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1 COMMAND

¥ujor Donald A. Smith, 0669521 wes Commanding Officer during the
period 1 Janwary 1964 to 1 June 1964. On 1 Jume 1964 Major Glemn L.
Parmeter, 02210383 took comsand of the unit, which had fallen to an
alsost unbellievably low ebb An temms of sireraft and sanpower, tnder
kis command the unit, in spite of serious handicspe, hos rlasen to new
helghts of achievecent,

On 4 Hovember 1964 ajor Bayward H. Ball Jr., U70TL3 tock cosmand,
Under hie firm but fair guidence the 119th rapldly grined esprit snd
efficlency, ke wes not long in soquiring the high respect from both his
superlors snd subordinstes required of smy outstanding wait, The Coopeny
hes risen to the point that mwsercus senior off&ce‘m consider it among
the tops in Vietnam,



I1 INTRUMICTION

The 119th Aviation Compeny end part of the 52nd Aviation Hattsllom,
lcoated near the tewn of Fleikw, Vietnsm, has spent the previous twelve
monthe of its existence proving iteelf to be one of the hardest working

avistion units in Vietnam,.

Located in the ARVN fecond Corps Ares, equal in sige to the state of
Florids, the 119th has been esrrying the brunt of the resupply aad
ssssuit reeponsibility. The vast fecond Corps Area consists of varied
. perrain bub is dondmated by rugged mouataine covered with jungle and
rein foreats,

aring the {irst nm of 1964 the unit was plagued with aireraft
scclderis, meajor and minor, .even occurred during the last half of
April and the month of May, with the last one on 1 June. Four of the
alreraft weore totel losses while three were hard landings roquiring
extensive fourth echelon repalr,

One of Major Parmeter's first moves &s he assumed ecmmand of the
compony was & posiitive safety program. Tue spirit of safety wes received
by all and hae resulbed in & very fine record during the lLast seven momths,
Tmring bhe last week in Septexber four UH-1B's were cestroyed. lst Lt
Datmy #. Fope, 05315547 was shot down in & Viet Cong infested arce, one
erashed while st a hover attespiing to locate a spob to drop off some
pas.engers. The third wes & aid-aly collisdon .ver Camp Holloway, Pleiku,
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Vistnam, Hoth helicopters were guided to a controlled orash thereby
allowing the orew mewkers to ensspe with only winor injuries, lio major
injuries were received in any of the accidents., iajor Parmster's best
safety uuotation was PDGIPE", meaning "Don't get in a £ nwrry*., The
119¢h then aceomplished 5378 flying houwrs from 1 October 1964 through 31
December 1964 with no aireraft aceidents., This record is presently carry-
ing on into 1965.
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II1 WEATHER

becnuse of the vest ares in which the l19th operates coe caunot
say when the "ruiny sesson,” as it spplies %o flying, begins and ends,
While it may be pouring st hollowsy, one of ur sireraft 30 mlles to
the souih mlight perhaps be snecuntering blinding sunshine and blistere
ing hest, Thig i: largely duwe to the fact thet Flelku iz loested on &
2,500 foot platean surrounded by mountadns snd hills,

denerally, the wveabher in the iLwediete proxiuity «f Camp lollcway
nay be described asz "falr? 30% of tiie weather is characterised Ly fair
skies, good vislbility, and low hwpdalsy, The aviators are sften greeted
by sn osrly serniug ground fog whleh usually clesrs by 0900, amdi can slmost
aluaye eount on Cinding huge Cumalus clouds, whileh scmetioes become thunder—
starms, all over the srea whdch they encounter on thelr way home in the

afternoon,



IV QENBRAL DMPLOYMENT

Paring the 1964 ecalendar yesr, the 119th Aviation (ompeny (Alr Mobile
Light) heaa been orgenimed with three platcons ef eight UH-1E airveraft each,
The first and second platoons have had unsrmed carge Ul-lB's, The third
‘platoon had all armed Mi-18's to give the unit its eecurity and edded
“pun(:h" for sssault nissiona.

The aliocks have been used predominstely in thelr designed roles of
internal snd external cargo, troop lifts, medical evacustion, reconnalssance
and administvative personnel movement. They have been fiown st or near
thelr gross weight capabilities a majority of the time., The unit has
stressed precision flying in all areas of operstions, Froper formation
fiying hes been deemed & "wust" for sll asseult operations or any miseion
utilising three or more alreraft.

