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FOREWORD

The dlst Avi.ti Coupany (Adr Mobil) (light) was activated at Fort
Campbell, Xentuci: -urnvant to General Order number 36, Headquarters, Third
Uruited States Army, Vort HePherson, Georgia, dated § beruar& 1967.”

The uni£ ostabllshed a morning report efiective 16 February 1967 with

the assigmment of two officers and 1l enlisted men., During the period 16

February through 19 June 1967 the unit conducted normal organizational due

ties involved with activation. During the month of April 1967 the officers
and enlisted men actéd as wipires for the OAT of the 212th Aviation Battale
ion and the 190th Aviation Company, during the exercise Goblin Hunt I held
at Dover, Tennessee,

The 61st Aviation Company was activated under TO&E 177G dated 31 March
1966 using MIOLE 1-77G dated 7 April 1967, with an authorized strength of
15 officers, 52 warrant officers and 152 enlisted men with an ageregate of
219 persomnel. Also authorized were two airlift platoons, one armed platoon,
and a service platoon, utilizing 22 UH-IH aircraft for airlift, 8 UH=LC
aircraft far gun ships and one UH~1H for a naintenance recovery ship, The
616th Transportation Detachment (CHFM) under TO&E 55~500R and the 922d
Signal Detachment {(Avionics) under TOSE 11-500D were assigned to support
the 6lut.

The unit conducted training from 19 June to 12 September 1967, then_
the unit boegan preparing for deployment to the Republic of Vietnam. Finally
arriving in Vietnam 21 November 1967.

This unit history is dedicated to the officers and men, past and pres-

ent, who contributed to the organization of this efficient and capable unit.
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The colors of the 6lst Assault Helicopter Company unit. erest, Blue
and Gold, denotos aviation units; the Dice with 6 ~ 1 showlng denotes the -
unit designatien which adds up %o seven mesning *goodluck", s¢ the word
"Iumcky'" ig uged; the Star comes from the Senier Aviators bradge—. The Apmed
Platoen uses the star for compatability. ™Blazers" is odded to denote the

swiftness and fire power of ‘the gun ships.
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LINEAGE AND HOWORS

The unit was constituted 3 April 1962 in the Repular Army as the 61st
Aviation Company, Activated 1 May 1962 at Fort Bragg, North Carolina as e
lizht transport (Ctter) company, becoming a Caribou company later in the
yoar, |

The 61st was insctivated 1 Jamuary 1967, in Vietnam, when the Caribou
aircraft were turned over to the United States Alr Force.

The 6lst was activated 1 February 1967 at Fort Campbell, Kontucky as
an Air Mobile Iight (Heiicopter) Company .

The 6lst received the Meritorious Unit Conmendation, with a streamer
epbroidered "Vietnam - Oct 196l - Deé 1965%, and was presented to the unit
on the lé‘bh of July 1967.
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PORMATTON

The formation of the élst Aviation Company (air mobil) (light) at Fort
Campbell as a helicopter company began on the 16th of February 1967, with
the assigmment of one Major, one Captain and 1l Privates (E2). From this
date until the month of June, almost 150 Privates (E2) signed in with only
one Sergeant, S50 Norman E. MoKenzio.

The men remodeled the building they were using as headquarters, also
they cleaned and repainted building 3917 in readiness for the new home of
the 61lst., In addition, suppiy channels were established and one of their
daily jobs was the picking up of all sorts of supplies, publications and
rations.

In the month of April, 1967, the newly assigned warrant officers flew

. » for the € Troop, 2nd of the 17th Cav and the 10Lst Aviation Battalion dure
N si\iing Goblin Hunt I, The other officers and enlisted men acted as umpires
5fo; the ORT of the 212th Aviation Battalion and then for the 190th Aviation
Company on this same exercise,

| The newly assigned 6720, crew~chiefs, worked with the 188th and 190th
Aviation Companies to acquire actual on-the-job training,

During the months of April and May the élst pulled Post Support for
Fort Campbell, which consisted of various post guard detalls, including
the training of two Honor Guard teams by SGT Fred R. Johnson for burial
details. The officers, including the CO, Major Brooker, and the NCO's acted
as Military Escorts i.‘of decoased military persomnel, escorting from Calif-
ornia to various places around Fort Campbell.

