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During the past year, the 68th Assault Hﬂ-'rcopte‘: Compary hes operated in

ITT Corps zrea of Vietnam, This is the transitionsl terrain area for South
let“* % which provides a link between the rice pafdies of the Mekong Delta amn
@ie mountains of the central highlamds. (South ard West of Szizon the land is
delta type terrain and to g North and East is a large plain, slowly rising
to the mountzins of the far porimeter of the ITT Corps Ar

=3
421
ea).

The delta region of the ITI Corps is a hoeavily silted ares crisscrossed b
numsrous sireams and rivers, It is a low level plain with an clevation of no
more than ten fest above sea level, Jlmost the entire arss is divided into ric
paddies that are kept flooded during the rairy sezson, There ars many nmipa pal
bushes found growing along the banks of the rivers and arourd the small village

The territory to the North and Wesi of the IIT Corps ares is g plateau
rising from seay lovel to over 600 feet, The land is covered by thick jungla,
except for the areals around large commiities which havs been cleared away.
This junzle, which is often two and thres canopies thick, consisis of banoboo
ard broad leal forests, interspersed by farms and rubber plantations, There

are only a2 few large mountains in the III Corps area, which servs as excellent
1-'-"'"1"_'1 ‘T"T"XEr

The ITT uE"'"pS area provides 2 great variety of terrain to vhich the aviate
mist adapt, Ee must land argvhere from mddy cpen rice ;:ci:li es 0 small holes
in the thick jungle, The aviator must learn £0 na avigate using =211 types of
terrain feav‘rc“ He must adapt to dust and hase in the dry season and large
thurdersiorms in the wet scason, Thesc conditions of the IIT Corps arsa provids
the aviator with a great challenge,
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THE KEY PERGONPTL OF THR 68TH ASCHULT 'RELICOTTRP COMPANY 1968

Cormany Commenders: (Top Tiger 6)

LIC Jehn Ohnstad: From Mov 67 to 26 "As 68

LTC Billy Sims: From Mzr 68 to 21 Sep 68

Major Rieherd 8. Maum: From Sep 68 to Dec 68

Major Nonald I, Sasthoff: TFrom Dec to the oresent time,
Executive Officers: (Top Tieer EY

Major William #Iich: From Vov 67 to 10 Feb 68

Mejor Robert Yagee From Feb 68 to 27 Jul 682

fajor Richerd §. Daum: TFrom Jul to Sep 6B

Captain feoffrey R, “Wehster: From Mov 68 to the present time.

Operetions Officer: (Top Tiger 3)

Ve jor Paul Jeenichen: From Wov 67 to fpr 68

Major Richerd S. Thum: From fpr 68 to Jun &8

Captein Ronsld L. Sheffield: From Jun 68 to Sep 68

Captein Neoffrey R, Websier: From Sep 68 to Nov 68

Captain Douglas O, Gooch Jr.: From Nov 68 to the present time.

Thers heve been meny chenges in the personnel frr the 68th As-~uli Helicopter
Compeny., Meny of the Officers and men heve moved up to Bettelion and other « -
anits within the 18t Arigrde while opthers heve comnleted theres verr hers.

But as esch man deperied., another "Top Tiper" csrme to fill his job with the
devotion #nd skill needed to perform the vital mission sssigmed to the 68th
fssauin. Felicooher Compary.
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Warragttfficer Paul J,

UNIT HOHOR ROLE

—_

'DIVIDUALS MADE THE SUPREME SACRIFICE FOR THEIR COUNTRY:

21

Warrant Officsr Norman W, Pariridge
Werrantt0fficer Charles G, Van Allen
Specialist Four Brady W. Heering

Private F¥rst Class-<Samuel R, Surmerfield

ANARDS & DECCRATIONS 1948
JANUARY

2 Army Commerndation Medals for Meritorious Service
3 Purpla Hearts :

FEERUAT

3 Bronz Star Medals for Meritorious Service
5 Army Commendation Medals for Meritorious Ssrviecs
3 Purple Hearts

MARCH

2 Silver Stars for Valém

2 Distinguished Flyine Crossss

1l Bronze Star for Valow

1 Bronze Star for Meritorious Servics
3 fr Medals for Valor

L Army Commerdation Medal for Service
6 Purple Hearts

APRTL

1 Distinguished Flying Cross

1 Bronge Star for Meritorious Servica

1 Air Medal for Valor

7 Army Commendation Modals for Meritorious Service

MAY

1 Silver Star for Valor

8 Distinguished Flying Crosses
1% Air Medals for Valor

5 drmy Commendation Medals for Meritorious Sarvice
2 Purple Hearts
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JUNE

Distinzuished Flying Sross

Bronze Stars for Valor

Bronze Stars for Meitoricus Servies
Air Medals for Valor

Jrmy Commendation Medals for Meritorious Ser

Purple Hearts
JULY
Silver Stars for Valoer

Distinguished Flying Crosses
Sronze 3tar for Valor

r Hronze Stars for Meritorious Servica

Ar Medals for Valer

Tl e

ViCE

Arvy Commendation Medals for Meritorious Service

Purple Hearts
AUGUST

Distinguished Flying Grosses

Erenze Star for Meritorious Service
L ir Medals for Valor

Army Cormardation Medals

Purple Hearts

SEP TEMSER
Silver Star for Valeor
Distinguished Flying Orosses
Ar Medals for Valor
drmy Commerdation Medals for Valop
Purple Hearts