The third plateon of Armed Husys began the yeor equipped with the
Y6 machine gun sysbem with jury rigged rockete., The unit received the
Iy kit with the cireular rocket pods, slx rockets each, twelve per
aireralt, which permitted simutenecus installation of the -6 Mashinegun
¥it. The Mark VIII sight was added to give more sccuracy in engaglng
polnt targets. |

The tactics of the srmed platoon hes been as follows:

Frewiteike: On nost sastultes Lhe amea\plmwn ia eplit into
three tesxs, “ach Lesm consists of two ared helicopters, The first
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| twe teame are the pre-strike element. The tiird tes: is tie esecrt
elecent, The pre-sirike teams arrive in the landing sone 20 seconds
pricr o the earge helicopbers. when app.rémmtely ane sile out, tue
pre~atrike elexents go on line. Approxisately 1000 meters cut Lhey start
their Iiring run. Lach helleupter of the pre-strike eluanent fires sll
ordnsnce possible on the firing run over the landing zowe. The first
slenent tien sets up a ialey ehain pattern on eaech side of the L7 with two
ermed shipe in esch pattern. %“he eaeort alesent escorta the cargo heli-

| copter to the landlng sone., They sre responsible for engeging rny tergets
missed by the pre-sirike elenents, The escort elewent splite and enters
the daloy chaln with the first two temse for cne orbit. On urder from
the flight leader they will continue the orbit or return to the staging
ares with the transport helicopter, e have expanded the use of fire
teans Lo enable one shlp to protect the otlsr on firing pavses. e also

utiiise the ssume crews when possible o incresse tieir effectiveness.

Pouble Fre-Strike: The armed pletoon hes used & double jrre-strike
on several cogbat avsaults whish bas proven very effective, Four armed
ships precede the eargo ships to the landing sone by approximstely two
minutes cod pre-strike (60 seconds alter VMAF Fighters) tne landing sone
is & aown wind direetion expmading sbout 1/3 of tue smmnition, The
four armed shilps tien overfly the LI and do & eireling 180 dugree Lurme.
They then furm on ilme sgein and pre-strike the L2 in an upwind direcs
tion, ewpenuing anviher 1/3 of the smuanition. Tte slick shlps Follow

the sevond pre-ctrike within 3060 seoonds, eseorted by twe sore gun
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ships. At thim time the armed ehips set up & dalay chiain pattern on
" esch aide of the 12 with three aymed ships in eaoh pattern., (jee diegrem
Tab A)

Cloverleaf: The nams is derived from the pattern described by the
sirereft during the maneuver, Two fire temss of two sircraft esch are
utiliged. The teams fly in an eshelon left, with the second sircraft
W&MWWMW%WMMS@OMM%WQWMM
lseder. Teim two enters the munemver at tilce tesm 1's distance from the
target. This pute one tean in & position to be firing at gll times. As team
ono bresks right, tesm two is Just endering the offective part of its firing
pasa, The cycle continues as deploted until the torget is enninilated. (tee
diagram Tab B)

Armed Teeorts When escorting s resupply mission, the primery
difference in armed helicopter employwent is that suppressive fire ia
not used in the landing sone. However, an srmed ship usually precedes thie
supply aireraft and makes & low pass Shrough the area to reconnoiter the
approsch path. I the armed eireraft is fired upon, the resupply ehips
will normally oircle eway fwom the area until the sntd-aireraft fire aan be
peutrailseds On escort flight with three resupply helicopters, the Wed |
girceraft mmmllylflamk the ecolumn of transports.

fingle ship cscortsy 4n 8 few inntances, & fire team im split and
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only cne armed hellocpber is used for escort, Two examples of Luds are
the mlssion of e corting the peyeloluglesl werfere alreraft nd the
wedical evacuztion alrersfb, when escorting the paycholugicsl wearfare
sircraft, tie swed relicoupter will 1y on e left ayproximately 100
meters, 1 neters Lower and 500 neters to bLie resr, | Len cilber sve
fired un, both stould eilsb to & hlgher albitude and wove cul of Lhe
BIOh..

