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FORWARD

Serving as a combrt sucport aviation wnit in the fepublic of Vietnam,
the 155th Assault Helicoptor Company, with its supporting detachments, is :
similar to the many other avintion wnits of tho same size and structure.
Formed originally as Company A, 1st Aviation Battalion, lst Infantry Division
at Fort diley, Konsas, the wnit arrived at Vung Tau, Vietnom on 1 May 1965,
Bringing with them 2J UH-1D's, the company's advance party was welcomed to
Ban ¥ Thuot by It, Col. Delbert Twmsend, late cormander of the S2nd Combat
Aviation Battalion, Leter much preperation and many training hours, during
which the men of Company i became proficicnt in the new and demanding teche
niques of flying in a combat zone, the company was fecl-red operational 1 June
1965. On 20 Nnvembor 1965 Company 4 was redosignated as the 155th Aviation
Company (AML), Unofficinlly the 155th was directed by the 1st Avimtion Brigade
to designate itself the 155th issault Helicepter Comparer, This designation
is in effect for ~11 As4r Mabile Light compnnins througheut Vietnam,

From the first, howev r, the airlift platoons were known as the "Stage=
coaches," while the armed nlrtoon was called the "Fnlcgns". Under these names
the men of this proud company have spread their reputngiﬁn for nccrmplishing
; their mission whil: maintaining the highest 6f safety stancdards and mrintenance
availability thrrughout the Republic of Vyutnam, From Dong Ha in the north to
Soc Trang in the south, from the fertile crast to the Cambndian border, they
have flown ovar 75,000 hours in support of the allied forces combating the
threat of Crmmunism in South East hsia,

The 155th Cempound, Camp Coryell at Ban M Thuot, is looked upon by all
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members of the wnit with nride and pleasure, Kept in a high state of police
and boasting medern and well equippec clubs, a theatre and volley ball courtse
The 155th Asganlt Helicopter Company has been most fortunate in being able 4o
establish good social anf’ professional rel~tions with the peopnle of Ban %
Thuot, The men have been most cooperative in abiding with local laws and
curfews, They have taken it upon themselves to control spending on the
economy,

This history is dedicated to ~11 those men who have servad and are serving
with the 155th dgsault Helicopter Company and its detachments since its arrival
in the Bopublic of Vietnam, with special tribute te those officers, warrant |

officers s and enliste” ren who gave their lives in defense of their country,.
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PFC MICHSL 3. DAVIC

WO JOSZPH 5. HUYLiR

SPg WILLIAK J. JOHNSON
1LT H/RO0LD A, PREISENDEFSR

WO EUGENE W, CASWELL
WO MICHAEL N. CORYZLL
FFC RICHAZD E, DABNZY
WO RAYMOND L. FORD

PFC GREGORY L. MILLER
WO PHILLIP C. 3MITH

FFC JIMES WALKER

WO WILMER J. WILLINGHAM
SP}; JOHN W. WOCD

SGT KEITH D, GRIFFIN
WO TEERANCE 7, HEL30W

SPg JLIMES G. PLTTERSON

WO WILLIS W, SMITH
1LT DENNIS 2, PiINTER
SPg JANIS HMICULUS

SP|, FRINK L. FREEDIE

I MEMORL.M

1965

1966

1967

1968

21 OCT
21 OCT
g1 CT
21 OCT

27 MY
30 NOV
27 MY
29 MAR
20 DEC
29 MAR
30 Nov
30 NOV

30 NOV

16 M.k
23 MAY
16 MAR

19 APR
19 AR
19 AR
19 AR
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1968
WOl PAUL N. Li.iSON
WOl HEZB:RT HLYISHIDA
BP), JOHN L. BROOXS
SP), OREN B, MCC..2D0L
1LT FRED O, PRATT
W01 EDLICH S, XOFPEL
W01 WILLIAM P. H-RWOMD
WOy RICH:ARD C, PUGH
SP), JAMES D, BUDAHAZY
SPg WILLIAM EISTER
SP), EDWARD MIL\H
SP), JI3S SWANN
SSG ROBERT PINKSTCN

eeothat these men shall not have died in vain,
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19 APR
19 AFR
19 APR
19 AFR
26 AUG
8 SEP
8 SEP
28 DEC
2L, JUN
6 FEB
) MR
L Mi%
13 MR
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PEEFACE

Since 6 December 1968 it has boen my privilege to command the 155th

Rgsanit Helicopter Compiny., The dememstrated floxibility of the aviation
supnort and the far ranging missions impr‘-asscd me. I find it even more satis-
fying to command a unit with such zn ovicdent display of espirit do corps and
team effort by both officera and enlisted men of the company and its detach~
ments. During the period of my command, this cempany has supported ground
and air elements of United States snd Republic of Vietnam wunits in the Central
Highlands., It has been my oleasure te be a part of this hard working combat
assault helicopter team,

It is my geal for the future that the 1%Sth repeat the outstanding record
1t set in 1968, Crupany pilots, crews, and aircraft flew a maximm mumber of
combat heurs with cutstanding maintenance support beh*nd them s and have pro=-
duce? one of tho fincst urit safety rerv:ords in Vietnam, The men of cach
sunnorting unit centributed ta the overall flight record of the crmpany and
made real history for the past year. Individually, they descrve specinl commone
dation fnr their norticinaticn and sacrifices in the full year's efforts of 1968,

It is my privilege to weite this mreface to the 155th's unit history
for 1968.. The unit history which begmn a gror many flvgﬂgz_' hours and DEI0S
fdates ago at Fort iiley, Konsas, and which ie being made daily here in Vietnam
iis in keaning with the highest teaditicns of 4rmr Aviation ~nd the United

States Army,

F
i
L

/

LAY Py I
BOBBY LKI@Q’»E
Major, Infantry

Commanding



AWRT I
MISSION AMD RESCOURES

- MI3SI O
The mission of the 155th Lss-ult Heliconter Company is (1) to provide
tactical alr movement of combat troops in airmobile operations, (2) to provide
tactical air movement of combat supnlies and equipment within the combat zone,

and (3) to provide combat assault supnport to combat troops,

ORGANIZATION
The 155th Assault Helicopter Comprny is organized under TOE 1-77G and
has the following units attached:
165th Transportation Detachment (CHFM) e
8th Yedical Detachment _
208th Signal Detnchment (WDREP) (AVIONICS)
255th Quartermaster Detachment (KD) FOL

3h8th Aviation Sypport Detachment



REGION.L AMLLY3IS

TERRLIN

The II Corps Tactical Zone, in which Ban ¥ Thuot is locnted and in which
the 155th 4ssault Holicopter Company renders the mejority of its support, coveg?
an area of 32,725 square miles or L9% of the land arer of South Vietnam, Its f;'-
western borc’-er' is 342 miles long and in common with lans and C-mbodin. The
eastern berder is ammroximntely 40O miles of cosstline horder~n the South
Chinn Seg, The arca is WD miles of ceastline bordering on the South China
Sea, The orea is LO miles wide in the north and 342 miles wide in the southe
This arca is roliticnlly ~ivided into the provinces of Kontum, Binh Dinh, Pleiku
Phu Bon, and Pm Yen in the 22nd AHVN Division Tactical Zons, and Darlac, Kanh;:
Hoa, Quang Duc, Tuven Duc, Munh Thuan, Lam Deng s and Binh Thuan in the 23rd -
ARVN Division Tactical Zone. Geogfaphieally, this area may be divided into
three major aren,