CCTOSER

dr Medals for Valor

lrmy Commendation Medal for Meritorious Service

Purple Hearts
NOVEMBER
Silver Star for Valer
Zronze Star for Valer
dir Medals for Valor
DECEMBER

Distinzuished Flying Crosses
Air Medals for Valer

Arry Commendation Medal for Maritorious Serrige

Purple Heart
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THE (PERATIONAL HISTORY OF THE 68TH ASSAULT HELICCPTER GOIPANY 1948

e

2 Jan The Top Tigers flew in support of the 25th Inf Div (US) near Cu Chi
and conducted a CA in swpport of the 5th ARVN Div near Katum,

3 dan A combat assault and sxtract cns in support of the 18%h ARVN Div
was conductad in the vieinify of Xuan Loe,

6 Jan Ths Top Tigers in support of the 199th Light Inf Bde, made numercus

insertions and extractions and encounterad light enemy fire in LZ's,
12 Jen In a combined mission with the 190th A, the Top Tigers cornducted
a combat assault supporting the 101st Abn Div near Song EBe,

13 dan The 68th had a busy day making numerous medevacs of ARVN Troops who
ran into seversl mines and booby traps near Duc Hoa, The Mustanss

were credited with 3 VO KBA,

15 Jan On this day the Top Tigers flsw to Song Be to suppori the 101st Abn
Div, Mustanss were creditcd with 2 VG KBA, and ground iroops uncover
a cashe of rice, cooking materials snd packs, HFegative snemy fire
wWas reported,

16 Jan The &8th, 118th, and 190th supported the 101st in a classified area,
There was negative ghemy fire reported throughout the day,

19 Jan The Top Tizers flew three days of combat assaults whils in support of
101st Abn Div at Song Be. Three airerafh received mumerous hits and
one pllot was wourded in the foot,

27 dan L Tlight of ten slicks and four gunships supported the 3rd Bde of the
101st Abn Div nesr Phoue Binh, One UH_1D was destroyed when it
crasned in LZ, Pilet was medevacsd to 93rd, M1 other crewmenbers
ware unharmed,

28 Jen The 68th supoorted the 25th Inf Div (US) near Cu Chi. One gunship wer
hit by ground fire and the crowchiaf washit in the leg: =nother UH-ID
was z2lso hit by ground fire enrouts back to Bien Hoa,

31 Jan TET Offensive began (See PageSbefor TET Dooumer tation)

During the menth of January 1948, the 68th & ssanlt Helicopter Company flow
a tota 1 of 2,251 hours, Thers wers 14,535 passongers and 22 toms of Carso
ca I"I'i-:(l.

Maintenance: The 391st achieved a 69% overall availability rate. UH-1C modals

had an availability rate of 499



1HE CPERATIONAL EISTCEY OF THE 48TH L83AULT HELTCCPTER COMPANY 1958

l ~ 3 Feb TET Offensive (8=s TET Documentation)

b =7 Feb Top Tigers provided goncral support to the IZI Corp. Mustanes
werg on ESB and called out numercus times, They were credited
with 12 structurss destroyed,

8 Fob The 68th conducted a combat assault in suppert of the 5th ARVN
Div near Lam Son;, A VO corpany was located and the flight received
heawy automatic wespons fire. Mustangs were hit numerous times but
There were no injuries nor major damsze to Afc,

I3#'wn11l Fsb Top Tigers provided general support to the ITI Corps, At 0005 hours
on the Llth, enermy mortars destroyed two aireraft in the "Tigers Dent
Ons other airerafi hed minor dama e, There were no injuries to personn

12 = 13 Feb The 68th traveled to Domg Tam to support the lst Bde of the Gth Inf
Div, There were no significant results.

15 Feb While working with the 18th JRVN Div near Xuan Loc, several suspectsd
VC. positions were loczted and Mustangs rolled in and desirgyed sevoral
corolexes,

16 Feb Serving the 190th Light Inf Bde near Saigon two US-1D and one UH-1G
were damazed by ground fire, Thers were no injuries,

7 - 21 Feb The Tcp Tigers were in general support of the IIT Corps area,

2 = 23 Feb In 2 combined mission with the 118th AEC, tho £8th supported the O%h
v at Dong Tam, There ware no significent restulis,

a3

s date the Top Tigers were in support of the 25th ARVN Div nesr

« The Mustangs destroyed numerous gnamy bunkers, During the
groumd trocps sweep, 2000 rounds of AK-M7 ammurition, & IKN7 automatic
rifles, 15 BH0 rockets and fuses, 1 B rocket launcher, 6 enamy
unriforms, and 1 3 Ho.P, motor wers found,

26 Feb On thi

7 = 289FEL. The 68th again fourd action while in support of the 25th ARTN Div
ngar Ben Luc. The Mustangs had a very good day killing 57 confirmed
VC with their rockets ard rinmlguns, Total snery losses wers confirmed
et A52 KIA,

During the month of February 1968, the 68th Assault Helicopter Comary flew
25125 hours, transperted 9,732 passengers, and carried 31 tons of cargo.

