[l

£3TH ASSAULT EELICOPIER
CCere BY (Uhw1)(a)
AP0 96227

CUBJECT: Urdt History

On 7 Harch 1960 the urdt wes constdtuted in tre Hegular Army as the
68th Aviation Cempery and ectivated 1L April 1960, Tre company wes laoter
iractivated 6 December 1962 et Fort Ord, Bedng resctivated 15 hugust 1964
in the Facifie, the urdt became the first Utility Tactical Trapsport Hele
icopter Campany in the history of aviation. The updt wes sgein inactivate
ed on 1 March 1965 ard was desipnated the 197th Aviation Company ot Fort
Serning, Georgla, On 5 July, the company wee activated by verbal order by
the Comanding General, Third United States Army ee the 68th iviatiion Come
pary (hirmobile Lignt)., Confirmed by Army Gepersl Crder mamber %0, dat:d
12 July 1965, the unit was activated under T(E 1-778 ard atteched o the
10th Aviatd n Growp, Fort Benning, Ceorgls,

#ajor Joo D, Ecretle essumed camerd of the ecmpary, 12 July 1965 urtil
the reporting date of all sssigned officers at Fort Penrdngs Om 1 September
1965, Major Weldon F, Honeycutt essumed camard of the 66th Aviation Compary
by Unit Crder mmber 11,

Civen thi*ty daye to organize, the compery gaired ite enlisted cnd pore
camissioned officer strength end with the exception of several key enlistsd
men, wes resdy for overseas movment by 1 Dotober 1945, On 4 November 1965,
the pain body of the company deperted Fort Benrdng by tus te Atlanta, Ceorgis,
from Atlania they flew to San Frencisco, Californfs, where they boarded the
USHS "Geiger” to later arrive at Vung Teu, Republic of Viet Kam on 28 tovember
1965,

On 4 December 1965, the unit flew its first combet mission with the
118th Aviation Company, amd A Company, 5016t for the purpose of orierte-
tion of the 68th to Viet Nam operations, Becoming Combat Operstioral om 10
December 1965 tha unit was given single end dusl direct corbat support
migsions until 16 December 1965 when the comparny macde its first complete
unit elze combal asssult, All eireraft returned safely inspdte of three
shipe being hit, Captian Lewrence N, Sutliff was wourded 3 making him the
s=cord Wounded pince arrdving in country. Captain David 1, Starkey wzs
wourded on & mission with A Compary, 501st, duri:z an orientation mission
prior to the time the unit becams cperstiomal,

During December the 68th Aviation Comperny made thres combat oper=
atiors, tallying & total of 14 14fts and 1356 troops moved, The Compary
also participated in two Battalion size combat missians and mmeroliss:
direct combet support mieslors. From 10 December 1965 to 31 Detember 1965,
aseigred aviators of the 68th Averaged 56 hours in the air,



JARUARY
CMBAT CPERATIONS

For the first 15 daye of Jamuary the company hat heavy taotical commit-
tments. Units supported during this time were the 1st and 7th Airborns
Brigades (ARYN), the 173rd iirsorne Brigade (U5) and the 10th Infantry Di-
vision (ARVE). Routine direct combat support missions were flown daily un-
+il 27 Junuary 1966 when the caupany moved in force to II Corps ares to
tuke part in the largest combat operation of the Viet Xam war,

Highlighting the month was participation in "Gperation Crimp"y & Joint
allied maneuver in the Flain of Reeds near Iuo Hoa, and " Uperation Masher'
(thite wing), the war's biggest push in the Leo Valley nesr Bong Son, 11
Corps. During "Operution Crimp” the 145th Aviation Battzlion, with the GBth
in lead position, transported 2,000 men of the 1st Airborne Brignde (ahVH)
into the V.. stronghold west of Duc Hea. An effcotive surprise causht the
VoCs off guard and ARVN troops killed many of the enemy. During the last
tvo 1ifts, fire wes raceived and later during resupply and Medavac Uperations
out of Duo Hoay the 68th heliccpters were hit by five. Fortunately no one
was injured and no sircraft were lozt,

