A
A ..*a,‘,:“\g "
Pt X

LNNULL SUL . LEMENT
SISTORY OF B

20187 LSS.ULT HELICOITER COMGLANY
, TOTH COMBAT LVILTION RLTTLLION

18T AVILTION LRIGADD

MLTGR ELLIE E LYNW
INFLNTRY COMLNDING

IRITIRED 1Y
18T LIDUTEIN/NT DLVID C. DOSKIR
UNIT HISTCRILH

NEL TRANG, RETUSLIC OF VIETN/I
ASC SAN FR/NCISCO 96240



(1)
(2)
(3)

Averds =n¢ fSscorations



TEARLDRY,

[ SIS SR e o S T + - - .
The muening of “he varicus sarts of the 2618t (resy ars as

folloum: Ths toreh and ¢tare reoressnt car ifanls, frecdon and

litersy; the beliconter &5 “he Inatrrert we vss to vrotocet and

foster these voalsy WIELL FROHU ADOVE" is whets our olverscrics

o b S 9

con amect tfwen they hrasten oor allliss or ourselver; and

"THTRUDCRSY is owr oparnbional eall cign,.



DWPARTMERT OF THE ARY
26187 ALSAULT ID.LICOF (IR COMEANY
AP0 {an Trancisco 96240

ULIT EISTORY
JeNULRY 1968 TO LiCLMBFR 1968

Operation Sultan IT completely dominated the month's activities. It
sommenced on 3 Janusry 196 from o forward operating bzce near Fhel Djereng, While
the majority of our efforts were in surport of Froject Lelta (B-52), the 281st
ras called upon to infiltrate 2 LRAF teams belonging to the 4th Division.

While in support of DB=-52 = total of three (3) Runger compcmnies were airlifted
several times into Li's in the- operatiocnal area, These were in su port of a total
of over 20 LRAF type teams,

On the 25th the 281st comienced supporting "&" company 1/10th L, The crea
of operations wag rorthwest of I'leiku. Basicclly the mission was the infiltration
of LKRP teams, and to vrovide their logistiecel suyport. The operztion continucd
well into Tebruary.

Mejor Zonald R. Ruskauff assumed coamand of the 281st MIC from tajor John W,
tleyheu on the &th of February., Mojor Mayhew termiruted a highly successful comnand
tour and movad on to the 17th Combct LAviztion Croup,

The compeny spent the eniire manth in sumort of 'EF Company (LRAT), 20th
Infantry (ABK), 5th ‘peciesl Forees, and coastal support missions. 4n aggressive
training program wes instituted both within and without the unit, ‘luch valusble
experience wee grinod by newly ascigned sviators and erews while participating in
decondo ty e training in suprori of both 5th {recial Forces Grour end "I" Compeny,
20th Infaniry (48l), Also instructions were given by 287¢t personnel to these

Umite in employuent- of eleetric airersft rescue hoiss and other specialized

equipnent,



There were some maintensnce problems for the rost part crusad by the high
t;ms nounting up on the aircrnft, especiclly the UH-1D's, However, a positive,
aggressive attitude toward msintenance enabled these difficulties to be surmounted.

The month of Caeser's Ides heerlded the stsrt of another Delte Oueration. On
4 March 1968 Samuri IV began the 7UB esteblished at Hone-Fhu Bal. On the first day
?uo (2) aircraft conducting aerizl reconnaissznce flights received 50 caliber
fire, but sustained no hits.

The initiel insertion proczeded without incident and soon enocugh information
hzd been gathered to warrsnt a combat assault by the mobile strike forces. On
6 March 1968 the troops were inserted into the LZ which turned out to be
exceedingly hot. Although they were extracted the same day they still maneged to
destroy and cspture quantities of enemy equiprment snd documents as well as two
confirned enemy KIA's,

The next dey sn Air Force forward air controller spotted nine (9) eneny
trucks on & rozé in the 40, GQuickly az recaction force comsisting of the 91st
Airborne Ranger Bzt-alion was inserted in two landing zones utilizing 21l the
281st resources, six (6) slicks and four (4) guns; aided by one slick from the
18t Air Cavelry Division, The buttalion w2s safely cxtrzcted the next day,

8 Yarch 1968, sfter it h=d located the vehicles, destroyed three of them, and
directed gunshirs and Tac-air in succecsful sorties against the other six.

