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AVGD-CC 6 Fobruary 1968
SCUBJECT: Operational Report For Tnarterly Period Ending 31 Jannary 1968 |

RCS-CSFOR |
TO: See Distribution

SECTION I - Significant Organizational Activities

1. (C) General: This report covers the period 1 November 1967
through 31 Januery 1968, and 1s submitted in compliance with Headquarters
I Field Force Vietnam Regulation 1-3, dated 23 March 1967, and Headquar-
ters 17th Combat Aviation Group Regvlation 1-3, dated 12 July 1967,

a, Mission: The mission of the 52d Combat Aviation Battalion
(Flying Dragens) is to provide aviation support to S Forces, Republic of
Vietnam Forces and IFree World Assistance Forces in the IT Corps area, with
priority to the 4th Infantrv Division.

b, Station Plan: The 524 Combat Aviation RBattalion is stationed
at Camp Holloway, Pleiku, RUN, and is commanded by LTC Rdward P, Lukert Jr,
Subordinate elements consist of the following vnits: (Detailed list of
detachments is shown in inclosure 1.) '
(1) Feadquarters and Headgnarters Netachment - Pleilm s RVN
(2) 57th Assvalt Helicopter Company = ¥ ontvm, RYN, Fquipped
with "H-1H and "H=-1C(A) helicopters,
{3) 119th Assavlt Helicopter Company - Pleikw, RV, Equip-
ped with WH-1H and TH-1C(A) heélicopters. '
(4) 155th Assavlt Felicopter Company - Ban Me Thnot, RYN,
Equipped with TH-1F and "H-1C(A) heliconters. '
. _ (5) 170th Assault Helicopter Company - Pleilkv, RV, - Equip-
ped with UH-1H and "H-1C(A) heliconters.
(6) 189th Assault Felicopter Company - Pleiks, RVN, Equip-
ped with WH-1H and "H-1C(A) helicopters. %%
(7) 179th Assault Support Helicopter Company - Pleilas, RVW, e
Equipped with CF-474 helicopters, " ' W O™
(8) 355%h Assault Support Helicopter Company (Feavv) - \;\@3‘ \'1:Jk
Pleiku, RVN, Equipped with CH-54 helicopters, X % ?\Q"\QQ\Q
L0 » '

a\‘b\' 3 ‘3‘1'
¢, Type aircraft avthorized and on hand as of 31 J\a‘n‘m'a;p;yﬂ\"l @@:
k\-‘. .1 N Q
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APTHORIZED ON_HAND
(1) mH-1C(n) - 40 32
(2) TH-1C - 2 0
(3) Mm-1E - 115 92
(4) CH-47A - 16 13
(5) CH~5/ - 9 3
(6) T1-6A - 1 1
TOTAL 183 12T

(For a more detailed account, see inclosure 2,)

2, (C) Intelligence: The battalion S-2 Section published a Daily
INTSUM in November and December, Starting 1 January the INTSUM was deleted
and a numbersd Intelligence Bulletin was published with distribution to
Battalion units and selected Holloway Tenant 'nits, (See section IT para 2)

a, BRnemy Activity: The enemy activity in the Central Highlands
was extremely heavy during the reporting period, Activity during the
oarly part of the pericd was hcaviest in the Dak To area but shifted souvth
to the Pleiku arca towards the latter pert of the period, The Pattalion
suffered losses both to persomnel and eqiipment as a resvlt of attacks on
its installations at Ban }e Thwot, Kontum, and Camp Yolloway. Intelligence
estimates of the attack on Kontum on 10 Jamary 1968, and Camp "olloway on
26 January 1968 are included in the after action reports attached as Tn-
closvres 7 and' &, The firat two attacks on Ran Me Thuot were both condvet-
ed by the 301at Tocal Force Battalion. The first attack, on 7 Wovember
1967, was initiated at 2340 howrs and lastod for 10 minutns, From forty
to fifty rounds of 82mm impacted within the 155 Maintenance area, result-
ing in 2 ships destroyed and @ damaged. Thern were no casvalties, The
second attack on 4 Janvary 1968, was initiated at 0320 and consisted of
20 to 25 rounds of 60mm and #2mm, satchel charces and B-40.rockets.  Tareet
arain was the 155 Maintenance area and there were 2 <hins destroyed and
11 damagod, 1 fire truck destroved, 1 fire truck damaged, Maintenance arca
destroyed and 2 jeops damaoed, There werc no casvelties, The last tvo
days of the periocd saw the beeinning of an a'l ont offort by the encmy to
cithor koep us tied down in place or to take and hold one of the Province
Capital cities, Of particular interest to this battalion were the hits
taken by Fortr, Ban Mo Throl, and Pleiku, 411 three installations were
undor attack on these two days, Fervy activitv continned into the next
period and comphrohcnsive anlysis is not yet possible,

(1) In addition to the hits on 52d Aviation Rattalion Install-
atious, other significant itoms were; the Battle of Dak To (See incl 6} the
rocket attacks of II Corps Hqs, Arty Fill, 71st Evac and 433 Sig on 20 Jan
62 and again on 27 Jan 68, the Sapper attack on 937th Fng Rn Compound on
21 Jan 68 and the ground attack against the citv of Pleiku on 30, 31 Jan 68,

(2) Sitnation:

(a) Kontum: The 24th NVA Resiment is located, with
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olemonts of tho 174th MVA Regiment 1n the Toumorone Base aroca, north ocast
of Dak To. Tho 66th MVA Regiment and possible clemcnts of the 174th NUVA
Rogiment are occupying positions west and north west of Del To, The 40th
WVA irty Regiment is currently snlocated in te tri-border arca. The 304th
Locnl Forces Battalion is locatod approximatoly 15 Km northeast of ¥ontum
city. 'mlocated, but last reported hended for a target in the Kontum area
is the 402th Sapper Battalion, As of the close of the period, the 24th
NVA Rogiment is reported massing north of Fontum City.

(b) Pleikwr: The 4th Battalion, 95B Regiment and elements
of tho 5th Battalion are located anproximately 25 N WE of Pleikv City,
Elements of the 5th Battalion are &laso located in an arca approxdimately
15 Km Eest and South Bast of Pleikn City. The K101 Battalion, 058 Rogiment
1s unlocatod, last bolioved in an area approximately 25 ¥m Weost of Ploikm
Ci%y, The ¥K=6 and possible the K-4 Battalions (of tho 32 NVA Rogt) last
contnctod at Dak To, havo moved south throwgh the Ploi-Trap Valley nnd are
belicind locatod in an area approximately 15-20 Kms Wl of Pleilkv City.

