:, and one to the asuth, To the north, the mission run
along the Laotian border was conducted for the purpose of blocking Viet Cong
forces who used the Lorder as W. A 14ttde more than a week later,in the
same landing zone, Henry Koja, a crew chief on board 2013, was shot and wounded
in the head by a Communist sniper. Koja wes evacuated to Nha Trang, though his
oondition was not serious, .

The mission to the south was staged out of Cheo Reo, lifting a Meuntagnard
Strike Force into a landing area southeast of Dak Bot. Adcompanying the Strike
Force was Det, A of the 1lith Special Forces, This team was moving with the
Mountagnards for the purpose of securing a ocamp near Plei Da Nang LZ from where
the An Khe - Cheo Reo road could be closely observed and eventually secured,

A secondary but important resson for the troop 1ift was the fact that this area
south of Dak Bot had 4n recent months becoms infested with Viet Cong, Onm



several occasions the VO had moved into Mountagnard willages and forced the
people to act as slaves, transporting equinment., 3Special Forces hoped to
eliminate tieae acts of terrorisp.

Those nilots of the 119th who had been stationed at Ban Me Thuot during
the past vear were saddened to learn of the death of Captain Neura, USAF advisor
to the Vietnamese running Pyremid Control, the control rader eite, Transports
and armed shiss from the company helped to search for the downed Otter in
which Heura wig & pagssenger,

As the end of the yeer approached, members of the 119th could loock bhack
on & year full of change and challenge. TFor some it was not yet & full -ear,
for others who had been here longer and had seen the growth of the company
s1ll the way through the Blst, it hed been & ssatiafying year, Though Pledku has
little to offer in the way of recreation and relaxation, time ha: passed sure
nrigimly well, Thoush the men of Camr Holloway cannot decide which is worze,
the rain or the duat, both have been endured end flying techniquea developed
to make the best of either. Thourh the changea have often times seemed large

}and needless, the wen of the Blat and the 119th have in m:st cases reacted with
a rather unigue flexintilitry a flexiuility marked with a dedleation and a
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URTTH! STATDS ARRY
PILITARY ASUISTANCE AJVZJ}uf QROUP, VIETHAM
IT ¥ SORPS DETACHHENT
Pleiku, vietnam

AT T T 15 Jangary 196L

SURJEST:  Awvilation Meritorious Unit Coumendation

THRU Snannels

TOe Chief
#ilitary Assistance Advigory Group, Vietnam
avi 143

je3a Forces

1. feference: O§lst Transportation Company (Lt Helicopter), AFO 9%,
U.3. Foroces, hhb Trangportation Det., 9lith Med Det,, 70th 3ignal Det.,
Sth (U1 Dets

2. Iuring the period 15 October 1962 through lU March 1963, the Ulst
Trangvorbation Company (Lt Hel), and its attached units, the Sl5th Transpor-
tation Lotachient (Cargo Helicopter Tield “aintenance), 9hth ledical
Detachmant, 70th Signal Detachment and the 5S5th (M Netachment, distinguished
themaelves through outstaending performance of duty while engaged in combat
gupport of Jemmlic of Vietnam IT Corps Opsrafions,

3. Duping ttis period, 1,262 hours of combat support time was f{lown,
In these wissiong, 922,637 pounds of cargo and 16,169 passengers were carried
and 26 assault missions were flown, On many of these assaults, enemy troops
were uressni in ihe landing zone and attempted to repulse the landings by
fire. uoordination invelved in heliborne operations was continually conducted
in an exceptional manners

Ge  wporuting continuelly io mountuzinous terrain and at the maximum
capability of (he sireraft the compnany consistly exceded expectsztions, This
pGrfOPh&n@w'w&a, in a large measure, attributed to the skill of ammm-avaitoraj
L‘e o;AL jeney of maintenance; an: the surerdor teamwork of the company and

2.
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its gutbag
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PROYOSED CITATICN

Under the provisiocn of WD Circuler 345, dated 1944 and pursuant to
the aprroval of the Commanding General, Military Assistance Command
Yistnam, the following unit is cited as follows:

The 8lst Transportation Company (Lt Helicopter), and its attached units,
the 5,5th Transportation Detachment (Cargo Helicopter Field Maintenance),
94th Medical Detachment, 70th Signal Detschment and the 5th (M Netachment,
is cited for extraordinary heroism and ocutstanding performance of duty im
armed conflict with the snemy betwesn 15 September 1962 and 18 March 1963,

During this period the 8lst Transportation Company distinguished itself
threough an outetanding performance of duty in the combat support of Republic
of Vietnam Army in the II Corps Tactiml Zone, A total of 4,262 hours of
Combat Support time was flown, lifting 922,637 pounds of cargo and 16,169
passengers, Performing twenty six (26) large helicopter assault missions,
the 8lst Transportation Company received ground fire from enemy troops on
the landing senes. 4 total of 46 automatic and small weapons rounds were
received by 14 aireraft on nine sspesrate missions, resulting in the death
of 1 avaitor and 1 crew member, and the wounding of one crew member,

Desplte continuous operations under enemy fire, difficult terrain,
and maximum load requirements the 8lst Transportation Company continuously
accomplished the assigned mission, This is in a large measure, atiributed
to the skill of the pilots, the efficiency of the maintenance, and the
superior team work of the company and its detachments,
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HEADQUARTERS
L5TH TRANSPCRTATION BATTALICN (TRANS ACPT)
APO 143, US Forces

AST=TA 30 March 1963

SUBJECTs Letter of Appreciation

TC: Commanding Officer
glst Trans Co (Lt Hel)
APC 95, US Forces

I invite your attention to Inclosure 1, letter of appreciation from
Brig General Rollen Anthis, USAF.

It is always gratifying to me to receive wuch reports from a sister
service. I congratulate all officers and men involved in the rescue
operation referred to by Cen Anthis, Thelr actions are a source of pride
to all officers and men of this battalion.

I enjoin commanders concerned to officially recognize any individual
act of bravery of achievment which may merit an award, Recommendations,
if appropriate, should be submitted to this headquarters promptly.

CERTIFIED TRUE CO ROBERT L. HCFFMMAN
- R o Lt Col, TC
4 Incl Commanding

as



ZCCR
Letter of ippreciation

bBripgadier Generd Joseph w, Stilwell
fomuanding General
US Army Support Group, Vist Nam

Daar Joe,

I wish to express my sincere appreclation for the commendable efforts
Glsplayed Ly the personnel of your command during the recent search and
recovery of the survivors of the B~26 accident in the Fleiku area,

Cf special mention is the outstanding individual contribution made
by 5gt =5 Henneth [, Martin, 70th Signal Detachment, who voluntarily
disregarded his personal safety in order to accompany the ARVN Rangers on
the rugzed Jungle climb to the crash site on 6 February 1943, 3Sgt Martin
was the only American with the ARVN Rangers on 6«7 February 1963 and it
wag through his efforts that the vital communications were astablished
and maintained with the crash site, 35gt Martin personally directed the
reroval of the guns from the wreckage and the recovery of Malor O'Neillt's
bocy..This was accouplished only with great difficulty and without regard
to personal safety while the smoldering wreckage still contained a large
amount of live ordnance, He again a&companied the USAF investigation team
znd ARVN demolition team on their visit to the crash 10 Peb 1963,

Cthers deserving special mention are the helicopter aircrews of the
2lst Transportation Company, who without regard to personal safety partie
civated willingly in all phases of the search and rescue operations, inclu-
ding actual aerial search, transpertation of ARVN Rangers and U3 personnel
to and from the vicinity of the crash and pickup of survivors, i particu-
larly outstanding demonstration of flying skill and professionalism was
demonstrated by lst Lieutenant John [, Lewls and his erew in the success-
ful recovery of the USAF Navigator, This was accomplished in a minimum
of tdae under the most difficult and hazardous condition.