The next significant sction occurred on 13 iferch 1968 when a reconnsi ssznce
team made heavy contact only two hours after insertion, While attempting to
extract the team, three slicks and two puns suctained hits from intensive small
zrms and automstic weapons fire. Two pilots were wounded and their ships forced
dowm smd destroyed, Only two of the Recon team members were extruzcted, one of
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which wes killed after he was in the airerzft.

The next morning the three remuining team members were rescued from
another LY to which they had moved during the nizght, Thst afternoon an
Ar Foree vilot was rescued using the electric holst.

On the Ides of lfarch the Renger Battalion was apair put into the A0
using the remaining (5) slicks, (1) 1st Cavalry slick and (4) 281st punships.
Almost immediately the bettulion mede hesvy contact and sustained sisnificant
casualties. These vere evacurted ssfely that evening. During the extraction
of the battalion the next morning one Gl-1E and one UH=-1C were shot down and
destroyed anc one pilot seriously injured.

March 19th and again March 21st saw two Reconnaissance teams extracted
gafely on "scramble" missions using "MeGuire Rigs".

The Renger Battalion and Nung Platoon were inserted to follow up
reported sightings on 29 March 1968, The 1lift ship received intensive fire
in the IZ. A total of three (3) UH-1H and (3) three CH-46 helicopters were
shot down. Miraculously, only one pilot was killed. The remeinder of his
crew spent the night with tha ground troops. The next morning the troops
and remaining crew were extracted under cover of Tec-air and gunships.

The operation continued until the 4th of A.ril when the last of the
teams was extracted from the AQ, Fortunately, the tragic losses of the
previous month were not repeated in April.

Operstion Samuri V in support of 5th CFG was conducted, again in the
Bue-Phu Bai area., It lasted from the 18th until the 30th of the month.
During that time not a single loss of life or ships was sustained.
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Concomitantly, the 281st contributed resources to five other combat assault
missions. On the 16th of April (5) five UH-1H and (2) two UH-1C's were
involved in & ROK combat assault near Tuy Hoa. Again, on 22 April (4) four
UH-1H's contributed to a ROK combat assault near Ninh Hoa., Near Qui Nhon on
the 24th of April a third ROK combat assault took place.

On the 26th of the month (4) four 1ift ships journeyed to Ban Me Thout
to support combat operations carried out by two Speeial Forces "i" tesms,
(A-235 and A-236).

Operation Samuri V continued until the 19th of May. For the most part the
operation went very well. The men of the 281st gained incalculable exparience
over the precceding two months. The only loss incurred was the inexplicable
explosion in mid air of = UH=1C gunship on 30 April. All (4) four crew membars
were lost,

General William Westmoreland and a group of Korean VIP's were carried by
eight 281st slicks on & tour of the Ninh Hoo area on the 21st of the month,

Again on the 26th of May the 281st returned to the Winh Hoa basin cnmessc.
Fleven UH-1H and two (2) UH-1C aireraft conducted & massive combat assault
girlifting nearly 900 White Horse ROK Infzntrymen into vorious LZ's in the
mountain northwest of the valley.

The company was at an especielly low cbb as far as experienced aviators
was concerned. Only 14 pilots were qualificd "slick" ajreraft commanders,
This situation would not improve materially for at least two months.

The 30 days of June were occupied by supporting the MACV Recondo School,
Detachment B-52, verious combat ass-ults and direct combat support along the

coest.
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On the 1st and again on the 6th, 1lift and gun olements participated in

combat asseults for the Whitc Horse ROK Infzntry Division neer Ninh Hoa, The
9th of the month saw action with the 44th ARVN Division near Song Mau. The next
day we went north to Tuy Hoa agrin for a combat assault. The MACV Recondo
School used five slicks and two guns in support of their treining on the 15th,
17th, and 18th of the month. On the 18th we sent five and two to Bao Loc in
suprort of clements of o 3rd Battalion, 506th Infentry, 173rd Airborne Brigade
combat asseult. On the 19th of June, four slicks began a three day comnitment
aiding the 192nd Assault Helicopter Company in a combst essault near Bao Loe.