The 200th Arty Pn, en clement of the 40th Arty Regiment, vas believed local-
od in the samc general ares, The H-15 Local Force Rattalion, last seen in
the in Khe area,is believed hending to the Pleiku arnn, The 407th Sapper
Bn is currently vmlocated in Pleilm Province, The X-17 and X-18 Sanner
companics are currontly nnlocnted,

(¢) Darlac: Elements of the 33d W7 Rogiment are cir-
rently operating hoth sonth and north (L0 ) o Ban le Thvot. The 301st
Local Force Battalion is wlocated,

{3) Capsbilities:

(2) Kontum: To attack in the Dnk To arca with vp to 6
NVA Infantry Battalions supporied by heavy mortar and rockcts from the 40th
*rty Regiment, To attack Kontim City with vp to 3 regnler Pattalions of
the 24th NVA Regimont and 1 Sapper Prttolion, the 408th, Continved inter-
diction of highwaytsll uvtilizing possible clemonts of tho 24th MVA Rogiment

and the 304th Toeal Force pattalion,

(b) Pleiku: To attack Pleilku City with vp %0 5 WA Bat-
talions, 4Ath snd 5th of the 95B and possibly, K4 and K6 of the 324 Regt,
sunvorted by artillery olements of tho 40th Lrty Regiment, 1 Sapper Bn
plus local units and guerrillas from VC districts 3, 4, ~nd 9. s A al-
tornate course, vsing clements of both MV. Roriments, condue’ milti-Bn
attrck against Duc Co, Plei Vorong, or Plci Djermag, Contimvovs interdic-
tion of highwayvs 19E and 14N nsing cloments of the VC 33 district and tho
L0th Sappor and H=15 Loecal Foree Battalions.

(¢) Darlac: Conduct.a multi-Bn attack on Ran Me Thuvob
nsing clements of the 33d NVA Regiment, with local herassment and inter-
diction of highways by the 30N1st Tocal Force Battalion,

b, Crownd to air fire was roported on 88 oceasions rosvlting in

_: duthority NP A7 7711
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62 aircraft hit, 3 crow members killed and 25 crew membors wovnded in
action, Of the airecraft hit 29 wore "H~1H's and 32 wore "F-1C's and 1 was
a CH=47, Altitudes of aircraft receiving bits varied from 25 feet to
4,000 feet, Spocifically 26 racoived hits below 500 feet, 17 roceived
hits between 500 and 1000 feet, 14 hotween 1000 and 2010 feet, nmd 5 above
2000 feet,

c, The Intellimonce Section of the 155th fslt Pel Co continves
to have the rosponsibility of rathoring intelligence information on the
Ban Me Thuot ar.a and receiving reports from loeal civilian egencies and
military organizations in the Ban Me Thuot area,

d. The Intelligrnce Section of the 57th Aslt Uel Co in ¥ontum
hns effected dircet liatson with the S-2 advisory elaments of Kontum
Sector Headquarters. '

¢. Intellisence briefines nnd infoetrinations wore given to the
newest membor of the Batt~lion, the 355th Weavy Holicopter Companv, sta-
tioned at Cnmp Holloway. A basic load of maps wag vrovided the Company.

3. (C) Operations ond Training letivitios
a, COperations:

(1) Support: .The 52d Combrt iv°ation Brttalion(Flyving Dra-
zons) supported numsrons oprrations ineluding Mac Arthur (92 davs), Tran
Son I (7 deys), Michaol (10 days), Co "EY, 20th Inf (42 days), FOB~IT (92
days), [RVN (92 dnys), CRID (4 days), Press Camp (66 dave). In addition
aviation support wms provided IT Corps Fas (92 davs), Co "R, 5th SFG
(91 days), 520 Arty Gp (91 days) and 17th Aviation “roup (78 davs)., 1In
goneral cduring the reported period, the "Flvine Dragons! svoported TT Corps
with one Assanlt Melicopter Company and one Assault Palicopter Company
rinus. The 4th Tnfantry Division wmg suprorted with two Assault Felicop-
tor Companies, and the IT Corps ‘RVN with on issault Pelicomter Company,
The percentage of tho battalions 1lift capability allecrtod, by ronth, was
as follows: .

NCw DEG JAN
4th Inf Div - 66% 65% 63%
ARVN - 129 13% 134
Othor - 229 229 2L%

(For detailed scquence of significant events and statistics, sece inclosure
43 for a map of the operational aren, sce inclosvre 5.)
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(2) Operational Statistics (1 Yov -~ 31 Jan 68)

CBET OTHER UH=-1H UH-1C CHw4 74
SORTIES SORTI®S BOTRS*  HORS*  HOTRS#

85,319 43,228 29,391 7,527 3,597

TOT.L CARGO  A/C Afcer
HOITRG#* PAX TONS HIT DAM/DEST
40,515 175,270 21,380 62 120/22

CREM MEM  ENEMY STRICT  MED SORTIES DETAY
INT/X**  KRA DEST EVACS  OR CXL FOR WX
37/6 217 167 1,506 62

* Ldjusted DA Torm 1352 time, .
#% Tncludes resvlis of hostile fire sand aceidonts,

{3) UH-1H gnd TH=-1G(A) Support: Drring ¥ovember, the ine
crensed demand for "H-1 aircraft, *rought on by the Battle of Dak To, had
2 lasting effect of this battalions availability for the remainder of the
reporting period, Demands made it necessary to roinforce this battalion
with slements of severalunits within the 17th Combat fviation “roup. This
support extonded anywhere from a day to in excess of one week, (For a
more detalled analysis of this problem area; scc Soctlon IT, Part I)

(4) 355th Assanlt Bolicopter Company (Hoavy) arrival: The
rain body of the 355th Lssnult Helicopter Company (Heawvv) deployed to
Victnem beginning 10 January 1968, and completed the move on 12 Janvary.
The company (-) was assigned to the 52d Combrt Aviation Battalion at Camp
lolloway, Pleikw, RVN, The TC&E equipmont began arriving on 24 Jamunry
1968, 4 small delepation from thc company was sont to Mi Whon to orenn-
izo the shipment of aircraft and equiprent to Pleilw, RVN, Tho romainder
of the company worked to corplete facilitics prior to the arrival of
their cquipment,

(5) CH-47A Support: During this renortine period the do-
mand for CH-47) support in the Central Highlands continmed at o phenomensl
rate, Again, it was necessary to reinfores the 17¢th \SPC with aircraft
from other units within the 17th Combat Aviation Grovp, for short neriods,

(6) 335th Lslt Wel Co: In mid-Novemher the 335th roturned
to the Central Highlands and Pleilm =srea in support of the 173d Abn Bdo.
Although OPCON to the 1734, the 335th wns attached for odministrntion and
logistics to the 524 Cbt fwvn Pn. The statistics roflected in this report
do not inelude those of the 335th Aslt Hel Co,
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(7) Major Opoerations Supported: The 52d GCombat tyintion
Battalion svpported oporations Mne firthur, and the Battlo of Dak To dnpe
ing the reported period, (¥or aviation support statistics of Dak To,
soco inclosure 6, )

e
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(2) Weather: During the month of Novembor, the weathor was
characterized by high ceilines, modorate winds and gnod visibility,: Winds
werc predominately out of the ¥R during this period., In late Decarber,
the winds began shifting to tho ENE hringingcooler tomporatvres and excel-
lent flying conditions for the romainder of tho reporting period, (For
moro dotalled meteorslogical dnta, see inclosure /)

(9) Enomy ittacks: In tho past guarter all valts of this
battalion have boon attacked., Both NVA and VC units conducted attacks on
Kontvm, Ban Mo Thuot, and Holloway airficlds, The enemy used 82mm mortars,
122 & 140mn rockets, sappers and Infantry assavlts during hig campaiens,
(For detailed information on each attack see inclosure 7, 8, and 9,)

b, Troining:

(1) During the reported pericd, the following subjects were
stressed:

(a) Aviation Training:

Pre~flight Inspections
Aules of Engngement
Instrument Trainine
Formation ¥lying
. Escape and FEvagion
Monsoon Weather Procedvres
Cam Ranh, Yha Trang ~nd Saigon control ‘zone
Procedures

»

-

bakhhhg~hnnuba

&, ZEmersency Procedures
(b) Ground Training: .
1. Code of Condunct Lo«
2. Rules of Tngagement
3. (enevn Convention
4. OGas Chamber Exercises
5. Viet Cong Tactics
6. Irredinte ‘ction Drills
7. Pines and Booby Traps
8. Security and Sentrv Duty
8. Venpons Safety
19, Familiarization and zero firing of individnal

weapons
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(2) Portions of the ground training program have been elime
innted during this reporting period., This was primarily duve to higher
Hendguarters assuming responsibility for the initial inwcountry training,

REPRODUCED AT TIE NATTONAL ARCHLVEY

e

(3) Instrnctor Pilots from the 355th ASHC(M) were sent to
the 478th LSFC(H), located ot 'n Khe, for training with that wnjt, This
training included ground, flight, and operationnl procedures peculier to
these units,

c. Research and Development: Diring the reporting period, the
52d Combat Aviation Battalion tnok part in o minimum number of evaluations
and no significant advances were mnde,

4Le (C} Logistics
a. Class I: WNo sisnificant problems.

b. Class II: Command emphasis' placed on control and turn in
of excess equipment and eonex containers thronghont the period,

¢, Cless ITT & TITA:

(1) Over 4,000,000 gallons of JP/ used by the battalion
dvring the pariod,

(2) Holloway miniport relocated on the new heliport tn
vacate previocus location for the 355th Assonlt Surport Felicopter Company
(Heavy), The 350 GFM POL pump provides ndequate pumping pressure over a

lateral distance of 810 feet,

(3) ipproval was received from 1st Log Command t5 rotain .
the 3-3000 barrel POL storage tanks at Velloway shovld the Class IIT
storage facility be moved.

d, Class IV: Mo significont problems. Command emphasis placed
on class five accorntability and storage facilities during the meriod,

a. The Battalion Civic Actien Officer, the Berttalion Chaplein
end volunteers fror subordinate units are now engaged in eivie nction
activities in five Montagnard villages in the battalion arsa of operations.
The battalion continues to receive many boxes of s0ap, vitamins »néd cloth-
ing from friends in the US. 2As new personnel arrive, so do new sources
of donations. These items rre being distrihuted through villaze chiefs,
the Pleiku Province Fospital, the Evangelicnl Fospital, nnd the Christinn
and Missionary Alliance, The battalion conducts medical assistance elin-~
ics with emphasis on hvgiene; eg, washing ~nd treating skin disorders,

The Battolion Civic .letinn Fond continuss to raceive donations from organ-
izations interosted in the prosram. (For n pictorial account of Civie
Metion similar to thnt of the 52d, see inelosvre 3,)

7
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b, TFmphasis in the Civic *ction Prosrsm is being placed om
estrblishing chamnels of cormmications betwesn GV and the Montagnard

Chiefs, The Montagnards definitely prefer to work directly with the
Imericnns, althovgh resistance to the idea is present on both sides,

c. BSpecificnlly, the Chaplnin contributed:

(1) Over 20 boxes of sheets, clothing, scap and drug items

were received from churches and individvals in the States, These were
distributed for vse by the CMA missirnaries and the VNCS Clinic - Hognital,

(2) Two sewing machines found in the Special Services stor
nge building were given to the Pleilw Mentagmard Farm and Schonl,

(3) Approximately 300 enses of surplus food from vnits at
Camp Followay =nd the PX warehowse were distribvted to the Montngnard
tribes through the CMA missimnaries,

(4) The Protestant congregation received speeial offerings
for the following causes: o

) (a) #%668,95 to Jorail Chvurch for construction of library
and reading room,

{(b) $50.7§ to the Rible Societies of Vietnam,

{e) $80,00 4o the CMA missionarics at Ban Me Thuot for
tho Montagnard Church under construction,

(5) The Catholic conrregntirn received ¥128,53 in offerings
for Catholic migsionury activities in the nrsa. - . ’

6. (C) Personnel
a. PIO activitics during the pericd Nevemher 1067 - 5anuary 1068,
(1) TFeaturc storics submitted: 8
(2) Pictorial relenscs (hometown and in-country): 30
(3) Taped interviews: 23
(4) Formal press intervicws: 4
(5) WNowsmen and representatives svpnorted: 48

(6) The "Dragon Fire" was rovived and incrensed in sizc and
scope dvring this peried, It provides loerl news of intercst nnd scloct-
cd news service itoms,
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(7) Tho nightly report of deily aviation activities has
prontly improved during the perioed, 'mit PIO's are beginuing to svbmit
better reports,thereby snabling the Battalion PIO to sntriit mere effect-
ive reports. '

REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCIILVES

b. Special Services activities for the peried Nnvember 1967 -
Jonvary 1962,

(1) During the period, a totel of 506 cvt of comntrv RER
quotas were received; of these, 396 were filled,

(2) 2 totrl of 6 in-commtry RER quotas were rocelved, 3 for
T and 3 for officer. This is a notable decrease from the last reporting
pericd.

(3) The arts & crafts shop as woll as the library have ox-
panded to a soven dny a weole operatiom,

1

e. Mwards and Decoratlons:

(1) Total muber of awards and decorations svbmitted during
this period are as follows:

MARD NITRER S1B LSPPROVED
Silvor Star 22 ' 0

. D0 . L7 12
Soldiors Medal 6 3
Bronze Star 36 28
Mo Modals 1487 20325
ACH 37 34
Farple Heart 14 . B
TOTA 1649 2127

d. Personnel problems during the prriod November 1967 - Jamuary

1068,

(1) The problems of receiving replacements in our critical
MOS nsreas still oxists, Most critical dvring the poriod werc helicopter
Toch Inspectors (MOS 67W), Aireraft ‘rmament Ropairmon (03 457}, Petrol-
ounm Storage Specialista (MOS 76W) and Cooks (MOS 94B). The shortage of
personnel in MOS 1iB continues to he a matter of grave concern,

e, Comrand Changes:

The following now commrnders assumed cormand on dates indi-
cnted: : '
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COMMANDER

Maj Billy R. Toodall
Mnj Fuvgene P, Malkoff

TIT

155th AHC

165th TC Det
119th

Maj Joseph R, Compbell III

Maj George E, Purnison
Maj Weil I. Leva

*Maj Glenn E, Morgan
¥Maj Willi-m H, Finds

189th
355th

AFC
17C
APC

ASHC
IC Dot

DLTE

6 Nov &7
6 Nov 67
20 Yoy 67
1 Dec 67
2 Jan 68

NOTE: Docs not indicate date individuvals assvmed cemmand of respective
vnits, only vhon they reported in-country as elemcnts of this cnmmand,

f. 6Gain and Losses

(1) The following gains and losses oceured during the per

lod Vovember 1967 - Janvary 1968:

(a) GAINS OFF g
Naoverber 118 212
Decomber 36 140
Janunry 42 114
(b) LOSSES OFF M
November 83 282
Cecember 26 150
Taaaary 28 164
(2) Ir peosont the battalion is 298 TM and.40 officers ~nd

warrant officers buics TORE strength,

g. Morale: The morale of officer 2nd enlisted personnel throvgh-
out the battalion continmes to be exceptionally high, This wns due pri-

rorily to the following:

(1) Maximum recognition f~r job accomﬁlishrcnt throngh
promotions, awerds and decorations and letters of approcintion.

