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PREFACE

This is the history of the 155%th Avn Co (AML), a unit which is a
compound product of modern aeronautical technology and the traditions
of the United States Army, The company originated, at greatly reduced
strength, at Fort Riley, Kansas, upon the reorganization of the lst
Infantry Division under the ROAD concept. The Company was then 4 .Compe
any, lst Aviation Battalion, lst Infontry Division, A&s such it took
part in the US Air Force INDIAN RIVER Excreises and in the US Strike
Comannd Operation GOLDFIRE I, 4nd as such, it prepared for and moved
to the Reyublic of Viet Nam, It is during the preparation for thig
movement that this history begins,

This history is o contemporary account of events in the 155th Ava
Go, It has been prepared from operations orders, after action reports,
daily activity reporis, eyo witness accounts and informal personal
interviews, all regarding this company, The recovdlaz of events is
being done by colendar quarters o facilitato compilation and distri-
bution to members of the corpony durding their tour in Viet Yam., The
recounting of events is as objsctive as possible with the observing,
recording and chronicling all being done by these who also are respon-
sible for aceomplishing the assigned nissions, This history was
orgenized and initiated by Caoptain John A, Ceurin who Joined this organ-
ization as a member of its advanced party in Bon Me Thuot. ‘

It is ny privilege to cormand this diverse organization of some
three hundred officers and men, at the heart of which is the 155th
dvn Co, at the tine this is written., I salute those men = mechanics,
cooks, clerks, securiiy cuards, cormmumications, medics, aircrewmen -
for whon and about whonm this is written,

(" f éﬁ)li .
ek LEL
/JCZEPY L. PARLAS JR. |
;fgkdorg Infantry :
Cormanding
BAN ME THUOT, RVN
24 Feb 66
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III. &ignificant events and Operations (Period 18 March = 30 Jun)
A, Events and Operations
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2, Movement
3« DERCS exchange
4o Qualifiecation and Training
5, Arrival of lst "Shotgun® Platoon
6. Dong Xoni Operation
B, Annexes
1. Officers remaining with Company A (4nnex A)
2+ Advence Party for Conpany A (Annex B)

3. Statistics of guarterly operations (Ainnex C)




IV. Significant Events and Operaticns (Period 1 July - 30 Sep)
A, General
B. Events and Operations
1. Arrival of 52d Security Platoon
2. Cheo Reo Operation
3. Duc Co Operations
4e Secretary of Defense Party
5., Clearing of Highway #21
6, Change of Cormand
7. Rotation of shotgun platoons
8. Quang Ngai Operation
9. TPhuoec Vinh "D" Zone Operation
C. Annexes
1, Statistics of Quarterly operations (Annex A)

2, Map 1;500,000 Operaticnal Areas (innex B)
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TABIE OF CONTENTS (CONTINUED)
V. Significant Events and Operations (Period 1 Oct = 31 Dec)
A, General
B, EBvents and Operations
1l Iron Triengle Operation
2. FPlei Me ~ Ia Drang Valley Operation
3. Tuy Hoa Operation
4 Michelin Plantation Operation Bushwhacker I & II
5. DBien Tre Operation
6, Buon E' Yang
MISSION: The nmissicn of the 155th &vn Co is to provide tactical air
noverment of combat troops in airmobile operations and to
provide tactical air movement of combat supplies and equip-

ment within the combat zone.

ORGANIZATION: The 155th &Avn Co is organized under TCE 1-77E and has
the following units attached:

&

165th Transportation Detachment (Cargo Helicopter Fleld
Malntenanceg -

8th Medical Detachment
208th Signal Detochment (RADLED) (AVION@QS)_
255th Quartermaster Detachment (POL) |
'”%529ﬂQﬁﬁ¥%érm&sts?%Bétachmeﬂﬁiﬁﬁﬁﬁ}
 #88th Military Police Detachment (K-9)

¥ Attached for administration and logistics only
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IT. Regional Analysis
A, Terrain

. 1, The II Corps Tactical Zone, in which Ban Me Thuot is
located and in which the 155th Avn renders the majority of its support,
covers an area of 32,725 square miles or 49% of the land area of South
Vietnem, Its wesbtern border is 342 miles long and in common with Laos,
in the northern portion of Kontum Province, Cambodia and III Corps
Tacbical Zone, The eastern Border is approximately 400 miles of coaste
line with the South China Sea, The area is 40 niles wide in the North
and 342 miles wide in the South, This area is politically divided into
the Provinces of Kontum, Binh Dinh, Pleiku, Fhu Bon and Phu Yen in the
22d Division Tactical Area and Darlae, Khanh Hoa, Quang Duc, Tuyen Due,
Ninh Thuan, Lem Dong and Binh Thuan in the 23d DTA, Geographically,
this area may be divided into three major areas,

a, The coastel plain is a narrow strip of long, flat,
oftten marshy terrain not more than itwenty miles wide from the sea
inland., This area is formed by a2 series of numerous river deltas
interrupted by rocky ridge lines running steeply to the sea, This
area is almost entirely under culbtivation with four rice crops yearly.

bo The mountain region extends from north to south almost
the entire length of the IT Corps Tactical Zone, Elevations range from
3,000 to 8,000 feet wiith the eastern slopes quite steep and the western,
more gradual., Rain forests cover three quarters of this area with most
of the remainder covered with cpen dieciducus growth, Cultivation is
limited to snoll cleared arveas on relatively flat land, Flying in this
area is very hazardous with foreced landing areas practically non-exist-
ent, ceilings frequently very low and winds unpredictable,

¢« The plateau region is located west of the mountains and
is comprised of the Eontum Plateau in the North and the Darlac Plateau
to the South, This region has altitudes ranging from 1,000 - 3,000
feet with gently rcliing hills and much open ares., Where the soil is
not under cultivation, a thick growth of grass to a height of eight
to ten feet covers the ground, Where sdequate drainage is provided,
this area will support four vegetable crops yearly.