If the sdiesion 1s to speak Lo the Viet Cong, tihe ared helleoker
may be ordered to respond by {iclng into the general are2 considered to
be tie eneay positions termineting ite ypwss by breakiug off abt lesst

EX) metaras Lrom bLarget,

Mugle ship sbbacks on kowvwn tergets are broken off much esrlier,

belng ldolted Lo one pace unless Lhe mature of Le terget is of oues

bigh priority bthabt no other solation exdets. When sseovtdng Ue redical

evacuetbion bellcopber, bhe srmed hejeopter will fly Lo sere lucablen

g8 whes escurling the payehologleal warfare jellicopter, .elory e

medical evacustion nellieopber can land for a plek up, tie ~med hellcopter

will smede & low pass Lbrough tie srea te reconnuiler the approach path
and Lov landing sress The srmed helleopler will make contact cver the
redio with an dmerican on e grvund while the medierl evacuatlon beli-

copber will arbit overnead,

Sen bhe landlog aves 8 sefe, tde arned bedleopber will clisb bacek

and be in @ positicn to support the medical evacuztlon hellieo.ter as Le

1=
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makes hlo laniing and will orbit overhesd until the medical evecustion
hellevpter is mm to take off., The amwed helicopber will have nim
wait until Lhe ls apacximstely 600 meters to tie rear hefure telling

e medleal evacuntion neliso ter to tike off,

ki typleal unit operation begins with 8 reconnalsnance of the area by
e Bettallon -3, Unit Commander, imed ¥laicon Commauwer an: the vector
aslreraft commander, The landing sone (s) sre selected, with «lternstes,
AT ceswed necessary, ‘The slse of the selected lending zone dues mueh to
detormine the slick formablon to be used and tiw tiwe Anterval Lotwaen
elexents. Hoth & high and low recen has been necesnsery due bo the muserous

eritical lanting zones widch must be used,

The vector aircraflt now used is an Ol-F, which leads the filght to the
laviing sone snd marke 14, This alroraft serves as the coordinstor between
bhe VNAF Forward iir Conbroller, irxmed Hueys and the corge alreraft. During
the first portion of ths year ¢ -1l wes ured a8 & comsanu ano eontrol
aircreft, The usze of the 0Ul=F haa proven to be swure satlsfactory for this

Lyre olanlon,

Puring the [irst part of e yser the target or laoding zone was
hit by VHAY witn only one pro-strike, The pre-strike wes termiinted
approxlrctely Lwerity to thdrty secorsds prior to the a:rival of the carge
helivortores  The arwd mers flew only Flenk escord Lor tie cargs shlps.
Ao sld-year uhe VAU oreestrikes ware loeressed und sdded firmpower wiss
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placed on the target area (s}, The armed hueys then followed the VNAF
strikes znd placed vven more firepaver on wu sbjuctive, This method
ensbles the cargo ships to follow directly behind the arwed hueys and
touch the landiag sone only segonde behind the {iring passes,
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V MAINTERANCE

fuaring the yesr wany evenls md changes tuok plece in meinteining ]
eur fleet of UbelB's and Ol-F's. AL the beginaing of the year the
Hervige Platcon wes uonder the leadership of lat I Gslvin M. Carr,
OsLD5653, ost of the heliecpters hed only a few nundred hours, ad few
major problems had developed from the hesvy {lying soiedule. lost of

the unit: meshanics snd crew chilefs were still beliug cross treined frem

the Ch-21, Heplasenents reseived were in mwel cases fresh from 675.20
sehool et Fort Rucker, Therefore e lergs soele, concurrent, training

progrom teok plage daring tiie first four wmonths of the yoar,

One probies whian plagued the unit during the firet six wonths was

kot starte. Thie problem was cirtually eldminated by 2 strong indcetrination
program Lo all aviaturs by Ceptain Charles ¥, Crowe, 04021343 snd let it
Tomas Cacbro, 05302334, Another major problem which developed with the
V=18 throughout Vietnam was Mast Dearing Feflure, This required & onee
time inepection, «lth a1l the meste hawlig to be lifted cut of e trance
mlericn, The inspestion imd to be ;«w&m every Uifty heurs wntll

fediure was detected and was replaced by an improved bearing. Thie covst

the uult o 1ot of down thme and third eshslon aan bhours.