The company's efforts for 5 days supporting the 2nd Airborae Task
Force wera rewnrded by a letter of appreciation from Colonel Fruncis E,
Haughton, Senitor 7.3, Advizor, 13t Alrborne Brigids in "Operation Masher™
(later designated "Operation Whits Wing" ), Phu Cat was the temporary field
gitz of the 68th ond is locatod oight (8) miles North of cui Mon and
0 miles South of the oparational aren,

i coapany of the 2nd sirborme Task Force, oriticelly low on mmmunition
and supplies were stinoked by Viev Cong and sucsessfully repelled them
but bad insufficient amminition $o fend off ancther atiack. Fajor Weldon
fo Honeyoutt, Comanding Gfficer of the €5th was mdvised of the dangorous ensmy
situation by the US Advisor, Hajor Frank Leobrozzi, A-ezull gmaveyard held
on ons (1) aide by V.C., tho other by ARVES wws the only landing zong avail=
able., FPrompied by the ARVE predicament, Major Honeycutt alectad to land
the badly needed supplies despite the haszards. In the L.2. he direcied his
ships into the area one by one while octasional sutamatic weapons fire raked
the L.Z. OGun ships circled the area, suppresasing the enemy fire to protest
the slicka, four of five gun ships wers hitj all the others completed the
cparation unseratched.

Shortly thereafter the ground usit was attacked awrain by ihe communists.
Fajor Lembrozzl wrote later that had 4t not beon for +he £3th'ia duping re=

supply, his unit would have expended 418 smmunition and besn ovap-run.



Haintemance

Yotting 4,129 coembat sorties erd 1,730.8 Ilying hours for January
the eircraft were showing very slight eigns of strain at a heavy Ilyirg
schedule, Adrcraft availability dropped from 89 ver cert in December to
82 sr cent In Jamuary,

Lezpite a heavy flying schedule the men of the ASth mace improvements
on their living corditions 4in Vung Tau, What had once been 1ittle more than
a sard pile had become & reat end atiractive military instellstion.

4 nevly construeted villa in downtowm Vurg Teu beceme the rew home of
tre Tigers on 26 Jermery 1566, Famed Tiger Towers, the new residerce haused
the Croy Tigers of the 57th Aviation Compary es well es the Tigers of the &8th,

A ¢ivie actlon progrem wes ipdtiated zrnd the compary adopted, or a
limited scale, the villajes of Ben Soi end Tepary Robon in Tsy Kinh provimce,
legeistance to the An Fhorng welfare orgerization in Vung Teu was alss given,
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Cilg4T OPEW 10N

4 rapid reaction call was answered by the (8th at 1600 houra on
11 February 1966. A unit of the 25th Infantry Division {AkVY) had landed
by river burge South of Tun Tru in the Me Kony River Delta and were
pinned down by enwmy fire. The first reinforcsments lifted from Tan Tru
met with no resisiance. The flight met with heavy enexny fire on approach to
the peninsula tip, landing several meters from Dug-In ememy positions, An
odditional four aircralt were hit by small arms, automatic wvenpons, and
mortar fire. Major George W. Owenn ani Cwl FHiochsel 0. Lindell wers anong
others who returned %o Med=Zvac badly wounded ARVES, Ouwens and Lindell,
in the thick of the fire sustained considersule dammgoe to their aircrelt.
Thirty=two (32) holes wers inflicted, some by mortar shrapael but no
persommel wara injured. Actions of the 68th enabled the 25th Diviasion to
regsin 1%s footing and strike the telling blow to an esti=ated battalion
of Viaet Cong.

The company took part in severzl other operntions this month including
"Operation Mastiff" in whichk the entire U.5. 18t Division was used.

ANAIRLSTRAT TOF

Fersonnel changes in key company positions were made to alleviate an
izvalance in the rank structurs and to begin a systez of stagsered rotation
dates, On 15 Februsry Major Horace i, Zond was reassigned as Commanding
Ufficer of the 3918t Transportation Detachwent. Captain Hesl =, Early
moved from aviator to comsand the service platoon, previcusly commanded by
Majoxr Sonds Originsl 3918t Consander, Capbain Niles C. Clarck was moved to
pilot's section and later transforred t0 ancther unit the battalion.

Captain David L. Btarkey took command of the armed helicopter platoon
filling the slot vacated by Major Jerry L. Shelby who tranafarrad. - Captain
Zdwin A. Herris assumed Captain Starkey's former rols us sesction commander
in the gun platoon.

Fajor Jack L. Bammond transferred on 22 Pebruary leaving his slot as
gection commander, 2nd Airlift Platoon to Captain Albert P. Tuttman.