2. The principal cities of this area are Phan Thiet, Phan
Reng, Nha Trang and Qui Nhon on the coastal plain; Dalat in the mountains
end Dan Me Thuot, Pleiku and Kontum on the plateaus, The major routes
of this area are:

2. DRoute #1: Saigon - Danang (Coastal Route throughout
this area)

b, Route #11: Dalat = Phan Rang

ce Route #14: Saigon « Dan Me Thuot ~ Pleiku = Kontum




ds PRoute #19: Pleiku - Qui Nhon
e, Route #0: Saipgon - Dalat
£, Route #21: Dan Me Thuot = XNha Trang

The republic!s major rajl line parallels Route #1 along its enbire
length with one spur line from Phan Rang to Dalat. The emerging loge
istical and cormunications complex of Cam Ranh Bay is located between
Phan Hang and tha Trang,.

B, Weather

1. Weather throughlut this area can be divided into
the summer monsoon, June through September, and the winter monsoon,
November through April, with the months of May and Octeber as periods
of transition, During the Simmer monsoon the wind is southwesterly
cousing cloud buildups on the western slopes of the mounteins, This
regults in a rainy seascn for the plateaus and mountainecus areas
during the summer months whils the coastal provinces have clear skies
and good flying weathers The winter monsoon brings a northeagterly
fiow with conditions reversed, The coastal provinces of Birh Thuan
and Nirh Thuan are little effected by either monsoon and have generally
ciear weather the year around,

2o Average rainfell in the mountain and plateau areas is
90 inches and on the coastal pleain, 87 inches, The temperatures on the
coastal plain range from the mid-70s to the high 80s during the rainy
season and low 805 to high 90s during the dry season, The mountoing
and plateaus experience temperatures from the mid-60s to the low 80s
during the dry season and high 60z to mid-80s during the wet season,
Winds are noemally gusty at 10-~15 knots with velocity increasing with
altitudes Surfuce winds up to 25 knots are frequently encountered,

€. Indigenous Population

1, The II CIZ has a population of approximately 2.5
million people or just over 20% of the population of the Republic
of Viet Nam, The majority of this population is located along the
coastal plain in the vieinity of the coastsl cities. The majority of
these peopic are Vietnemese of Chinese extraction.

2, The mountain ond plateau régions are inhabited chiefly
by Mentapgnard tribesmen who are, etlmically, the only native Vietnameses
There are thirty-uine major tribes and some 150 subordinate tribal
groups of these people living in the highlends of Vietnam, Cambodia and
laos, Uan Me Thuot iz the traditional capitol of these peoples The
IT Corps area is inhabited by 500,000 of these people. The largest
tribe in this region is the Rade whose influence extends from Kontum
to Ban Me Thuot,
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DIEPARATION FOR MOVEMENT

uarters, 1st Infantry Divisiocn, alerted
0 prepare the Alrmobile Gempany (Compony A)
onpeny A was to be the mejor unit nf an
ting of an alrmobile company, field meinternance
seobment,; cnd wmedical detackment with total

cers, Warrant Officers, and eniisted men.

airmebilie packet consist

detachment, sipnal 4

cn 18 and 19 March personnel were selected for asgigment to the
packet from Fort Riley rescurces and persconel shortage reporbed to
Fifth Ay Headguartcrs, FOR processing began for personnel ab Forh
Riley onn 19 March and continued through 21 Merch, None of the officers
selected tc command any of the detachments nor the selected company
comrandér for Company 4, were at Fort Hiley at the beginning of the
PO processing.

(n 24 March, the movement directive was received confirming a
suriece move of equipnent from Tort Liley to an mspeciliied destination,
The requiroment for slobthing and equipment to asceompeny individuois was
cwit ot this time, This rssulied in having +o conbact all personnel
wiile on leave to amend personal eguiprment and wniform reguirementse

The movement directive specified that all personnel involved in
_the move would meceive 15 days leave pricr to departure, This direce
tive was reinforced by the expressed desires of the Commanding General,
Fort lilley; and on 26 March a majority of the persomnel on stabion
were releaged on leave, Arvangsments were mede with post units and
the 1st Avietion Datbtelion %o furnish pewvsonnel to assist in completing
PUle  The property book officer, supply sergeant, and several key
personnel of the packet were redained at Fort Riley to supervise
this preparation and conseguently received no leave,

By 26 March the equipment readiness date had been established
as 3 Lpril and o deadiine %o compleie issue of all sapplies and equip-
ment to the packet established as 31 March. The readiness date wags

ater revised to 2 April and then 3 April, Bguipment was still being
issund o the packet on the afterncon of 3 April, several hours sfter
rall loading was to have been completed. A4s a result, supplementary
shipment was prepared which departed Fort Riley on 5 Lpril.

By midnight on 8 April all newly assigned personnel and personnel
on leave were at Fort Liley., Arrangements had been made for trans-
portation, billeting and messing of 2ll personnel until departure,

On 9 and 10 April new personnel were POR checked and immmization

and physical requiremeonts completed for many who had not been properly
processed at their prior stations., Several personnel changes necessit-
ated by unfulfilled POR requirements were made on 9 and 10 April
resulting in the establishment of a rear detachment.