Maintenance The 391st achieved s 674 overall availability rate, UH~1C nodels had
an avalla¥ility rate of 70%



THE OFEPATICMT. MISTORT OF T'W O68TH ASSAULT HRTTOOP™™R O™y 1958

i3 Mar The Tor Tigers flew in surrort of the 25th AP Div nesr Tu® Hoa orce
gprin, but there was no siprdificrrnt results,

k=7 Mar The 0Bth provided penersl support o the 111 Corps.

f Mar The Top Tigers mede eleven Iifts while in supmort of the 18th AR
near Ham Ten. One punshiv ws shot down bv an EFC rocket E
no injuries,

9 Yar Yhile working in the vicinity of Iam Son, the 68th mede five 1ifts of
CIDE Forces.

10 May» The 6Pth provided geners1l surnort to the 353 Ooreu,

11 Yar The Top Tirers provided surporttto the 199th light Inf “de and went on
15 min R#R, Two UH1-D and TH1-0 models wer: used on ~ '"peonle sniffer

mission! resr Saicon.

12 Mar The 68th and 135th AHC conducted & Battalion Oper-tion in surrort of the
18th AR Div nerr Xusn Lec., There were five lifts and five extrections
with no significsant results,

14 Msr The Top Tigers mede L Yifts in suppart of the Sth Inf DIv at Donz Team.

16 Mar The £Bth nede esple flights with the 25th PRV Inf Div into & different
I7ts, Two punships erd tYres slicks were d-m-pad by enemv fire., Two
crevmémbers were wounded snd two missing in retion.

2 Mar Onee semin the Tep ""iFLr‘ﬂ-‘ flew to Dong Tam to wuprort the 9th Inf Div.
Thers were ten 1ifts with no significent resulis

~24¥ar 'hile working with the 3/187th Inf 101st Mbn Niv 2nd the 195th Tisht Inf
Bde, the Ton Tipgers mrde 18 1lifts in suprort of Opersiion "Sigmal near
Seigon,

26 Mar The &8th suprortad the Gth Inf Div at Norng Tam, Heavy cont-cb revorted
by the ground troors. There were numerous insertions but ne dsmepgs or
injuriers were sustrined by the Top Tipers hesvy comi=ct.

2% Mar The 6Pth provided surport to the 101st fbn Div and the 18th A2VY Div near

Cnu% Ee., They were scramsled ona TEM BEY in the 2 fierrcon and mede three
nisht insertions. The IZ wes hot but no hits or in‘uries were susisined,

i

during the month of Yerch the 68th Flew 2,477 hours, trengnorted 13,947 prssengers
wd esrried 36 tons of ¢rrpo.

Meintensnce! The 3515t schieved 2 66 & overall awilability rate, 1L mody;is
had zveilability rete of 52 %,




N2/ 20 I
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The GRLth made 14 1ifts in svrport of the 25th tR™ v imn the vielnity of
Due ¥oa, There wos negrtive eremr fire reported,

The Top Tigers provided gemerrl suvrort to the 111 Corps.
Once agein the 68th flew to None Tem in sunport of the Sth Inf Div, The

Mustangs were credited with 13 confirmed VO K¥BA, The flirht rrde 20 1ifts
and received Iicht enemvy fire bubt there was no demere or irjuries,

The Top Tigers inssrted L 1ifts of CING forces in the vicinity of Hen Cat
with 10 significant results,

“hile woridng with the 9th Inf Div #t Dong Tem the Mustsnes weTe credited
with 2 ¥C ¥me,

The 68th provided geners1 support to the 114 Corps,

2 night extractions —hile in support of the 9th Inf Tdiv ~t Tong
irorsft were hit by enemv fire and one Paithfinder s Lin =

g Top -.Lgr::‘s were on Ready Pesction for the 11 F7Vobut were no committed

The 68th provided pensrs1 muprort to the 111 Corps.

“While worldng in the vicinity of Den Iaue in supnort of the 25th ARVN T,
the Mistzngs destroved two srmrens end were credited with thres 70 ¥Eh,

op Tigers surmorted the ?/27th Inf 25th US Inf Mv nesr Cu Chi, They

The 68th surrmorted the Lé:h Regt of the 2%th AP Tiv nerr Bec Tri for
twe devs, conducting resunplv missions.

e Ton Tipers provided pensr~l swrmort to the 1114 Corps.

On this dey the Top Tipers insrted two lifts of 0IDG forces in lerdine
zones in the vicinity of Phouc Binh,

The 68th provided supmort to the 50th Regt,; 75th ’P'N Div nesr Tue Hoa,
There were ten irs-rtions snd three extrections. Mustsncs were credited
«:ith‘c‘.nst,ro;r'm: two structures, three srmpans »nd killing thres confirmed

_.._,.|

C with their reckets 2nd rﬂneuns.

The Ter Tirpers flsw to Tsy Minh to supvort the Stk Specizl Forces Mroup.,
There were no siemificent results.

During the merbh of .siprﬂ'f 1962, the 68th Asseult Heliropter Compeny flew 2,L76
hovrs; tre rsm*‘th 1L,8P6 pessenpers, end carried 18 tons of crreo,

Mainterence: The 521st achieved 2 75 7 owersll aveilsbi 13ty rete, WG mod s

hed a aweilability rete of 67 %,
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PICMAT MTATORY OF THE ASTH ASSATITT Y IAATITS POy 1968
The 68th provided penercl surrort to the 111 Corps.