The next rerald Durrou moved to Saigon and Captain Baroy ¥,
Balint took Q?E%ghia poat as ccéﬁindar of the %Ed Airli:tPPlatoonny

Captain Robert J. Rodgers took over 2nd Flatoon Lea&ership'when Hajor
Laxry ¥, Sutliff moved to Batitalion Headgquarturs.



"Tigars" wss the nicknane adopted by the 68th on 1 September 1965.
Ubjectionn fram older tiger unita in Yiet Nam necessitated a change in
the month of Pebrusry to the nev nickname of “Top Tigers".

COMBAT LOGSE5 AND INJURLISS

Three menbers of the unit vere wounded in action during Pebruary.
Un 3 FPecruary 1st LV Jotte w. Filioca suffered slight shrapnel wounds
while flying & gun ship in sction near Vo Xu. 325 Rovert D. HMinton was
shet through the heel while serving as & crew chief on a flight Bouth
west of Due Hoa on 10 Februsry and was soom evacuated from Viet Hem,.
PP} John Te Hughes suffered a olight wound when an aneny tullet exploded
the fire extinguisher aboard the airceaft he wap in éuring operatinou
astiff on the 2181, South of Deu Tieng.

MAIRTENANCE
The deadline rate during Fabruary neaxrly doubled dropping the aircraft
availasility %o 75 per cent. Sicpped-up maintensnce allowed for an increase
in Flying time from January for a totsl of 24019 hours and 4,866 combat
sortiea even though part availebility waa ot a new low,

ATAHIG »HD HONURS

Jecorationa vere awarded %0 77 members of the £8th by Lt Col Hors: K.
Joeest, In his first official wisit after asmming command of the 145th
aviastion Battalion. One Ammy Coomendation liedal, one Purple Heart and
121 air Hedals were awarded for actions during the moath of Pecemser,

CIVIC ACTIONS

The An Phong Welfare Organizaticn in Yung Tetn was given 1 ton of car-
tured rice. On the 28th, 150 refugees were hell-lifted from the Hew Life
Village of Yo Xu which had been overrun by Viet Cong the previous night.
Hany refugees had been wounded,



HAECH
CBAT OFLBATI NS

Purdng ¥arch the comparny psrticipated in combat zessaults or extrac-—
tions on the average of every other day., Operetion "Silver City" was the
largest ol the month. A search and desiroy missicn, it wes stsged Norih hest of
Tan Uyen ard involved thre 1st Infantry Dlvisien, 173rd Brigade, Royal Austre-
lian Bangers, 5th Divislon (ARVE), amd 1Gth Division (ARVK). Troop carriers
tallied 596 sorties flown, 1,973 persomnal carried durd:g 219.35 hours cf
flight.,

Seturdey, 12 Harch 1966 at 2115, ten rourds cf 81cm wers dropped on
the ¥ung Tau Adrfield, bul fortunastely the Tiger ares wes not damaged,
Gunships in search of the eremy mortar positicns took & barge urder fire.
later an ARVN patrol located three mortsrs set up and alred at the airfield,

Cn 28 March 196£ the cempeny undertook & raid cpersticn, tre purpose
el which was to capture or kill as mary V,.C. as possible and totally destroy
the villages, livestock, end food supzlies, Tallies for the operetiun wers
g3 follows:

454 troope airlifted, 229 sorties fiown, 27 buildirgs desiroyed, 25
demaged ard 2 Sanpans damaged, Three raids were conducted, zll of which
were tegun by Mustang {(gun platcon of tho &8th) pre-strike. The operaticn
was termed & camplete success by the Sendor Advisor of Letachmert 32 at
Tay Kirh,

Haintenernce

Total time for the month amounted to 2,171.8 hours, with 5230 =orties,
G,740 pessengers ard 93.4 tons of cargo were lifted,

Malntenance played the biggest =rt in keeping sircraflt combat ready.
With many of the aireraft rearing LGOD rours ard Top Tiger 800 flying 162,45
Lours curing Harch, the overall availapility rate was up to BL.4 per cent,