Dy 9 April transportation arrangements were firm and manifests
were preparcd. The packet departed by air in three groups from
Kansas City and Manhattan airports early on the morning of 11 April,
arriving at San Diego Naval Alr Station on the seme day,s FPersonnel
were transported directly from the aircraft to the USS IWO JIMA.

Sunday 11 April was spent by Major De ILoach in conference_with
the ships! crew on administrative matters and coordinating manifests
of persormel and equipment, At this time it was discovered that several
errors had been made in shipping and much of the equipment previously
designated to accompany the troops had been shipped to Oak}and Army
Terminal. Inciuded in this equipment was most of the special theater
clothing end eg.jpment issued to the unit,
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MOVEMENT

At 0900 hours Monday, 12 April, the USS IWO JIMA sailed with
254 Officers and men from Fort Riley, along with two other packets
of similar size from Fort Dragg and Fort Campbell, These units were
A Company, 101st Avn Dn and A Company, 82d Avn Dn. On board in ad-
dition to each units equipment were 77 unassigned UH-1D helicopters,
and 9 conex containers with replacement parts,

On 27 April 1965 the USS IW0 JIMA docked at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii
for four hours and took aboard a liaison officer from US Army Support
Command, Vietnam, Pearl Harbor wes the last land seen until the ships
aerrival at Vung Tau (Cape St. Jacques), RVH, on 1 May 1965, During
transit, orientations were held for personnel and unit commanders
were informed of their ultimate destinations, Ilans for debarkation
and movement to destinations were disseminated and subsequently changed
becavse of crowded port conditions necessitating early movement to
destinations,

In the absence of any instructiocns from the receiving command, the
senior officer directed that the 77 aircraft be assigned to the three
packets by tail nmumber in order to facilitote control, It was believed
at the time the aircraft would be flown off the ship, inspected for .
safety of flight at Vung Tau, and proceed to destination, On 28 April
processing began on the 77 aireraft, and by 1800 hours on 30 April all
airceraft except two had been released for flight. Messages were ex-
changed betwsen the ship and US Army Support Commend, Vietnam confirme
ing arrivel dete and time and procedures for flying aircraft off the ship.

At 0620 hours 1 May 1965 the first aircraft was launched from the
058 TWO JOMA from about 25 miles at sea, The aircraft was piloted by
lst Lt Edward T, Fledger and co-pilot by WO William Crothers, both of
Company 4, 1st Aviation Dattalion, Thereaftsr ships were launched
beriodically until approximately 1100 hours when the last aireraft,
including the two requiring further maintenance, had been launched,




Upon arriving at Vung Tau the packet commanders received instruc-
tions as to movement of their units to final destinations, Company 4,
lst Aviation Dattalion moved en masse, less crewchiefs, to Dan Me Thuot
on C-123 aircraft, closing at approximately 1545 hours 1 May 1965,

The unit was met at Dan Me Thuot by It Col Delbert Townsend, Commanding
Officer, 52d Aviation Dattalion, and the units' advanced party which
had been in country approximately 10 days, Rations, tents, and other
minimum essentials were on hand at Dan Me Thuot to sustain the unit

for the first several doys. There were, however, no medical supplies
and no supply of potable water,

On 3 Mey aviators returned to Vung Tou to pick up the unitls
alreraft, and crewchiefs, One aireraft had been reassigned by US
Army Support Commend as o maintenance float, leaving the unit with
24 UH=-1D1g,

Vehieles and equipment were due to be shipped to Nha Trang by
LST and then moved overland to Dan Me Thuot. The first eguipment,
four conex containers, arrived on 10 May 1965 with the first 10 -
vehicles on 15 May. Dy 26 May all the units equipment had arrived
except two 2% ton trucks and several trailers, Vehicles were moved
in three groups by Vietnamese drivers,

The remainder of Moy was spent preparing the unit for an oper-
ational readiness date of 1 June, Weapon kits were installed on 9
UH-13 eircraft (Previously exchanged for 8 Ui-1D!'s); and protective
armoment kits were installed on 16 UH-1D aircraft,

On 7 Moy aviators from the 52nd Airlift Platoon, the 117th Awn
Company ond the 119th fwn Co arrived at Dan Me Thuot for a personnel
exchange with Company 4 tc stagper dates of rotation., OFf the officers
and Worrant Officers arriving in the original packet, only 14 remained
with the company after the exchange, The exchange was made on a man

. for man basis with the various units of the Dottalion, Enlisted
personnel of all A grades were also exchanged, :

48 o result of the DERGS exchange, an intense training progrom was
established by the Company in an effort to qualify the new aviators in
the UH~1D helicopter. Platoon and company training in formation flying,
eagle flights and company sized airmobile assoults were greatly emphasized,

20 May eaw the arrival of Company &'s first Yshot gsun™ (Door Gunner)
platoon commanded by lst Lt William J, Tracz, The platoon was made up
of volunteers from units of the 25th Inf Div, The unit was TDY to i
Company & for a period of 3 months., Their duty was that of helicopter
door gunners while augmenting the companyts security force,

The unit was declared operationally ready on 1 June and began
operations on that day. In its first month of operation Company A
conducted six company size operations in support of the 23d Division.