1. The coastal plain is a narrow strip ~f long flat, ?ften marshy terrain
not more than twenty miles wide from the sea inland, Thig area is fermed by a
series of numer~us river deltss interrupted by 2 rockv ridge line running
steenly to the sea. Twhis area is almest antirely under éultivation s With
four rice crons a vear, ‘

; (2) The mountain region oxtends from nerth to south almost the entire
length of the II Crrps Tacticol Zone., Elovations range from 3,000 to 8,000
feet, with the eastern slopes cuite steen and the westo.r:n more gracual. Rain
forests cover three ouarters of this nrea with most of the remainder covered
with open, deciduous growth, Cultivati-n is Iimited to small, cleared areas

on relatively flat land., Flying in this area is very hazardous with forced

s
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landing ‘areas practically non-existant, ceilings freoucntly very low and winds -

unpredictable,

3¢ The plateru romion is located west of the mountains and is comnrised
of the Kontum Pinteaun in ;:,he north and the Darlac TRateaun in the south, This
region has altitufes ranging from 1,000 to 3,000 feet with gently rolling hills
and much open area, Where the snil is not under cultivation, a thick growth
of grass, to a heirht of eight tn ten feet, covers the ground, Where adequate
dr~inage is provided, this area will support four vegetzble crops yearly,

The principal cities of this area are Fhan Triet, Phan Rang, Nha Trang,
and Qui Mhon ~n the ~eastal plaing Dalat in the mountains; and Ban Mo Thuot,
Pleiku, and Kontum on the platesus, The major routes of this area aret

Route #1 Saigon - Danang (coastal route)

Route #11 Dalat = Phan Rang

Route #1)y S~imon ~ Ban Mo Thyct - Pyeilu - Kentum

Route #19 Pleiku - Qui Nhon |

Route #20 Saipon - Dalat

Route #21 Ban Me Thuot - Nha Tpang

The Hgrublic's mrjor rail line prralleis Rente #1 along its entire length
with rne snur line from Phan Rang to Dalat., Tnpe loristigcal and co-munications

complex at Cam Ranh Bay is loc-ted betwecen fhan Rang and Nha Irang,

!

H ATHER

Weather throughout this area can be Adivided into the summer monsoon,
June throuzh September, and the winter monsron, November through f}nrﬂ.; with
the months of May and October as periods of transition. Dyring the summer mone
soon the win? is smuthwesterlv, cousing cloud buildups oh the western slones of
the mountains, This results in a rainv sesson for the plateaus and mount~inous

areas ~uring the summer months while the coastal vrovinces have cle»r skies and

st



good flving weather. 'The winter monsoen brings n northeast-rly flow with the
conditions rewersed, The noastal provinces of Binh Thuan and Nhin Thuan are
"little affected by eithex: monsoon and have gencrally clsar weather the year
round. - _

Averare rainful in the mountain and platcan areas is 90 inches; and on the
céas‘bal nlain 87 inches, The temperature on the coastal plain ranges from the
mid 70's to the ich 8's during the reiny ssmson and low B0's bo high 90's
“uring the Hry season, The mountains an/ nlatcaus exvericnce temperatures from
the micd 60's to mid 80's Auring the wet season, and low 63's to low 80's
during the dry season, Winds ave nromnlly musty at 10-15 knots with velocity
incrc-h.sinq with altitude, Surfacc winds w to 25 knots sre freguently encoune-
tered,

INDIGENOUS POPULLTION
il The II Carps Taotical Zon- hns A pojulation of aoproximrtely 2.5 miliion
pennle, or just over 20% of the population of the Rerublic nf Victnam, The
majority of this pomulation is loer+ee 1long the coastal nlain in the vicinity
of the cities. Tha majoritv of these ne~nle are dnnamese,

The mountain and »lateau regions rre inhabitsd chiefly by Montagnard
tribesmen, There are thirtvenine major tribes ~nd sr e fSO subordinate tribal
groups of th.se reoplc Living in the hichlands of Vietnam,. Cambedin and laog,
Bnn Y% Tmunt is the tracitional eapitol of these reonle, The II Corng hpea is
inhabite” by anproximetely 500,000 Mntognores, Tho larpest tribe in this

Terion da tho Bafa, whoss influsnce ewtends frem Kontum to Ban Mo Thyot,

Qabidiss
St



e PART IT
SIGHIFICANT EVENTS ND OPSRATIONS

PERIOD 3 JANUARY - 31 MARCH
General: -

The morale of the members of the 155th Agsault Helicopter Company and
its supporting detachments at Camp Coryell, Ban M8 Thuot, has been exceptionally
high as evidenced during the last two days of Jénuany. This was the beginningﬁ
of the Vietnamese Tet holiday season, and along with the holiday season came
a constant scries of attacks on Camp Coryell, Both the officers and enlisted
men worked arovnd the clock to counteract these abtacks md to defend the air-
field. Since the compound is composed primarilr of aviction units, there was
much to be learned akout ground combat operations. Bach men was willing to
learn an? continued to do so with vzry little rest during the period. High
morale and individual aggressivences were contributing factors to the overall
success of the defense of the 175th Lssault Helicopter Company and its sup=
porting detachments, The "Stareconchers" proved thomselves to be effective
Infantrymon as well as exomplary aviators.

The Stagecoachers cclebrated Mew Yuaprs Day with a stand-down in recog-
nition of the wnit's outstanding safety record. It was. 2 cuiet beginning to
what was to become a hectic puriod for the 155th, ;

; A% 0215 on tho Wth of January 1968, Carmp Corvell was again attacked with

‘ 82rm mortars, and ground elements firing B-LO rockets. Fortunatecly no casual-
ties were suffcred on the compound, but some L6 rounds of hostile fire de-
stroyed two Ud-1H helicooters, and damacsd ten other UH.1H nlcicopters,

Additionally two transient Dysteff ships also incurred damoge while parked

WRGE
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overnight in the corral, Several buildings and wehicles were damaged or
destroyed . The ccmpany had been pbised in readiness to support Operation
Thien Bo on 5 January 1948, With a pair of significant amount of the damage
inflicted by this attac?;.; so that the 155th had sufficiont mission ready
aircraft to support this operation on 6 January 1968, Both the 165th Trans-
portation Detachment and the 1551:1_1 Service Platoon again proved their respone
siveness and ability in meeting this challenge with a superior maintenance
effort. ‘

On 6 January 1968, the company conducted its lorgest combat assault in
several months of operaticn, Eleven 1ift helicopters of the 155th and five
airera®™ from the 92nd Assarlt Helicopter Company provided the assault ships
for this 1ift; which was in conjunction with Operation Thien Bo 1/68, a joint
23rd RV Division and 2lth Ranger Group Operation, Five Falcon UH.1C's were
utilized for landing zone pre-strike aleng with Victnemese Air Force A-1E'g,
The gunshing vroviced suppressive fire and continuous air cover for the air
assault oporation. & total of 850 trooms of the 11lth and 22nd Ranger Battalions
werc lifted in 240 sorties,

An additional. 190 trocps from the 1/4S regiment werc 1ifted from Ban
Bleck into another onc-ship lancding zone which was to be set up as a Fire
Support Base, The Pa*hfinder Detachment worked for sev;"ral hours clearing

’ this landing zone so that four CH-Y7's from the 1%0th fLsgsault Support Helisopter
Company could airlift four tubes of 105 Howitzers along with necessary
ammmition and supplics to establish this base. Ths 155th Service Platoon
provided refueling facilities 2t both pickup zones to support the operation.