ATRIL
CiMBAT QFERATIONS

khen Viet Cong attacked & small outpost located (1) kilometer
North of Dat Doe, a light fire teoam was dlspatched ard within minutes
wes &t the area of operaticne, Withdrawing, the V.C., moved through
the jungle surrcunding the outpost, The fire team, doing & low level
visual recon of the areaz, spotted the V,(, alter receivirg sutomstic
weapons fire, %“hile reking the Viet Comg with m chine gun and ACrm
fire, cre aireraft took three nits but cortirucd to atteck until its
emmurnition was experded, Ten V.C, were dead %y body count with evidence
that twenty to thirty more suspected wourded, Tre Top Tigers sgain
proved true %o its motto "Every Men a Tiger©,

18" Coppany, 25th Avietion Compapy sent 14 pilots to e traired in
the G8th, After participsting in 5 combat esseults, B Compeny's Commard-
irg Officer stated, "If we can teke this trsimirg beck to our own
divieion erd maintain the standards of the £8th; then we will have dore
ocuy jﬂb Hﬁll—]—-“

Civil Aiiadrs

Glits were recieved from Captain Donsld L, Gore's heme tawn which
included soap, tooth peste, tooth brushes, clothes, toilet articles and
schoel supplies, All were distributed to the fishing village of Can Gio,
ironises of gifts came from cther hometowns, Two soldiers yolunteered to
help teeseh sbhool in the evenings during their off—duty tice,

Admiistretion

The 68th was forced to give up five (5) officers after receiving six
(6) from the 1et Air Cevalry Division ss & part of the infusion program.
ihe following personnel lsft the campany: Captein Albert F, Gutman, Cap=
tain Richard M, Winn, Captein william A, Jugel Jr,, Ceptain Robert V.
Rodgers, amd (v0 James E, HcCurley,

¥ajor (then Captain) Barry T, Ealint received ihe Furple Heart fop
& wourd he received on 1 April at Cu Chi, while supporting the 25th Ine
fartry Division (US),

Fairnterance
Total eircreft avaeilability for the month was 72,5%. During tie

month the 68th racked up 1872,2 houss conaisting of 4763 sorties while
transporting 7,531 passencers and 140,6 toms of cargo.



EAY
Ci¥BEeT OFERATICNS

Un 6 May 1966 Major Weldon F, Hopeycutt, Commender of the 66th
fvieti-p Cocrany, was wounded while lezding a fiight of "slicks" dure
ing an extraction of the 172rd Zdrborre Frigade. The incident occurred
twenty (20) kilometers iorth of Bien Hoa, Major Loneycutt wes evacuated
to the United Statee and Major Jeames E, Cook tock commard, leadirg every
compeny elze operation, until wounded, Major Homeycutt (The Tiger) wae
certainly misaed,

Various combat assaulte, extractisns, resupcly erd Eagle Fliphts
were conducted throughout the month,..primerily in gupport of the 25th
Divisirna, ARVN erd US, CSeversl training flighte were given to the Roval
Australien Regimert on the 15th ard 17th of the morth,

Fwards srd Decopations

Sirce arriving i: country, the compeny hae received over 800
decorations which further reflects the high spirit of the unit =nd
egein brings to mind the motto "Every Man a Tiger,"

Civil Affs irs

SF5 Gibbs began English clasees in the Vurg Teu Cultural Cerder
with a claseg of 35, Weekly eick call was tepun by Ir, Suackbush in the

villege of Can Glo, Turing ome of his weekly visits the doctor treated
20 patiente,

Haintonance

During May, total flizht time wae 1,738,2 hours consisting of
L,577 sorties, 8,579 paesergers ard 279 tons of cargo, Totel aireraft
availability wes 20,38,



JUNE
COMBAT OFERATICNS

Durirg the month of June, the 68th corducted several search apd
destroy missions in suppert of the 25th ARVH Division, Light to heavy
small ams fire was received but no injuries wero sustaired., Cther
missicns for the month were primarily troop repositicnings with the
exception of four (4) night combat assaults in support of the 173 Lir-
borre Erignde,

Ha [ ]

Adreraft avedlibility dropped elightly to 78.0% cue to an increses
in equimment deadlired for parte, Flying time totaled 2,129 hours with
a total of 6,092 sorties,

Clviec & ction

Coratlons of soap, toothpaste, tooth brushes, clothing end many
olber needed 1tems wers given to the villagers of Can Gio, A11 the
itszs had been received by members of the 68th from relatives y Irdernde
&nd social organizations in the United Ststes, 1In addition, 700 pounde
of captured Viet Cong rice was dopated to a Vung Teu orphensge, Dr,
“uackenbush cortimed his sickeall at Can Gilo, treating over 175 patients
during 2 iwo wesk period,

fmindetration

-

“urirg the menth the name of the unit wes chanped from the 68tk
tviaticr Compary to the 68th Asszult Helicopter Compary.