During the last week of May the company received its designation
of "Stage Coach" with "Faleon" for the armed platoon. During the next
year, these call signs were to become faniliar in all four corps areag
of Vietnam,
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COFFICELS HEMAINING WITH COMPANY A

Major Williasm W, Deloach
Capt, Charles T, Gilmer

Capt. Leon E. Gurry

Capt, Anthony P, Di Denedetto

Capts Leonard L, Doswell
1/t Edwerd T, Pledger
1/It Robert C, Elwell
CWO  William H, Goldman
CWO  Glen W. Mantooth
CWO  William H, Cleary
CWO  James D, Stallard
CWO  Charles W, Millard
CWO  William J, Fields

CWO Carl T, Sypniewski

Amnex 4,

067668

04058567
05306680
02306594
078572

05411943
05017983
W2207733
W2206470
W3150348
W3150506
W31507688
W3151037
W3430112
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LIVANCED PARTY OF COMPANY A

1. Capt., Leonard L. Doswell
2. 1/Lt William J, Gavin Jr,
3. 1/Lt John A, Geurin

4o 1/L Paul B, Hinds

5. 1/t Jimmy Wilkie

6, SFC John E, Stanton

Annex B,

Company A

25th Inf Div
119th Awn Co
117th Awn Co
119th 4vn Co

Company 4
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Annex G,

STATISTICS (F QUARTERLY OFELRATIONS
of Sorties {lown during preceding quarter:
of Combat sorties flown during preceding quarter:
of flying hours flown during preceding quarter:
of passengers lifted during preceding quarter:
of toms of cargo lifted during precading quarters

of aircraft receiving hits during preceding guarters:
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CENERAL

This quarter has teen characterized by many significant events and
operations, On 3 July Company & received its first Security Platoon;
28 August Major Deloach left the company, and the 5th of September brought |
about the rotation of the shot gun platoon,

Major operations during the quarter in which Company A were involved
included Buc Co, Quang Ni and Phuoc Vinh, The Fruoc Vinh operation
involved elements of the 173rd Airborne Drigade being 1ifted into War
Zone "D¥, an area north of Saigon which had long been a notorious Viet
Cong stronghold,

EVENTS AND ODELATIONS

3 July sav the arrivel of the 52nd Security Platoon., This platoon,
one of the largest in the US Army, is headquartered at TPleiku snd has
elements attached to each airmobile company in the battalion for local
security, With this platoon, every available means of defense is cow
ordinated ineluding bunkers, observation posts, roving patrols, mortars,
ground surveillance infared searchlights, and sentry dogs,

& highlight of 1965 for Company 4 came in July when the Company was
called upon to fly the Secretary of Defense and his party on an inspect-
ion visit to the Republic,

On July lsty Company A was alerted for movement to Cheo Reoc air-
field (Coor. DQR35625) for an operttion in support of the ARVN Aire
borne Drigade, A PAVN Regiment had been located in the mountain pass
southwest of Chec Reo, The mission involved supporting the ARVN
Alrborne Drigade with airlift of supplies end personnel, A second
mission was given Company A, that of ewncuating a Adistrict headw
quarters near Cheo Reo which had been under attack by the Viet Cong
for several days,

Decause of the enemy situation, supplies and ammunition had not
been sent to the village for several deys. Prior te decision to ovace
uate the headquarters, o battalion of the ALRVN airborne brigade attempted
to gain nccoss to the village by convoy, The convoy was ambushed in
a defile four kilometers southwest of Cheo Reo with heavy casualties
reported, Vehicles and artillery were burned while the unit was pinned
down for 20 hours,



: The evacuation was planned for 1500 hours the following day, and
would be made by Company 4, the 119th Avn Co, and the 52nd Airlift
Platoon, Air Force AIE's and F-100's executed naplam and 20mm strikes
arcund the village clearing the way for the helicopters, Company A
lead the flight into the area, followed by the 119th Avn Co and 52nd
Airlift Platoon, As Company A lifted off the L% the Viet Cong began
mortaring the distriect headgquarters and the landing @ons, The 119th
was unable to land in the area because of the intense mortar and
ground fire in and around the LZ. The nission was aborted and all
units returned to Cheo Reo airfield, Compeny A wag able to extract
nearly one hundred and sixty people from the village on the 1ift.
Adrernft corried the maximum possible load with as many as fifteen
pawsengers on some helicopters, o

The ARVN Drigade again ettempted 2 convoy to the headguarters
after several days and nichts of constant bombing by the Air Force,
The convoy was suceessful and the headguarters was evacuated by road,
The Viet Cong regiment, after days of intense bombing by the Adr Force,
withdrew into the mountzfins southwest of Cheo Reo ending the siege,
Company A .was released and returned to Dan Me Thuobt but several air-
craft were 1left at Cheo Reo airfield for support of advisory team,
During the night the Viet Cong mortared the airfield demaging several
of the aircraft, One UH-1D was flown away during the attack by 1/Lt
Edword T. Fledger., Upon landing 2t Qui Nhon the crew counted eighty-
four fragment holes in-the aircrafi.

On 2 August Company & was olerted for movement to Fleiku., The
United States Special Forces Camp of Duc Co had been under siege for
several weeks, when on 3 hAugust operation Dan Thang 5 was conducted by
the 52nd Avn Dn, The operation was in support of the 3rd and 8th Dathal~
ions, lst ALUN Airborme Drigade, Elements of the 117th &vn Co, Company
Ay 119th Avn Co and the 52nd Airlift Platoon staged from Comp Holloway
Army Airficld and lifted 1150 troops in six 1ifts to the landing zone
at the Due Co Airfield, Small arms and sutomatic weapons fire were
received in the vicinity of the landing zone, resulting in one TH-iD
and one UH~1B (4) being demaged with no casunlties.