The entire mission was accrmplished on %ime and without ineident,
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For the duration of Operation T™ien Ba 1/68 from 6 January 1968 through
13 January 1968, the 155th provided a daily cemplement of five UH-1H and
two UH.1C helicopters, These aircraft provided the ground commander with a
responsive and flexible‘airmobile force which was emploved to take maximum
advantare of the tactical situation as it developad.

On 11 Janmory 1968 the company extracted the Fire Support Base which had
been established on 6 Janvary, This was ace~mnlished with eight 1ift heli-
copters escorted by four armed gunships, Fouwr CH-17 Chinoocks were again
attached to 1ift the artillery and heavy equipment. 4 total of 90 aircraft
sorties were flown withcut incident.

Five 1ift helicoptors accompanied by = light gun team extracted 140 troops
of the 23rd /RN Division on 13 January 1968, This mission was successfully
completed in 85 scrti: s,

A1so on 13 Janrnsr 1968, six UH-1H and two UH~IC holicopters of the come
pany returned to Dal: To and extracted a Jith Infantry Division Fire Support Base,
In 85 sorties, scme L50 troops were 1ifted without difficulty,

On 17 danuary 1968 at 0125 hours, Camp Coryell was again subjected to an
enemy mortar attac®, 4 total of 26 rounds fell in or adjacunt to the compound.
There were no US casualties, however five UH.1H hbllcoptcrs received light to
moderate damage, Throe transient aircraft of the 92nd Assault Helicopter
fCompany were ~lso domaged aleng with the 165th Maintenance office and orderly
room,

The intensive attack on Ban Me Thuot and tho adjacent airfield began on
30 January 1968 at 0150 hours, At this time both flare and gumships were
ordered airborne in suppert of vairous check points and outposts wnder attack,

A% 0200 hours the 155th went to 1003 alert, and at 0250 hours approximately
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20 rounds of hostile mortar fire fell on the city airfield complex. Small
arms fire was encountered threvghout the nigit. Jight aircraft were damaged
by hostile fire, The Falcon gmships not yvet committed were ordered
aloft at 0300 hours. Thoy were later credited with destroying two enemy
82-mm mortar <positirns., Fare and gunshins flew throughout the night in sup-
port of Darlac Sector and the 23rd ARVN Divisicn,

At 0815 hours a Falcon aircraft piloted by WOl Ian Lindsey and WOl
Lawrence Hanna was downed by hostile fire two miles scuth of Ban M Thuot,

A 165th recovery nircraft along with a Dughbo”f ship were dispatched to the

scene, and several ships already in the air were diverted to the location to

help defend the desmed crew which had been forced %o land in a highly insecure

area, At 0830 hours, while taking off to direct recovery oporati-ns, Mejor
Billy R, Geadall was wcunded when his aircraft was engaged by hostile auto-
matic weapons fire., The downed gunship crew was finally extracted at 0930
in the morning., Intensc hestile acti(rit.y precluded any attempt.'to recover
the aircraft, 2nd necessitated its destruction later in the day. While re-
turning from the crash sc-ne, the 165th Recovory aircraft was credited with
15 KIA's when its door gunners engaged a VG frree caught in the open,
At 1370 hrurs another UH-1C was damaged =nd the crev chief wounded by

enemy anti-zircrnft fire, The aircraft completed its f.fi.'::'e missicn and then
: returned to home station for repairs, While lﬂnﬁmg on the city sirfield at
1330 hours, W01 Teaford received facial wounds when his UH-1H aireraft was
hit by aubtomatic wennons fire./

| From 2300 heurs 30 January 1968 to OLOO hours 31 Janusry 1968 the Falcon
gunships gave continual support to the 23rd ARVN Infantry Division in the Ban

Ye Thuct wicinity., During this time these two UH-1C's sustained 32 hits from

»
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hestile fire, They were credited with silencing two enemy machine guns,

At 1600 the water pumping station s~rutheast of the compound was lost
to the Viet Cong, and 155th personnel were withdrawn from that location,
fnother mortar attack h.it the compound at 1820, but resulted in negligible
damage.,

On 1 Februvary 1968 at 0210 Camp Coryell came under attack by mortar fire,
Tyenty romdé fell within the limits of the comprund causing six casualities
two of which required MEDEVAC, PFive aircraft damage to several structures
was also incurred, Compound defense censisted of small arms, defansive
81lmm mortar cencentrations s and flare and ~Tunships,

On 2 February 1968 at 0310 aporoximately 25 mortar rounds fell on the
Camp Coryell.comyernd, There were no casualfies as rost of the personnel
were already in bunkers, Guyn and flare ships werc used in defense of the
area. Airecraft demnce inciuded tt;-ro UH~-1H and one UH-1C heavily damaged and
three UH.1H medoraioly damage,

Also on 2 February 1968 at 1400 hours a combat assault dep-rted Ban Me
Thuot City airs“rip., The flight of six UH_1H 1ift shivs was led by 1LT Jerry
Denizls and munship cover was provided by two Air Force gunships from East .
Field, The mission wns in support of an clement of theéS_OBrd INF  and
consisted of moving in a force to secure an area south of Ban M Thuot to be |
ffused as a firc base, Thc mission was acc~mplished without incicent.

On L February 1968 we flew a combat assault in support of one Battalion
of the 173rd 4irborne. 1LT Bytledne led a flicht of six UH-1H and two UH~1C's,
Tyo manuever comnandes were successfully moved frem the fisld to a fire base
for further deployrent.

On 5 F bruary 1968 at 0150 hours approximately 20 mortar rounds fell on

’ . X .



v e

e

the Camp Corvell compound, Personnel on the ~ompound were cn alert and in
bunkers and no casualties were incurred, Ajrcraft damage included one UH-1H
with moderate damace and one UH-1H with light damage,

Another attnck toc;k place at 2240 hours when thirty mortar rounds fell
in the aircraft parking areca and cantonement area, LBight casualties wewe
incurred during +his attack, all sustained by personnsl making their way to
their bunkers., Ounships and a flare ship were agein employed in defense of
the compound,

The second woek of February was one of rebuilding and recovering from
the Tet attack, Miintenance personnel worked feverishly to repair battle
damage to aircraft and vehicles. Compound persomnel worked along with PAXE
employees to restore electricity, water supply and sanitation services s as
well as improving the defense posture and perimeter fortifications.

Dyring the nisht of 1L F ebruary, two Falcon gunships were disnmatched in
response to a recuest from the 503rd INF Fire Support Base for air support to
assist in repulsing en attack on their loc-tion, These two gunships flew LO
sorties from O130 to OLOO hours and were credited with 15 KBA, As a token of
appreciation the crews were later prescnted a B-hO rocket launcher and a
light machinegun covtured in this action. These war tr.?phie—s are now on
display in th: Officer's Ciub, |

On 17 Fobruary, eight 1ift ships escorted by a light gun team, flew
12l combat sorties in support of the Phu Bon Provinece Senior Advisor, Over
210 troops and nine t-ns of cargo were heli-liftes in this op ration, without
mishap.

Elements of the 155th doployed to Qui Mnen on 19 F bruary to support

the 22nd ARVN Diyigien, In 35 sorties some 197 troops were inserted and lator
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the same day extracted to their staging areca at Bagi idrfield. The following
day another similar combat assault was conduct & mid successfully completeds

The Company suffered its first mortor ottack since Tet period at 0115
hours 23 February 195 .  In estimated 53 rounds of anemy R2mm mortar fire -
were received, causing minor damage to seweral aircraft. Thore wers no casuale
ties anc no damages to structures or equipment cther than the helicopters.