Tre Top Tigers zpde numerous insertions in surmort of the 25th ARWI Div
near Ten An.

The 68th previded generrl suprort to the 111 forps.

The 68th rrde seven insertions and seven extrections nesr Duc Wos in
suprort of the 25th AR Tiv,

The Top Tirers provided sumport to the 11* Corps. Top tirer 23 =nd Top
Tiger L7 were congrrtulsted by the 11'Corps TOC for & "tremendous job
done" while condizting WATEVAGS in an extreamely hot LZ in suoport of the
18th AW Div.

¥

The £8th provided generel surmort to the 111 Corps.

The Top Tipers flew in suprort of the 25th ARV Tiv nesr Can Cisuc, There
were no sismifiecant results,

The £8th sunmcrted the 5th Special Forcer Croup nerr Tsv Minh, There were
five 1ifts,

The Top Tirers suprorted the 25th AF Div near Bao Tri. There were eight
1ifis, Cne TH-1D was destroved when it crashed on fake off from 17 with
leed of enemy weapons. Ore nilot wes Mlled in tthe crash,

The 68th wes on Besrdy Rerction Poree for the 11 FFV. Thevy were not com—
mitted.

The Top Tigers flesw in support of the 19°th Light Inf Bds neer Bhinh
Charh, Thers were rmumercus insertions sn* extrretions. Four 2/C took
hits from a automrtic wespons fire. One pilot wes KI* while flvin-s the
smoXs ship. Frnemy cssualties were koW 4

“While in supvort of the 5th ARVN Tiv, the Top Tirers conducied two combot
assrults in the vieinity of X760260,

The Tor Tigsrs suprortsd the 25th AEVY Div near Tue Hos ., There werd
mmerous ins~rtions and exirections,

The 68th provided suprort to the 111 Corps,

The Tep Tigers provided suprart *o the 50th Hest of the 25th /R Niv
nerr Due Hoe, The "™ustrnes" were credited with 25 VQ VB,

The 68th flew in surmort of the 25th ATVW Div nesr Can Miouc. Thers wsre
seven 1ifis and seen extrrctions., The Mustsncs were credited with 3

Vi ¥RA,



THE CPERATICHAL HISTCRY OF THE 68TH ASSAULT HELICOPTER COIP ANY 1968
29 Hay The Top Tigers provided the IIT Corps with general support.

30 May The 68th supported the 25th ARVY Div nesr Ben Iue, There wers sight
1ifis with no signifiecant resv s,

During the month of May 1968, the 68th jssault Helicopter Compary flew a total

of 2,610 hours, There were 16,180 passengers and 14 tons of carpo carried,

Maintenance: The 391st achieved a 78% overall availability rate, (H-1C
modsls had an availability rate of 72%.



THE OFSRAMTTONAL YISTORY NF TR 68TH ASSAIIT

FRTAOTTT GOMPINY 1968

1=3 Jun The 68th provided suprert to the 11 7%V providing geners 1 support type

missions.

W

=l

12T

B Jun The Top

The 6Bth provided g=

Jun The Teo Tigers mede 12 1lifts in seprort

rnererl sup—

ort to the 111

of the 2%th AT THy nesr Duc Hea ,
Corps arer,

Tigers fley in sx.pnort of the 25th PR Niv nesr Tue Hea. There
were 11 13ifts with no significsnt results

10 Jun The &8th provided suprort to the jf?th Inf 199ty Iisht Inf Bde rasr Saipon

There yere no sienificent resulbs.

1 dun. The Too TiL

Wi

=

12 Jun Ths 6Bth agsin s.lrmcwt A the 25tk ARTT Tic near Tu
extrecoticna.

_hnseru.-:m:- srid 4

rs provided 117

Corps with geneTAl supnort typy missions.

o~ Hos  Ther= were 8

13 Jun The Top Tigers were on Ready Neaction Torce Tor ths T1FF,

15 Jun The é8th provided suprort to the 25th ARVY % meer Reet ¥len. They mede
elpght I-"ts and the Mustsngs were aqedited wi Y0 WRE snd they destrove:
1 sampan.

18 Jun The Top Tige's flew in support of the 18th LB Tiv nerr Xuen Loc, There
were eight 1ifts with no significant results

21 Jon The Top Tigers sur~orted the 25th AR Div nesr Bao Trs The Mustangs

were credited with eipht ¥ ¥BA and six structures c‘:est.rc:}rea Five air-

craft fTook hits

imduriss,

from smell srms fire, bub there w

s no m jor demage O

22 Jun The £8th provided ssnsral supnort to the 117 Corps.

23 Jun The 67th fisw in support of the Hth Inf "ﬂv
fround troops wers in hesvy contoct most

les or demepe to Anw aireraft,

4l
[
i 'F.'i:_.l tﬂ

L Jun The Top Tigers wers on

sadv Rerotion Fores

in the vicinity of Rech FKien,

Thers ware no injur

for the 11 FFV.

of the AR {irborn nerr Tay Minh, The Yustengs were

Eaaal Eﬁ

Muring the morth of Jun 1968, the 68th fsspult Yelicopter Compsny flew a tots of
2,630 hours, There were 14 39‘? ressenpery transported snd 15 tons of cergo ;

earried,

FeinteEnenoe: The G1st A

ity rate of %

79 % gwerrll rete.,

TE10 models hed #n aseilst



THE OToRa TIrwAT HIS™PY 0F TuUT . &a1H Asmany HETTOCTTER NOM=s gy 1S58
Jul The 68th provided general suprort to the 111 Corps ares.