On 10 fugust, the units performed an airlanded assault mission in
support of the 5th ARVN Airborne BDatinlion. The aireraft staged from
Hollowoy Army Airfield and 1ifted 450 itroops in three lifts to the same
landing zone at Duc Co Airfield. During the last 1ift, casualties were
extracted and 4000 1bs of suppliés were carried to the ARVN Marine Task
Force which had previously been lifted to the Duc Co Airfield, Close
air suppert was provided by eight USLF F-100's, four of which were
utilized in the prestrike, while the remaining four were used provide
air cover, Small arms, automatic weapons and mortar fire were received
in the landing zone, Two UH-1B!'s received hits and one US door gunner
of the 119th Lwn Co was wounded, ,




During the Duc Co operation Company A provided aircraft each day
to the 52nd Avn DBn for purpese of resupply, medical evacuation, and small
troop placements throughout the operational area., The siege wns finally
broken on 15 August with the withdrawal of the Viet Cong regiment into
Cambodia, Company A was relecsed and returned to Dan Me Thuot,

On 24 August elements of A Company, the 12lst Avn Co, and the 501st
fivn Co from Dien Hoa, performed an airlanded assault in support of the
23rd Inf Div for the purpose of clearing highway 21 from Dan Me Thuot to
Nha Trang, Aircraft steged from Dan Me Thitot (Bast) Airfield, and 1ifted
1257 troops of the Marine Task Force (AIWN) in five lifts to o landing
gone coord [Q120165, During the last 1ift into the LZ, one UH-1D (4) of
Company A experienced a low side governor failure and crashed imto the
trees in the vicinity of the 1%, The crew was evacuated by UH-1D back to
Den Me Thuots The aireraft was piloted by WO Phillip D, Pettit who
wos medically evacuated to the United States because of injuries, The
aircraft sustained major damage,

Close air support during the operation was provided by four USAF
ATE's, No hostile fire wos received, The Marire Task Force was convoyed
out of the operational area at the completion of the operation, During
the entire operation, medical evecuation and resupply cireraft were
provided by Company A,

The 28th of August marked the re-assignment of Company i's Command-
ing Officer as Executive Officer of the 52nd 4vn Dn. In a brief change
of comnand ceremony at Dan Me Thuot, Mojor Fred T, Yamagota tock command
of Company L, Major Yamegato hnd been the Executive Officer of the 52nd
Avm Dn for the past six months. :

On 5 September the first door gunner platoon completed its ninety
.day assignment and returned to the 25th Inf Div, They were releived
by lst Lt Authur J. Ryan dand his shotgun-platoons- The new plateon
consisted of 3 NCO's and 24 EM, all were volunteers from troops 4, D
and G, 3rd Sqdn, 4th Cav, 25th Inf Div, The platoon was assigned IDY
to Company A for a period of 3 months,

The 10th of September marked the beginning of a period of Company Ats
- history in which the unit would be involved in major operations in all
four Corps areas of Viet Nam, in one thirty day pericd.
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On 8 September, the unit was alerted for movement to Quang Ngai,
Combined with elements of the 119th fvn Co, Company & performed an air-
landed assanlt ond extraction mission in support of the 5th US Special
Forces Group, Fifty USSF advisory personnel and 210 ARVN Lirborne
Rangers were 1ifted from the stagefield at Quang Ngai to the landing
zone at coord DITL37003 in one lift and later extracted in one 1ift from
the some LZ. No hostile fire was received, Close air support was
provided by eight USAF AIR's utilized for prestrike, and eight USAT D-57's
were used for air covers The mission was completed and Company 4 returne
ed to Dan Me Thuot, ' ‘

12 September found Company A preparing for movement to Saigon to
work with the 145th Avn Dn, The operabion involved lifting elements
of the 173rd Birborne Drigade =nd the Hoyal Lustrzlian Regiment into
an area 5 kilometers North of Den Cat, Six air mobile companies plus
Air Force elements were involved in the operstion. The operation con-
sisted of making five 1ifts from Dien Hoa to an LZ North of DBien Cat.
This area was known as "DV Zone and hed long been z sanctuary for the
Viet Conge

After the Pirst days operation, Company A returned to Saigon for
the night with instructions to return to FPhuoe Vinh by 150700 prepared
to stay in the field the remainder of the operation in direct support
of the ARVN Airborne Drigade., The Company remained at Phuoe Vinh
through the 22nd of September when it was directed to return to Saigon,
Although the Company wos in direct support of the ARVN Airborne Drigade
it wes frequently recalled to III Corps control to participate in air-
landed assaults and extractions with the 145th Avn Dn., The Company also
provided the 173rd Lirborne Drigade with aircraft for resupply, medical
evacuation, and small troop placements, The majority of Company 4ts
aircraft were flying an average of 4 to 8 hours a day flying time during
this period. On 28 Beptember the Compeny was released to return to
Dan Me Thuot, This had proved to be a long three day mission,

Prior tc this operation no friendly froops had heen in the area for
over fifteen years. During the operation a 200 bed hospltal and supplies
were found along with an ammunition factory and tons of ammunition,
Heavily fortified bunkers and miles of tunnels were also found in the
area along with many tons of rice which was revoved or destroyed, This
became the first in a series of major operations throughout this area
involving US troops, A4 Company was to return to this area many times,
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This quarter has been highlighted by the number of major operations
in which Company A tock part, During this quorter the company continned
to operate not only in the II Corps area but slso in the TIT and I Corps
areas. These operations were milestones in the gtruggle against the
Viet Cong, Such operations wsrs the ®iron Triangle" operation, the
Tlei Me Operation, the Tuy Hoa rice harvest operation, and, finally
"Operation Bushwacker® involving elements of the 1st Division and the
10ist Airborne Drigade in the area arcund the Michelin rubber plantam
tion northwest of Saigoen.