The 2né Zsrlift Platoon accomplished a combat asssult for the 22nd &RVN
Division accempanied by two UH-1C gunships at Tuy Hoa on 23 Fgbruary, This
mission was accomplished utilizing five UE-IC hleiscpters to airlift the 180
tr-ops involwvéd, It was completed in 78 sortics without incident.

On 26 ¥,bruary the Falcens were credited with 70 enemy K34 and 5 military
structures destroyec when they expleited intelligence from the Darlac RDC officc
on hostile location in the locnl areas. The local RDC /PRU tcams have afforded
us some hichly useful and reliable infclligence._

The 2nd of March found five slicks ond twe cymg back at Cheo Reo for an
insertion of 215 trocms in 75 sortics., These trcons were exiracted from a
pick up area en L ¥arch and returned to the Cneo BSo airstrip.

4t 0350 hrurs L March 1968, the Camp Corvell ccmpouﬁd was again subjected
to an cnemy 82mm mortar attack., A total of 86 rounds %911 on the crmpound
during the nichtlong attack in which B-lO rockets and gﬁngalore torpedoes
were emploved to breach cur porimeter, A satchel chorce team infiltrated °
through the R&U 7ard, killing a Korean PLXE employce, but they were repelled
by a reaction force., Other atitempts by heostile olements te ponetrate our per-
imetcr proved futile, and NVA casualties were oicht KIA by body count along
with an unkmown number of weounded. Numerous woarn~ns and items of equipment

were capture, The 155th suffered two fat~l casunaltiss, hoth assignecd to
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Dotachment 10, Sth Weathor Squacron which was attached to the company at
that time. The 185th Bocen Airplome Compony ~ls~ lost cne enlisted member
in the attack, Ac’-ditiongxlly srme 31 perscnnel on the comound were wounded,
15 of which were serinus cencuszh %o warrant acromedical evacuation., Since the
mortar rounds were directed nt the cantonment area s there wasz no aircraft
damage, however numerous structurcs and vehicles were damaged or destroyed.
On the dfte-rnoon of b yrch, while hovering out of “he revetments, a
UH-1H meshed main rotor blades with an adjacent helicopter, causing major damage
to both aircraft along with a third aireraft which was struck by flying debris,'
One pilo* required mecdicnl evacution for head injuries,
‘The cemmany contusted an barle Flight in the Cheo Reo arca on 10 March
for the Senior Lavisor of Pmu Bon Province. 186 PF troops were airlifted in
5L sorties,
On 13 March at 2220 hcﬁrs thé 175th Agsault Helicoptor Company compound
was apain attacked by a hostile force emploving 82mm mortars., &n estimated
81 rcunds were fir & in four senaratc barraces, There werc twenty WIL on the

compounc and onc of the unit's NCO's was killed as a result of this action,

>

Aepain no airer~ft were demaged since the rounds all fell in *he cantonement
area, Major Billy R, Gnodall, 17S+h Commanding fficerwas wounded in both
legs and reqrired medicrl attention resulting in his ultimate evacuation to
' CONUS, He was ronlaced by Hajor Walter Urbach, Jr. formerly Executive Officer,
who assumed command,

On 16 March eight UH-1H and two UH-1G helicopters supported LRW elements
at Cheo Reo, In a combat assault 128 troops were inserted in 26 aircraft sore-
ties. The follewing 2oy soms 209 trrope were extracted by company aircraft in

5l combat sorties without incident,



Elements of “he unit displaced to Bao Loc on 18 March to cenduct a combat
assault for the lam Deng Sector idviscry Team. Seme 180 PF trecops were heli-
lifted in 28 sorties, and the missicn was successfully accomplished desnite
the marginal weather,

The 1st Platoon of the 155th supported B-23 Special Forces Detachment on
19 March in the vicinity of Ban Mo Thuot, It an operation cenducted against
the 32nd NVi Regiment, 260 CIDG forces were airlifted in )2 sorties.

On 22 March the 2nd Airlift Platoon flew to Seng Cou on the coast to
conduct an airmobile mission for the Phu Yen Province idvisory Team., 190 PP
troops were lifted in 30 scriies,

The 2lth of ilorch was a full dov for the company. The 2nd flight platoon
left early in the morning for Cheo Reo where they lifted 486 troops with seven
U-1H helicopters, lorging 10l comb~t assault sortics in very hazy weathor,
They returned to Ban e Thuat and‘durin? the afternrcn flew in support of
Soecial Forces Ditachment B-23, airlifting 138 CIDG troops in 1l sorties,
Meanwhile the 1st Platoon conducted a combat assault for the 23rd fRVN Division,
Five slicks and four gunships were employed to heli-lift 170 ‘RW infantrymen
in 60 aircraft sertics,

The cropony again exerted a movimum effort on 25 Mﬁich which was to
be a long and memerable day. Five atrcraft of the 1st Piatoon and two Falcons
;departed before dawn for Xontum to stage a combat assault for :RVN wnits in
that area, liftins 198 troops in 2h sorties, Upon return, they were joined
by 3 additional slicks and 2 gunshirs, and dispatched to Ban Don to support
Spegial Forces Mobile Sirike Force clements in contact with the 32nd NVL Rege
imentel HQ, In a veliant action, th: cempany lifted 185 CIDG reinforcements

into a insecure LZ while under heavy fire, and then roturned +o provide
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ammnition and medical supnlies ~nd evacuate wounded, During this action
CPT Rnbort 4. Albracht, Ope-ations Officer, empleoyed his CXC aircraft to make
low level zun runs over the snemy posit-ons in response to an urgent requést
by overwhelmed allied@ forcss for air support, Tor their v-lorous acts both
CPT Abracht and his crew werc subsequently recormended for decorations by
Special Forces observers.

Unon the Eomplotion cf this mission, all aircraft divortss to Duc Lon
in respense to a tactical cmergency declared by Specisl Farces and CIDG
elements therc who wore under enemy contact., A& total of 106 CIDG troops
were airlifted in 11 sortics, Durine this action CW2 James Goss of tho 155¢h
distinguished himsclf by valerous deads and was reccmmend for the Distinguished
Mying Cross.

In a separatc action on this date, two UH-1C gunships, again acting on
currcnt intellirence renorts.with‘local RDC advisérs, struck at a sus—ected
NVA meical facility south of Ban My Thyot. Thoy wero credited with 7-KBA
and 12 WIA in this actirn.