During all this period of 16 February to 19 June the normal procedures
of formation of a now unit were carried on,
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TRAINING

The 6lst Aviation Company (air mobil) (Light) commonced its training
oyele at Fort Campbell, Kentuclky the 19th of June 1967 under the operational
control of the 10lst Aviation Battalion for a projected total of 13 weeks of
intensive traininga

Crew and pilot training bepan shortly after the arrival of the aireraft.,
Most of the flying training was realized in the support of the 1dlst Infan-
try Division (Airborne) on their field exercises. Since the majofity of
the senior officers were Vietnam returnees, their experience aided greatly
in the new aviator's initial training,

For maintenance training, two pilots; CW2 Forrest E, Handshaw Jr. and
CW2 Mark E. Smith attended the Maintenance Test Pilots course at Fort Knox,
Kentucky. All mechanics attended the Organizational Maintenance school at
either Fort Rucker, Alabama or Fort Bustis, Virginia, and 90% atteﬁded an
AMTAF course at Fort Campboll, Kentueky. In addition, 8 persomel attended
the Lycoming Organizational and Depot Maintenance school at Bridgeport, Cone
‘necticut. The avionics persomnel acquired their training through actual
work on the.ships and by utilizing the Avionics branch of the Civilian Shop
i#5 at Fort Campboll, . |

| The Operational Readiness Test was schoduled for the 18 - 21 August

1967, to be held in the Cherokoe National Forest, Tennessce in conjunction
with the ORT of the 3rd of the 506th, 10lst Infantry Division (airborne).
The convoy, consisting of 18 vehicles, with everything required to set up
a field camp for four days, departed Fort Campbel) the morning of the 17th,
The convoy, commanded by 1IT David E. Reichert and Trail Boss - WOl Louie :
R. Gott Jr., moved all day arriving at the city limits of Chatanooga, Tenn.

whon thoy ware dnformed that the ORI was cancelled due to the grounding of
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all UH-1D and UH-1C helicopters. The convoy turned around and moved back
%0 Fort Campbell that Same day. Dven though the alreraft ORT was cancelled,
~he convoy passed its ORT with flying colors. The threg day exercise cone
“acted on the lst, 2nd and 3rd of August 1967, in support of the 3rd of the
506th Infantry (airborne) was designa‘bed as the OQRT for the 6lst Aviation
Company and Detachments.

The PQM Inspection of the 61st was conducted by the 3rd Army CMMI Team.
HMajor Alvin E. Walker was maintenance officer at this times The results of
their inspection alded the 6lst, but the inspectors were greatly surprised
at the almost complete readiness of the unit, The percentages achieved by
the different sections: Motor Pool « 98%, Commo Section - 96%, Supply - 944,
Mess Hall - 95%, Publications - 9%, Special Equiprment - 994, Weapons « 100%,
with a unit total of 95% shows that the 6lst was on top again,

Throughout the aircrew and maintenance training, individual POR train-
ing was conducted for all assigned personnel, all individuals were conpletely
qualified prior to packing up to go.

The 6lst completed all POM, POR, _ORT and training required, on the
12th of September 1967,




on the 20th of Septerber with the 3rd Platoon leaving the 2lst and 2nd Pla-

‘tember, 2lth and 25th.

OVERSTAS DEPLOYMENT
After completion of training, began the tedious labors of getling every-
shing prepared for shipment to the fepublic of Vietnam. The aircraft were
vaadied for the long flight'from Fort Campbell to Sharp Army Depot, Calif-
srnia. All TORE equipment were deposited in their respective containers, and
in turn packed very neatly and tightly into Conex containers. Vehicles hal

the most careful maintenance pull on then, and stripped for shipment.