Other events during this period were the reassignment of two
compony commanders, the rotation of ocur last "Shotgunt platoon, and
the rﬁdesignation of Compeny &, s the 155th Aviation Company (Airmobile
light}),

EVENTS AND OTERATICONS

On 6 Cctober Company A was alerted for movement to Saigon, to be
attached to the 145th A4vn Dottalion, The operation involved lifting
elements of the 173rd Airbornme Drigade by menas of five airmobile
companies into two landing zones, in the infamous Iron Triangle®
thirty kilometers north of Saigon, The Iron Triangle had, for more than
15 years, been a well known communist sanctuary, The initial operation
was conducted by making a troop 1ift intc & secured landing zone to act
as a blocking force for the mobile elements which were landed, in four
1ifts, in an LZ twelve kilcmeters to the west, The area had been
presiriack by Air Force D-52's six hours prior to the asscult and F-100's
along with artillery of the 173rd Drigade were used to prestrike the
landing zone,

As the 173rd swept through the Iron Triangle they encountered few
Viet Cong but found large stores of supplies, including encugh rice
to feed a VO regiment for four months, They also uncovered fresh
evidence of the Commumnist!s long famed trenching arts: tunnels up
to 40 feet deep and several hundred yards Jong, with angled corridors
and galleries to reduce blost effects s &lr vents and emergency exits,
Weapons of all makes and calibres were found along with an abundance of
apmunition, mines and grenades, Sufficient medical supplies to establish
2 field hospital were found and recovered by the ground troops,

Upon release from support of the 173rd Airborne Drigade, the company
moved even farther south to join with the 13th Avn DBn., At 1200 hours
the 9th of Cetober, Compeny A closed at Soc Trang, home of the 121st
Avn Co and Company A of the 501st Avn DBn, This operation on the Delta
involved lifting elements of the 9th and 27th ARVN Division from
Vi Thanh (Coord WR550830) into two landing zones, A& total of three
lifts were made into the arcas lifting approximately 1200 troops,
Moderate ground fire was received in both LZ's, but no aircraft were
domaged, At 1200 hours 10 Qotober the Company was released, and returned
to Ban Me Thuot.




After arriving at Dan Me Thuot the Company settled down for o well
_earned rest. This period of rest was short lived however, for at 2200
hours the evening of the 10th fhe company wog alerted oI movemsnt to
Tuy goa to support a rice harvest operation. With thirteen troop
coarriers and six armed helicopters, the company departed Ban Me Thuot
and closed at Tuy Hoa at 1540 hours, Preporations were made for a
three cday stay at the Tuy Hoa North Airfield. The operation to secure
the fall rice harvest in the Tuy Hoa velley invelved a four 1ift
movement of a maneuver force of the 47th Regiment (ARVN) in the morning
and a tw? 1ift movement of a blocking force in the afternoon. During

he morning 1ifil one armed helicopter experienced a premature rocket

explosion cousing extensive structural damage to the aircraeft and badly
wounding FFC William Ables who was evacuated to Nha Trang and the
United States,

T em -

At 1130 hours this same doy a "MAYDAY® coll was received from an
A=1E which had been flying cir cover for the operation. The ALIE had
suffered elevator contrel foilure on a strafing run and the pilot was
forced to bail out at sea; 4 stagecoach UH~1D crewed by Captain
Leonard L. Doswell and CWO Charles Gibson rescued the pilot from an
extremely rough sean.

The following morning Company & performed two more 1ifts with the
47th Regiment and was released to return to Dan Me Thuot,

On 20 Ceotober Company A departed Dan Me Thuot enroute to Fhu Cat for
a ten day operation, Decause of bad weather the company diverted to
Fleiku for the night, Upon srrivael the company wes told to off load all
field gear =nd stend by for a possible 1ift into the Special Forces Camp
at Plei Me, This marked the beginning of the largest attack ever
launched by the Viet Cong and cne of the most difficult support missions
any airmobile company ever completed, For the first five doys, A Company
was the only airmobile company available for support,

The camp had been attacked by an estimated Viet Cong regiment
during the night, Shortly after day bredk, it appeated that the V,C,
had broken ¢ontact and retireds Two medical evacustion helicopters
of the 498th Medical Company with two armed escorts from the 119th
Avn Co were launched to recover the dead and wounded from the comp,
During the mission the aireraft received heavy automatie weapons fire
up to calibre o50 size. One of the escort gunships wos hit and crashed
in flames just outside the southwest perimeter of the comp,

On the morning of 21 Oct, Company 4 was c¢alled on to 1ift 240 ARVN
Alrborne Rangers from Camp Hollowny to an LZ four kilometers north of the
besieged comps, During the reconnaissance of the LZ one UH-ID {armed)
of Company A suffered mechanical failure which resulted in seperation
of the main rotor from the aircraft at 2000 fest absolute altitude,