On 26 Harch 6 UH-1H and 2 UH_1C airerart provided irny Aviation support

w»

for the Phu Bon Prevince MACV Toom, Fyvi g 2 sortics out of Cpeo Reo airfield
they 1ifted 281 trcops an” 2400 pounds of cargo in a combat assault. The

Faleon sunships were credi‘ed with 10 :nemy B and 5 structures destroyed in

3
’

this ~weration,
On 28 an® 29 Myrch cempany aircernft 1ifted 507 troops out of Cheo Reo for
the Phu Bon Provinee Team, £ total of 140 combat sorties were losged without

inecident,
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PERIOD 1 ARRIL ~ 30 JUNB

Inerensed commong cmphasis on rilitary courtesy andé discipline, coupled
with a sincere interes in the wolfare of the men proved invaluable in im-
proving the attitude of the members of the unit. Duping this time period
specific results were noted in the interast the men displaved in their work
and their demonstrated desire to do a good job, The comprny's outstanding
recorc of mission accormlishments continued throughout the quarter, Thig
success is attributable in large part to the identification each man now
fe:ls with the unit and his person~l pride in its accomplishments., During
the quarter, the company cxperienced almost A complete turnover in its key

versonncl,

vy

On 6 April, two Fale~n UH_1C aireraft were credited with b hostile KBA
in the vicinity of Dalat, Ons sunship ‘was hit by enemy automatic weapons

fire
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but ccmpleted its mission an® returnc® home,

Yorking with varicus int-]licence agencics on 7 ipril, +he crmpany Cone
ducted a combat assault cast of Ban Me Thuot, The mission was designed to
lihcrate a group of Mﬁﬂfagnards and two Lpericens from a VG prison camp,
Details an? rosults of this cperation remain classificd,

During the evening of 7 dpril the cempany staged a night combat assault
in the local area for self-defense purioses. dorking with Detachment B-23,
Srecinl Forees, 110 CIDG treops were airlifted from 3ast Ficld into an IZ
controlled by 52nd CiB Pathfinders., The success of this mission nroved the
cencept fensible in the event of a suspected or actunl enemy attack on the
inst~llation,

The 1st Platoon flew to Cheo Reo on 8 4mril with 6 gliclks and 2 guns to
suppert the 22nd ARV Divison, They lifted 377 infantrymen in 10k sortics.
During this nction the Fﬂléons wéro credited with 3 cnemy EBi and the destriuce
tion of two military structures.

dnother combr” ass~ult was flown ~ut of Cheo Reo on 11 April for the MACV
team there. In 38 sortics, 250 PF troops were inscrted, and then extracted the
followin~ Anr in an additional 56 aircraft scrtics., Durin; the action on 11
daril a lizht pun team from the fpmed Platoon was givenécrcdit for I V3 kills,

Following the Cheo Ren extracticn on the 12th of Awril, the lst Airlift
‘ Platcon deployed to Tuy &n where a combat assault was flown in supnort of the
22nd [2VN Division, Snme 252 troops wewe airlifted in the insertion phase,
anc latir extracte” for a total of 106 sorties, Upon completion of this
mission an acA4itional 529 tronps were airlifted in a combat assault for

the Phu Yen Province S.nior Advisor.



Cheo Reo wns acain the siaping aren for a combat assanlt on 18 April.
Flying for the Phu Bon Prowvince HilV advisory Tsam, olements of the 155th
heli-lifted 368 troops in 128 sorties, The gunships des*royed 16 encmy
structures alongz =ith 8 pack animals,

Perhans the wors: tragedy in tho history of the company occured on 19
April whon two UH_1H heliconters ccllided in mideair while flying formation
during a combat ass~ult, £11 personcl aboard both aircraft wore killed.
Four officer aviators ~nd four enlisted crewmembors from the 155th lost
their lives in this unexplained accident, along with 18 Vietnamese military
passengers,

On 20 4pril elcments of the company again supported the Phu Bon Province
Team. Flying out of Cheo Reg, five UH.1H sircraft 1ifted 235 troops in 8L
sorties, |

Nine compary hclicoptefs flew to Tuy Hoa on 2l imril and provided a
massive airlift for the LRVN 3/7th and 1/37th Regiments in conjunction
with WNAF CH-3)y aircraft, Despite the low oveoreast wenthsr, 10LO,troops
were airlifted in 156 sortics.

Dyrine the night of 26 4pril Comp Coryell was subjecicd to an cnemy
mort~r attack, breaking the six week intcrlude =ince th& last of such actions.
& total of 1% rounds fell within the compounc, damaging séven hclicopters and
?scores of verinlss assigned to the 70th Engineer Company. There were 16
minor casunltics,

Throughou£ the month of May the 155th conducted "out of local arca"
missions in support of the 22nd ~nd 23rd SRVN Division. In support of these
divisions, the 155th flew company and platoon size miseions in Phu Ben,
Fleilku, Phu Yen, L.m Dang, Kontum, Ninh Thuan, Tuyen Duc, Binh Dinh, and
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Darlac provinces, In a’fition to this support to the ARVN Divisicns the come
pany provided daily sector aircraft to Quan Duc and D-rlac Sgeters and flew
more than 15 platoon size combat assaul®s for the Sth Srecial Porces, The
month of Myy afforded L3 combat assaults cut of the local area. My also
brought a rash of enemy attacks on Camp Coryell and Ban Mo Thuot,

At 0250 heurs on 5 .y, 5 rounds of a 60 round 82mm mortar attack
resulted in fivo aircraft being damaced and one man being inflicted with a
head wound, Four UH.1C punships were airborne at the tim: of the attack and
took the hcstile locations under fire scoring credit for 27 KBA ~nd 12 mortapr
tubes destroyed,

At 0110 hours on 15 lhy, ten 122mm rockets fell short of their mork of
Comp Coryell. But at 0110 hours on 25 May a barrage of 15 122mm rockets
resulted in seven aircraft damaged, onc totally, and nine persomel injured.
At 0210 on the following mofning,‘Qé May, 16 rounds of 82m mertars landed
within the cempound damazing 3 aircraft ond 22 vehicles and destroying
one generator and 4FU, Personnel suffered cnly 3 minor injurics.

On 1 June ths 1F5th received a werm welccme from the 10th Combat Ayi~tion
Battalion as, in accordence with paragraph 1, Goneral Orcrs 38, Headguarters
17th Combat Aviaticn Gremp, cated L Juyne 1968, the 1754K was tr-nsferred to
the 10th Combat ‘yiation Battalion from the 52n Aviation Battalion, During
fthis month of chonge-over the 155th found itself still wrrking in ~n arca
from Dak To to Phan Thiet, flying L9 "out of local area” missicns in support
of the 22nc and 23rd ARVN Divisicns and 5Sth Specinl Forces, moving 12,000 troops
in direct supncrt, hauling 92 tons of supplies and flying 1915 hours. Ope of
the highlights ~f the month was -~ night cembat assrult of 500 trcons in an area

north of Ban Y Thuot with minimum lighting., The successful aceemplistment of

Y
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this difficult task illustrated the 155th's ahility to reinforee its immediate
area at ~ny time sheuld Bon ¥ Thuct becrme o sito of a major offensive,

Dnring the early port of the month the 155th enstinued to draw the -
attention of "Charlies".mortar crevs, On L Junc at 0130 the nvrea of Camp
Corycll inhabited by membors of the 70th Zngineer Battalion tragically drew
eight rounds, causing extensive camage to the six tents the oncineers called
home., The rounds killed two and sericusly wounded 12, eight of which had to
be immedistely evacunted,

4t 0130 on 1) June, Camp Coryell came under it's heaviest mortar attack,
Lighty three 82mm and 62mm mortars were fired from approximately 500 meters
north of Comp Coryell's northern porimeter resnlting in over 41 hits within
the confines of the perimeter, Although ton aireraft were damaged, twn to
the point of turn-in, the rounﬁs evaded the hooch areas consequently there
were no easunlties,