JULY
COMEAT OFERATIONS

or. 20 July, the 68th corducted on alrmobile essssult with the 20th
Aivn Fanger Lompary from Saigon Pacetrack to a landing zere, 15 kilometers
Soutkwest, a thirty mirute artillery preperation on & suspected Viet Cong
Compary location prior to the asssult, rusterys reconred the L7, Heceived
o eneny fire end "marked” with smoke, On the finel approach 4o the 1Z
both armed helicopters and trocp carriers received heavy ard intense zuto=
metic weapone fire fram dikee and capal lines scattered throuchout the
area, Shot down b enemy fire, one gunship crashed ard exploaded on im-
pact, instantly killing three of the crew members, The fourth erew mem=
ber died a short time later, Three troop carriers slsc sucstained hits
by eutomatic weapons fire, Killed in acticn thet Cgy vere pllots WO
Lerdel 2, Lombdin, WO Ropald J, Kirkeade ard crew membere SFL Welter R,
Tete Jr, znd David A, Dillon,

Haiptenarce

fircraft availibility rose sherply to en everage of 90.3 per cert
for the morth, Hours in the air totaled 1,845 with 4,766 sorties flown,

Kiscellaneous
ihe compary completed movement from Vung Teu to its pew home at

Blen Hoa, No loss of flight time from assigned missions resulted fron
the move,

Awarde and Eecnmtiong

Durirg the month of July the members of the urdt received 1 Dice
tirguiehed Flying Cross end 135 4ir Medsls,



AUGUST
CIMBAT OFERATICHNS

Cn 1 fugust, in suprort of the 25th Division, z battzlion size
rission wes flowrn irto an area krown to have & regimental size force
of Viet Cong, 2-52's ;ounded the ares, rot including the landing zome
pricr to the asssult, o pre-strike wes corducted, with the exception
of & 5 mimute preparation by an armed heldicopter light fire team,

Lleven compary aircraft recelved autometic weapons fire. Cre wis
shot down, six crew members were wWounded ard one crew member was ki.led,
‘vt Richzard G. Kitrer. 411 companies involwved received an exceedingly
high mmber of hite, The 68th took a tetsl of twenty Lix of the eleven
sirceraft nit,

réministrstion

The compery's Comssnding Officer, James H, Cook left ihe comparny
to assume & new cosition in the 145th Lviatiorn Batlalion Stafif, Eis
successar, Major Fdward B, Covington 111 assumedé commend of the 68th
tssault Felicopter Company 5 August 1966,

fwards &nd Decorstions

Five Air Medzls with "V devices were awarded durding the month &s
well a5 150 Air Medals, ore Torple Heart erd the Distinguished Flying
Crose to OW0 Michael lindell,

Maintenance
fdreralt avallibility wes rerorted as 80,7 per cent icr the month,

e

Tre "Top Tigers" flew 2,188 hours while making 6,310 sorties,
Hiscellerscus
Spare time during the compary's 1st monmth at Bien oz wes spent

irproving the BOQ and layins concrete for the peglrming of the new
Officer's club,



CLFTCKEER
CREBAT OFETATIONS

Unly four daye of ecrpary size operations were Ilosn durirg Sepiember,
fum rous combet sorties were flown in support of the 25tk Inferdry Division,
n the 23rd of feptember tre iligtt encountered Fezvy sutomatic weapons fire
while entering a landirg zore several kilometers Southeast of Ben Tre, Four
eircraft were hit in the 12 4in which the zmustange had killed five Viet Cong
earlier that day,

The "Top Tigers" were celled upon to supply & rlstoon and a heavy fire
ieznm Lo suprort & classified opereticn, Luring the operation, four men were
lost wren they were canght in & severe thurderstomm, Missing in ecticn are
11T Charles S, Abel, WO Edwin R, Hlggins, £P) Kermeth R, Bertsch, and a Bavy
mersonnel, itraining as a gunrer with the 63th,

Awards ard Decoretions

Cne Ddstinguished Flying Crogs, two Furple learts, ard seventy-Live
Air Fedals were awarded membere of the urdti durirg Sertember,