(2) Liberal lcave and R&R policies,

(3} Continually improving standards of living.

(4) Avialability of post facilities,

(5) Continual-indoctrinatirn in jab performagce and mission

arientation,

10
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h, Relirlous Activitles:

T~ ki,

(1) Dwrinz the quarter the Battalion Chaplain was responsi-
ble for all religious activities at Carmp Hollowny and at the operational
gitog, Protostant services were conducted by tho Battalion Chaplain.

(2) Religious services were provided for the 155th ‘wn Co
in Ban Me Thuot on a weckly basis by the Protestant rissionarics and the
Cathnlic Chaplain from MACV,

(3) Religious services for the 57th “wvn Co in Kontum were
provided by the Protestant Chaplain and the "RVN Cathnlic Chapleln.

(4) Catholic services for Camp Followay woro conducted each
Sunday by the PSAC Chaplain, .

(5) Transportation was provided from Camp Follmway to the
715t Evac Hospital Chapel ench Friday for Jewlsh personnel.

(6) The Protegtant congregation contimes to attend the
hymn sings at the CMA compound cach Svndny. One cook ovt was held Jointly
with the CMA migsionaries in Janvary.

(7) In Nevember, a bus tour ims taken of all the missionary
jngstitvtions ~f the Pleiku area,

_ (8) A4t Christmasg time, several packages were recclived f£fom
individuals and churches £or distribution te men of the vnits,

{9\ ir Jenvary, a regular pianist/orpanist wes secured for

the Chavel, and o cnoir was started,
b ’

{10% During the quarter new lisht fixtures were installed
jnaide the chapel, ontside speakers wore erccted to vlay rcligiovs mvsic
on Svnday and a2t taer special times,

7. (17} PSYOPS

The battalion continues supporting the Chiu Hei and Hel Chanh
programs, The battnlion worke jointly with the 4th Infantry Division,
distributing leaflets and in aerial gomnd brosdcasts. These activities
arc programed in known or swspocted enemy areas of operatinn and nre the
responsibility of the PSYOPS Officer.

8, (C) Safety and Standardization
a, Standardizatipn: The Battnlion Standardization Pilot flew

24, check rides in November, 21 in December and 14 in January. These
chock rides are broken down as follows:

11
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(1) _5 SIP (Strndardization Pilet)

(2) _9 IP (Instructoer Pilot)

(3) _7_AC (Mreraft Commander)

(4) 42 Ovarterly check rides and in~country standardization
and orientation,

(5) _3 Post fccident Check Rides

REPRODUCED AT 'TIIE NATLONAL ARCHLVLES

Primary emphesis during all rides has been upon aireraft and emergoncy
procodures., Young aviators goon develop n high deegree of proficiency but
may arrive at AC status witheout ever having a roview of emergency nroced-
cedures, This is an underlying cause of Ycomplacengy"and leads tn unnec-
essary low level flight, take-off over umnecessary barriers, disregard for
routes offering good forced landing areas, failure tn make precemtionary
landingsand tn execute successful autorotations, Daily commitiment of
211 flyable assets procludes adequate scheduled unit flight training,

b, Safety:

(1) The accident rate (pbr 100,0n0 flight heurs) for this
poriod was 24.6 for 40,515 flizht hours, . A1l were major accidents.

(2) MWNovembor -~ Three accidents, rate; 21.6
(b) December - Four aceidents, rate; 27.3
(¢) Jamary - Three accidents, rate; 23.8
(2) The following causes (all were major accidents) nre sited.
fa) #291 22 Wov 67
- FOD

¥alnbensnce orror
. Lack of forced landing sites-in &0 -

hdalhﬁi_i

.3, #390 25 Nov 67
1. Material failure (svn genr shaft)"
2., TFailure tn exccute sueccessful antorntation
(c) #7159 28 Nov 67
-1+ Crow crror, hit tree
(d) #577 6 Dee 67
Crewr errcr

Fatigue

1.
2.
3. Possiblo engine deficiency

(¢) #219 16 Doc 67

1. Over londed
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Possible engine deficiency
Poor scloction of flight rouvte

2.
e
‘7 54 20 Dea 97

Crow errnr, hit tree
Patiguo

jrad-

VR 2% Dac 67

. Creaw oreor

2, Foor judgement

3, Poor operating conditions (dust, crowded, no
contral)

(1) #075 6 Jan 68

Ovrer londed
Srew errolr

1
3
Ze

(1) 442 10 Jan 68

,.
i)
.
i)

. 3hort shaft failure
. Tack of forced lanmding site in AO -

Irol-s

(3) #7021 Inn 68

i, Owerwelght
2. dent IR in dust

3% Dapdng bow perled an air traffic flow plen hrs been
devisod for tn. Pleiky ratrogeliten area. The plan, accepted by the
Ar Toreo nad ALh Iafrniey Dieision, is still hoing staffed prior to

implimentation,

Ly Moo efirficld ah Followny has new improved runway mark-
ings, runway lighuing and a 2irhted niniport, Sevsral major dust arsas

haveo been prima-primed, ond several hazardous wires have been merked.

(¢} A new Lvialion fecident Dreventicon SOP has been writton
and o new Ground Safeby “0T i3 ¢loza S crmplotinn, Brth functi~ns have
boon eonsolidated int~ one cffice, Thig action will not only reduce the
commanders span of contrel for sdfety matters, but will provide the best
qualified persconncl to gircet the frovnd Safety Program. The tw" proprams
normally overlap and irtegratirn should not create any major problenms.

9. (C) Post Hoadguarters (Garp Followay)

a., During this reportiﬂé perind, Post Foadgqnarters conbinuved
nermal operation and contimed offrrt was oxponded on various projects

13
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with the gonl of improving Post Headquarters and Defense Structures;

(1Y WEEh -r nuersass in avajlability of material tho peri-
meter lirht project .nde eonmsidoralle progress during the period. Approx-
imately 50% of the ayetom in operational and approximately 304 is cur-
rently in vse, The malcr problon ercmmbered during the poriod wna the
inabllity to gob o crare ilmo o swamp to ercet light poles, This problem
wns solved by slivg tcodine thr poies with n TH-1H holicoptor.