Prior tc the 15th of June tho 155th AliC: had experienced six attacks
in six weeks. Beginning 15 June, cne flarc s™ip armed with a .50 cnliber
machine run and 20 flarcs was snt aleft ~t varicus times cach night, It
is noteworthy thot frenm 15 dune to 1ate “npust that only two attacks occured,
The first, 2 recniless rifle attack, cccured =25 the flnée ship was shutting
down and the second, a mertor attack was conducted from 5 school yard on the
geﬁge of *he city of Ban Mz Thuot thus preventing the flare ship frem return-
ing effective fire, The 75mm recoiless rifle aswtack came at 0010 on 28 June,
Ccnsisting of fifteen rounds, it result- in cnly two aircraft being moderate-

1y damaged,
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PERIOD 1 JULY - 30 SEPT:MBIER

Morale stoarily rose during this poric? and was at its hizhest level in
months. Bviryone adopted a pesitive "Can Do" attitude. Imprevements in
physical Ffacilities and additiecnal scrvices provided for the trocps were
factors. The most significant improvement in vhysical facilities was in the
unit mess hall, New field rances, steam table, erill, deop fat, fryer, and
a cold f£oed countor were obtained., The interior of +he mess hall was renovated.
These irmrovements coupled with a marked improvement in tho quality of food
preparation played a major role in raisine morale, Deuble metal wall lockers
werc obtnined for all persomnel and a billets improvemant program was
initinted., The impact of transients wns drasticnlly reduced, Mail service
was fair to good throughout the mericd.

The participation of the unit in the battle of Duc Lsn aded to the
buildup of morale. The unit made a significant aviation con*ribution to the
defeat of a large North Vistnamese Lymy force.

The first professional entertainment for the trrcps in approximately 9
menths performed at Cemp Coryell on 25, 26, and 27 October 1968. The show
was well reccived by the trcops,

Military crurtesy an” nerscnal. anpearance imprnvedggcnsiderably. This
was e in port to streng emvhasis by officers and NCO's apa by 2 feeling
of rersrnel and unit nride instilled in the troopse

Frequent guard duty due to a2 shortare of personnel tended to have a
detrimental effect on morale but was countercd by allowing guards the morning
off after their tour of duty, The hiph state of morale was reflected in the
increased productivity cof fewer personnel, 4 highor percentage of mission
rea’y sircraft was maintnined even theurh the number mechenics on hand was

steadily decreased during the neriod,



During the month of Julr the 155th 4Ssnuls Helicopter Campany conducted
the majority of its activities in Darlac Province. Elsven platoon and two
company sized combat assnulis were flo'm in support of the 23rd LRV Division
while 15 platoon sized assaults were flown for elemecnts of the 5th Special
Forces, Due to Command ~nd Staff efforts at Battalion level the 155th found
itself outside the local area only 6 time Auring the month of July compared
to L9 combat éssaults performed out of the area in the month of June, The
155th has flown 9 LPD misgiors during the past wonth for the 23rd ARVN Division
and assisted elements in contact on 16 occasions with gunship support,

"The companies aircraft availability rate chonged from a low of 6 slicks
anc U gims to a high of 16 slicks "nd 5 guns curing the month of July, This
was die primrily to having a total of six sircradt in 11lth P& curing July,
Availability began to pick up 2s airer~ft came of 11th B and was farther -
assisted when two 1,000 hr ﬁlus rircraft were transferred to different coms: >
panics within the battalion., Dyring July the company received 2 UH-1C airecraft
fror the 361lst and lost one UH-1C due to an engine failure,

With thu coming of Jwlv the monsoon season finally arrived in the Central
Highlands meking errly missions Aifficult if not often imporsible. The loeal
Viet Cong helpcd the installation celebrate the hth of %UIV'with a small mor-
tar atfack which 14 little damage to the cempound, | ”

‘ During the month of Auygust the 175th Lssault Helicopter Company gave the
majority of its support *tc Specinl Forces wits., The ¢ mpany conducted 17
platoon size? combat assaults were conducted in supnort of the 22nd and 23rd
ARW Divisions. During the past ronth over 30 AFD missions were flown in

the Ban Mo Thuot anc Duc Lap arca which helped to loc~te severnl enemy base

camps, The cempany's gunshing were called out on 21 different occasions during



”l don’t think you're tuking this war very seriously, Lieutenant
: Jetset!!”
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August to support both U S, and ARV Troops in contact,

On 25 Lupust the Special Forces and M-CV commounds at Duc Lnp came under
a heavy encry attack from a large NVi force, The 155th supplied ths mojority
of the avi~tion support’for the first thrce 2ays of the battle, Inis support
cost 1 UH-1H apd 1 UH-1C shot down by anti-eircraft fire and 10 afditional
ships hit during the firet 3 days., With tho L aircraft hit esrlier in the
 month it broﬁght the company total up to 16 aircr~ft hit by hostile fire for

the month of August,

Lfter 53 days without a hostile attack the company roccived a recoiless
rifle attack on the 26th and then on the 31st of August 20 122mm rockets wera
fired at the company »raa, Oply 6 rockets londed within the narimetcr and
damhge was at o ~inimum,

The company contimued to mrovide combat sunport to “RVN and U.S. Fopces
in the Ban M Thuot are-, The month wns charactérized by the beginning of the
battle of Due Lap and the orgrnization of Task Force Spoilor, The crmpany
in addition to locnl supnort, acermplished major 1ifts in Qui Nhen and Cheo
Reo, Cezbat supnert was civen to vorious Specisl Ferces units throughout
the month,

On %9 inzust, whilo cenmeting a crmbat aesault for B-23 Speci~l Forces
at Tien htar, a UH.1C reccived 2 rcunds of greund fire, The armed holicenter
gsustnined rinor darage, however cme crew momb-r was scricusly wounded,

A% 0105 hrnrs on 23 Apguat, the battls of Dye Lan began., figain the com-
pany showesd its ranid mobilitw by rcsnonling to an urgent request from the
23rd AR Divisi-n for arms” helicopter susport, The mmshins wire on stotion
30 minutes leter, The crmpony nrovided continucus ~rme? helicenter support

for the beseired c-mp throughout the night of 23 Aygust. At 0700 hours on



23 dugust , while engoring o hostile foree, one of the armed zun team wns shoﬁ
down by enemy ground fire, XLlthough one of the crew memb rs incurred serious .
gunshot wounds, thev foyght their way tr a friendly compeund 100 meters away.,
Making the safety of the crmpound, the crew was evacusted by air later in the
r~rning, During the morning of 23 August, the company nrovided 5 1ift heli-
copters in ~n effort to re-inforce the beleagured outposts, Under intense
sneny ground’and anti-aircr~ft fire, the combat assault continued airlifting
forcea inte the nrea of the cmp. Two ~rmed heliceenters from the company
provided suppressive fire and continuous air cover for the air assault opera=-
tions. 28 rounds of small arms, and anti-sircraft fire were received through=
out the day,

Again on 2l August, the company provided 7 airlift helicopter and 2 armed
helicopters for support of the beseiged forcos at Dyc Lap, Hore re-inforce-
ments were desperately nxedéd to ouell the attacking force. 4s the first wave
of 1ift shins desconded on final for he LZ e¢nemy anti-aircraft gunners opened
fire on the flicht, sending one =ircraft to tho ground in flames, Thorc wore
negative injuriss to the crew, howev-r l passcngors perished in the burning ~
wreckage, Within minutcs, the crew was rescucd and evacuated to Ban My Thuot.

On 25 Auoust, Task Force Spoiler was orpanized. The company provided

a majority of its aircraft in support of this operation. Numerous assets

'within the 17th Combat Aviation Group were callod upon to provide aireraft in

supnort of Task Force Smoil:r.