Jul The Top Tigers flew in suprort. of the 18th AR Div near Yusn Tec. There
were ne significant results,

Jul  The 68th provided pemersl summort to the 111 Corps area,

Jul The Top Tipers suprortad the 9th Inf Tiv 49 the vieinity of Tong Tam, There
were ten 1ifts with no sisnificant results,

Jul The Top Tigers ware on Resdy Rerction Force for the i1 F™V. They “=r& not
committed, .

Jul  Ths E8th flew in suprort of the 25th ARPVM v near M- Hoz. There wers seven
1ifts and four E-E*'ﬁcuc:"s Ong MN1-D received minor temass when hit by
small srms fire

Jul The 68th provided gereral support to the 11 Cev-a

Jul The Top Tigers flew in supvort of the 5th Benpes froup in tl: vicinitwy of
Tay Ninh, Ther= were no significant results,

cJul  The A8th flew 4n supnort of the 25th ARVN Div nerr Tie Hoa, There w-ra

gight lifts with no significant results,

Jul:- The Ton Tipsrs provided support to the 117 ‘Corps.

Jul The éq_..]“ flew in .;U]:"'G-_"’“l'.: ol tha 251’_,1‘1 ﬁRt.rrll T nesr Ben Tae ., There w=ra ne
signifirent resylts,

Jul The Top Tiesrs rrovided support to the 9th Inf Div in the + cinity of Nong
Tam. There wers rumercus inseprki ons and extractions,

Jul The &8th flew in supoort of the 19°Lh Light Inf Rde nerr Seicon. There wers
12 1ifts, M1 17's wers cold.

Jul The Ton T™gers rovided suprort to the 71 PRV,

Jul The Top Tigers provided suprort to the 11 PRV,

dng the month of Jul 1948, the £8th Assault Helicopter Company flew 2,782 kours,

nsported 16,008 passengers, and carried 10 tons of corgo,

i
on
ol

nbensres; The 399

acheived & 72 § grevall rate, UHIC models hzd an av=ilability
R
2 of B R,
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10
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2627

Aug

Aug

Aug

f
fag

fuag

Provided 11 FFV with Res esotion force. They wers nob commthed.
The 68th provided generrsl suprert to the 111 Corps.

The Top Tigers suprorted the 25th ARV Div npesr Duc Hee, They mede 15
1ifts with no sipnificant results,

The 68th providsd suprort to the 5th JEVY Tiv in the vicinity of Lam Son
There were flve inzerticns and f£ive extrrotions with o sipriflesnt
resulis,

The Ton Tigers provided generecl suppeort to the 117 Lor. -,

The 68th flew to Can Mioue to suprort the 25th (37 Dix  Fiwe 1ifts werc
mrde with no significent resvlbs,

while workdine nesr Cu Chi the Top Tieers wxdg eiint 1. +s 1r . zpport of
the 25th MPYN Dby,

The 68th provided genersl suprort to the . * Cor.s.

The Top Tigers mde mine combrt assaults vw.ile in supros cfjt"\# 25th
PRYN Div mesr Thie Hos ., The Mustenps were credited with ¥illine 8 confir-
med VC and ¢estroyvine two structures.

Waile in support of the 9th Inf Div #t Rach ¥ien, one IH1-D ws destrove
btv & FPFG rocket ard one punship and two UH1-D wE'I‘e Semered by eround fir
There wers seven Top Tigers wounded in action. Fnemy casumlties were
unimown,

The 68th providsd gererrl support to the 111 Corps.

The Top Tigrrs flew in suprort of the 1Rth }R v peer Xusn Loc. Thers
w-s no sienificsnt rasults.

Yhile in suprort of the 199th Light Inf Bde, the Yustrngs dsstiroyed
thres seapans.

The E£8th provided gerers]l support to the 111 Corps.

£ e the Top Tigers supported elements of the Cth Inf Tiv in ths
tfé‘ 'S-’F Teoh Kien., The Mustenes were cradited w:‘-,t‘“.- five VO fEr'- :

On thi
vicini
The Tom Teers conducted saple fliphts in suprort of the 25th #F Div
rear Thae Hos .,
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28 Auz The 68th provided general support to the III Corps.

W dug The 68th supported the 25th ARVN Div near Cu Chi. Mustangs wers
credited with five VO KEA,

During the month of August 1968 the Top Tigers flsv 3,331 hours,
transported 19,278 passengers and carried ol {235 of cargo.
Maintenance: The 391s achievad a 79% overdll availability rzts, US-1C models
had an availability rate of 75%.
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ORFEATICNAL HISTORY OF THR 4&TH pSSMTIT UPTTCOPT™™ oursny 1968

The &68th providsd gerers1 suprort to the 1711 Corps.
The Top Tipsrs flaw in suprort of the 9th Inf Div =t Dong Tam, There wers
16 1ifts with no simificent results.