The first items to leave their home at Fort Gaﬁpbell, were the aircraflt
and the persornel who were to stay with the aircraft from then till they ar-

rive at their new home. The First Platoon aircraft departed for California

toon leaving on the 22nd. The three flights made their first overnight stop

at Fort Worth, Texas, their second night was at El Paso International Airport,

Texas, their 3rd night was spent at Yuma Marine Corp Air Station, Arizona,

making their final stop at Sharpe Arry Uepot, California on the 23rd of Sep= }

The conexs and vehicles were loaded on flat cars, on the 6, 7 and Bth

of QOctober, to be shipped to Mcbile, Alabama for loading on an ocean going
vessel. .

A1l persomnel took prior overseas leaves between the lst of September
and the 2Lith of October. Everybody agreed the leaves were far too short,
of course everybody wanted at least 90 days leave also.

The seven (7) officers and twenty-five (25) enlisted men, who stayed

with the alrcraft, were commanded by Major Alvin E. Walker. They remained
in California frow the 23rd of Septerber until the 9th of November. Their
duties during this time consisted of normal maintanance and getting the ailre

craft processed (cacoomed) for ocean travel. They left California aboard
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the Alrcraft Carrier Escort, USNS Point Cruz. Their trip was uneventful ar-
riving at Vung Tau, Vietnam on the 28th of November, conpleting 19 days at
sea, The aircraft were deprocessed, flown ashore and finally being flown,
‘n flights of three, to their now home Lane Aruy Heliport, An Son, Vietnam.

The 61st WIBTOC equipment was picked up at Sharp Army Depot by the Opere
ations Chief, SFC John P Thompson and delivered to the SS American Orile,

SFC Thompson set sall on the Orile on the 28th of October, traveling up and
down the Pacific coast line of the United States for several days, finally

leaving the coast and headed for the Republic of Vietnam. Arriving in Qui

Nhon harbor on the lst of December and closing in on Lane Army Heliport the
2nd of December,

The 6lst Advance Party turncd out to be the Rear Party as well, Come
manded by Captain Herman Dedong, consisting of two warrant officers and seven
enlisted men. They closed out the affairs of the 6lst at Fort Campbell and
departed the area on the 13th of November. The advance party arrived at the
new home of the 6lst, lLane Army Heliport, An Son on the 16th of November,
immediately setting up quarters, messing, establishing accounts and arranging
for transportation in readiness of the arrival of the main body due to arrive
the 21st of November,

The main body of the 6lst, commanded by Major Clarence B. Brooker, de-
parted Fort Campbell on the 2nd of November aboard two civilian airlines,
with the local Army band playing farewell, even though it was 0200 in the
morning. They arrived at Sen Francisco International Airport four hours
later, and went directly to thq docks, boarded the USNS General John Pope,

their new home for the next three weeks,
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The ship steamed out of the San Francisco harbor, under the Golden Gate
Bridge the afternoon of the 2nd of November, Going under the Golden Gate
Bridge, three companies of nen spied a young girl up on the bridge waving to
waemy everyone highly appreciated this farewell gesture from the unknown
#irl. Then they were at sea,

The three sister aviation companies aboard the USNS Pope consisted of
the 61st, 92nd and 13lth; plus their respective detachments. It is interw
esting to note that all three of these aviation companies were cve, Carlbou,
units, all were stationed in Vietnam at sbout the same time, all were deact-
ivated at the same time and then reactivated about the same time as HU-1,
Huey, units.

The first couple of weeks aboard ship consisted of getting acquainted
with the other units, reading a lot, playing cards, checkers, chess, etc.;
watching first run movies (first run in the early L0's) eating very fatting
meals and walking or sunning on the decks; life was very relaxing and also
very huadrum,

On the 17th of November the ship arrived at Okinawa. The men were given

a one day and night liberty ashore. Everyone was extremely happy to be able
Lo got off the rooliug, rolling and vory monotonous ship. The time spent
ashore boosted the menis morale greatly, of course when they set sail the
next morning, quite a few were moaning and groaning that they should have
gtayed aboard ship or at least not to have overly enjoyed themselves of the
island's many pleasures.