{2) Tho #i5th Ragincor Tatbtalien continued to progress on
the 70 pad Chwrislmas Tree Feliperd, FProgress was dolryed due to incroasod
Cerbat Fngincer suprpor’s and smorgency road work during this period, Estli-
mated crmplotion date is new | Marsh 1968,

b, Tho Airfiold Operations Detachment was reorganized undor a
new TO&E, Thers were changes in personnel and equipment with the major
change being the uperading of the Commander from Captain to Lieutenant
Colonel,

10, (C) Signai

a. Dial telspaonc scrvice was installed at. Camp Holloway during
the month of Decembor, Although this system is not complete, all major
staff sectirns end comprnios have dial telephone scrvice. This new dinl
gystem has groatly incrensed the guniity of tolophone serviee and reduvced
tho time noedod te plaze enlls,

b. Two types of telephono sarvice have been installed, Class A
and C sorvice. Clazs 4 survice giv:s the suvbseribers access to the long
distance telephone syston, A1l major strff gectimm and crmpanies hawve
Class A dial sarvise, This is ospexiclly impertant in an avintisn babtnl-
ion where units are ssvarabod and cperabe over a larpe gengraphical aren,
Class C sermisce within th leiku aren has provided faster service for
svbseribers 2t Canp Follovey who still do not bave diel televhenes.

c. The dial iolevheone system will ewentually replace the Carmp
Haolloway MV /TTC~7 swiictbeard, Existing dial telephones at Camp Prlloway
have groatly reduct] the amount of traffic handled by the Fellowny switch-
boerd. This in turn hes provided faster switchboard service for snubacri-
bors at Camp Foiloway who still do nothavé dial telephomes.

d, VFF radi. relay-scarrier commmnications aro presently heing
wsed to link Cmp Holloway with tre 155%h AFC at Ban Ye Thuot and the 57th
AHC at Kontum, Dircet XT3 to “hrse companies has groatly improved com-
mand and administration between 523 CAB and these twn companies, A3 soon
s the new AN/VSC-2 or AVARC-119 radins are issued tn these crmpanies a
more roliablo vnice commmuicatirns net will be established,

o, The new AN/VSC-2 FF/RTT radio has proven to be a relinble
and useful pieco of equipment, This SSB radl~ hes provided the battalion
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cempany operabions.

11, (1) Adrctaft Maintenanas

Qe

MMreraft Authorized
A/C Assigned (AVG)
Availability Rate -
A Rate =

EDP Rate =

REEY AN

3
B

1

Meintenance Statiatics.

YhLLADOIED
; QMUOHW'AJ | Q"z Z’L
127 maRa 02 1 D84

2 ioEoerlx;icaEioI}sj w;[:-h lthél“t’;ﬁ Avintion froup

Poericng rading viilized were not as reliable and volce
ard Shetorted,

506G padlo set will be issued one ench
arvive within the command,

These

srovide an HF fet between battalion

UH-AH UP=1C  CH=47A

115 40 16
18 6 13
80,8  75.7 5841

1447 15.7  28.8
3.6 5.6  13.0

(For detniled statistical data, see inclosvre 10)

has

endr

ioni, wan.veat
vailant disvazar,

b. Oue be tae incrense in enemy attacks on vmits of this batial-
jon availerbility hne dromned to some extent,
and round tas ~lock raintenance hes kept the aveilability at o phenomenal
rate, lore specifice are presented in Section TT,

12, JY Flight Svrpuon
.1 . N
heen nrar A ing

.

Aizeazes durine

VR

pist reporting period.
W oeases and dermatolorical conditions are the most pre-
Tie »rte for these diseases have remained about the

Powever, after atbeck repairs

Turing toe rast three months the Camp Molloway Despensary
1oy, crtpatients wiaits per month while supportine a-
bout LI0G porscnnel. :

Thars heve “een no siguificant ontbrenks of umsual or epid-

"pper respirétorv infect-~

game menth to momil with the exception of an vpsvr~e in TRI during Novem-

ber.

aved.

lable for wse oar Yietnam,

1 rieant nviation medicine problem is nviator fntigue.
. solved until sufficient aviators and egnipment are
‘viators are automrticnlly erommded at

140 hours by ibeic corany and allowed to fly if the mission dictntes
only if cleurst by the flight svrgeon.

SECTIOY IT - Cormanders Obserwations and Recommendations Part T, Cbserva~
tions (Lessons Learned)
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e Item: Daily INTSIYM

Discussion: The Daily INTOTM published by the Battalion S-2
Sectinc conglsted of, for the most par, a listine of contacts, ~ecent re-
perilz, ¢bte, extracted from INTSIMS pu: lished by warioms "2 sections in
tae Yieiku, and Kontum aren. A time #tudy revenled thnat preparation and
publication of the INTS'M cost vpwards from three (3) hours daily. Coord-
inntion with ndjacent and higher hendynarters subecribers revealed that
they were merely receiving frow this Battnllon, several days later, items
that they had already prblighed, Conrdination with svbordinete svhscribe
ers revealed that a dally listing of Corps wide contnets, incidents, agent
reports, ete., was of no benefit to companv size aviation mits,

Observation: & numbered Intelligence Bulletin containing
Hlph Hazard areas, 24 hour weather forecast, alrcrnft Shot Ats, and » dis-
cussion of current enemy capability and probnble course of actlon, would
perform a much more beneficianl service, Bulletin wns initinted 1 Jan 62
and tise saved by not preparing and pnblishing the Corps wide listing,
was usel to prennre the more comprohensive "Discrssion Section',

»2. I} Operations
o, Stom:  Bomb Crater Landing Zonos

Jscussion: The use of the bombd erater landine zones in-
erenscd *‘vuifiuﬂaula during the past quarter., Dunring the past several
monthz this bBathalion hos: oxperimented with tho uwse of these landing zones
on mauy mirr operations, However, during the Battle of Dak To, it became
au opeiraticral necessily to use them in nlmost every airmobile oporation,
The SGerramn~ wilivin e -Hmntz A0 (Dnk o) is characterized by double and
tripla CRROTL feezlae, taiisk undergrowth, and 200 -~ 30N trees; landing
z20%Cs Ave Almest coneszistant, Seckine the utmost in airmobile flexibil-
ity, the .3, L1z Tuoee wvas frequentiy enlled upon to develop helicopter
lantting evoaz, 7o pocrorm this task “hoy omploved the use of several 750
and 1,000 pooad Foets soncentrated juto a small area, Tnfortunstely
prezent gl “zJﬁiques precivéed nny two bombs from falling into the
same wean, Mas od Loo bombs fell onto steep slopes in the terroin, leav-
ing Iarge gsapiiae ° wL,v that were vnusable for heliborne operstions., Tt
was fouud thebt ai :;e“, only one ship landineg zones covld bs exnected.
Howaver, avern #-c:zv ..ol tho one single tree or stump in the wrong plsce,
reguirtig e ohis t hover at 15 - 20 fect to discharge its passenpers.
The vrdavrabiings 507 this is obvious; personnel injuries, rotor blade
grikes ane 2i00r vy accidents rates went searing, '

e A mrir .