The &Bth provided suprort to the 18th /P Div in the vicimity of ¥uan Loc,
There were no significent results.

In 2 split mission the Top Tigers provided suprort to the 199th Tight Inf
Bde and the 25th 'RV DNiv in the viclnity of Can Giouc., There wers no
sipnificrnt results,

The 68th provided penersl surmort to the 111 Corps.

On this dey the Top Tigers provided supnort to the 25th PN Div in the
vicinity of Duc Hoa. The Mustrngs were credited with twa VC ¥B* and they
destroyed one structurs,

fnee =pgain the 68th provided support to the P5th /FVY Tiwy in the vicinity
of Duc Hoz. The Mustrnes were credited with destroving two structiras and
sinking two sampsns,

The Top Ti:

cers flew to Tey Winh to suppert the MB'™ Airborn, There were
ho siprnifics

nt resulis,

The 68th provided generel support to the 111 Corpas

‘The 68th provided support to the ARVN Jirvborn near Toy Minh, There were
10 lifts. Ore piolt wes WIf.

_'i
elpht 1ifts into extremely hot I7's. There were three crewmerbhers FI/

when eircraft wes shot down in IZ, One nioclt wos WI4. The Must-ncs were
eredited with numerous VO KB,

The &8th provided suprort to the 111 Corps.

The Top Tieers flew in supnort to the 25th AR Div near Cen Ciouc, There
were no sipnificrnt results,

The: 6G8th provided supvort to the $th Inf Nv ¢t Tong Tam, “ust-nes were
credited with five VC wRE,

The Ton Tlzers provided pemer~1 suprort to the 111 Corps.
The 68th provided surmort to the P5th fFVW Div neer Bao Tri. There were

ten 1ifts with negative fire reportad, The Mustones were cradited with 3
VC ¥B2, three structures destroyed, and sinking ten ssmrens.
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27 Sep The Top Tigers were placed on a Tac Emergency at Dau Tiang,
During the month of Sep 1968 the 68th Assault Helicopter Company
flew 3,092 hours, transporte’ 16,290 passengers, and carried 27 tons

of cargo,

Maintenance: The 391st achieved a 81% overall availability rats, UH-1C medal
had an availability rate of 754,



Oct

12 Oct

14

15

30

A |

Det

Ogt

Jez

Oct

y Ogt

Cet

Qe

Cet

ASBAULT MELICOFTER CONPANY 1968

The 68th provided support to the ALVE Adrborne nesar Tav Finh, Thers
Were no significant results,

The Top Tigers provided support to the 25th ARVN Div near Ben Iné, The
'"Mustangs" were credited with seven VO KBA and sunk five sampans,

The £8th provided support to the 5th. ARVN Div near Loc Ninh., Thers were
ne significant results,

The Top Tigers provided support to the 9th Inf Div zt Dong Tam. There
were 11 13fts with no significant results.

The €8ih provided general support to the TiI Corps area,

Once again th

= Top Tigers supported the 25th ARVE Div near Duc Hoa,
condueting three

combat assaults,
The Top Tigers provided general suppert to the IIT Corps areaz.

The 68th provided support to CMAC, dinserting troops into numercus LZ!s
in the viecinity of Saigon,

Woile in support of the 25th ARVH Div, the Top Tigers made 16 1ifts 4n
the vicinity of Bao Tri,

Tigers flew in suppert of the 25th ARVN Div in the

Once agzin the Top
‘o=, There was negstive fire reported in the LZ's,

vieinitly of Duc |

The &2th provided suppert to the 50th Regt of the 25th ARVN Div in the
Vvieinity of Ben Ine. Thers were no significant results,

The Top Tigers flew to Tay Ninh to support the ARVN Airborre, There
wWere no significant results,

While in support of the 9th Inf Div near Dong Tam the "Mustangs" wers
credited with killing five VC.

The £8th flsw in support of the 25th ARVI! Div. Thers werz ten 1ifts in
the vieinity of Bao Tri.

The Top Tigers flew to Deng Tam to support the Gth Tnf v zzain, Thare
were no significant results,

The 68th ended the month of Cctobar providing general supvort to the IIT
Corps azraz

Luring the month of Octeber 1968, the A8th Assanlt Helicopter Compeny
fiew 2,632 hours, transported 14,720 passengers, and carried 21 tons of
cargo.

Maintenance: The 351st achieved 78% overall availability rate, UH-1C models

had 2n availability rate of 741,
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The 88th provided supmert tg the 1st Cav Div in the viedinity of Quan
Loi,

The Top Tigers flsw in support of the ARVN fAirborne nean Tzy ¥inh.
There were eight 1ifts with ne significant results,

Wnile in support of the 25th ARVY Diw near Duc Hea, the Top Tigers
conducted two combat assaulte. There was negative firs reported in the
Lits,

i
=+

The 68th provided general support to the TII Corps arez,

Once again the Top Tigers provided support to the 25th ARVE Div. There
were me significent results,

The Top Tigers supported the lst Inf Div near Saigon. There were no
significant results,

The €8th provideq Support te the 25th ARVN Div in the vicinity of Inc
Hoa, There vers four insertions and four extractions,

Onee again the Top Tigers provided support to the 25th ARVY Div near Ben
Luc, The "Mustangs" were credited with destroying five structures and
and }illing ond VE.