Ban Me Thout was the scene of the next combat essault on the 24th of June.
Threc slicks and three guns flew in support of Detachment B-23, 5th SFG. Thesc
snme ships journeyed to FPhu Yen Province for a DSA II Corps action on the
following day.

The "Wolf Pack" gunships hod two days of glory in June. On the 7th, a
heavy firc teem flew for tho Fhap Rong sector and had a highly successful day,
destroying or demaging 24 structures ond killing at least 16 cnemy. A sinilar
number of ships working in the same area on the 18th accounted for 9 enemy dead
and 19 structures,

July followed the same pattern as June. From the 1st to the 4Ath the MACV
Recondo School was supported with five slicks end two guns. On the 4th of July
we supported an ARVN Unit, 3/506th in tho Phan Thiet area for two deys.

The White Horse ROK Infentry Division made use of (4) four slicks and 2
gunships for combat resupply in the Phan Rang arca. These ships sgain worked
for WHRID, however, this time in the Ninh Hoe arca.
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On both the 12th and 19th day of the month, six slicks and two guns worked
for Detachment B-23 near Ban Me Thout. On the 21st we worked for the Nha Trang
area installation Defense Comnand in & combat asseult made in the local arsa.

The last action of note took place fittingly enough on the 31st of the month,
Five slicks and two guns journeyed to Tuy Hoa for & grueling combat assault,
each aireraft logging an average of over 15 hours.

One other event of note in July was the rescue of an Air Force pilot in the
mountains southwest of Nha Trang. He had been forced to bail out of his disabled
F-/ and was rcscued by a 281st UH-1H that was operating in the area.

QQK August started out with a ROK combat assault again near Ninh Hoa on the thirdr
The 4th of the month was an entirely differen® and novel operation. We supportedl
Nha Trang IDC in a missfion to recover 44 Prisaners of the Viet Cong. A similar
mission was flown on the 10th with CBS-TV coverage. In all, & total of 165 people
were liberated in the two doys. Some of then had been held ceptive for as long

as eight years.

From the fifth throuch the ceight, Recondo Schovl was held. Combat assaults
were conducted on the 6th, 22nd ARVN Division ot Cheo Rco; and the 8th, the
30th ROK Reginent nesr Dong Ba Thin. On the 12th end 13th, a commitment of six |
slicks and 2 guns su;ported the 22nd ARV Division in combat asseults at Qui Nhon
and Tuy Hoa respectively. The 14th and 16th IDC mopnted combat assaults near
Nha Trang. On the 15th we flow a combat assault for® the Deputy Senior Advisor
II Corps near Tuy Hoa.

Another Recondo class started on the 18th snd lssted through the 22nd of the
month. Fram the 25th through the 28th elements of the 281st supported Task Force

Spoiler in both combat assault and DCS ccpacitics near Ben Me Thout,
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This four day operation netted a total of 20 KBA credited to the 281st. An
additional 5 UH-1H models supported WHRID on a CA near Phan Reng.

On the 15th of August Licutenant Colonel Donald R. Ruskauff relinguished
cormand of the 281st Assault Helicopter Company to Major Andrew J. Miller, Jr,
at ceremonies held at the SFOB, Colonel Ruskauff was reassigned to CONUS,

Septenber 6 - 7 we again worked for WHRID 2t Fhan Rang and Ninh Hoa. It
was back to Ban Me Thout on the &th thru 10th supporting Task Force Spoiler
on three CA's in as many daoys. Back to Ninh Hoe end WHRID on the 14th.

On the next day we had a little variety. Six UH-1H's went on a combat
assault, but this time we working for the Capitol ROK Infantry Division near
An Son (Lane Army Airfield).

We hed the honor of flying a VIP mission for the President of RVN and his
party on the 17th. We carricd him to numerous hamlets in the Nhe Trang,

Ninh Hoa and Tuy Hoa areas.