The unit suffered the beardest from hydrealle serve: failures which
tesched their peak curdng Yeptember, This probles was essed by s repair
4 ) '
kit put oub by dell nelieopter whieh peraitied the third schelon level

13-



to repair the servos in & few hours and put them back in use,

The item which has coused the most dewn tire ias been the constant
shortage of main and tall rctor blades, The blades are caslly canaged by
eneny fire, Jebris in landing 2reas, smmo linke, 7.62 cartridges and main

rotor hlade doubler separation,

Hainbenance quality end effort sank to its lowest level durdng iy
and June, Added to ihis was the four hueys destroyed in crasies and three
bard landings requiring svaguation foyr fourtl echelon repalr. During thie
game perled a large turnover of maintensnoe personnel wse experienced, let
L4 ualvin 3!, Carr, 05405653, who was one¢ of the best qualified maintensnce

offlcers on the UH-1B in Vietnsn, departed the unit in May. !t (asstro had

Just airived in the unlt and twok over the leadership of the .ervice Flatoon

from It Carr. Without hesitation, L4 Caztro took the initiative end begen
to rebulld s reorginigse tie pletoon to handle the re uirements of the

wrild.

On the lst of June Captain Crowe arrived snd took command of the
platoon, makdng !t Cestre nhls assistant, Swift, positive leadersihip was
exployed and by the end of June the quality arxi quentity of melntensnce
had ismproved conulderably. In additlon to ithe heavy lcas of suweys in -ay,
the unit nad to osnd recelpt sireralt to the 44h Alrlift Flotoon in

Salgon, Vietnam



iuring early August the unit took over operatiomsl control snd
maintenance re:ponsibility for four UHelB's of the 52nd Alrlift “latoon,
which was moved from Dansng, Vietnss to Flelku., £ fifth huey was added

in Oetober, During this period the unit operated snd malntalmed 27 UH-1B's,

Toe shortsge of maintenahce personhel it snother low in “eptesber,
when the Service Flatoon was down to 50% of euthorised strengtis Ourding
the last half of the yvar the wsit maintensnce personnel worked mmy long
hard days. Hardly e alght paseed that the hengar lighte did not burn
unt.il near midnlght, On meny csoaslons corews worked until desm to have

alreraft avatlecble for assault miseicons,

#11 maintenance porsonnel srd orew chiefs ¢id an exceptionslly fine
Job which 1s reflected in the high alrcraft svailability rate snd flying
bours. One person who was responsible for this regord wes (P66 Joseph
Belovieh, EAL7T511845, who arrived in early July amd took over the Job of
Technlcel Innpector, He ad been an Instrusent lepalrman up Lo this Mm.
Through »ds lligent efforts he quickly lesrned his duties wnd respon-
sibilities, i+ continuecous efforts to insure the highest quality control
is one of the prime ressona for this sustained reccrd., (See Tsb C). The
unit has sustained the highest record for tie longest pericd of tims durlng

1964 than any helisopter unit in Vietnewm,

-] 5m



VI OPERATICHG

The first asssull conducted by the undt during the nistoriesl pericd
tock place on 3 Pebruary 1964, Although the weatier precluded a "pre-
strike® by VHAF, the csseult was earried out by tie 119th, with additional
support provided by cur alster unit, the 1i7th Aviation Company at Uuld
Rhon, Utdldslng L, cargo aireraft end & armed Alelii's, 380 troops and
3,000 pounds of earge were airlifted from Kontum iirfield to the Landing

Zone,

On 10 February 1964, the unit, once again augmented by the 117th,
staged an operation from Chec Heo, This timm VHAF eould not {ind the
landing Zone, #o once aghln there was no pre-strike. lHowever, during
the entire 11ft, wihich involved X cargy and 6 arwed aireraft, nc ground
fire was received, A total of 245 ARVK moldlers were lifted to the Landing

Zone.

2% Februsry saw the 119th supporting the 117th in sn airmcblle
resault utlliszing the Vin Hy stoging ares, The 17 sircraft invelved
recelved enemy ground {ire as close an one-half mile from the staging

area. Thers were 3 1ifts, in whioh 385 troops were carried,

Un 3 tareh: the 119th took what ndght be called & "kick in the
testh,® The operation, involving bobth the 117tk and the 119th Avistion
vempanies, was bto bepin &b 0900, 44 083% VNAF mede 3 successful pre-
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strike on the Landing ione, bub it started largs fires all arvund the srea,
The sircraft begen unloading lrcops exmotly on Line, end with the first

147t eompleted, 21l sireraft retured to the staging area. The last air-
eraft on the first 11f% had mede & herd lending ir the Landlng Zone, csusing
serious damage, By the time the other 15 aireralt hed landed and teken off,
the fires had been whipped into s frenmy, ond the landing Zone was covered

with sawke,

The 16th sirersft had lended with serc visibiliity end in severe
turbulence, 3 additional ships suebained rotor dsmsge {rom tall bamboo
in the ares before btie Jday ended,

The enemy cidn't help the situstion elther, Ome of the & amed
iewlB'e wae hit in the throttle Jinkege whieh required a gressutiocnary
landing in n seours &res nearby, while s osarge shilp wes hit but eontinued

the odasion.