For the next four days they steamed around the Philipines to .stay away
from Typhoon Gilda, arriving in Qui Nhon harbor on the 21st day of November
1967, at last putting their feet on solid land to stay for awhile. The 61st
was met by Captain DeJong with transportation to be borne to their‘ﬁew”hmmﬁ’ y
away from home, Lane Army Heliport, An Son, The-61§t wa&*gf%eﬁ1an 1n—country
Vbriefing by the post commander, LIC Alfred. L. Smith,. and then were introduced
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to the 17th Growp comander, Col William Smith and the 10th Combat Aviation
Battalion comander, LTC Eugene F. Crooks,

The conex containers and vehicles were escorted by SGT Gafy C. Deaton
=rd SPh Jimmie M, Tolleson, They departed Fort Campbell on the 26th of
'ctober for Mobil, Alabama, After naling sure everything was loaded aboard
ship, they departed Hobil the 1st of Novenber aboard the ship 83 Fredrick
Likes., Their voyage took them through the Panana Canal, past Hawail, fine
ally arriving at Qui Nhon harbop on the 28th of Wovember 1967,

Then the 61st, under the direction of Captain 14 ffopd 0. Schaat bayan
the big job of moving the 93 conex containers and 6L vehicles from Qui Hhon
docks to Camp Lane, working day and night to preclude any losses of equip-
ment. The complete moving project lasted almost a full week of continmuous
traffic,

At lést the 6lst Assault Helicopter Company was wholly in-country and

ready to set up houvsekeeping and go to work,




ORGANIZING IN VIETHAM

On the 22nd of November the 61st began constructing theif new mess
hall, pouring contrete. The construction project was supervised by WOL
Jan M. Heckernan, and designed by the Operations Officer, Major Warren
%. Portem, CE,

The rries.s hall building was completed and the kitchen was' operating on
Christmas Day for the traditional turkey dinner with all the trimmings.

During this time the concrete slabs were poured for the unit supply
building, three twowstory BEQ buildings and four one-story BOQ buildings,

Also during this same period, the aircraft maintenance area was
erected with four aireraft maintenance tents s four GP mediums for the 6lst
Service Platoon, 616th TC Detachment, tech supply and offices. The 616th
and the 9224 Signal Detachment set up their shop vans. Revetments were
constructed for 31 alreraft, bunkers were constructed around the northern
and eagtern porimetors » with a trench going all the wajr around the bunkers,

By the time the aireraft arrived the units wepe ‘operational in main-
tenanee, administration and .supply to support “them, . All vehicles were
inspected a,nd reassembled. The aircrai‘t were. run through an. inspection,
Bun mounts installed, radios checked, and then the unit, settled down to
routine maintenance in preparation of the day the unit was to go mission

ready. -
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COM IANDTRS AND PEATOD OF ASSIGIMENT

Major Jemes A. Cox was the acting commander of the 6lst from 16 Feb-
ary 1967 until 1 May 1967, when Major Clarence B, Brocker, ARTY, reported
*n and took comand, Hajor Brooker coumanded the unit through the rest of
the year, Major Brooker returned from ﬁiatnam in Noverber 1966 and being
a combat veteran and g qualified pilot for the following aireraft; 0-1A,D,E;
U-64; CH-13E,G,H; OH~23B; U-1A; U-8D,E; and UH-1B,C,D,H, his knowledge

greatly aided in the training, preparation and movement for and to Vietnam,
DETACHMENTS

The 616th Transportation Detaclment (CHIM) was commanded by Major
Kenneth L. Klipple, TC, from 19 July 1967 and throughtout the rest of the
year. As a rated aviator, in conjunction with a commanders responsibilities,
Major Klipple also flew test flights of UN-1Cs and H's. He also had to
make the décisions on whether or not an aircraft was able to make a one~time
flight for maintenance problems from the field to home base, plus he usually
flew the one~tive flight himself, .

The 922nd Signal Detachment (avionics) (RL) was commanded by WOl Louie
Re Gott Jr., SICGC, from 17 June 1967 throughout tha rest of the yoar, Mr,
Gott, who spent 131 yoars in the Air Force, in avionics repair, transferred
into the Army as a Warrant Officer three weeks before being assigned to
the detachment, His experience in the eireraft radio and navigation repair
aided greatly in the formation and tralning period, plus in the day to day

repair in avionics,
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AREA O OPGRATIONS

The 6lst Assault Helicopter Company!s area of operations for the short

reriod they were in Vietnam in 1967, covered the whole II Corp Area, (ses

iap on page 1ly).