I% braadens the on ployment of helicopter forces jmmeasurably. Fowever,
extensive imprrovoiiats mst be made in both delivery technioves and the
type ordinance used, The vse of he1E aircraft equipprd with 2,000 pound
drisy cutters, has been the most effective in this arca, This is primar-

tbserrvalion: The basic concept of this technique is excellent,
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ily dve to the inerease in accuracy by slower delivery sveeds and the
incroares effoctiveness of the 2,00N pound daisy cvtter, 'mfortunately
the horh shackles on this aireraft werc found to be unsafe to carry this
lead, and the use of this type of ordanance was discontinued,

e

b. JTtem: Dust Hazards

Discussion: During this reporting period several incidents
have cccurred as a result of dust hazards., These incidents have ranged
frow the close~call category to the major accident, Operational reavire-
ments compel contimued usage of the mmerous simi-improved airfields
located in the Central Wichlands. This fact alone does not always create
the hezardous conditions., These conditions normally arise with the select-
ion of these sites for major operations, With this selection comes s vast
armaca of men and equipment to an airfield never designed to accomodate
tho ircreased traffic., The area is quickly leveled by bulldozers and
vehicular traffic over the dirt roads is doubled. In addition, the ine
crecase of air traffic aggravates the already hazardous dust conditions,

Obsgrvetion: Obviously it would not be tactically sound to
malre major improvements to an airfield prior to a major operation, Fow-
ever; if Immediate engincer assistance could he made available, many of
the dus® problems would never occvr, Immediate construction of uecessary
road rovs wonld preclvde the taxi-ways from becoming mejor highways for
resuprly. ‘lelipads and heavy traveled roads should be peneprimed as soon
as posslli b~ further improve the arca, In most cases if the ahove
improveraals sould be rade early in the operation, the dust problem conld
alncoy i ¢liilmdnatad, '

¢. Item: Late Releases by Support Tmits

Discvssion: This unit is still encountering a recrrring
problem of supported ground wnits failine to rolease their C&C and ro-
supply alrcraft at the appointed time, Aircraft have been roleased as
late as 2109 hours which in several instances has contributed to crew
fatigue, delayed intermediate inspections, and late arrivals for other
missions assigned the aircraft, )

Obsorvation: Aircraft scheduled to be released at a specific
tirme should be relcased at that time, The svpported unit shovld be made
awvare of the problems incurred by their failure to observe the release
time,

d. Itom: Low Level Approaches in Support of Clandestine Recon-
naissasnce Operations,

Discugsion: Om numerows occasions this battalion has been
reguired to perform the covert infiltration of reconnaissance teams into
arcas known or suspected encmy activity, as woll as effecting the ex-
filtration of these units, ofton nnder fire, The clendestine natvre of
these operations created a requiremcnt for recounaissance at altitude
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scveral days prior to the infiltration, and inscrtion during those
hours of limited visibility, vtilizing techniogas vhich would minimize
the possibility of enemy dotection. A coverd exfiltration was also re-
guircd to limit the cxposvre of the oxfiltration aircraft to cnemy fire.

REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

Obsorvation: It was detnrmincd that the best technigue to
poerform this mission was a low lovel approachy controled throughont its
conduet by an aireraft at altitude. The command aircraft is positioned
gn that visnal conbact with the primary landinz zone can be effected.

Wich both the landing zene and tho infiltration ailreraft in sight, the
corand aireraft dircets the infiltration aireraft to touchdowm with the
L7%. It was found that the infiltration pllot néed nnt have seen the land-
1. zone prier to the flight., The same procedure is uvsed for exfiliration
sd emergoncy cxtraction, with the nxception that the reconnaissance teams
1:lect the pickup site, and identify their location to the commend ship

2y the vsc of panmels, signal mirrors, or sroke.

-

ey svemt Daily CH-A7 Operational Commitmonts

Discugsion: During this period, as with the last, the battal-
ion has had to fly many loads to areas where airfields are available, The
nurber of sorties involving rmoves of the svpnorted mnits continwe to in-
cresse. There have been many instances where the loads were not "CH=47"
loads in that the weight wes far below the desired 7,000 pownds, 2lso
the Chinook is still being used for loads thrt ere capable of heing car-
ried by smaller, less expensive aircraft., Many hours of CH-47 flvine tire
are still beins vsed to transport units to an area accessable by roads.

In nost cases these areas are but a few milrs from the rasupnly point.

Observation: The Chinook shonld scldom he wsed in flying
loads into 2r2as where airfields are available, With improved planning
and crordination, fixed wing aircraft aro ~vailable for these nissions.
Contimied emphasis must be placed on the regniroment for reducine sorties
in unit moves., "mits shovld monitor all Chinook sortics and:.make certain
thet the loads are as close to 7,000 pounds as possihle or that thev are
at least an item that a smaller aireraft camnot carry, Everv ofort should
be made to vtilize the existing road network for unit movement and resun-
plv of wnits thot are accessable by roads.

f. Item: Flying Hour Progran

Discussion: Duvring the reportins period a series of inevi-
tablé circumstances led to some interesting develovments, Tue to the
maximum support effort of thisormanization durine the Dak To campaipgun,
nost Dak To aircraft availability was vastly decreased. Fowever, even
with tho loss of ~ircraft, vsing vnits appreared to be functioning norral-
lv. Some investigation of this matier revealed, that when aircraft were
only available for a few hours, wvsine commanders became keenly aware of
his aireraft utilization., Fissions well well plenned and oreanized to
achieve the maxirum, with the allotted time,
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Observation: OConsidering the above; a possible solution
to the present shortage of nission rendy rircraft is aprmarent, A clogely
monitored, five hour flylng day for other than tacticnl requirements,
covld be ostablished, This shovld be sufficient svpmort in almost every
cagse. Exceptions to this rvle covld be taken on a mission bagis only,
This wonld keep blade time st a minirmwm, and allow for sorely needed day-
1ioht meintonance., If additional administrative time is noeded on .one
day, an equal apount of ground time should be allowed the folloring dav.

REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHLVES

g. Item: Sapper Attacks

Discngsion: During the roporting period assauvlis on this
i sballons inssmiiations have incrrnsed consideralhly. In almost every
i sbance the ecnery has suceassfnlly employed the vge of sappors. Mnalysis
27 after action roports clearly indicate, that damage svnffered at the
21nndg of tho sapper far exccods that of the dama<o cavsed by mortars.
-t . et BT

Obsorvation: 1In an attempt to reduce the effectivencss of
tae sappers, new precautions have been teken., New rnd strategically
pinced positions have boen constrveted in the sireraft parking arees.
Ticse poslitions are avtomatically mannod vhen the units aro plnccd on
£ifty per cent alort, Personncl ‘n theso positions are to ston the sap-
per beforo they have the time $t6 place their charges. -

3, (C) Signal
a, Item: Shortagc of Maintenancc Float T, HF, VHF RT Tmits

Discussion: Maintenence float T, THF, VHF RT units novor
scem to reach the 52d CAB Avionics Shop. Tquipment hrs beon released by
the 58th Transportation Bn and never arrived here. . .

Observation: The close liaison with the supporting facility
15 ofton necessary in order to detormine whether parts have onn shipped
and to which location, :

b, Ttem: Shortage of APH-5 Parts ) s

Digcussion: The Avionics Shop hns oxnerinanced erest diffi-
enltv in roceiving parts for the APP-5 protective helmet. "ccording to
the Avionics Wews Letter prhlished by the 34th fencral Supnort Group,
these repadr parts are in corntry. Repair parts for the APR-5 ofton tnke
more bhan sixty days to receive on an 02 priority.