The 88th flew in support of the 1st Inf Div 4n the vicinity of fuan Ioi
There were no significant results,

While providing genaral support to the TIT Corps area, two UH-1D wers
slightly dem2ged fron ground fire,

The Top Tigers provided support to the 25th Inf Div near Ben Iue. The
"Mustangs" wers credited with killing four VG apd destroying thres
structures.

The &8th provided general support to the III Corps area,

Onee again the Top Tigers flew in suppert of the 25th ARVY Div in the
vieinity of Duc Hoa, There wers ne significant results.

The E8th provided support to the LRVN Adrborne 4in th= vieinity of Tay
Ninh, There wers sixteen 1ifts with no significant results,

During the month-of Novembar 1968, the 68th fssanit Helicopter ¢
led

i
flew 2,697 hours, transported 15, TL7 passengers, and carri
of cargo.

models had an availability rate of 794,
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The 68th provided general support to the TIT Corps area.

The Tc:p Tigers supported the 18th ARVE IMv near Yuan loc, Thers were
o significant results,

-

Fl_u

The 68th provided support to elements of the 25th ARVY Div near Duc Hoa.
There were five 1ifts into five diffrent 1Z2!'s.

The Top Tigers provided genersl support to the IIT Corps zrez, The
Mustangs" were called out while on ESB. They were cre redited with killine
17 VC, sinking two sampans, and destroying 11 ‘E't.-""'.l{:uu""EE

While in support of the 25th ARVN Div near Tra Cu, the Mastarngs were

credited with killing 45 VG, destroying three structures, and 5"'nl-cing
four sampens. Top Tiger "&nc:cc:,f” was c¢redited with K11ing 11 VC with

his .50 Caliber. machine gum. One crewmember aboard "Sm ok:ﬂ-" was WIA
when the aireraft came under intense enemy automatic weapons fire.

The Top Tigers flew in support of CMAC. The "Mustangs were credited witi
H1ling ten VL,

Cnee again the é8th provided support 4o the 25th ARVN Div near Duc Hea.
There were three gunships shot down but there were no injuries or ma jor
amage

D-'—

e
The 68th providsd gensral support te the YII Corps area.

The 68th provided support to the 25th ARVN Div near Can Qicue, There
were no significant results.

While in support of the ARVN Adrborme in the vicinity of Tay Ninh, the
Tup Tigers made rurerous dnsertions and extractisns.

The Top Tigers supported the ARVN fMdrborme onee z2g2in in the vieinity
of Tay Ninh, The "Mustang® were credited with klling two VG and
dest myinu two structures. The grmmd troops captured forty confirmed VO

While in support of the 25th ARVM Div, the "Mustangs" wers cradited with
Kiliing four VO .:_nc‘. destroying three atructures

The 68th provided general support to the IIT Corps area.

On Christmas Day, the Top Tigers were placed on & two hour R&R, while
oriz ship was sm'lt cut to transport "Santa Claus",
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The €Bth provided general support to the ITT Corps area,

While in support of the oTH ARVY Div, the Top Tigers made several
medevacs of ARVN troops that encountered mmereous booby traps in the IzZ.

Ending the calender year of 1968, the Top Tipers supparted the 25th
AEVN Div near Due Hoa, There were no sigmificant results,

‘® month of December, the &8th flew 2,701 hours, transported
14,965 Fassengsrs, and carried 15 tons o¢f cargn,

Meintenance: The 391st achieved an overall rate of 77% evailability, UH~1C

models had an availability rate of T4,



TET OFFENSIVE (Bocket and Ground Attack on Bier Hoa Adr Bage)

On 31 Jamuary 1958, the 68th Assault Helicopter Company was scheduled to

Tfly the night comand :J.r.d control airera®t for the Bien Hoa Area, At about
0330 hours 1 Fehrvary 1668, Bien Hoa Air Base came under an intensive enemy
rocket and ground atiack, LTC John V. Ohnstad, Comading Officer of the 6Bth
Assault l‘lE_'LEEprBI' Company, discovered 4 breach of the east perimeter while flying
the comrand and control aireraft, He irmediately called in air support and co-
c:r:'iirﬂteﬁ 2 counter-cffensive operation. At this time, Warrant Officer Michael

E. Wenrich, was performing his duties as physic:l sscurity officer for the L45ih
Combat Aviation :Sa""':" ion, As Warrant Officer Wenrich and Captein lassey, the
Air Porce Secuwrity Officer, were checking an outpost bunker onz hundred meters
south of the east e *&‘%eH%ﬂmewwq;&lmmyvﬂmmgfmmr'”nzws
received., Shortly "f'ﬂ-ﬂ"""m_rds the bunker was attacked by elements of an eneny
assavlt company ond the bunker received four direct hits from enemy RFG-2 rookets
Captain Massey was instantly killed by the third rocket and Warrant Officer
Wenrich was critiecally injured. Gunships from the 334th and 68ih A sault Heli-
copter Companies arrived at the outpost in time to prevent it from being overrun.