Civic & ction

Tre "Top Tigers" accepted eponscrship of the Binh Co hamlet durdng
the month. A warm reception was given by the villagers =nd doraticne of
soap, Clothing and other necessities were given on the first vieit, Do-
raticrs given by the company mace "Viet Namese Children's Day," a national
lioldiday, a reality,

Hadimtenance

Aircraft aveilibility was revorted am 76,2 per cent for the month,
Total sorties were 5,380 with 1 »E11 kours flown,



QCTOBER
CREAT UPERATING

Cn 2 October the unit supported Detachment B, 56th Speciul Forces
Group with 42 combat sorties. The remsinder of the company sizs op-
erations for the munth were in support of warious units of tha 25th
Infantry Division. No combat damnge was sustained during the operation.
Although many ensmy rounds were fired, they failed to hit their nurk.

Again the unit wes reguested to participste in the before mentioned
classified miseion. During SIGMA operationsg the company maintuined its
cutstznding record of professionaliam and reflected in its ubility to
adapt to new and different situaticns. The fact thut the 68th was spec-
ifically asked to do the job, rearfims the high regard for the company's
profesaional abilities.

Awnrde pnd Decorations

During the month of Cctober the following awards were received by
menbers of the unit: Five Bronze Star Medals for VYalor, Two Zronze Star
Madals for Meritorious Service, Two Alr Medels for Valory, Ten Amy Com-
mendation Medale, four Purple Hearts, ond twenbty Pive iir Medals.

Civil Affuirs

Villasers of the Binh Co hamlet bDecnme increasingly friendly and
upprecintive of the company’s help., Uver 325 patients were treated by
the MEDCAP teami Soap, Soup, clothes and other neceseities comtinue oOn
their wsy to the villagse froo members of the company.

Maintenancs

Un the incrense,; aircralt availibility was up to 87.4 per cent for
the month. Sorties flown amcunted to 6,053 with a totul of 24,135 fiy-
ing hours.

Hiscellunsous

after many hours of hard work by all the officers of the company,
the new club waB ready for work. The old club in the BGJ wes dismantled
and salvageable items wers moved to ite new locaiiocn.

The anlisted club contimuied to hove good business in the rear of the
pess holles Hew furniture wes added, giving the "Tiger's Den" a new and
relaring aimocsphere,



HOY R EE
COHEaT CPERRTI(HS

"Sipma” weae smain supported by the "Top Tigern'. The 1ifts spent
nearly ¥¢C wooia sach fm the ogeration, ewitching places mid uenthe For
tze Tigers remeining at Biem Rony divect combat support wdzaiomez were
on the schedulps

AARDE AHD DECCALTICHS

hvords received by mechers of the 48th for Hoveaber weore ns followns

Cre E{lver Stax “ledal for Valow, thres Soldiers Medalse for Yercisnm,
two Fronse Star Hefsls for Valor, mine Bronze Stnr Yedale for Yerdiioricme
Servics, tweniy-three Aray Comzendstion Mednls for Ferlicoricus Service,
two urple Beart Hedals for “omdn Recelved in Aotion, five Tietnanece
Crczser of Gsllantry, cixiy-one Basio Adp ¥ednls, eisiz=three Cak leaf
Clusters for the Alr Hednl,

GIVIC AQTICHD

Cn 2 Hovembor; a trip to Binh Co vas ponironed due to an ensmy attack
of the village prior to the compauy revresentitivea srrivals The V.i.,
spparently tmbappy with the 68th success with winning frignds aaung the
villagers, warned the villagers not to see hwericans ¢r accerl anyihing
ofieved Dy thems Un 8 Hoveabor, represenintives of the cousiany arrived
to be grested by ¢nly half the vilisgewo coxpecteds A8 gifis vere glven
out the orosd inorensed ard eorn ell the olothing and ecandy had besn