Ohsarvation: That immediate nction is roceived if reomisi-
tions are carricd to 34th General Svpport Grovp.
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4. () Maintenance

d. Jtem: Revetments

Discussion: The valun of revetments in heliconter main-
tonance arcas can not be minimized. The last four atiacks azainst uvnits
of this battalion have been concentrated against maintenance arcas. The
encry hes used mortars, rockets, and hand carried sapper charpges or a
combination of all three, In general, the maintenance areas offer the
larger structuros, the greater concentration of eauipment and aircraft
and are lighted at night. In addition a svccessful attack limits a
wnits maintenance repari capabilities. When aircraft are reveted a mor-
tar rownd landing outside a revetment will cause damage to a single ship
and usually only to the area extending above the rovetmont, Extensive
damage to main rotor, tail rotor, and pylon assembly (NHA1) is often in-
ﬂorred however, this is vaually repairable, When a helicoptor is not
revoted, which i1s frequently trve in crowded maintennnce areas, a round
fallimg some distsnce away will cause extensive damage, Adreraft in
this situvation suffer considerable sheeimetal, wiring and window damaze
which requires much time and effort to repnir. Even in case of fire a
revetment will confine the damage t0 one aircreft which is not the crse
when unreveted ships are parked some distance apart, The tendency of
naintenance personnel to poark the aircraft As close to the work area &s
possible is a common error,

Observation: Revetments should he as high as practical and
long enough to protect the full length of the aireraft, Extra revetments
should be constructed in maintenance area in anticipation of peak input
of aircraft, Consideration should also be given to parking 2% tons trucks
on the open side of the reveiments this also gives dispersion to wvehicles,
which are also prime targets of the enemy,

b. Item: Radio Retrofit Program (Project ZYR)

Discussion: THw1 aircraft continne to be received withont
the KY-28 rotrofit being completed. Thig propram places an additional
rden on mointenance, administration and operations. This unit hns
had two eircraft at a time in Project ZYR for six month, This is two
aircraft that can not perform a mission,

Observation: The retrofit on new aircraft should be accomp~-
lished in CONTIS before they are sent to RV,

c. Item: Repair of Helicopters Lfter At*ack

Discussion: TFollowine n concontrated ground atteck on n
helicoptor unit there will be o considerable amount of shoetmetal renair
to bo performed, usvally beyond the capnbilities of the unit., The unit
will often times be reluctant to turn work over to support maintenance
to repair knowing that given enovgh time they cnn make the repairs them-
salves,
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Obgervation: T'pon notification of an atdack the support
maintenance unit should be proparced to provide a sheetmetal revnir
team, In the case of extensive aireraft destruction a contact team
should be provided to assit in classification, inventorving and exped-
itious processing of aircraft to supporting maintenance. Vnit main-
tenance personnel should be encouraged to turn is as much work as pos-
sible to their support and not to get tied up in major repair projects,

REPRODUCEDL AT THE NATLONAL ARGHLVES

d. Item: Armament Capabilities

Discussion: Due to the lack of armament personnel (9 on
haé of 35 anthorized) assigned to the wnits at Camp Followny (3 AHC and
1 .SF0) oonsideration is being given to establishing a consolidated
arwament shop, This will provide a poolins of perasonnel =nd physical
Tosources,

Cbservation: Whon an ndequato physical facility is located
and a gqualificd shop commander is fornd, this consolidation will take place,

e, Itom: Dispersal of Vehicles and Equipment

Discussion: During January this battalion lost mumerous
vehicles and equipment, This combat damege was incurred by satchel charges,
and could as well have been by mortar fire,

Obgservation: By dispersal of equipment the number ineurring
damare wovld have beon reduvced, Compound areas do not lend themselvas
for wide dispersal, also sccurity of equipment cmnnot be maintained with
wide dispersementi The equipment can be spread throughout the compound
and eliminate congestion, When possible, rovetted areas should be pro-
vided for prime equipment ie,, Wreckers, Fuol Tanker ~nd Adrcraft Service
vehicles. Maintenance shop areas should never be allowed to become con-
zested at night, During good weather most maintenanco can be performed
by operators within assigned parking areas. ’

,

5., (M) Aviation Snfety
a, Item: Torecipgn Cbject Damage

Discussion: Foreign object dnmage (FOD) was identified ns
B major cavse of engine usaze., . request for assistance is tho design of
a Mast chance" filter for the T-53-L13 congine installation was requested
of WSABAAR., 1In addition the units have been instructed to perform a
1anst chanco inspection of the sand and dust separator and plenum chamber
area,

Observation: Failure of thc sond and dust scparator to stop

FOD and incrsased-night rmintenanco are believed to bo the primary causes
(See incl 11)

21




; e LI L
] dusnory NP A7 7121
1B mmma Dz 10414

CONFITENTIAC

b, Ttem: Accident Cause Factors

REPRODUCED AT THIE NATLONAL ARCHLVES

Discussion: Tn our continuing sesrch for accldent cause
factors an analysis of the Crash Facts Message File was made. (See incl
12 from 1 Jun 67 to 22 Dec 67 time of analysis), The 41 events lead to
the following conclusions, First, that there were no nccidents, ineci-’
dents, forced or precavtionary landing from Q700 - 0920 hours, Second,
snrt 67% of the major accidents occured after 1500 hours or during the
last 25% of the normal flyina dey.

Observation: It appears that aviator fatigue may be more
closely rclated to the number of hours flown in one day than it is
rlated to flying time per month, Consideration for a 5 hour non~tact-
tenl mission fiying day ond a 1700 hour aircraft release time has been
roguested. This will not only provide for aviator fatigue prevention,
but will provide some daylight hours for maintenance.

¢, Item: Maintenance Personncl

Discussion: The fatigue factor of maintenance persounel is
also serious. OConbinuous daily committment of flyine assests beyond the
f1ying hour progrrm and the shortage of skilled personncl, especilally
supervisors, cannot help but effoct the ouvality of maintennnce.

Obscrvation: The aireraft are flying more and more hours
than prograrmed, Trained maintenance personnel. becorme fowor and rre for-
cad to work longer and harder under poor lighting (or none at all), The
inevitable resvlt can only lead to mistnkes snd accidents, We must
cither reduce the flying hours and force the user te improve his vse of
the nircraft and incrense the mmber of maintenance personnel or accepb
lowor standards and high accident rates.

ART TI:. Rocoamendations:

" &1, (0) Operations: Reference Section II, Part I, para n, b, ¢, &, f.

. L a, Recommend increased use of the 2,000 pound daisy cvtter for
this type operation. In addition, that tho necessary modifications be
made on the A~1E aircraft be made to carry the larger loads.