The helicopter crashed and exploded on impact. The aireraft was
cormanded by 1/Lt Harold A, Preisendefer ond piloted by WO Joseph S,
Huwyler, crewchief and gunner were SP/5 Williem J, Johnson and PFC
Michael E, Davis, This crew was the first lost by Compony 4 in the
Republic of Vietnam,




About mid-morning on the 22nd of October, four UH-1D's {(armed) of
Company 4 were dispatched to esecort o VNAF CH=34 in a rescue attempt
for a downed AIE pilot, The CH-34 did not attempt the pilot pickup,
because of the ground fire in the area, 1/Lt Edward T. Pledger of
Compony A salvoed the rockets from the armed helicopter he was flying
and accomplished the pick-up, N

Later in the day a second rescus attempt was made for another
downed Air Force pilot in the vicinity of Flei Me, This rescue attempt
had to be aborted due to heavy automatic weapons ground fire and darkness.
The rescue was effected the next morning when four UH-1D's (armed) of
Company 4 escorted an Air Poree CH-34 into the crash site,

On 24 October the 524 Avn Dn was given the mission of deploying
400 ARVN soldiers of the 22nd Ranger Dattalion along the route of an
Armed Task Force enroute to relieve the besieged camp, The troops
rm%were~to_seeﬂre~iikely4ambush*siteﬁfaiongfthe@intended;route“bf the
Task Force, During the 1ift one helicopter struck stumps in the L7
end was destroyed with no injuries,

Monday, the 25th, found Company & and the 119th Avn Co, assisting
the lst Dde, lst Air Cav Div, in a troop placement from Cemp Holloway
to areas around the Plei Me Special Forces Camp, -
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On the 28th, elements of Company 4 and the 119th extracted the
42nd Airborne Ranger Company (AEVN) from IPlei Me to the New Pleiku
Lirfield marking the end of one of the hloodisst battles of the war
in Vietnam, Tost operation intelligence indicates that Fiei Me was
staged by the Viet Cong with a primary purpose of killing aircraft,

Following the siege of Plei Me the US First Cavalry Division
relentlessly pursued the Viet Cong until in Ia Drang valley “Charlie®
stopped to do pitched battle. About this battle, Newsweek Magazine
said, "In its bloodiest week to date, the fighting in Vietnsm reached
a pitch of savage intensity that US dtroops had not experienced since
Korea, &mong other honors of war, Communist troops impaled captured
South Vielnamese soldiers on stakes. Wounded US troops were shot down,
their comrades, enraged, shot some north Vietnamese prisoners out of
hand, The bitterest battle was in the shell scarred Ia Drang valley,
near the Cambodian border, where US troops reported that they killed
perhaps 1,500 communists during the entire engagement. In the same
area, a battalion of the US First Cavalry Division, was ambushed, and
one company virtually annihilated, Total estimated US killed in the
Ta Drang fighting was 175.%

"At Plei Me and Ia Drang, the US Forces no longer fought Viet Cong
Gourillas in their black pajamas but rather faced the People Army of
Vietnam in steel helmets and full bhattle gear.®

On 18 November the 52d Avn Dn again joired forces with the lst
Lir Cav Div, in operations in the Ia Drang valley. The largest
single operation cf the year. The 119th Avm Co, Company 4, and elements
of the Ist Ailr Cav Div transported 2500 II Corps (ARVN) troops from
Due Co Airfield into the valley as a blocking force., The ARVN unit
was 1ifted into an area which was located between the retreating
Viet Cong and the Cambodian border. This finel assault on 18 November
was the last operation in which Company A was involved in the Plel Me,
la Drang area. The Viet Cong retreated plece-meal across the Cambodian
border the battle ended.

In Saigon, Genersl William C, Westmoreland proclaimed the T2 Drang
action an unprecedented victory, US casunlties were "heavier than in
any previcus engagement, but small by comparison with the enemy,.®

On 1-2 November, between major missions in the Plei Me, Ia Drang
operation the 52nd Avn Dn supported operation Quyet Thang 172 at Tuy-
Hoa, Company &, the 119th dvn Co and the Marine Helicepiber Company
from Qui Nhon conducted an operation in support of the 22nd Inf Div
(ARVN) in an operation to again secure the rice rich Tuy Hoa valley,
4 total of 720 troops were moved in three 1ifts, under low ceilings
and with poor visibility, The USAF provided a forty five minute
prestrike on the londing zone, One UH-1D (Armed) was struck by
ground fire but recovered to the stage field with no further incident,




(On 7 November a second air landed assault was conducted., The
operation involved air landed two battalions of the 4A7th Inf vegt,
and two battalions of the Airborne Task Force. This was a four 1ift
operation delayed for more than an hour between the second and third
1lifts because of weather, From Tuy Hea, the 52nd Awn Dn moved to

~Tis Wy T Bupport of “the-ARVN arkillstry school-din-a corbined-arms-—
demonstration, Company & provided thirteen UH-1D's and six UH-1D's
(Armed), The 119th provided twelve UH~1D's (transport helicopters)
and six UH-1D's (armed) for the demonstration. All air movements,
Air Force and artillery fires were preplanned and coordinated by the
Due My Training Center Adviscry Team, 4s part of the demonstraticn,
@ total of 546 troops were 1ifted on an air landed assault into mult-
~ iple LZs, The demonstration ran smoothly and was a great success,
Attending the demonstration were two hundred high ranking observes
headed by Generg) William C, Westmoreland, '

On 15 November, Major Fred T, Yamagcts was evacuoted to the
United States because of illness, Captain James Napier who had been
Company Exscutive Officer, assumed cormand of Company h.