After the sirlifv wes completed, the 339th Trassportation Company st
Wha Trang recovered the airovaft which had been demsged on the first 1ift,

using 5 CH-37 lMojove.

in operation was conducted o 30 iarch utdlising 16 carge sireraft
end 6 2H-lia, (ui Hhon wes the staglng ares, with the landing Zone in ke
sueng Ngal eres. 350 trospe wers alrlifved in 4 sorties, lhere was no
grount fire following a suecessful pre-strile by VHEAF, (nly cne alrernft

17



was damoged, thel &g a result of 8 Lard landing.

On 6 kpril, an aszssult was staged at Tan venhk, utilizing lk eargo
alrcraft snd 5 armed ships, Part of the Binh Tri campeipgn, this operation
lifted 35 treeps into the LentGing Zone in 4 alrlifts, One aircrafi wss
damaged by ground fire, while ancther sustalined miner damage due to a hard

landing in tLthe lancing Jone,

The #inh Tri cumpaign continued, and 8 April ssw the 119th ot fen
Ganh witi: 7 Uh=lB's and § Ali=lB's, Filve troep lifte and one awmmnition
11t put 18Y troops in the lending Zone, 22 miles northesst of Tan Cenh,
before Lie deay was over, Thanks to exgellent work by our Ahlii'ts, no

ground flre duuage wae reported,

One of the most profitable operations conducted in this area took
place on 14 Spril, 15 Uleld's apd 6 A=lB's trusported 480 ARVH troops
from the Klsnh Ucmng airastrip to the Lending Zone, VHNAF nade en extensive
prestrike of tie area at 0900, followed by arrival in the lLanding Zone of
the osrgo ships at 0915, A grest desl of ground [ire was recelived on all
1ifts, resulting in two aircoraft susteining hits, Ome pllot ard one gunner
were injured by ground fire, The resulte of the sssault were that 2 Viet
Cong were killed, 7 captured, and sun unknown nweber injured. 11,900 rounas

of 7.62 mm ampo were expended, ar well ss 255 rocketa.

Om 28 April thne 119th sselsted the 1L17ih sua 11BLh svietion Compenies
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in an operation ccndusted in the (uang Ngsi ares, we lifted 365 trvops from
the 5tk Airborne Bsttalion to the Landing Zone in 3 airlifts. On thie
mieskon, in support of Operstion iuyet Thang 202, 2 UH-lli's were hit by

enesy small arms fire,

On the 29th, the remainder of the Sth Battalion wes lifted by the
same units. Thie day was one that made all pricr uperations seem like
ohild's play. The toll at the day's endt 10 aireraft nit by ground fire,
pome serlously, anu 2 dempged In tue lending Zone. 197 treope snd B tons

of eargo were lified,

2411 1loking tiedr wounde, the 3 aviation compenien were sirborne
again, nuw with only 15 cargo sireraft and 6 srwed ships. The date was
30 April &4, and our numbers had been reduced from 38 aireraft to 2. Two
hundred seventy nine troops were lifted in thie morning, and & resupply
operaticn wes conducted in the afterncon, One aircraft wes demaged in the
Landing Zone and later destroyed, whlle a Cli=37 Yojave wes hit by suall
arce fire wille recovering en alreraft still in the landing Zene from

yesterday'e operation.