T —

bt

b, Rocormend closer dircct liaison between the major aviation
vnit and enmineer support unit concerned, prior to the cormencement of a
mnjor operation in the vicinity of an airfield,

c. Recommond cormand cmphasis bo placed on the absolute nccess-
ity of scheduled release times being honored.

d, Recommond a study be made to determine the reason bohind the

phenomonal increasa in sortles for battallon moves, In ~ddition, thnt
roquests for CH=A7 support bo closely nmenltored.
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e, Rocommend a study be conducted to determine a realistic fly-
ing hour prograrm, that would meot operational roquirements ~nd incrcase
necded sround time for aviation vnits,

[ ]

2. (C) Signal: Reference Section II, Part I, para 3b. Recormend
progent system of requisitioning be inspected., Several sectionsg still
repart difficvlty in recelving regquested items through supply channels.
This would indicate requests are not being proporly processes.

3, () PFaintonatco: Referenco Section II, Part I, para 4b.

Recorrond futvre acquisitions of aircraft ho retrofited during
production,

L. {11) Safety: Roforonco Sectien TI, Part I, para 5a.

a. Recommend irmcdiate implementation of a "last chance" filter
for the T=53-113 ensine. That the sand ~nd dvst separator inspection
be emphasized to other aviation units with similar difficvlties in this
ATCa. .
b. Recommend a studvy be condvcted by a TSABLAR tear erncerning
the fatigue problem. This should encompass both aviators and maintennnce
personnol. In addition, that airer~f£t wiilization be monitored for a
possible increase in daylight maintenance time,

v g, =/ : i

12 Incl ' EDM/RD P, LVKERT JR.
- as LTC . Inf 7
Commanding
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REPRODUCED AT THE NATLONAL ARCHIVLS

CONFIODEN TIAL

DUDANTVENT OF THRE ARMY
HEADOWARTERS, 52D COMBAT AVIATION BATTALION
APO San Trancisco 96318
"FT.YING DRAGONS!

AVGD~CC 27 January 1968

SUBJECT: Organizational Structure of 52d Cbt Lvn Bn

INIT : COMMANDST
524 Cbt Avn Bn - "FLYING DRAGOWSH LTC FEdward T, Lukert Jr,
524 Security Platoon 1/Lt Breman W, Baker
57th Aslt Hel Co -~ "GLADIATORS™ ¥\J George L, Burnison
"COUGARSY
615th Trans Det MAJ Wiles C, Clark
g22nd Sipgnal Det W01 Parvey Baker Jr,
119th Aslt Hel Co - MALLIGATORSH MAJ Joseph T, Campbell TTT
"CROCS"
845th Trans Detb GI'T Thilip C. Ashley
94th Medioal Det CFT Valentino Menis
70th Simnal Det CW3 ¥loyd V.. Gavison
155th fslt Fel Co - "STAGECOACHY ¥AT Billy R, Geodall
"FALCONSY ,
165th Trons Det ¥&LT Eugene P, Malkoff
8th Medienl Det CI'T David L. Weinberg
208th Signal Det CI'T Albert E. Fisch
170th Aslt Hel Co - "BIKINI3Y MAT Jessie E, Stewnrt
"BIICCANTRRS!
405th Trans Det MAJ Wilbur R, Mixter
755th Medical Det T CIT David L. fcus
 448th Signal Det o CW3 Harold B, Tercy

ANk )
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© 179th Aclt Spt Hel Co -~ "SHRRIMPBOATH

402nd Trans Det

189th Aslt Hel Co -~ "GHOST RIDENS!

" AVENGRRS!
604th Trans Det
6th Signal Det
344th Avn Det
355th Aslt Spt Hel Heavy

662nd Trans Det

“elbmooiricy

Aoy NP A7 7720

: By.zﬂima,nmem.,g_q
I - .f\‘
N AL

MAT Tonnld C. Macnbs
M&J David C, Whitworsh

MAT Nedl T. Teva

MAJ Richard D. Coldwell
1/Gt -James R, Conley
LTC Rebert D, Craig Jr.
MAJ Glen ®, Morgan

MAJ William H, Hinds
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REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCULVES

AVCL--Co, 5 February 1§
SUBJEST. necapitulation of Flying Hours
P UR-1H L Coubined
_J W Monta :vg Pr. Hours Avg.  Avail.. ivg ¥r, Hours hAvg. Lvail- Total ' Combined % of
frans on Flown Hours abilivy Slicks ¥Flown UHours  ability Hours Ixg D
L Guns ___  onlesa _ Slicks _ _ _ icurs _ Prog.
—_ 5rih unn < 1,66 58.3  63.0 21.0 1622 7.2 76 2088 . 72,0 120%
tan Y 605 75.6  68.0 21.0 2456 117.0 73 3c61  105.6 176%
’_‘ Jun 5.9 359 52.0  50.0 18.5 1528 104.2 63 2287 50.0 150%
< 1ih Nov 7.2 4%  S7.5  90.0 20,5 2176 106.2 85.,, 2672 96.5 162%
Ll Dec  7.b 438 39,2 8.1 20,1 1545 76.9 60,8 1983 72,1 119%
Jan 5.4 L04 63.1 8.6 19,0 1626  &3,6 81.6 2030 9.9 133%
Cison oy 700 ML 583 71,9 200 19h8 95,5 91.8 2362  85.9 143
— Dac & K30 71,7 80.6 20.0 1827 91,4 87.4 2257 86.8 145%
(L Jan 6 461 6.7 R.3 17.5 1591 90.3 83.4 2052  87.3 1463
7 Ptk Nov 1.5 519 69.2  77.0 i8,7 2307 123.4 8,1 2826 107.8 180%
e 8 621, 79.3 86,7 18,9 2518 133,2 8,.,2 3152, 117,2 194%
) Cen 7.8 5k, £€9.2 8,1 18,6 1972 iUo.u 78.6 2512 95,2 159%
Qiger fov Talt 575 77.3  89.% 20,2 1809 £89.6 83.2 2385 86.4 144%
Dez 7.5 5,6 71,8 €u.g 20,2 2182 108.0 80.3 2728 98.1 16L%
Jaa 8.0 639  77.9 £5.0 18,0 184 104.7 78, 2523  97.0 162%
b o L R e L b e e
520 Nov  57.2 247 63.5 R0 100.8 9862 97.8 8r.6 12333 89.4 14L9%
Dee  37.0 2653 1.7 80.6 100.2 10528 105.1 8l.1 13181 95.3 159%
Jan 35,5 03 67.7 68,2 ®2.5 9001 98.4 76.9 11404 89,1 14,8%

DEPARTMENT CF THE ARMY

HEADQUARTERS, 52D COMBAT AVIATION BLTTALION

PO San Francisco 96318

"FLYIIG LRLGONSM




Unit liorth hvg, Hen 'y Hovrs

_ : Lvg, Hours P‘ercent of Lvail - %
s e e hRang . Flomm per CH-L7 _Di Program ability .
Ao 15, 3 1118 .o TT15,2% 55, 0 b
o i5.5 1305 83,7 168, 65,03 '
USROS L LU / Yt S & ¥ SN - Pt 169% shu5x
AR s
] T "“l'f‘b’-“” or aircrelt is bssel or tross cobuzily on-~hand with the foll. owing provisions: {1)
srsiresa 2t arve dropped rop pocountability the daz Toll nw1ng destruciion, am ‘(2) Replecement
SR “J "‘cod Up on accourtability on tre firsv cay oieh bhey become Fmission ready? v within
23 Vol tesding receint, whichever onxirs iwgh . )
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