Thanksgiving Doy found Compony & in Dan Me Thuot, celebrating
the heoliday with an airlanded assault and a large turkey dinner,
Three hundred and forty CIDG troops were sir lifted from Cuon Ea Yang
Special Forces Camp to on LZ five kilometers to the west. Folleowing
the assauli, the company hosted 12 members of'the local missionary
group at a turkey dinner,

On 28 November Compeny 4 received offical notice that it was
being redesignated, Headquarters USARV, General Order No, 1677, dated
20 November, directed that Company A would become the 155th Aviation
Company (AML) and that Company A 1st hviation Dattalion would return
to the 1st Inf Div which had recently arrived in the Nlepublic of
Vietnam. The former 155th Avn Co, was assigned to the lst Inf Div
as Company 4, 1lst Avn Dn upon arrival fron Korea,

The 30th of November saw the departure of 1/Lt Arthur Ryan and
six members of the shot gun platoon. The unit had been notified
earlier in the month that it would be the last unit to be assigned
on & TDY basis, Nineteen members of the platoon chose to remain
as members of the 155th 4Aviation Company (ML)} when they were given
the option of extending their 90 day T0Y to a full year assigmment.

On 29 November the 155th was placed on o four hour clert for
movement with twelve troop carriers and five armed helicopters to
Bien Hoa to report to the 118th Avn Co for approximately ten days.
Because of bad weather between Ban Me Thuot and Dien Hoa the Company
was umable to depart until 1100 hours on the 30th,



Upon arrival at Dien Hoa, Captain Napier was informed that the
155th would be working under the operatiocnal control of the lst Awn
Bn, After refueling, a troop 1lift of three hundred and sixty men was
made by the company from Dien Hoa to Tay HMinh, Upon completion of
the troop 1lift, the compony recovered to Tien Hoa, and was directed
by IIT Corps, through the 1st Lvn Dn, to move to Phu Loi where the
1st Avn Dn was to provide mess and billeting facilities. Through
16 December, working on a day to day basis, Stagecoach supported,
variously, the 10th Inf Div (ARVN), Special Forces Camps, lst Inf
Div, 101lst AD Drigade and III Corps Headquarters, The majerity of
effort expended during this period was in support of operations
Dushwacher I and II, in the same area in which the company had operated
two months earlier.,

These current operations were partially as 2 result of elements
‘of the 7th Inf Rept (ARVN) being overrun near the abandoned Michelin
Rubber Plantation near Tuy Ninh.

"There was Fighting in plenty, around the huge abandoned Michelin
Rubber Flantation near Deu Tieng, some 40 miles northwest of Saipgom,
when two battalions hit 211 four sides of a govermment encampment on
Date Palm Hill, the South Vietnamese defenders hurled them back in
vicious hand to haond combat, taking a heavy toll in communist lives.

~"Dut the Viet Cong were hardly crushel, When the men of South
Vietnam's 7th hegiment lined up abreast for a sweep through the plan=-
tation, the reds attacked through the trees in human waves. "ie're
folding up" radioed the senior US Advisor as the communists engulfed
his position. Soon he was dead, aléng with much of the rest of the
regiment in the most savage communist atteck of the war. Dut the
South Vietnamese had fought to the lagt bullet®, is how the Time
Magazine described the initial contact.



Cn 15 December, the 155th was directed by S-3. 1st & In Lo move
to Dien Tre. The unit closed at Dien "re with ton fwvop curriers, and
four armed helicopters. This onit opercted with the 13t¢h &va n in

¢ 6f the 7th Inf Div (ARVE) lifting two battalions in a ccmbat

assaul Two additicnel bottalions weos then moved on ~ Urocn plage=
ment mizsion and the criginsl two battolicns were extractsi to whalr
storing creas in a tusy day which sow Ihe eguivalent of =iz babuoliions
meved. Tae unit was reiecased by the 13%h Avn Dn at 1730 hcours and
returned to Fhu Loi where it was released by the lst Avn fn. The company
closed =% Dan Me Thuot on 17 December for o brief respite.

While ot Phu Loi, Mcjor Joseph L. Parlas Jr, became commending officer
of the 155th Awvn Co. Nzojor Parlas had just compleTed eightesn montns
ground duty with the lst Cav Div. Major Jomes W, Napier 111 Decame
S~4, Elnd Lvm Dn. ‘

Detween 17 and 21 December the 155th reverted o its role in sup-
port of the 23rd Inf Tiv (ARVN), During this period seven combat as-
sault rmigssions wers flown in support of the 23rd Inf Div end local
CIDC write,’ ‘

Chriztmas Doy found the 155th toking a well deserved rsst.at lan
Me Thues, The good old fashioned Christmes spirdt was interrapted for
only o »ric® pericd on Christmas Eve when a sighting on the perimster
fence sent 211 personnel scrombling for their bunkers.

To round out the year, elements of the 155th and tre 119%h Awn
‘Co's utilized 21 trocp carriers and twelve armed helicopters, to alrlift
4f5 CIZZ troops fron Duen TodYang USSF Coamp, in an effort to desiToy
a V¢ Training Comp. The operation was conducted in three 1lifts and
eneny ground fire was received, Three were no hits or casualties in
either unit during the operation. '

The end of the year brought to a close n period of ¥ime for which

members of the 155th and attachments can be proud, 4 period during
which ail four corps areas of Vietnem were supporied by the Siagocoach

in a highly professicnzl manner,