Please convey my personal thanks for & job well done to each of the
participating members of your comand, It was only through their disregard
for porsonel safety and outstanding skill in maneuvering their aireraft
urider the most difficult conditions that mede possible this successful

rescue operstion,

CERTIFIED TRUE COPY

FRANCIS J. LOPES
Capt, TC
Ad Jutant
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Aldridge, George, Jr. Waj. 1i,1,5,11

Anderson, Faul, Capt, 1,9
An Khe, 11, 17, 24

B

Ban Me Thout, 6, 13, 16
Beck, Richard, Capt, 1
Bertrand, Paul, CW0, 5,9
Butcher, John, 3gt, 3
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Campodia, 20

Cantrell, vainford, Capt., 3
Chec Rheo, 6, 7, 24
Christain, Michael, 1/1t, 21
Coggins, Donald, Capt, 2
Collins, James, General, 11l
D

Dak Bot. 6’]10’22’2“
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Davis, Floyd, PFC, 2, 12
Davis, Roland, 1/Lt, 14

E

Faulk, Pxmett, Qapt, 8
Fowler, Jewstt, 1/Lt, 14

G

Grace, william, Capt, 5

H

Hsnson, “ayne, 1/1t, 13
Harkins, Paul, General, 14
Harrison, Smmmie, 1/Lt, 9
Hartford, George, 1/Lt, 15
Head, william, 1/Lt, 2,
Hollis, Bobby, w0, 12
Holloway, Charles, Cw0, 2, 12, 17
Huff, Harold, 1/Lt, 13

I

Ingraham, George, Capt, 3
J

Johnson, Jamas, l/Lt, 8
Jones, Robert, Capt, 21

K

Kimak, Phillip, 2/1t, 17

Klein, Anthony, Capt, 3

Koja, Henry, SP/L, 24

Kontum, 5, 6, 18, 21, 23
Krulak, Victor, Jam, General, 6
L .
Lacs, 19, 20, 730 2,
lewis, John, 1/It, 6, &
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Martin, John, Maj, 1, 3, 11, 16, 18
Martin, Kenneth, 8gt, &

Martin, Michael, CWO, 9

Mclamerar, Robert 21, 22

McCarey, Charles, PFC, 9, 10
¥eGowen, Hal, Col, 12

N .

Nha Trang, 18, 20, 2,

Reura, Capt, USAF, 25

Q

ohi ¥hon, 8, 15, 16

Juang Nhai, 8,9,15,21

F
Parker, Theodore, Lt, General, 6
Fh&n Thi‘t’ 10‘ :

Flateau Gy, 18, 19, 22

PléiDe Nang 11, 24

Flei ¥rong, 5, 6, &

Folél Jar, 19

Fullen, Mnrew, CWO, 14

3

Schuman, Rhonda, Cwe, 13

seiler, Robert, 1/It, 10

Serrsll, Howard, 1/Lt, 13

Sibert, william, Lt, Col, 13, 17, A
smith, Donald, Maj, 3, 21, 22

Stilwell, Joseph, Brig. Ceneral, 3

T

Tam Ky, 15, 17

Taylor, Maxwell, General, 21, 22

Tedlock, Maxwell, Cenerdl , A, ..~

Tieman, Floyd, Gapt, 1, 7, 21, 22

Tinwes, Charles, Maj, General, 6, 7

Tra My, 15

Twenty~Fifth Infantry Division, i, 15, 24
U

Utility Tactical Transport Company, 11

V N
Vickers, Anthony, 1/Lt 22
¥iec Xlum, 14

W

Weatherman, James, Gapt, 3
Z

Zensen, williem, /I, 9
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HIGHEST ASSAULT MISSION FLOWN

On 27 July 1963, the 119th Aviation Company (Air Mobile, It), commanded
by Major John W. Martin, accomplished an Army Aviation first, Sn that date
an assault mission was flown into a landing zons at an altitude of 1700 feet
1SLs This is the highest heliborns assault mission against Viet Cong forces
that has ever been flown.

The mission was also the first large scale operation by the uhit since
it was re-organized as the 119th Aviation Company (Air Mobile, Lt) and equipped
with the UH-1B (Iroquois) helicopter. Involved in the operation were seven
troop carrying UH-1Bs and three Armed UH-1Bs, A TO-1D (Bird Dog) was used as

the lead and control aireraft,

The mission consisted of moving an AREN Ranger Company from Kontum to a
landin; zone in the rugged mountainous terrain near Mang Buk., A pre-strike
was flown by & VNAF B-26, then the armed UH-1Bs were utilized to neutralize
the landing zone. The troop carrying UHlBs followed and made two 1lifts into
the area. The mission was accomplished without incident and tﬁe objective was

selzed,