given cuts The Med Cap Teez alsc were able to irent 20 of the atling
villacers,

MALHT RAHCE

Droppins nearly 10 per ommt {roz the previous muath, eirsreft avall-
abliity was Teported cb TB.46 per cents The ehips fleow 4,557 sortles
during 1,476 fiyirg homrs,
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On 9 December, tho 68th supaoried the 2ud Brisade, 25%h Infantoy
Divieien by oomducting resupply of the 1/5 nsch and by conducting three
coubat asseulis and three extracilons of the 1/27 Infuntry Sattalion,
#oriing out of the 1/27 Infentry Cosmsnd Post ares, ten kiloneters North
tast of Go Dau Ha, the ecapany flew toe landing mone five ¥ilometers
South Woet of Ben Suce Juring three 1fis into the area, szall arus end
autozatlc weapmms fire were received frem all quedrants, even from within
fifty metero of the friendly sschanized mnits Landing the seoond tize,
two fipzt 1ift belicopters detcoated Viet Cong land mines which eansod
severa daange to esch alroraft. Crews wera soun evacusted shoxen but
naving enly light injurica exong thex. After comsleticn of the third
1ift 1% vas deternined that 2ix of the nine $roop onrriers had sustnined
coxdet danages This fact initlsted the placemsnt of the Ti2% Assenlt
Helioopter Company under ozerational control of tro 65%h,

During pick up and rigsing of the v devned Hueys, the UH~1B at the
36th Tranaportatian Detncrment detonated smother ming smd sleo had t0 be

evacunted by OB-47. Two other alroraft vers siven te=porary vemnlrs for
a cne tze flisht %0 Blen Nee,

AIMINISTRATICH

Ehen Hajor Edward B. Covington IIL moved ur to 5 -osision with ihe
1455k Aylation Fattellien, Major ‘illiem T. Kaicer left his positicn am
Commanding Cfficer of the 353%2¢ Trans:ortntion Detachzea’ t¢ beoone the
Conpanyts nevw Comsanding Officer,

DECORATICS ANC AWAHLS

The following degoraiions were Teceived br maanbers of the oompany
during Decembery

Ive Soldlerz iedale for Heroisa, two Bronze Stars Hedals for Merit-
oricus Service, fortyesix Air Modals for Snstained Operwtimes and two Army
Coemendation Medals for Heritorious Service,

GIVIC ACTIURS

(n 24 December 1966, the cczpany held s Ohristass Party for the

pevole of Binh Co villags (12 miles North of Tan Uven)s Childres receoived
gandyy adulits were presented wiih hats mnd vlothings The Hed Cap Tes,



leuded gy Captain white vracied BT of the villagers. ‘The nroject was
coordinated by Hajor Xaser {voweading Ulficer), Cuptuin Kearep { Project
Ufifcer), w01 Ceorge Lapan ( issistant Froject Ofificer), Hujor Miller
(Chepladn), wid Dr white (Fedicel Wifieer). In all, two fanamed
childzen were present, sixty-Live ncedy families woze helped, 15 Suys
wers sistiributed with £ifty sounds eof clothing and 200 hats,

'L, 1};_: _;ﬁm:l:w::.l

—_——ieinden
Availadility wac resoried as 07
11,083 sorties in 1,843 hous

iz

4 per cent while wircraft tallied



The GOLh iseacdt Helico~ter Company hnf progronsed in cng yoarr fres
& voumg, inerveriosced mit to a sernoned aveault helino-ier conpony,
genTrizgd of nembore “hd Sake great arlde in thedir unit and i4s hiatory.
Lpepr end Anjury of coorndesz mre nol ¥ovem 1iaWile, they on'y ingrsnce
the 2! inmmmerr to uwork Jurt ERot mueh harder %0 nccgmslieh the miasion
in the mo=t :roferpional nanmer, 4 olandrrd wez set Trom the stazd by
Gommending Clfficer; Majer =eldon 7, Humeyeult', ko soruned him poriting
1 te-teabst 1985. Haler Soneiguit seh & stundard inroasr Rie gubpiande
ing pericTmance in Vizt Hanm, leading every oomsany eize o ersticn dur-
ing his toed and on ocoqplén, smdenpacing pis eon life fo svosanlish the
mis-den, Unsurpriningly, sisilisz quelitisy have vefiected in his owmn
men and s1l who have followed to date

In beginaing YEigma®, ia Ge:iteabor 1964, the cumiany teckied ihe
joby enly to Le it beer” with four of ites zenm miaving in aciion.
Higzions sush a: Digpme afforded the Com.gny on Gportundily to pouve ils
ability %0 rebound Tesdlly exd o sdinst to m gozceleiy new fiying
situsticn, Tasing %the jop in professlonal siridey the "Top Tigeros" bave
been asked sgain mnd epssin £ retum boe DO THE JGR.
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