On the 21st we supported the 192nd in an operation for Task Force South
around Bao Loc. On the 22nd two slicks returned to An Son to work for CRID,
Also on that day ani the following dey slicks were in Ban Me Thout assisting
Task Force Spoiler. One of these was shot down by enemy ground fire, but
later recovered,

The 27th of the month was spent conducting a CA for the MACV Recondo School
near Nha Treng,

During the entire month of September, aireraft, primarily gunships, were
present in the Brn Me Thout arsa with Task Force Spoiler. The infantry
commander of the unit supported on the ninth of the month geve the "Wolf Fack™"
confirmed credit for 23 KBA's in that deys action :lone.
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The month of October 1968 began with 2 three day commitment to the MACV

Recondo School performing our usuel mission in support of their activities.
The first day is spent training their people in the use of McGuire Rigs,
ladders, and rappeling, Days 2 and 3 are utilized to insert and extract LRRP
teams under a training situstion.

On five seperate occasions the 281st ships flew 2 slicks and 2 guns on
people sniffer missions in the Nha Trang area., The dutes of these missions wers
the 4th, 6th, 8th, 12th, and 13th of the month,

On the 3rd, 4th, 7th, and 10th, elements of the unit, both slicks end puns
went to Ben Me Thout to work for Task Force Spoiler. In addition, several
slicks worked for the 2nd Mobile Strike Force and Compeny "E" LRRP's in 4, O.
Green on the 5th, 10th, 11th, and 12th. CSandwiched between these obligetions
was o one day commitment to Specizl Forces Detrchment A«502,

From the 13th of October through the 17th, we sgnin hondled the training
of the MACV Recondo School personnel ~nd their practice exercises in the
Nha Trang area. On the 24th of the month there wes = WHRID combat assault
and a combat resupply mission.

The 281st again went to work for and with Detachment B-52 on ~ projected 30
day operation in I Corps, Operating from a forward operations bage at An Hoa,
the unit made area rcconnaissance flights for the first several days and
inserted the first reconnaissance teams eround the end of the month., The ships
that remained in Nha Trang agein handled & Recondo School class during the
period 27 October until the 31st, They were essis“cd by 2 gunships OFCON from
the 335th Assault Helicopter Company st Phu Hiep,
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An event of note in the month wos the award of & Navel Unit Commendation
Medal to the 281st Assault Helicopter Corpany and =21l personnel involved in
the support of Detachment B~52 for the period of 17 April to 17 June 1967. The
citation reads "For exceptionally meritorious service in sction against enery
Viet Cong and NVA in action in the I Corps tactical zone Republie of Viet Nam."

Oper=tion Werbonnet which had begun on the 26th of October continued until
the 15th of Novembor., In general, the operation went guite well, The 281st only
suffered 2 casualties, one of which was due to refueling fire. The other wes
one of the aircraft comnenders in on an extraction of one of the reconnaissance
teans on the 11th of November, The team had been successfully located and
picked up. The ship was lifting out of the PZ when a burst of enemy automatic
weapons fire czught it. One round hit the left windshield and lodged in the
wiper notor. The aireraft commander sustained feeial cuts from the flying
plexiglass; a very close call indeed!

Another action of note took plance on the 3rd of November. Several teans
were scheduled for insertion, but were cancelled when an emnerrency call cane
came in to extract a teanm in contact. The tean's position had been compromised
and they were in an exposed position near an old highway,

The tean was locazted and the pick up ship went in, but it drew intensive
éround fire snd withdrew. After the ares had be m suppressed by T-c-air and
gunships, a second ship was successful in making the pick up despite continuing
eneny fire,

Back at Nha Trang, we were supporting the MACV Recondo School from the 10th
until the 15th of the month. 4lso, an Air Force FAC pilot was located and rescued
with an electric hoist after a two day sesrch on the 12th and 13th. He had been
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downed west of the city by enemy ground firs. Fron the 14th through the 17th,
2 UH-1C's were involved in an operation in the Ban Me Thout area working for
5th SFG (ABN) Detachment C-5 (S0G),

We also sent 4 slicks to Trang Phuc in support of tha Speeial Forces "A"
tean at that location on the 15th., On the 24th, we agein wore in sup ort of
the MACV Recondo School in a combet assault west of Nha Trenc., The 26th and
28th saw 281st aircraft journeying north to fly WHRID combat essaults in the
Ninh Hoa and Tuy Hoa areas.