As soon zs the ind ti&l rocket attack ceased, the 68th Assault Helicopter
Gompany started flying emergency medi-vac missions frem the 145th Combat Awvi-
ation Dispensary to the 93?‘& Mediesl Evacuation Hosiptal in Long Binh., Thess
migsions contimied throughout the morning in support &f mumercus Army and Air
Force casualtics, Approxitately fiftesn seriously wounded casualties were air-
lifted by the &8th Assault Helicopter Company.,

The 68th Assenlt Helicopter Compenics twenty-six man ready reaction teams

imsedistely tock up their positions on the perimeter and remained there for
approximately seven days in antiecipation of & second wave attack,

At 13130 hours 1 February 1968, a gounter assault was lauenched at the east
end of the Bien Hos runway which was suceessful in driving the Viet Cong to the
east and destroying three enemy mortar positions, The 4ir Foree adviscr to the
ground unii commnder was flown by a €8th Assault Helicopier Company Pilot, who
also coordinsted the air support of the armed helicopters on stati'*r, The co—

mand and control aircraft was later dirscted to furnish suppressive fire on the
Bien Hoa Watier Tower where a sniper had been loeated shooting into the 14541

Combat Aviztion Eattalion Heliport,

Approximately 1200 houwrs 1 Feb 68, two 68th Assault Helicopter Company
light fire tocams were dlf rted from-a reconnaissance mis:zion over the Flantation
frea in Long Binh to the EUPg Izch Village, located nesr by, The Viet Cong
hzd previcusly infiltrated the village and established rumercus cutcmatic wea-—
pons positions in well consiructed tunkers. Blements of the 101st Adrborne Div-
ision were pinned down in rice paddies to the south of the village while attemp-
ting to drive the Viet Cong from the srex, With the 68th Assault Helicopter
Company minigun and rocket support, the 101st clements nade o successful sWecp
through the village znd contributed 40 cnemy KIA's to the 68th Assoult Helieopts:
Compamny Firg Team,
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A request for armed helicopter support was roceived at EhF 68th .
Cperations ati 1630 hours and two light fire teams were dlsp:.-...t::led‘ tﬂ::r tha
Cholon area of Saigon. Heavy fifty caliber machine gun.Tire was being
received by the friendly umits attenpting to secure thg ares, The 68ih
Assault Helicopter Compay light fire teams alternated firs teams over
the area in expsnding their rockets =ad miniguns on known enerny sirong-
holds, While one firs team was BXpE: .1ag on station the other was enrouta
to re-fuel zrd re-arm. &% 2lov fours. vhile enrocte to Htie Tigers Den,
the 68th he~~-2v daliccpler Company light fire toams were requasted to assist
sv -=w05t on the east end of the Tan Son ¥hut Runway., The ocutpesd was
receiving heavy automatic weapons fire and reported numerous rockets bain
from the immediate area, 4n intelligence report stated that the fire was
coming from an ensry assault corpany that was attempting to withdraw to the
north ;after attacking the runway carliler in the day., After numerous rocket
and miniggn strikes had been initiated, the heavy fifty caliver firs cessed
ant the pressure on the outposd dirminished, A report on Army KIA's was not
available,

At 0430 hours on 2 February 1968, one 68th Assault Helicopter Company
light fire team was ones again diverted from the Bien Hos perimeter to
suoport the Sth AREN Sub-sastor Headquarters =t Phu Conz, The Sub=sactor
Headguarters was in heavy contact and had declared a tactical smergency to
insure the stratesic position would not be over-run, [lthough heavy ground
fog and a low cloud ceiling limited the visibility of the firs team, fdr
Force FAC successfully directed the armed heliconter's rmirigun and rocket
strikes, The 68th fAsgault Helicopter Company'!s Iight fire teams fire power
succeeded in splitting the enemy foree, allowing the Sth ARVY alements to
reposition their slszments and slceessfully hold the headguarters, Enamg
losses attributed %o the 1light fire teams wers unknowmn,

From the time tho initial Rocket Attack was ini tizted against Bi
Hoa dir Base, the 68th Ass=ult Helicopter Company light Fire Teams f
continually feor fory eight hours, only to land for refueling and rg=-arming,

n
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o

o

The total numbar of re-sipply missions aceomplished Uy the 68th Asszult
Helicopter Company during the TET Offensive was 1,010, Foriy ssven of the
TesWOpLY rmissions reguired gunchip protection, The total rumbor of medovac
missions that wers accomplished by the Top Tigars was 87. Twenty seven
medevae missions required gunship proteetion, Also thers wers 20 Mdministrative

missions flown by the Too Tigers during that time,



COMCTIUSTON

Turing the yeer of 1948

s the £8th Assault Helicopter Compeny flew
a totel of 32,070

hours, = .==iag gver 25)1 iters of corrp, ond
crried over 1ng,f05 DFH‘:?E‘UFEI‘S most. of wniGR occursd dLI‘l"l“ comb-t
ssssults. In the procsss of doing so, the men of the "Top Tigers"
earned an impressiv e total of 7 Silver Sters, 35 Distinevished flwving
Cresses, 1) Bronze Strerg, 54 fir Medals for "Telnr LE Commend-tion
medals, and 37 Turple -[ee-rts Also during ome swrds cermony 24
"u"letna:“,ese Crosses of Fallentry were hended out 4o the officers 2rd msn
of the Top Tigers. The £8th "Top Tigers" have reponded meritoriously
in helping to stop the communists »geression in the Rerublic of Vietnsm.