Om 14 vay the 119tk erd 117th met at (Gle lsng to 1ift 208 troops
into an lLanding Zone 12 riles norbiwest of Gie Lang. Thie mlssion wae
in support of Cuyet Thang 202, the sawe operatlon whileh previously badly
reduced the number of flyeble aireraft im Lhe two urits. lHowever, the

-19-



119tht's salptenance btemns r&d beex nard 2t work, anc suppiles [l Wh=lii's

prd & AHelB's Tor the assault, wideh wes goopleted in 2 1iits,

Vouyet Theng Pu" was still in full swing on bhe 8L, cia uhe 1L9tn
was erlied upcn coace sgain o acsist the LL7Lh Ap Ats troop-lift and
rosuwoply role.s  seglaning at 0933, 104 troops mna de-Vhme pack howltzers

ware bransported in 3 1ifbs, utlidaing ¥ Uk-lits,

Ono 3 odune the 119th, 1170k and Lhe coelpe hedicopber Jelaghwent from
e Hang staged on operation in the Lak To srea, ubtllizlng bak To slrstrip
eg oo sboelng eres. A Lotol of B21 troops and 10,5 tons of cargo were

carvied v 4 wirlifte. 1 Ud-lo was plt by 2zround flre,

beeny June townd bhe L9tk sl Clatesu O3 sirXield wiith 4 Ulelils

and 1 Areld, dn support of an 2EVN Comoeny on ayeb Thang 33, 5 tone of
garge and A% trocps were alelifted in B (lying heurs. Tt war whille oo
this wleslor thot ao ARVN seldler welked upslope lote lhe maior tisves of
biw wirerelt Lol wed corrded nbin inbe the Laguing Jooe.  This waeg an
usfefiunste ineldent, out one widel bas resulbec in sore therough briefligs

of ai¥l froops by Wholr comsanders.

o) dune 3 oUdeld's of She L1tk retuened Sromo oo suoport rle o
LiE o Lol ared, Chrortunsbely, iitlle was accomulished curing Mhelr 3
caye sy choos Lang due W owesbtlor, bul on the finel vay, w=ith tyriced

oy
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fervorp, tiw abrersft accompllebed thelr alselon,

airlif tvi.f%fé er,)u skt

aupplies Inbe e 5300 f'u,

Phis misasion Lovolved

wne, and Lhe

varine Uomvander was very pleazed with the way the Jljth's pliote

eonducteu thely mle,

1 July wae & cay of celebration in the 119th.

Upen rocelving word

thaet an A8VE eonvoy had been ewbushod west of in fhe, the operstions

fPicer, uaphain xaymond . Carlson, UB5YT3, dispatuiec ] CHelitte and

oy

2 tH=l's bo the cres to ssalst the corvuy and provide sercieaical evec

drtle the cargo siverefb were evacusbing chousllicn, Lhey wed Laken

ander fire 9y a Yiet Cong 35) cellbre machine gun.

L Enny L. upe,

G5 31L5547, carrying & souvtograpner lrow Jife segazdne, spotled the wesion

emplacement, and gulded UL walter &, diteneld Jr., 0%315069, flying an

armed anlp, inbo the eres. Lt “itchell nade a strafing

e lacewent, wito

feohed bhat on b

Gy, rulned

oo IMILE e B
E Gl H8ite
» N I
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o

sherr snella

ihin be alo,

ac ovserveble resulbs,

is first pess, his ship had teken severul its,

Lie pun ood bysreulle systes,

cut Lt Uibehelrl, tyrloally, cecided o

Gt Biis ruckets were i o

s Y

pass on Lhe

: hole, well protected ana aloesy lapenelrable oy his punc,

Db wilioout hydeenlie power is tantesocunt o bolaneing

15 feet W oone
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#idtoh? wasn't beaten yel by any means but he knew that even cne more
pess would place him in extrese denger. sowever, 18 swung is ship "down
the groove" toward the terget, snd called wpon sll his "Irdsh luck" to

make Lhese 2,757 rockebs true,

i thie last posaible instent before iie had to turn sway, ‘lteh
depressed the rocked button, There was & seemdngly vlernal sllence as
119th sireraft all over the II Corps ares lietened fur Lhe results. 4nd
then it camel Lt vope, watehing frow above, sald “"Direot Lit! TYhat rocket

went right dowae Lhe holel®

Pilots and erew chlafs everywhere who taed heard Liese werds turned

shown bhet no metter whel the odds, how slim Lhe elancer, the L19th

svistion Company will accomplish ite mission.