We participated in three operations on the lest day of *he nonth., Four
slicks and two guns flew two CA's for the Special Forces "A" Detachments at
Bu Prang and An Loc. The same number snd type aireraft flew another CA for
5th EFG A-502 located at Trung Dung nesr Nha Trang.,

During the entire month of December, the 281st hed a stotie commitment
of four slicks OPCON to the 268th Combat Avistion 2attalicn at Phu Hiep., They
flew a varicty of nissions, primarily in direct catibat support roles.

The remainder of the company remeined at Nhe Irong, There were combat
assaults for the 22nd ARVN Regiment on the 1st #nd the 14th. As ususl, we
worked with the MACV Recondo School on sever2l occasfons during the month,
The dates of Recondo flights were the 3rd, €th, §th, 11th, 12th, 13th, =nd
again on the 21st and 23rd,

From the 6th through the 10th ~ contingent of 4 slicks and 2 guns supported
the Duc My Ranger School in practicing for, and giving ~ demonstration of
various facets of air awbllity., The exercise was dcsigied to dramatise the
Versutiiity inherent to hslicopter operctions to a group of Americen and
Vietnamese dignitaries. The denonstration was & coordinzted effort of the
Duc My Rengers, VNAF, and the 281st Assault Heli.copter Company.
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On 9O December the 281st AHC area was mortered, inflicting wounds to two
enlisted personnel and slightly demaging 4 airceraft and 10 trailers. A
UH-1H crashed neer Da Lat on the 17th of the month, totally destroying the
gircraft and injuring all the crev.

The latter part of the nonth was devoted to less wer-oriented pursuits.
Everyone looked forward to Christmas, packages from home, cerds, good food
end drinks, and a few days of relaxation. We had a very jmportant mission on
the 25th. Our assignnent was to transport an oddly dressed, bezrded,
jndividual fron a classified loecation to the remp nesr our revetment area.
There he distributed zifts snd good cheer to a group »f children from the
surrounding area, The operation was on unquelified success mnd eided in
closing out an eventful and successful year for the o81st Asseult Helicopter
Company.
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CW2 HICKS, Ronald PN 19 Feb 68

WO1 KaUFMAN, Norman LMt 29 Mar 68

WO1 KAY, Steven / alt"'V! 13 Mar 68

WO1 LUNDRIGAN, Thomas”™ AT 14 Mar 68
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Cw2 SMITH, Kenneth AMUM 29 Mzr 68
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CW2 HOOK, Ronald LRCOM"SY Oct 67 to Oct 68
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WO1 LOHNANK, Ronald ARCOMMSM 13 Mar 68 to 12 Mar 69
WOl LUKDRIGAN, Thomas ARCOMMS! Jan 68 to Jan 69
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CW2 SELLERS, Vayne sRCOM"SY Jun 68 to May 68
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Cw2 SMITH, Kenneth ARCOM"S" 15 Jan 68 to 14 Jan 69
CET WEHR, John LCOMNSY 13 Nov 67 to 3 lNov 68
WOl YOUNG, Edgar ARCONMSY Oct 67 to  Oct 68 «t
CW2 HEH, Hotert FH 13 Mar 68

CW2 SHANHART, Frederick FH 25 Feb 68

WO1 YOUNG, dgar FH 6 May 68
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SF4, JONES, John

Sl KROTHE, Trubee
S5 1ZE, Relph

Sty LOUDIN, Ilarry

S14, NAUMCZIK, Gary
SHY, TEDONE, dJoseph
Si5 FIMENTEL, Arthur
Skl IEAM, Edward
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5t4 SL-TER, srthur
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SFC CHMES, Hobert L.
SF5 OLSEN, Fop

Sk, IASSMORE, Edward
Sk4 FEDONE, Joserh
SI5 1IMENTEL, Lrthur
SI5 1RICE, Michael
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