For the most part, the area is very mountainous and covered with june

gle, also during this period of operation it was the rainy season,

The area outlined in red, on the map, is the ares covered by the 6lst.,

The red X above Qui Mhon is An Son, the home base of the 61st.
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Operation "STREP IILIM (Detroit)

During the training period, 16 aircraft were sent to Detroit, Michigan
on operation "Steep H1l11", to assist in the control of the Detroit riot,
T 21 July 1967 to 27 July 1967,

Major Brooker ias assigned as the Aviation Corps Officer of Operations,

The mission of the 61st was to airlift 82nd and 101st Airborne Division
troops to trouble spots in the city and Med-Evac wounded military and cive
ilians to outlaying hospita;ls.

The company was prepared for night airmobll assault, using as 12's,
football fields, golf courses, freeways and school grounds. 4 recon of all
LZ2's way conductod during daylight hours, and all aircrews were thoroughly
briefed on the areas,

The aircrews and operations per’sld‘m’iel re‘alized some very valuable exe

perience from this operation,
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ATRIAL FITE POWER DIMONSTRATTON

As part of the combat training of the aircrows R a:i1 aerial fire power
combat assault dar.xonstratn.on was perforued on 1 September 1967. This was
the first time in the United States a realn.st:.c combat assault was conduco-
24 using actual rockets and "mini" gun fire on both sides of the lift
uhips going into the L7, Just as if in Vietnan,

This demonstration was witnessed from the ground by the company com-
mander, Major Brooker, operations officer, Major Porter, and the wives and
children of the 6lst pilots, The spectators were also able to hear all
comimunications going' on between the ships, even the works of one 1ift
platoon pilot when he 'exclaimed "Danm, that Rocket came close",

The demonstration went snoothly as planned and proved that the 6lst
was reody to perform in Vietnam and able to conduct a real Coubat Assault,

Major William T. Wade » commanding the gun platoon, brought a gun ship
over to the spectator area for the wives to get a close look at it and
Captain Francis D. Pierce Jr, exialé.ihed how ‘tl‘le 'roéicet launchers and “rini®
guns operated. lle also explained the operation of the gun sights and the
airoraft itself, o C |

This was the last operation for the 61st in the United States. Im=-

mediately the unit prepared for movement to the Republic of Vietnam, _
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- OFERATIONS IN CCUNTRY

The initial operational period of the 6lst, from 22 Decenber 1967
to 31 Decerber 1967, had no significant lWighlights, since the aircrews
were familiarizing themselves with the area they would be supporting.

The actual statistics of the 6lst for this reriod are as follows:
Sorties flown - 2289, Hours flown - 662, Tasks flown - 610, Passengers
carried - 2306 and Cargo carried - §6 tons, All in all, for a brief

9 day period the 6lst carried their share of missions, and ended the year

with an excellent record,
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ENTRAHCE TO 615T MAINTENANCE AREA;
"The Crap Table" is the Name of 6lst Landing Pads
LANE ARMY HELIPORT
An Son, RVN
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An Son, RVN
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61ST AIRCAFT REVETMENTS ON "THE CRAP TABIEM.
LANE ARMY HELIPCRT
An Son, RVN
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MATNTENANCE HANGER WITH ATRCAFT "LADY BE GOOD" IN FOR CHECKOVER
LANE ‘ARMY HELIPORT
An Son, RVN
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AWARDS

During the year 1967 only one individual received any awards, but the
awards he received were extremely high,

The Silver Star for performsnce with marked distinction of exceptional
neirolsm was awarded to Captein Herman Dodong, the most highly decorated ine
dividual in the 6lst Assanlt Ielitopter Company. Captain DeJong was prese
ented the Silver Star and clusters for the Distinguished Flying Cross while
assigned to the 6lst stationed at Fort Campbell. Captain DeJong was awarded
these honors for his extraordinary astions while Sserving in the Republic
of Vietnam in the year 1966. | |
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