On 26 August, 2200 hours, Camp Corvall was subjected to an encmy recoil-
less rifle attack, A total of 10 rounds fell on the compoun’, One warrant
officer was slightly injured in the attack an? 3 UH.1H heliconters received

rinor damage, There w23 negative facilities damaged.



The worst tragedy suffered thus far bv the company in the battle of
Duc Lap occured on 27 Angust 1968, Two UH-1C helicopters wers dispatched
to Duc Lan to support the MACV Sybsector which ceme under an intense enemy
ground attack, As the light fire toam rolled in for the attack, enemy gunnersg
riddled the two aircraft with small arms fire., Lt. Pratt, pilot on the trail
aircraft was killed, while two other pilots suffered facial injuries, The
two gunships; crippled ns they were, manages to fly hack to Ban Me Thuot, A
properly worn chest protector can be credited for saving the life of Waprant
Officer Brad Jones,

On 28 Lugust, +he company was honored hy the reouest of I UH.1H helicop-
ters to transport Presient Tnieu, his staff and gensral party to Dyc Lap,

The operation was conducted without ineident.

At 025 hours, 31 Ausust, Camp Coryell was again subjected to a 122rm
rocket attack, A total of'20 roﬁnds fe1l on or near the compound, Three
enlisted men from the 185th Recon Airplane Company and two enlisted men from
the 70th Ewpineers were wounded slishtly and returnce® to duty, Two UH.1C
and 2 UH-1H helicopters of the Lth Infantry Division reccived minor damage.
One C.P. medium tent was destroyed.

On 8 September 1968, a helicopter returning to BanéMé Thuot from a sector

mission suffered an engine frilure -~nd was forced to autbrotate to a grassy
- field, There were newative injuries o crew members or passengers, The most
serious tragecy was yot to come, 4t 1100 hours, 8 September, on a return flight
from Dyc Lap the 23rd ARV Division Senior Advisor's aireraft was forced to
autorotate into dense jungle 2 riles north of Duc Lan, The aireraft exploded
on impact with only twe seriovsly injnred crew members surviving the crash,

General An, the 23r¢ ARVN Division Commander; and Colonel Sage, the 23rd ARWN
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Division Commrnder 5 and Colonel Baze, the 23rd ARVN Divigsicn Sgnior Ldvisor 3
were listed amon the derths, The tragedv was folt by everyona in the Ban Me
Thuot area,

In the aftern~on <;f 23 Scptemb: r, while flying on a combat assault in the
Duc Lap aren, a UH-1H was dewned by enemy fire in the LZ, Ono aviator was
slightly injvred, as a resvlt of mortar rounds falling on the IZ, The grew
was not extracted wntil ssvoral hours lat..r due to intcnse snemy ground fire,
The aireraft was completely destroyed by fire,

On 23 September, the ¢ompany was honored by Major Tan, commander of the
L5th Ropiment 5 in recognition of outstanding achiovement providec his regiment
during the battle of Duc Lap. Major Poole, the 155th AHC Commander received
the appropriately inseribed plaque for the company,

On 30 Septemhor, while flyinz Darlac Sector, a UH-1H helicopter made a
precautionary landing in a secure area., Ag the aircraft touched down, the

ensine failed, Thorc was neg~*ive injury to crow or passengers.
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During the month of ovember 1968, the 155th Asseult H(liébpter Company
contlnued to" prov1ﬂe a_rcraft for several major troop lifts in the II Corp
Tactical area, I, addition, the companv “as provided adlrc-aft for oﬁerations
in Iam Dong, Kganh Hoa, Darlac, Qnang Dyc, Tuyeh Dyc, ant Phu Bon Provinces
and for the 5th Svecial Forces, - 7

S A 2009, 12 November 1968, Camé Corvell came under hostile attack, - Fifteen
roun&% of 75m recoilless rifle fell on or neér the compoﬁnd. One enlisted —
man was slighs 1y injured 1na air evacuated, Five aircref% rccoived from light
to heavr dwmass and five facilitics recaived from light to mo&erate damage, v
?he attack lasted from 2009 until 2010 hours,

At 0215, 1 Novcmbnv 1968, Camp Corvell again cams undcr hos“ilc attack,
Vinetcen rounds of B82mm nortars fcll on the compound, Four onlisted men from i
the 196th Aasanlt Sypport Hélicopter Company wore serinously injured and air -
evgguated. Ten aireraft received light damage, In afiition,vsix veHicles
were damagod to a Light extent, The attack lastad from 0218 wntil 0220 hnurs,

Dyring the menth of December the 155th 4sgault Hilicopter Cnmpany flow
air swpport throughout the II Corms Tactical Zonc, The 185th conducted air
assdults in By Prang, Chzo 250, Due Lap and for the Duc Hy Rangors, The ISgth .
also con+vnu°d to flv tactical air support missions for “tho 23ra ARVN DlVlSion
in the Ban Me Thuet arca and throughout Darlae Provines, |
: On the 6th and 13th of Dicemb:r tho comprund imder attack by 82mm mortnr.
N’egaulvh dnmape was reported cn both occa<1ons. 4

On the 16th Camp Coryell again came wnder attack.with 75m recoilless
rifles. Seven aireraft wern damaged during the attack alcng with iight damage
to two buildings, : - . .

On 28 December 1968, ship 7668 from 10th Battalion crashed just north of
the compound completely demclishing the aircraft, Four personnel from-the 155th

werc on board, Trhree required air evacuation and five killed,
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Northwest"'bf__;the con\;pound}; came uncer- heavy .contact. alo:
L ._E_,I:eaq'qyaxgterg oy Plare and ‘gun support ‘Were granted,”

28— Major Billy R, Goodall, Co
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- Helicopter Company, ordereq ' ;

i
| ~ | Lmmed | e Approxinately !
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e inddial attacks §aleong el ) 7, p Z

~ Standby crews immediatély nogified of the situation and were: directaltgw

S e give Support to .the home base.;' ' o -

e CREZS:. -, »

. ' Flare - ac Davis, meys

‘ ce Peck, g HMdasher .

%
»

P T

e T Guns - ae ’Dona;lds_d;,,‘— P Spearman ‘Q‘FJ’?
SR T ce Wategous; g dedvoy % 29

ac Haima, P Qindsey » o4 .
Ce . .' g l, o X
ual: support’ given the sector and ‘DTOC taroughout the morning
10 gun ship wag downed by hostile Fire while ‘&lving Suppert in
,:“.'l_‘;heb vVicinity of 2 miles south of the cempound , Imed}at? al A :’ ;
-Or recovery of ship ang erew members,, 165th Transporftation Detachneit
- Whecker Ship ang- crew, Dust<off Ship and Crew, one gun ship of “the . .&°
% 155th, two slick ships and cre '

w-plus the 1554h Reactionswe force fQ:c e
o Tecurity were immédiately dispatched to the crash scene, S

2JOr.Billy R, Goodall, Commander was wo

unded by hostile-fi while

aking off in the ‘traffi¢ pattern of “the compound o 30 e, %f
' 83 Qe LINDSEY £ HDNNY : .

minor.

“heurs & Dovmed ‘gun sﬁip/c):‘c"ew;s'afe ¥ recovered, SP/5 Fads received:
Puises, Sp/ 4 HeGettigan received superficial wofinds, .