On the £1fth of July at 1200 hours 6 Al=li's prestiruck iwo Li'a
pear bek rotan acd lb slieks then procesded to Jift 300 trcops {rom the
42nd Bettallon inte tie mrea, The J&'s were Light and veelbher wan bad

but {ive 1ilts were wade thet dey amd all were 1008 sugeessfyl,

Twe ey  ieter, working out of ¥lei Te Nangle, 16 Uh-1B's 1lifted
120 ints 2 Lading Zone's on & 3,500 fool mounteln ridge sboul 18 miles
dest of “lei Yo Nenglee due to an early start the entlre operstion wes
accowplished by 1000 hours and all ships returned to tollowny,

~



LOO troops of the Z2nd Divisicn were cirlifted by 119th U=l 8
Inte two LA's wb Lhe foob of the mountains sbout eight rdies Fortiwest
af the old sirfieic st “lel foba, & cuccessful pre.trike was made OY
ViAF god our own UielB's, Yhle was on 11 August ond the weether that

day war good until efter bhe operetlon was completed,

On 13 August workthg out of Cheo (ec ar the staglne ores, the 119th,
using 29 sireraft culled oif & very suecessful operation in the Lreacherous
mountsing south of there, The Viet Zong were nuwerous In e area oub &
thorcugh orestrike vid a nlee jJob of supressiug ground fire sid vre alleke

woved the 381 troovs inboe tie twn L2'6 with proclee esse, Four 110bs were

NBCOBHITY o

The wnly .ojor assaultb in eplember book ploce on the l9th of that
montie e siriifted troops of the 22nd Olvicion from Keniek, a pecial
Forees Uaup, inbo a mounbaln river valley 20 miles nurth west of Lhere,
Twe 1ifts of 15 (i~1B's carried the 120 troops into an Lo that had been

prechouck with § Au-1Bg,

On 7 Detober 1964 20 of our Ukeli'es, staglng owt of wan Ve JThuot earried
15F treops of he 228 eoub lompsny on to the outheastern slope of a

mountals Lhet Lies sboul 2% naticel sllew soutd west =f van Ve Thuob, near
2

ciben  urder. e opsrebion hegen at 000 hours et woerndng end
sfter & jowd Voo prestrike sud bwo complete Lift. in poor visibility we
returisd Lo toldoney, anvboer successful miscion under our balts,
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in support of the 22nd Recon Company the [19th diftesd 90 Leoops in
bwe 1ifte Loto & aree southwest of Ple Me. The entire operation wes
hewmperet by ilght rain, posr visisbdlity and low celliigs. “lthough. this
omaration ou uhe 24%h of October wis smell, it proved very oflective

beeause the Lroops Lifved in were well trained, craek hroops,
s

During the first pert of Hovember the coesianl ares of Vietnam from
Puy How norbh wes it bard by 3 typhoons snd severe reln storms. The
result wag that the entire coastal lowlarde were {looded as for inlond
85 Uheo nec an¢ as far rorth =s Borg  one The 119te acd 1176h pleyed
mpjor roles in saving wm&ny ldves ard preventlog much femdn ss they tire-
lesaly Lifted thousands of stranded people to iigher grewd< a-d resupplied
trem with fucde  *Le sexieum welsbts allowed were thocwn out as our pllote

filled thelr shine with as meny peuple an they could plle on,

Heeoless bo say, acts like~thewe go far in proviag ouwr frievdstdp snd

gootwiil Inteni to the peeple of ‘outh Vietnam.

gn o bhe 1l of Sovownber 135 wecial Forees Lroops wers dropped intn

an svea sesr tong Tre. 11 Ul-1B's arnd 3 jgun shipz secomplinhed this

=

miesior witi relabive esse, The wesbier weas wood aad 3 130te Inbe the

BPER Was o Bde.  wo ogeownd Dire was encountered,

e sountalne south of Vheo apo wore used aod snce ageln

LA

cround Clre wee veeslved Ly the h gusatdos wsrlog Whe prestriie,

w e



2 LEYe were geed sog both were well Lysfed. oe Look 300 Lreopg into Lhe

ared dir four separsie 1ifis, The gabe wWag 2d Loveubor,
¥

ite lest month of the Fear oraved & busy one Lndeed s we flew a tobal
of 2188 hourn, well surpsdsing our ponthly aversge. lfiotory wing sorbles
alone Lotaled 3,870, 4 good deal of this took piace In & week doopg vilisge
revuiply cersvion Lo thie lewle ds pesr Phan fang.  The eotire rice crop in
Lisl aree was oeslroyea by the Llcod, fhe weatae 1 was exeellernt in the