TR L o DONRIDSON mARSH
Gun giving support: for. recovery -~ ae [hwest; p Y .
SO LT ae Jarmigan, g Tiner”

§

1]

BSP/5 Clark (me
etachiterit AHéliccp‘l':’




LS
#
P o

ZEJ
-~
e

e e e



.
+
>
.
e
»

- Sequence of Events of »
‘ ' Attack on Camp Coryell 5 .

) . & 30 January 1968 .
. ' e

4300 hours - SP/5 Baucom received Wounds‘ffom schrapnel while on a fire
mission in a UH-10 gun ship, 6 miles north of compound. Ship
took 5 additional hits caused by hostile automatic weapons fire.

1830 hours - WOl Teaford was wounded by 30 cal. automatic weapons fire, in
the right cheek, His UH-1H aircraft was on a high approach
to the compound and received hostile fire 1/2 mile from conpound
perimeter. His aircraft was enroute from Zast Field. Aireraft
. took adéitional -2‘—;- hitse.

i 30 January 68 - 31 Januray 68

2300 - 0400 hours - Continually through the night and® into early morning 2 UH-1C
gun snips were giving 002§inual support to the 23rd Infantry Division
ARVH in the Ban lle Thuot’vicinity., In this period of time these

two aireraft took a total of 32 hits from hostile fire. They

were credited with sil cing 2 enemy machine zun positions. As of
6400 hours all Falcon #¥a ships had been grounded by hostile fire

at least once since the’Tet celebration began at 2400 hours 30
January 1968, The Falcons have flown a totzl of 30 hours in the
vicinity of the compound and Ban ile Thuot while bein%%nder contiual

' . enemy fire, \
Crews fop gun ships: - ’
AC Donaldson, F Lane Al “i.Jomnson, £ Timmons
Co Baucom, G Doroun CI Jarnigen, 5 icAvos

b 38 1) ! s

S = d ! T . o A .
1900 - 0500 nours -@flare stondby UH-1l@gave continucl flare support vaile
s under fire, %o the ARVH 234 Infentry Division and the two

i Falcon gun ships. -

AL sccharbel] o funter sty | AR

CE DUKING G e po——— =2
wuss cw/ !

ey ]

2600 hours -~ Water pumping station east of compound was lost to enemy forces,
Haj Valter Urbach“'erecovered 155th personnel when they ‘amcame

.ujﬁah under attack., There were no injuries,
: Personnel at water point:
SP/4 Klotz
SP/4 Been

SP/5 Walton

" 1820 hours - 2 Mortar rounds hit compound in the aircraft parking area.
There were no injuries or damage. :

- 2015 hours - Urgent lMed-Evac 5 miles south of compound, Palcons gave'gun cover
and received 8 hits from enemy rounds.
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0210 hours
0800 -0830

0310 ‘Bburs -

0730 hours

1600 hours

~ 1620 hours

1615 hours
r/17115 hours
1800 hours

C&C Crew:

1300 hours:

1B15 hours:

."1)420 hours:

'y

0600 hours -

.yHarrs-%ms

1 February 1968

.

—~ 20 Hortar rounds hit ¢ompound in the cantonment area. There were

casval ies,: 2 Here Fed— ac'tg fgi Trang § 9«.2taa
mw P Usar #M Nrawe o L =
e ic Weapons ire.

Compound rece Intense automati

hours - Reaction force deployed to water ptant and secured pumpinmg
station. There were no injuries,

)
s

2 February 1968

- 25 Hortar rounds fell on compound, landed in airckaft parking area,
Major end minor damage to aircraft. Io casualties. *

- Compound régeived intense sniper fire.
3 February 1968

~ 3 K«9 personnel were injured by schrapnel by an unknown source. Two

were evacuated to Cjlam Ranh Bay, one treated by 8th Med and released,

i an Je Thu 3 v:.cinlty

took 15 .30 caliber hits from hostils Tire. T Two casudlties,

-\One slick downed by hostile fire, — TATUM)
-~ One recovery sflick left compound to recover downed aircraft. HARRIS

-\Qn% resupply siick left compound to resupply 173rd. tile hits,

N
Downed Crew: supply Crew:
Goss « Harmon

Tatum - Chido
Warren - Nob Avery - Dedspmwier

~AC
- One C&C st;:Lp in support oi‘ the l73rd D1v in the Ban e

: govery Slick:
Harris -~ Rutle
¢57th AHC)\ Patella - Chee

¢ “W‘."" YR wed  eures., —0ollis ()
j - No further hits or casualties. L xtvecAled re@wed  vovmanAaie
- ' : & dioved cvow

4 February 1968
Compound alerted for 100% alert.,

=.0ne UH-1C Wes” downed by hostile f:me nea

Crew: ﬁ’\&s “"b TR dt\% ﬁ %}se\ﬁ&e. f t Sto ;"‘d. Ciﬂ &—Q ?\)Sc‘.

=)

W. Johnson - Walker Fanins, “‘U""Lih(
Baucom - Farnum ¢ Magetrgan b

Back light tower received scattered incoming rounds
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e ' N February 1968
tw * i
18145 hours - Compound rec’:e:.ved Scattered sniper fire inghe vicinity of the
© . ®  corral and k-9 area, compound returned fire,

B T s mebramy 1060

‘0150 hours - 20 rounds fell on compound, minor ang major damage (mortars).

, 2240 hours - 30 mortar rounds fell on compound including aircraft area and cantonment .'
areas, 8 casualties, 5 aircraft moderately damaged, . "

Y ‘ 6 February 1968
0055 kours - one EM fatality, killed by friendly troops. William Eisger, SP/S : ;i

2045 hours % scattered snlper.f.‘.lre southeast side of compound. Compound returned fire.
No casualties !
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JANUARY

The month of January brought with it a series of mortar attacks on the
**Ca.mp Coryell Compound. Numerous casualties and extensive damage to aircraft
and building structures. The latter part of Jamuary was the keggim beginning
of the Vietnamese Tet News Years Holiday season which turned into a night mare
for members of the 155th Assault Helicopter Compaund and its detachments.

On 4 Januaryo%ﬁg %81%581111(1 came under a barrage of mortar and B-40 rocket
atbtack. 40 mortars and 6 B-40 rockets landed on the compound. For the first
time the 155th was infiltrrated by the Viet Cong through the perimeted fencee.
The compound suffered no casualties.

On 17 January, 0125 hours, again the compound came under mortar attack. ,
25 rounds landed in the limits of the Ban Me Thuot airstrip. Immediately :
the compound responded with a heavy volume of automatic weapons fire to prevent
what had happened the 4th of January from reoccuring. Members of the 155th
were rapidly learning what it was like to come under attack at more frequent
intervals. ‘

On 23 Q‘Je‘%?'ug.%;r T968 the compound was hit by 53 mortar rounds.

On 4 ﬁég‘éhhi%é 46 rounds landed on the compound. Numerous casualties were
“suffered. 1 Korean Civialian was killed while enrout to repair perimeter light
generators. Compound suffered the loss of 2 Air Force Air Weather Persomnel
who were killed in their quarters when a round struck their hootch. Compound
immediately responded with a heavy return of mmskite automatic weapons fire.
The reésults of this return of fire was 6 confirmed enemy KIA, The enemy again
were at’cempting to infiltrate the compound from both ends of the compound.

On 13 March 1968, 2220 hours compound came under a barrage of enemy mortar fire.

82 rounds struck the compound causing extensive damage to property and mfllct:\.ng
numerous casualties. .

edittam