Fleitu sres as we uoved lnbo the LY BEeasc,

Gn 5 orecember 1964 the Plel Do iim o pecial twees Lruops were suported
by the 119th when we iifted 142 wreope Anto as LE on & mountaln near i'le Te
SBNgLee LY Uhemllta were employed or bthis srell but offecbive soesulle  Uhree

Lils were ede @ all shipes returned wafely Lo bolloway,

i L2 Cecember the 119tk with 4 gun shidpe Aand 14 slieks 1ifted 2 CITO
rowelal Forces <::f.:-raag;wmimsa Into an ares near Lsk doblin, Two 1if'ts wepe
renuired to zove the 150 troons inte waitlon,  Although moderate Lo mever
larnulence wes encountered in Lhe idy the seasoned nil e . ropped the Lruope
off withoul ineldeat, althowgh zoms weat wae undountedly sxpended

S ovexdoday, e L3 of Vecenden s 21 alreralt Vrom tee 9 and Ler

slober covpany bhe LiTin drouped Logetier on the munwsy st cung on whille

!

Whe pun ahips Lewooied 8 axiens ve grestrelke on oan 4 wp the villey nesy



An Leo. Apn LZ had recently been cverrun snd we were Lifting Lroops onto @
pesrny 511l in e :tbtempt o regain it, The velley proved to be saturated
with V.o, and heavy louzses .ere reported by bobh sices. A4r suppoirl a8
adned and VHAP and cuar own gun ehips flred oo the valley sldes all
afterncon. Tragedy struck when FFG Arthur Shelton, WAL5760875, frum our
undt who was flylng 2e a gunner on & gun sidp was vdt by & 30 caliber round

from enery grownd fire. be dled enrcute te bie hoapital at kha Trang,

On the 15th anciher cperation took pleace near boun “egi. In this
oreration the 119th moved about 185 troope inte & saall LZ cutin the
mountalns east of thé sirstrip there with the use of 15 slicks, 2 1ifis
were accomplished, ‘the resl effectiveness of our wsit wes belng shown
sp we progressed throngh the sxcellent {lylng weather affurded by tie dry
BELHON,

A}

Two days befure Christsss anobther asssult was carried out in the loa
area, in on attempt to kill or ecepture the V.0, remsining in the ares,
Lgein Bong “on alr strip was the stegling area from where we Ufted 375
troops in 3 1ifte with the use of 20 sirceraft into & wountadn ridge L7 that

Fed been presiruek by VAR and our own gun shdjpn.

Christnes pessod withoul incldent ana two cays (ater our nnlt with
16 adreraft carried 150 troops of the A2nd regixent into sn aves 13 wiles

noerth of ek To.
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OB 0 Cecenber we staged our last eooanit of We yeer wien 18

Ul L' s cerried 40 troops In btwo 1ifts lote an sres portheast oF

Time on b pet wos 1000 hours.  Lost suecessful wiscieon fur 196k,

Huon L.



Vil SUHARY

The 119th has done more thap her share of the work Involved in thia
sounteye Hon, both enlisted and officers bave often boon jughed to the
Lizmity of thelr ondurence and shtill tubt heve alwwye coow through with flying
golorse Under guch fine lesderskip as Hajor Fumetor and Hajor Hall o
well ap our platoon lesders, the 119th bas aowmpliahed & great deel of
work uiciily and efficlently. Although no dovbt more trying tiues lay

ahwed the men of the 119th know thoy will take the worat in sirides

i



VIII GuisnaRry

Arsy Republic of Vietnem
Landing Zone
Ctendard UHe-lB helicopter, unorvied

Yietnamese Alr Forece
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HOTR PLowil ARG AVATLIBYLITY RATHR BUAING 1964

Uit=lBts O=1F1g

MONTH HOWR: PLsR ; AVAILIBLLYZY MR fkf{iw&yﬁwxilﬁnm
I ckiiiftorsit ok —— e
 ® o
110 9w
121 .
&7 ; 87
8z
76%
1004
915
‘ 947
Novenber 1554 -
imcenber ‘ 1963 65 89X
Total | 15,845 e
. 1,138
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Grend Total 17,601

Jarmmn “ : 1230
Yehruary e
Maroh 1365
Apell U8
pey 104
My 136
duguast 1176
aptember 1095
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